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116  ill  and  20  new  victims  a  day 


-'-s’* 

• 

.  r  ~  >  -1  caji 

■  ■>"j?  is  v 

■.  -  my- 

• 

-  .. 

:.T*fc 


■■■•■  :uti 

■’  '  - 

.1  7  »*.  ■*! 

'  ■  C  <■ 

'wti 

■'"“-'•'Vl 

■ 

■  -  ' 

■■  -.rrar! 

■  •  :r-i  «3 

-  ••  w jJj 

■  .-WilteV 

..  -XT.' 

...  ■  -v  j-v 

.«*■  T'?'r  " 
-v.  —  r.j^ 

-  Pi* 

%  'J*. 

.  .r  S*  *= 

■  a-ie  ur 

v'-  -r" 


FOUR  people  died  yesterday 
in  a  Scottish  food  poisoning 
epidemic  that  has  .left;  more 
than  a  hundred  ill  and  at  least 
two  children  with  with  kidney 
damage.  Another  man  died  in 
hospi&an'Tuesday. 

72K.  ot2thrpak,  which  has 
been  linked  to  cooked  meat 
and  .  pses  supplied  by  -  Scot¬ 
land^  batcher  of  the  year!  is 
believed  to  be  daiming  twenty 
victims;  a  day.  Further  cases 
are_wpected.  since  the  illness 
—  which  can  be  spread  from 
person  to -person  as  well  as 
through  contaminated  Jood  — , 
can  take  more  fhaih  a  week  to 
incubate. 

The  btttherconoerned  sup- 
plies  up  to  .  thirty  wholesale 
and  retap  outlets  across  Scot¬ 
land,  txit  the  products  are  not 
labelled  and  the.  Scottish  Of¬ 
fice  last  night  warned  people 
afi  over  the  axmiry  to  beware 
of  any  cooked  or  pre-prepared 
meal  bought  brine  past  week. ; 

The  iBrgss-gHmg&^lg^efc; 
E<ofiQLj>7  bacteria  —  known  . 
in  Amencfr^s  d^hM»feorgerr 
bug  ^  ami  the  prescnj  eja-  ' 
detrac  ts  the  worst  recoded  jn 
Britain.  At  least  for#  people 
were  beirig  treated  in  hospital  : 
last  night  and-'. Sir  David  , 
Carter;  Scotland's  Chief  Medi¬ 
cal  Qfficfr.'sajd:  This  has  to  . 
be  .  regarded-  ,  as  a  serious  - 
outbreak”.  Dmarkshireypufr- 
lic  beaMTmtKuftaht  Dr  Syed 
Ahmed  sakt  -“I- -flunk.  .-it.  is 
to  get  ^Kwse -'before  it 


.  if  takes  fewer  than-a  hxm- 
dred  Bcpfi  organisms  to  cause 
an  infection  whoso  symptoms 
include  diarrhoea,  -.  often, 
bloody,  severe  abdominal 
cramps  arid  votfirtingi  Child¬ 
ren  and  the  elderly  are  suscep¬ 
tible  fo  infection,  wnjh  those 


.  By  Shirley  English 

aged  .under  four  the  most 
vulnerable  —  although  all 
those  who  have  died-  in-  the 
present  epidemic  have  been 
over  60..  ' 

TVvo  of  the  victims  —  men 
80  and  69  —  had  attmd- 
a  free  lunch  at Wfshaw  Old 
Tarisb  Church  on  Monday- 
last  week,  when  foe  pies  were 
supplied  by  John  M.  Barr  and 
Son.  Two  women  in  their 
seventies  from  the  area  and 
another  from  Bonnybridge,  30 
miles  tb  the  north,  have  also 
died  and  another  woman  from 
WishaW  -was'  critically  iU  at 
Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary. 

The  total  number  of  suspect¬ 
ed  cases  had  last  night 
readied  116.  with  107  of  them 
in  Lanarkshire. ;  Nineteen 
cbfidran  have  been  taken  ill 
and  ti.  giri  aged  seven  and- a 
bey  -bf -three  are  orr  dialysis 
•^foer  trtifiering  kidney  dam¬ 
age.  Seven  adults  were  said-to 
be  giving  causij  for  ooncernu  . 

--Bant  ■and  \Sehn. 
jvhidi  employs  about  forty 
rpecjfc'tas  Been  WSshawV  . 
to^tautcherfor  28  years  arid.. 

few  Tnahflis  ago  was  named 
Scottidi  butcher  of  the  year. 
Mr  Barr  was  first  told  .of  the 
outbreak  on  Friday  night  and 
withdrew  all  meats  that  might 
have  been  contaminated  be-.  - 
fore  .  opening  on  .  Saturday  * 
morniiigi  He-  had  been 
allowed  to-  continue  selling - 
fresh  meat,  but  he  dosed  as 
usual  at  Junchtune  yesterday 
and  does  not  expect  to  reopen 
until  eovronmental  health  of¬ 
ficers  have  completed  their 
investigation,-  probably 
-tenidrrow.  - 

Other  outlets  in  Lothian, 
Ayrshire.  Glasgow  ■’  Falkirk 
and  Lanarkshire  which  sell 
:Mr  Barrt  meats  were  alerted 


over  the  weekend.  These  in¬ 
cluded  three  Scotmid  stores  in 
Bonnybridge  and  officials 
-  have  advised  people  not  to  eat 
meat  products  bought  from 
those  shops  or  from  Mr  Barr 
in  Wisbaw. 

Yesterday  Mr  Barr’s  solid- 
tor.  Owen  Ness,  said:  “He  is 
overwhelmed  by  how  grave 
the  situation  has  become.  He 
feels  the  deepest  sympathy  for 
the  families  of  these  who  have 
died. 

“He  cannot  comment  an  the 
eventual  outcome  of  the  inqui¬ 
ry.  other  than  to  say  that  he 
has  cooperated  fully  with  the 
environmental  health  officers. 
He  himself  Is  satisfied  that 
they  have  done  their  utmost  to 
complete  this  inquiry  as  soon 
as  possible.  He  and  his  staff 
are  giving  them  eway 
assistance."  - 

The  bacteria  responsible  for 
the  epidemic  first  emerged  in 
Britain  in  the  early  1980s  when 
a  handful  erf  cases  were  report¬ 
ed.  The  number  has  risen  ever 
since;  reaching  a  656  in  1994 
and  1,039  last  year.  Scotland 
has  a  much  higher  reported 
rate  of  infection  than  the  rest 
of  BriCun,  and.  the  biggest 
previous  outbreak  —  which 
affected  more  than  a  hundred 
people  in  1994  —  was  also  in 
Scotland. 

The  infection  is  usually 
caused  by  undercooked  min¬ 
ced  beef  products,  especially 
beefburgers,  but  the  bacteria 
can  also  be  transmitted 
through  milk,  cheese  and  un¬ 
treated  water.  They  can  also 
be  passed  from  person  to 
person  unless  hygiene  is  scru¬ 
pulous.  which  has  resulted  in 
outbreaks  in  hospitals,  child¬ 
care  centres,  nursing  homes 
and  other  institutions. 
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House  prices  still 
rising  in  England 


By  Sara  McConnell 


HOUSE  prices  continue  to, 
rise  in  most  of  England,  with 
London  and  the  South.  East 
enjoying  the  biggest  increases, 
according  to  official :  figures 
from  the  Land  Register-  Prices 
in  Greater  London  rose  by  63 
per  cart  in  foe .  quarter  to 
September,  while  <rtfrer  parts 
of  the  South  East.  indudin£ 
Buckinghamshire  -  and  Hert¬ 
fordshire,  "saw  increases  erf 
nearly  7  per  cent.  • 

Ai  the  other  endqf  the  scale, 
prices  in  -Merthyr  Tydfil  fa 
Wales  dropped  by  16  per.  cent 
between  the  second  aod  third, 
quarters  of  this  year,  while 
prices,  in  the  Norm  and  Mid¬ 
lands  were  patchy. 
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The  figures  are  based  on 
completed  property  safes  but 
do  not  take  into  account  the 
.  mik  . of  property  or  seasonal 
factors.  The  average  price  of 
new  flats  and  maisonettes  has 
risen  by  nearly  a  third  over  the 
past  12  months.'  Older  and 
.  converted  flats  showed  a  rise 
of  heariy  9  per  cent,  with  the 
average  frierease  in  ilai  prices 
'being  11  percent  -  -  • 

Halifax  Buiidmg  Society  fig¬ 
ures  next  week  are  expected  to 
,  confirm  that  the  recovery  is 
ccntimimg.  Last  month  the 
society  reported  al  L6  per  cent 
increase,  the  highest  monthly 
rise  since  Ifebruary  1994. 

-:  Rising  flat  prices  were  yes¬ 
terday  hailed  by  estate  agents 
air  evidence  mat  more  first 
time  buyers  have  derided  to 
commit  themselves.  -  . 


Council  tax  set 
for  6%  increase 

Council  taxes  axe  likely  to  rise 
by  at  least  6  per  cent  next  year 
alter  an  even  tighter  squeeze 
on  local  government. 

Town  hall  leadens  had 
asked  John  Gununer,  the 
Environment  Secretary,  for 
an  extra  £23  billion  to  main¬ 
tain  services  at 'their  present 
level,  but  for  the  third  year 
running  he  obtained  less  than 
half  that  amount  ——  Page  10 

Goldsmith  puts 
the  question 

Sir  James  Goldsmith  has 
disclosed  the  wording  of  the 
referendum  question  his  par¬ 
ty  wapts  putting  to  the  British 
people:  “  Do  you  want  the 
United  Kingdom  to  be  part  of 
a  federal  Europe  or  do  you 
want  the  United  Kingdom  to 

return  to  an  association  of 
sovereign  nations  that  are 
pan  of  a  common  trading 
market?” _ _ _ Page  11 
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Safu-Carita  JaasJkeJainen,  from  Finland,  on  her  rounds  in  Homerton  hospital 

Race  row  as  black  MP 
attacks  jobs  for  Finns 

By  Alice  Thomson  and  Dominic  Kennedy 


DIANE  ABBOTT,  the  Labour 
MP.  has  launched  an  attack 
on  “blonde,  Hue-eyed  Finnish 
girls”  who  work  in  her  local 
hospital. 

The  MP  for  Hackney  North 
and  Stoke  Newington  accuses 
the  Finnish  nurses  of  being 
unfit  to  work  at  Homerton 
Hospital  in  Hackney  because 
they  are  white  and  foreign  and 
“may  never  have  met  a  black 
person  before,  let  alone 
touched  one". 

Ms  Abbott,  Britain’S  first 
black  woman  MP,  says  that, 
the  hospital  should  never  have 
employed  30  Scandinavians  to 
work  in  the  multicultural  East 
End  of  London.  She  was 
immediately  branded  “racist” 
by  the  Tory  party.  Jan  Bruce, 
the  Tory  secretary  of  the  all- 
party  Finland  group  of  MPs, 
said:  “I  have  never  heard  such 
racist  rubbish  from  a  Member 
of  Parliament  in  recent  years. 
It  shows  complete  ignorance. 
She  is  using  racial  stereotypes 
which  are  wholly 
inappropriate.” 

Ms  Abbotrs  remarks  were 
described  as  "hysterical  and 
crass”  by  Homerton  hospital. 
It  said  the  Finns  were  hired 
because  of  a  severe  nursing 
shortage.  The  Finnish  nurses 
were  furious.  Satu-Carita 


Jaaskelainen,  25,  a  blue-eyed 
redhead  from  Helsinki,  who 
arrived  to  work  as  a  staff 
nurse  in  Hackney  last  month 
said:  “I  can’t  find  the  words  to 
express  how  angry  1  am 
because  we  are  all  human 
beings." 

She  said  she  only  knew  two 
of  her  fellow  nurses  from 
Finland  who  were  blonde  and 
one  of  the  nurses  is  black.  “We 
do  have  blue  eyes  as  much  as 
Indian  people  have  brown 
eyes.  There  is  nothing  1  can  do 
about  thaL  lt*s  ridiculous.  I 
don't  see  what  difference  it 
makes  if  I  did  have  blonde 
hair  and  blue  eyes  with  my 


Abbott  surprised  at 
choice  of  blondes 


competence  in  my  work."  she 
said. 

In  a  column  in  her  local 
newspaper,  the  Hackney  Ga¬ 
zette,  Ms  Abbott  wroie:  "I  am 
sure  that  these  young  women 
are  charming.  But  they  are 
basically  here  to  improve  their 
English  and  are  unlikely  to 
give  the  British  health  service 
a  lifetime's  commitment". 

She  added:  “I  am  surprised 
that  they  choose  to  bring  in 
blonde,  blue-eyed  girls  from 
Finland,  instead  of  nurses 
from  the  Caribbean  who  know 
the  language  and  understand 
British  culture  and  institu¬ 
tions.  Are  Finnish  girls,  who 
may  never  have  met  a  black 
person  before,  let  alone 
touched  one,  best  suited  ro 
nurse  in  multicultural 
Hackney?” 

The  Finnish  Embassy  said 
that  most  Finns  were  not 
blonde  and  blue-eyed  and  that 
it  was  ludicrous  to  say  that 
Finnish  nurses  had  never  met 
anyone  black. 

The  outspoken  MP  for 
Hackney  North  and  Stoke 
Newington  said  that  black 
nurses  had  been  subjected  to 
racism  by  being  confined  to 
the  worst  jobs.  “My  mother 
was  a  nurse  and  I  know 

Continued  on  page  2,  col  5 


Dying  Goon  Bentine  joked  with  Prince 


Besatine:' joked  with 
his  royal  visitor 


•  ’  By  Alan  Hamilton 

MICHAEL  BENTINE.  a  founding  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  1950s  radio  series  7Tie  Goori 
Show;  has  died  from  prostate  cancer.  He 
was.  72.  The  Prince  of  Wales  was  among 
his  last  visitors  at  the  Royal  Marsden 
Hospitalin  London. 

■  Richard  Bentine,  the  comedian’s  son, 
said  the  Prince  had  spent  an  hour  with  his 
father  m  Monday,  when  the  dying 
performer  was  barely  able  to  recognise 
his  own  family.  During  foe  visit,  Bentine 
had  revived,  recognised  his  royal  visitor 


and  engaged  in  “a  ridiculous  funny 
conversation”  He  added:  “It  was  an 
extraordinarily  land  and  gentle  gesture." 

Bom  in  Watford,  Hertfordshire,  erf  a 
Peruvian  father  and  educated  at  Eton. 
Bentine  had  a  lifelong  interest  in  the 
paranormal,  and  organised  faith-healing 
sessions  to  help  mend  the  Prince’s  arm 
after  he  broke  it  in  a  polo  accident  in  1990. 

Sr  James*  Palace  said  last  night  thar 
the  Prince  —  a  lifelong  admirer  of  The 
Goons  —  had  been  very  sad  to  team  of 
Bentine’s  death.  Sir  Harry  Sepimbe,  a 
fdlow-founder  of  the  Goons  with  Spike 


Milligan  and  the  late  Peter  Sellers,  has 
contacted  Ben  tine's  family  to  offer 
condolences. 

Bentine  appeared  in  41  episodes  of  The 
Goon  Show  before  embarking  on  a  solo 
career  with  television  series  such  as  The 
Bumblies  and  U'sA  Square  World.  His 
private  life  was  not  without  tragedy;  his 
parents  and  two  of  his  daughters  died  of 
cancer,  and  he  refused  chemotherapy 
treatment  for  himself,  saying  he  had  seen 
what  ir  had  done  to  his  children. 

Obituary,  page  25 
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French  lorry 
drivers  scent 
victory  after 
retiring  deal 

From  Ben  Macintyre  in  Paris 


IN  AN  anempi  10  buy  off 
sinking  lorry  drivers,  the 
French  Government  yesterday 
pledged  to  fund  earlier  retire¬ 
ment  and  shorter  working 
hours  in  a  draft  agreement 
between  union  leaders  and 
haulage  companies. 

The  lorry-blockades  of 
roads,  ports  and  fuel  depots 
that  have  paralysed  the  coun¬ 
try  for  ten  days  remained  in 
place,  however,  as  union  lead¬ 
ers  pressed  their  demands  for 
higher  wages. 

After  a  20-hour  negotiating 
session  Robert  Cros,  the  gov¬ 
ernment-appointed  mediator, 
announced  that  a  consensus 
had  been  reached  allowing 
drivers  with  25  years’  experi¬ 
ence  to  retire  at  55.  rather  than 
60.  on  75  per  cent  of  safety. 
Under  the  draft  accord,  the 
state  agreed  to  help  to  fund 
benefits  for  retired  lorry  driv¬ 
ers  from  the  age  of  57*2. 

The  Government  also 
agreed  that  haulage  com- 
pfoties  would  pay  reduced 
payroll  charges  in  return  for 
reducing  working  hours.  Gov¬ 
ernment  officials  said  last 
night  that  an  end  to  foe 
dispute  was  imminent,  but 
union  leaders,  who  are  de¬ 
manding  a  10  per  cenr  wage 
rise,  described  a  1  per  cent 
offer  by  employers  as  “insult¬ 
ing”. 

“Things  have  moved  for¬ 
ward,”  Roger  Polertr  of  the 
powerful  Foroe  Ouvriere  said, 
bur  he  insisted  that  the  240 
blockades  that  have  brought 
chaos  to  French  roads  would 
be  maintained  until  a  full 
agreement  was  reached. 

Bernard  Pons,  the  Trans¬ 
port  Minister,  said  "We  are  on 
the  verge  of  ending  this  crisis. 
We  are  pursuing  our  efforts  on 
foe  pay  issue  so  that  we  can 
reach  an  agreement  swiftly." 

Other  unions  immediately 
accused  the  Government  of 


favouring  employers  by  trying 
to  buy  its  way  out  of  foe 
dispute  with  tax-payers’ 
money. 

A  “day  of  action"  called  by 
union  chiefs  had  little  effect 
yesterday,  but  a  24-hour  strike 
by  rail  workers  blocked  the 
main  line  between  Paris  and 
the  port  of  Le  Havre  and  a 
similar  stoppage  disrupted 
rail  traffic  at  Nantes.  A  two- 
day  strike  by  Air  France  and 
Air  France  Europe  cut  one 
third  of  long-haul  flights  and 
half  the  domestic  service. 

With  more  than  1,000  Brit¬ 
ish  drivers  still  stranded  on 
the  Comment,  John  Major 
yesterday  called  on  the  French 
Government  to  intervene  to 
free  them.  “We  think  they 
have  an  obligation  firstly  to 
end  this  dispute  as  speedily  as 
possible  and  secondly  to  meet 
compensation  claims  for  dam¬ 
age  and  offer  guarantees  that 
the  compensation  would  be 
paid." 

Desperate  to  avoid  a  reperi 

Continued  on  page  2,  col  I 

Lortymen’swoes,  page  14 
Travel  News,  page  43 


To  h ell  with  this.  Let's 
walk  —  it’ll  be  a 
lot  quicker” 
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Heseltine  basks  in  reflected  glory  as  Scots  toast  an  absent  friend 

^  .  no  for  ia  honesty  own  interruptions.  Midiae 

Missing  from  the  has  never  quite  got  over  bong  of  the  l9S0s.  The  award  of  storm,  he  suggested,  “light-  she  waxes  ° ?he  describe a  Fbrsyth,yidnnexOf  the;Parf& 

Spictatar-High-  called  “Pteidenr  Staring  Backbencher  of  the  Ytw  watt  ning  may  sate  Wte;.  ^  ^£^^6  fad  to  spend  mmtdri^ldf  ^^^*5 

land  Park  Whisky  mistily  over  the  foliage  and  lorntlv  to  Julian  Brazier  (C.  ‘  ^  - 


Missing  from  the 
Specfafor-H/gfi- 
land  Park  Whisky 
awards  ceremony  yesterday, 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer  had  nevertheless  started 
it  in  style.  Pink  with  pleasure 
at  his  26p  cut  in  whisky  duty, 
managers  from  Highland 
Park  beamed  across  every 
table  at  die  Savoy. 

At  the  dais,  viewed  (from  my 
vantage  point)  through  a  bank 
of  fresh  flowers.  Michael 
Heseltine,  guest  of  honour  and 
eloquent  as  ever,  radiated  the 
gracious,  detached  air  he  now 
adopts  on  public  occasions.  He 


has  never  quite  got  over  being 
called  “President".  Staring 
mistily  over  the  foliage  ana 
into  the  middle  distance,  our 
Deputy  Prime  Minister  looked 
as  though  he  should  be  wear¬ 
ing  medals,  a  hip-to-shoulder 
silk  sash,  or  a  plumed  hat 
The  Editor  of  the  Spectator, 
Frank  Johnson,  recalled 
Heseltuie*s  command  of  the 
regeneration  of  Merseyside  — 
“the  Curzon  of  the  Semises,"  he 
said.  I  recognised  the  idiom 
and  thought-process  of  a  fel¬ 
low-satirist.  Frank  Johnson 
was  parliamentary  sketch- 
writer  for  The  Times  for  much 


of  the  !9S0s.  The  award  of 
Backbencher  of  the  Year  went 
jointly  to  Julian  Brazier  (C. 
Canterbury)  and  Paul  Flynn 
(Lab,  Newport  W).  Both  are 
fearless  men  with  that  faintly 
nutty  quality  without  which  ft 
is  hard  to  be  noticed  on  a 
modern  backbench. 

Captain  Brazier,  who  from 
the  backbenches  has  relied 
sometimes  more  on  the  batter¬ 
ing  ram  of  persistence  than  the 
rapier  of  intellect,  has  mount¬ 
ed  magnificent  rearguard  ac¬ 
tions  in  defence  of  the 
institution  of  marriage  and  the 
married  quarters  of  service 
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POLITICAL  SKETCH 


people.  He  gave  a  grateful 
likeable  speech  of  thanks, 
ending  in  a  story  about  Gener¬ 
al  Sherman  in  the  Jungle, 
which  nobody  could  quite 
understand.  Brazier  could  be¬ 
come  the  Eric  Cantona  of  the 

Tory  benches. 

The  indefatigable  Mr  Flynn 
used  the  Savoy  for  yet  another 


assault  on  bullbars  and  tab¬ 
loid  newspapers. 

Pteer  of  the  Year,  Earl  Rus¬ 
sell  caused  laughter  when  he 
admitted  that  the  hereditary 
principle  was  a  lottery,  but 
"many  are  in  favour  of  lotter¬ 
ies  these  days”.  Conrad  Rus¬ 
sell  is  Bertrand  Russell’s 
grandson-  In  life's  genetic 


storm,  he  suggested,  “light¬ 
ning  may  strike  twice". 

Menzies  Campbell  (Lib- 
Dem,  fife  NE),  awarded  the 
Member  to  Watch  trophy, 
caused  gales  of  Laughter  with  a 
. .  story  from  his  younger  days 
which  ray  colleague  on  the 
Times  Diary  recounts  within. 

•  The  Home  Office's .  Arm 
Wid  decora  be  (Minister  to 
Watch)  repeated,  against  ber- 
selt  the  "Doris  Karloff"  gibe 
which  tabloids  have  used 
against  her. 

A  gritty  and  plainspeaking 

woman.  what  Miss 
Widdecombe  lacks  in  grace 


she  makes  up  for  jn.  h^iy  ■ 
and  humour.  She  described  a 
day  in  which  she  had  to  spend 
an  afternoon  in  television  stu- 
dies  explaining  a  decision  not 
to 'deport  someone  whose  de¬ 
portation  she  had  spent  the 
mormrig  defending.  Rowing, 
she  said,  was  the  sport  which 
best  prepared  you  for  politics: 
"You  lode  one  way  and  move 
the  cither."' 

.  as  Debater  of  the  Year, 
Robin  Cook  mischievously 
thanked  David  -Mellor  and 
Michael  Hesdthte  far  guaran¬ 
teeing  the  success  ofhis  speech 
oa  the  Scott  Report  by  their 


own  intemiptions.  Michael 
PfcTsyth,  winner  of  the.Parfi^ 
menefriandf  Year-  award 
and  inventor  of  the.' ‘Tartan 
tax"  tag.  was  credited- with* 
having  turned  Scottish  devolu¬ 
tion  into  an-  embarrassment 
for  the  Labour  Front  bench. r . 

Congratulating  him  later  ox 
his  award,-  Forsyth's  Labour 
Shadow,  George  "Robertson  (a 
previous  winner). '  reminded 
him  that  final  judgment  would 
come  from  the  Scottish  people* 
“I  hope  he  enjoys  the.  award  in 
his  retirement" 

Lovely  people,  Parlia¬ 
mentarians. 


French  lorry  driver 
dispute  spreads 
chaos  into  Britain 


THE  paralysis  created  by 
French  lorry  drivers’  dispute 
spread  into  southern  Britain 
yesterday,  as  hundreds  of 
freight  vehicles  were  mar¬ 
shalled  away  from  the  Port  of 
Dover  into  a  waiting  com¬ 
pound  near  Ashford  in  Kent. 

The  thousand  or  so  drivers 
who  had  entered  the  park  by 
midday  had  faced  waits  of  up 
to  24  hours  far  permission  to 
leave  the  compound  and  drive 
on  to  the  coast.  With  the  lorry 


By  Kathryn  Knight 

park  filled  to  capacity.  many> 
side  roads  leading  to  it  filled 
with  queues  of  juggernauts. 

In  Dover,  the  closure  of  the 
Channel  Tunnel,  after  the 
recent  fire,  combined  with  the 
huge  volume  of  lorries  bat¬ 
tling  their  way  to  the  Conti¬ 
nent  led  to  queues  of  trucks 
stretching  for  miles  out  of  the 
town.  Twenty  miles  away  in 
Ashford,  in  an  attempt  to 
impose  some  order  on  the 
chaotic  mass  of  lorries  head- 


Lorry  strike  deal 


Continued  from  page  ( 
tion  of  last  year's  crippling  24- 
day  transport  strike.  President 
Chirac  personally  applied 
pressure  for  a  quick  resolution 
to  the  dispute. 

Local  authorites  have  im¬ 
posed  rationing  to  ensure  suf¬ 
ficient  fuel  for  emergency 
vehicles,  long  queues  formed 
at  many  petrol  stations  and 
school  buses  stopped  running 
in  parts  of  southern  France 
through  lack  of  fuel.  Fanners 
have  reported  feed  shortages 
due  to  the  disruption  of  grain 
shipments  and  several  fac¬ 
tories  have  been  forced  to  stop 
production. 

Any  agreement  to  end  the 
strike  will  have  to  be  approved 
by  union  members,  union 


negotiators  said.  But  with  two 
of  their  three  main  demands 
now  agreed  in  principle,  some 
union  leaders  were  already 
claiming  victory  last  night 

By  agreeing  to  help  fund  the 
strikers*  demands,  Alain 
Juppd  the  deeply  unpopular 
prime  minister,  may  have  won 
himself  a  much-need eed  re¬ 
spite  and  avoided  the  sort  of 
widespread  labour  rebellion 
that  brought  the  country  to  its 
knees  Last  winter. 

But  at  a  time  of  poor 
economic  performance, 
widepread  anger  and  rising 
unemployment  in  both  the 
private  and  public  sectors,  he 
has  set  a  dangerous  precedent 
starkly  at  odds  with  his  calls 
for  cuts  in  state  spending. 


ing  for  the  port.  -Kent  police 
and  Ashford  emmefl  organ¬ 
ised  a  quasi-military  opera¬ 
tion  in  which  afldrivers  had  to. 
report  to  the  tony  park  and 
obtain  a  numbered  ticket. 
Drivers,  many  waiting  ah  side 
roads  after  the  parfc  became- 
fulL  waited  to  be  let  but  in 
convoy.  25  at  a  time,  under 
police  escort. 

Having  escaped  the  Ashford 
turmoil,  drivers  then  had  to 
wait  up  to  six  hours  at  Dover 
for  sailings  to  Zeebrugge  in 
Belgium  rather  than  Calais,  a 
journey  of  three  hours  45 
minutes  compared  with  just 
over  an  hour  to  the  French 
coast. 

A  spokeswoman  for  Dover 
Harbour  Board  said  that  ferry 
companies  had  arranged  extra 
sailings  for  the  freight  lorries 
and  they  were  trying  to  help 
drivers  to  get  away  as  quickly 
as  possible. 

In  Ashfords  lorry  park 
waiting  drivers  swapped  tales 
of  woe  over  a  fry-up  and  mugs 
of  tea.  Many  feared  that  thar 
jobs  were  at  risk,  with  the 
smaller  haulage  companies 
losing-  large  sums  during  the 
French  dispute.  Others  who 
had  spent  the  night  in  the  their 
driver  cabin  in  the  park, 
reflected  gloomily  on  extra 
days  spent  away  from  the 
family  and  longer  onward 
journeys  from  ^Zeebrugge 


Lorries  queueing  yesterday  along  the  A2070  near  Ashford,  where  they  are  being  hdd  until  a  ferry  is  available 


rather  than  Calais,  causing 
more  disruption  to  their  plans. 

The  only  consoling  thought 
for  British  drivers  was  the 
rumour  that  English  police 
were  bring  less  than  helpful  to 
French  lorry-drivers  who  had 
made  it  over  to  this  side  of  the 
ChanneL  giving  wrong  direc¬ 
tions  and  “accidental" 
misinformation. 

Hany  Keep,  from  Croydon, 
had  been  in  the  lorry  park 
since  1030pm  on  Tuesday.  “I 
got  down  to  Dover,  got  told  to 
turn  round  by  the  police  and 
comeback  here  and  have  been 
hoe  ever  since.  I  am  supposed 
to  be  picking  up  furniture  in 
Italy  on  Thursday  morning 
and  if  I  don’t  get  there  I  don’t 
get  paid,  but  irs  not  looking 
too  good  is  it?  My  job's  on  the 
line  here." 

Last  week  Mr  Keep  spent 
five  days  stock  in  a  blockade 
150  miles  out  of  Calais.  “In  the 


end  I*d  had  enough,  so  I  drove 
over  fields  to  gel  away,  on  to 
Calais  where  I  had  to  dump 
the  lorry  and  came  aver  to 
Dover  as  a  foot  passenger.  The 
lorry’s  still  there,"  he  said. 
“Conditions  over  there  are 
terrible.  We  were  given  a  stick 
of  bread  and  a  borne  of  water 
to  last  us  days  and  when  we 
asked  about  food,  the  French 
police  said:  “Eat  the  grass’."  ' 
Martin  Scrowther  and  Col¬ 
in  Morris  were  enjoying  a  cup 
of  tea  and  a  cigarette  before 
heading  off  home.  “We*ve  both 
been  told  to  forget  it"  Mr 
Scrowther  said.  “We’ve  been 
here  since  midnight  waiting 
and  our  companies  have  now 
told  us  to  turn  back.  I’ve  got  to 
tty  again  on  Saturday  and 
hope  for  the  best.  The  problem 
is  that  I  get  paid  per  trip  so  I 
dent  earn  anything  if  I  don't 
deliver  the  goods,  even  if  IVe 
spent  12  days  on  the  road. 


There's  lots  of  guys  like  me 
who  will  end  up  out  erf  pocket" 

Mr  Morris,  whose  oompany 
is  based  in  Braintree.  Essex, 
said  he  feared  that  his  boss, 
who  owns  the  right  lorries, 
could  be  put  out  of  business: 
"He’s  going  to  find  it  really 
tough.  Something  like  this 
means  he’s  losing  money  like 
there’s  no  tomorrow.  It's  all 
very  well  talking  about  com¬ 
pensation  but  h  takes  forever 
and  it  could  come  too  late." 

The  jame  was  preventing 
Peter  Horsley,  who  had  driven 
from  his  Manchest^-based 
haulage  firm  on  Tuesday, 
from  rescuing  a  colleague  who 
had  been  stranded  an*  the 
Continent  in  a  broken-down 
lorry  since  Monday  morning. 

“I*ye  been  sent  with  a  trailer 
fa  rescue  tills  poor  guy  in 
Berlin  who  broke  down  as  he 
was  on  his-  way  to’  deliver 
goods  'fo  Poland.  He’s  ^ot 


By  Frances  Gibb 

LEGAL  CORRESPOND  ENT 

ONE  of  the  most  senior  judges  in 
England  and  Wales  last  night  called  for 
the  removal  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  as  the 
head  of  the  judiciary. 

Lord  Steyn.  a  law  tori  said:  “The 
proposition  that  a  Cabinet  minister  must 
be  head  of  our  judiciary  in  England  is  no 
longer  sustainable  on  either  constitution¬ 
al  or  pragmatic  grounds."  He  also  called 
for  the  removal  of  the  office  of  Attorney- 
General  who  supervises  criminal  pro¬ 
ceedings.  from  the  political  arena. 

In  a  controversial  address  to  the  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Law  Bar  Association.  Lord 
Steyn  said  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  gave 
the  appearance  of  speaking  neutrally  and 
impartially  as  head  of  the  judiciary.  But 
he  went  ore  The  truth  is  different.  Under 
governments  of  all  complexions,  the  Lord 


Chancellor  is  always  a  spokesman  for  the 
government  in  the  furtherance  of  its 
party  political  agenda." 

Recently,  he  said,  financial  constraints 
on  the  administration  of  justice  had  been 
controversial.  The  Lord  Chancellor  (Lord 
Mackay  of  Clashfem)  as  a  Cabinet 
member  represented  the  voice  of  reform 
guided  by  a  Treasury  perspective. 

Bui  the  view  of  judges  was  rather 
different  Lord  Steyn  said.  They  did  not 
“wholeheartedly  share  the  modern  ado¬ 
ration  of  the  deity  of  economy”,  he  said. 
“On  the  whole  they  put  justice  firsL"  That 
view  could  best  be  put  by  the  Lord  Chief 
Justice,  Lord  Steyn  suggested.  "He 
should  be  the  head  of  the  judiciary  in 
England  and  Wales." 

His  remarks  echoed  concerns  of  some 
but  not  afl  judges  that  the  Lord  Chancel¬ 
lor  no  longer  represents  their  views  when 
these  conflict  with  those  of  Government 


and  particularly  of  the  Treasury. 

Lord  Steyn  went  on  to  call  for  similar 
reforms  in  respect  of  the  office  of 
Attorney-General  a  post  at  present  held 
by  Sir  Nicholas  LyelL  QC  That  office 
should  be  removed  from  the  political 
arena  and  made  an  independent  office 
outside  government.  Lord  Steyn  said. 
Alternatively,  he  should  hand  over  his 
role  in  supervising  criminal  proceedings 
and  in  occasionally  instituting  civil 
proceedings. 

The  Attorney  General  was  a  "political 
figure  responsive  to  public  pressure." 
There  were  safeguards  against  any  abuse 
of  his  office  but  those  depended  on  weak 
conventions,  such  as  that  he  did  not  take 
orders  from  Government  but  could  seek 
ministers*  views.  Another  convention 
was  that  be  was  not  influenced  by  party 
political  considerations  but  couki  take 
account  of  public  policy. 


Continued  from  page  1 
many  nurses.  Black  nurses 
are  leaving  the  profession  all 
the  time  brcause  of  racism  and 
lack  of  career  development. 

“For  years  many  black 
nurses  have  found  themselves 
confined  to  the  night  shift  and 
unglamorous  specialisms  like 
mental  health  and  geriatric 
nursing,"  she  said. 

Her  comments  have  pro¬ 
voked  letters  of  complaint.  But 
Ms  Abbott  insisted  her  re¬ 
marks  were  not  racist-  She 
said:  “My  argument  is  not  that 
they  shouldn't  employ  white 
nurses.  My  argument  is  that 
they  should  employ  local 
people." 

A  spokesman  for  the  hospi¬ 
tal  said  her  comments  had 


caused  “deep  upset”  to  both 
patients  and  staff.  “We  have 
always  thought  that  colour  is 
not  important,  it  is  your 
professionalism  that  counts,'” 
said  Carol  Bailey,  the 
Hamerton*S  director  of  human 
resources. 

She  added:  “Of  course  we 
would  take  on  black  nurses  if 
we  could.  But  the  feet  is  that 
like  every  other  Itondoahospi- 
taJ,  we  are  feeing  a  huge . 
shortage  of  applicants." 

Patients  made  it  dear  they : 
thought  the  Finnish  nurses 
were  highly  professional 
Miss  Jaaskdainen’S  patient. 
Regina  Spio.  from  Ghana, 
who  is  bring  treated  far  stom¬ 
ach  pains  on  Haley  general 
surgery  ward,  condemned  Ms 
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‘Lord  Chancellor’s  role  should  go’  I MP  in  ‘blonde  nu 


dangerous  resins  in  the  bock 
of  ms  dab  which  need  to  be 
kept  at  a  Gotistant  temperature 
'  feit  he’s  naming  but  of  diesel 
to  keep  the  fridge  going. 

“He  can't  leave  the  vehicle 
and  he’s  waiting  for  me,"  Mr 
Horsley  raid  "I  got  to  Dover 
last  night  but  was  turned 
away  so.  I  have  been  waiting 
.  here  sinttmidnight  until  I  can 
go  on  fo  Zeebrugge.  God 
knows  What  I  will  fieri  there." 

Urouiprisingly,  sympathy 
far  their  French  colleagues 
was  in  short  supply.  "They're 
hakfing,«verybne  to  ransom," 
Mr  Scrowther  said.  “You  can 
sympathise  to  an extent,  but 
their  conditions  are  already 
better  than  ours  as  they  stand 
and  thQTve  got  ho  right- to 
drag  us...  ail  down  in  their 
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Aflb$re  attack.  "I  think  it  is 
raasg,  fthat  has  the  cotoarof 
bjpgsiir  got  to  do  wj&  Jjb'. 

TtSler  ■fhfoish  nurses  were 

ffctf  To  Britain  by  afofes- 

Enmg'jffcaff. 

le  tq’arrive  nexf  'y^r. 
will  be 'joined  by' ten 
blade  and  while  nurses  from 
South  Africa.  The  hospital  has 
42  per  cent  black  or  Asian 
nurses  in  fine  with  the  local 
population. 

Stephen  Scott,  a  non-execu¬ 
tive  director  of  the  hospital 
trust  h®  written  10  Ms  Ab¬ 
bott:.  “I  take,  it  that  your 
hysterical  tirade  about  blonde, 
biuc-eyed  girls  from  Finland 
also  includes  those  from 
Northern  Ireland  and  Eire." 
The  Royal  College  of  Nursing 
last  night  said  that  Ms  Abbott 
had  seriously  overreacted. 
“Nursing  is  a  muhi-citituial 
professiocL”iisJud._.  . 


Block  on 
parole 
unlawful 

A  Sex  offender  was  wrongly 
denied  parole  “solely  because 
of  his  refusal  to  admit  guilr, 
the  High-  Court  ruled 
yesterday. 

The  Parole  Board  decided 
that  Ronald  Powefl,  46.  was 
not  “an  acceptable  risk"  for 
release  because  he  had  main- 
tamed  his innocence.  Two 
judges  quashed  the  decision 
yesterday  and  imposed  an 
early  deadline  for  his  case  to 
be  reconsidered.  Legal  experts 
said  that  the  ruling  coukl 
affect  dozens  of  other  prison¬ 
ers  who  had  maintained  their 
innocence. 

Lawyers  attack 
bugging  powers 

Government  proposals  allow¬ 
ing  police  to  bug  private 
property  are  incompatible 
with  the  European  Conven¬ 
tion  on  Human  Rights,  ac¬ 
cording  to  three  leading 
banisters  whose  opinions 
were  sought  by  liberty,  the 
human  rights  group.  The 
Police  Bill  is  in  its  committee 
stage 

Faulty  heaters 
‘killing  more’ 

Faulty  gas  appliances  and 
blocked  chimneys  are  killing 
an  increasing  number  of 
people;  the  CO-Gas  Safely 
group  saMJUjfcmandedgovh. 
ernmennpctioo  to  tackle  the 

m 

ire 
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the  gas  industry. '  - 

Scottish  link 
to  Budget  leak  k 

The  search  for  the  Whitehall 
mole  who  leaked  the  Budget 
.papers  has  been  switched  to 
theEcottish  Office.  Detectives 
from  Scotland  Yard  are  plan¬ 
ning  to  interview  Scottish 
Office  staff  based  in  London 
and  Edinburgh  who  had  ac¬ 
cess  to  the  100  documents 
which  were  handed  over  to 
fix  Daily  Mirror. 

Army  blows  up 
boy’s  bomb  kit 

An  army  bomb  disposal  team 
sealed  off  a  housing  estate  for 
three  hours  while  they  carried 
out  a  controlled  explosion  on 
a  schoolboy’s  chemistry  kft. 
They  were  called  in  after 
CRytin  Towers,  16.  blew  up 
his  bedroom  in  an  experiment 
with  homemade  explosives  on 
the  Darrass  Hall  estate  near 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 


Travel  as  many 
times  as  you 
like  from  £59 


Take  oat  American  Express  annual  -  ■ 
travel  insurance  and. you  can  make  S9  go 
a  long  way:  Because  one  payment  means 
you  can  take  ariiunlimifced  number  of  trips 
throughout  the  year. 

And  how  you  don't  have  to  be  an 
American  Express  Cardmember  to  enjoy 
this  extra  security. 


£26.50 
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A  little  counter  espionage  as  former  MIS  chief  goes  over  to  M&S 


Rimington:  gone  from 
security  pass  to  bus  pass 


bv  John  Ashworth 
and  Michael  Evans 

AFTER  four  years  protecting  the 
safety  of  the  realm  against  spies  and 
saboteurs,  the  framer  MIS  chief 
Dame  Stella  Rimington  emerged  in 
a  new  guise  yesterday,  with  a  top  job 
helping  to  protect  die- interests  of 
Britain's  best-known  store  chain. 

As  a  non-executive  director  of 
Marks  &  Spencer,  her  world  will 
not  contain  quite  the  secrecy  of  her 
previous  occupation,  having  more 
to  do  now  with  underwear  than 
undercover,  but  foe  High  Street 
giant  managed  to  enter  into  foe 
spirit  of  things  by  refusing  to  say 


how  they  recruited  their  newest 
operative. 

However,  the  files  reveal  a  previ¬ 
ous  link.  Dame  Stella.  61.  was  once 
photographed  entering  her  local 
M&S  store  in  London  for  a  little 
shopping.  The  picture  appeared  in  a 
national  newspaper,  which  forced 
her  to  move  house  for  security 
reasons,  much  to  her  regret 

Since  retiring  as  Director-Gener¬ 
al  of  the  Security  Service  in  April, 
she  has  been  acclimatising  herself  to 
the  “outside  world’  beyond  counter¬ 
ing  espionage,  terrorism  and 
subversion. 

After  her  appointment  was  an¬ 
nounced  by  foe  company,  she  let  it 


be  known  that  she  was  delighted  10 
be  joining  foe  board.  "As  well  as 
being  a  long-standing  customer  of 
theirs.  I  am  a  great  admirer  of  their 
management  style,  and  their  ability 
to  change  with  foe  times."  she  said. 

"  1  think  that  my  own  experience 
of  managing  a  public  service  organ¬ 
isation  through  a  period  of  great 
change  will  enable  me  to  bring  a 
useful  additional  dimension  to  the 
board  team". 

During  her  four  years  as  Direc¬ 
tor-General  of  MI5,  she  became 
Britain’s  best-known  spy  chief, 
shrugging  off  media  nicknames 
such  as  "foe  housewife  superspy" 
and  delivering  several  keynote  lec¬ 


tures  which  gave  a  detailed  insight 
into  the  changing  role  of  the  service. 
Her  time  marked  a  watershed  in  its 
history,  introducing  a  new  degree  of 
openness  which  brought  the  divi¬ 
sion  out  of  the  Cold  War  and  firmly 
into  the  Nineties. 

The  first  female  in  the  post,  and 
the  first  Director-General  to  be 
publicly  named,  she  maintained  a 
high  profile,  including  appearances 
at  foe  Oxford  Union. 

Writing  recently  in  The  Times. 
she  sakfthat  life’ as  head  of  M15 
frequently  involved  “dashing  in  for 
3  trolley -load  of  convenience  food  on 
your  way  home  from  work".  She 
has  been  enjoying  her  new  freedom 


outside  “foe  ring  of  secrecy",  with 
foe  pleasures  of  normal  life,  includ¬ 
ing  die  joys  of  using  her  free  bus 
pass  to  travel  around  London. 

In  July.  Dame  Stella  received  a 
job  offer  from  Channel  4  io  front  a 
game  show  with  former  Sennet 
double  agent  Oleg  Oordievsky.  Bui 
she  made  it  clear  to  friends  that  she 
wanted  a  responsible  and  stimulat¬ 
ing  pan-time  job.  She  had  hoped  to 
become  Masier  of  Emmanuel  Coll¬ 
ege.  Cambridge,  and  was  inter¬ 
viewed  for  foe  post.  Although  she 
greatly  impressed  the  college,  there 
was  already  a  strong  internal  candi¬ 
date  and  she  was  turned  down. 

M&S  said  it  would  not  comment 


on  foe  circumstances  of  her  hotu11' 
ment  because  “that  is  not  someth 10 S 
we  would  talk  about  outside".  Her 
appointment  was  among  a  series  Oj 
boardroom  changes  after  Severn 
directors  decided  to  retire.  Nigel 
Colne,  executive  director  of  the 
company's  international  group,  will 
leave  next  March  after  37  years.  The 
corporate  affairs  executive  director 
David  Sieff  is  taking  up  a  non¬ 
executive  position. 

Dame  Stella  will  start  her  new  job 
on  January  1.  A  spokeswoman  for 
foe  sture  chain  said  that  her  salary 
would  be  published  in  foe  compa¬ 
ny's  annual  report  next  year.  At  M 15 
she  earned  ahout  £90,000  a  year. 


Schoolgirl  snubs 
Labour  candidate 
in  abortion  clash 


By  Joanna  Bale 


A  PROSPECTIVE  Labour  MP 
has  become  embroiled  in  an 
anti-abortion  row  at  a  Roman 
Catholic  school  in  the  constitu¬ 
ency  she  will  contest  at  the 
general  election.  A  lAyear-oId 
girl  boycotted  a  prizegiving 
ceremony  last  night  because 
she  was  due  to  receive  her 
award  from  Barbara  FoUett, 
who  describes  herself  as  pro- 
choice  on  abortion. 

The  girl's  mother  said  that 
her  daughter  was  asked  to 
leave  the  comprehensive 
school  because  she  refused  to 
accept  the  junior  school  award 
for  modem  languages  from 
Mrs-  Fbflett.  wife  of  the  mil¬ 
lionaire  novelist  Ken  Fbfiett 
and  a  friend  of  Tony  Blair, 
last  night  the  school  denied 
this. 

About  20  parents  with  anti¬ 
abortion  placards  picketed 
John  Henry  Newman  Roman 
Catholic  School  in  Stevenage, 
Hertfordshire:  last  night  as 
Mrs  Fbllett  and  hundreds  of 
other  parents  arrived.  Earlier 
some  of  the  parents  had  been 
escorted  off  foe  -school 
premises  by  police. 

One  placard  read:  “Fofletrs 
folly  —  Emily*  List".  Mrs 
Follett,  a  former  "image  mak¬ 
er"  to  foe  Labour  Party,  found¬ 
ed  Emily*  list  which  raises 


money  for  women  wishing  to 
stand  as  Labour  candidates. 
Women  who  are  sponsored 
must  sign  a  declaration  that 
they  will  be  proichoice  in  line 
with  the  1992  Labour  election 
manifesto. 

The  schoolgirl.  Emilia 
Klepacka.  said:  "My  con¬ 
science  would  not  allow  me  to 
accept  the  jirize  from  someone 
who  is  anti-life  in  the  things 
she  has  done  and  proposes  to 
do  and  who  discriminates 
against  rathr^  who  wish  to 
become  Mi*."  She  said  that 
her  classmates  were  giving 
her  moral  support  Emilia  is 
backed  by  her  mother  Kinga, 
a  Polish  Catholic. 

Mrs  Klepacka  and  her  hus¬ 
band  Staxuslaw,  an  architect, 
pray  outside  abortion  clinics 
and  offer  help  to  patients.  She 
said:  "The  .  school  is  endorsing 
a  woman  who  has  founded  an 
organisation  to  provide  career 
opportunities  in  the  culture  of 
death. 

"Her  organisation  is  ensur¬ 
ing  that  only  women  who 
support  prtHfoartian  legisla¬ 
tion  "are  elected  as  Labour 
MPs,  which  rules  out  girls 
from  .Roman  Catholic  schools 
unless  they  are  prepared  to  go 
against  their  consciences  and 
their  Church."  Mrs  Klepacka 


said  she  had  been  in  dispute 
with  the  school  for  several 
years  over  sex  education  and 
contraception  advice  given 
outside  foe  context  of  chastity 
and  marriage. 

In  an  interview  with  BBC 
Three  Counties  Radio  yester¬ 
day.  Mrs  FoUett  said:  "I  am 
terribly  sorry  that  foe  girl’s 
mother  has  taken  this  stand.  I 
believe  that  she*  a  brilliant 
pupil  and  she  does  deserve  her 
prize.  I  would  very  much  like 
to  give  it  i  to  her  because  I 
approve  of  women  who 
achieve. 

“lm  anti-abortion  but  I  do 
believe  that  foe  choice  has  to 
be  down  to  the  individual 
With  Emily*  List  foe  ones 
who  we  support  are  pro- 
choice.  They  are  not  pro- 
abortion-  I  am  sorry  that  this 
very  personal  issue  has  been 
made  into  a  political  one  by 
the  mother. 

"We  have  no  discrimination 
against  Catholic  women.  Part 
of  my  family  is  Catholic.  1 
have  deep  respect  for  Catho¬ 
lics  and  that  is  why  1  am 
coming  to  foe  school.  We  have 
Roman  Catholic  women  on 
Emily*  list  who  are  pro- 
choice." 

A  statement  issued  by  the 
school  said  that  it  respected 
foe  reasons  Emilia  had  given 
for  not  accepting_the  award.  It 
went  an:  "Emilia  is  a  good 
pupil  and  there  is  no, question 
of  her  being  asked  to  leave  the 
school.  asis~alfegedb  "  "  - 

“It  is  our  practice  to  invite 
public  figures,  both  clergy  and 
lay.  to  present  awards.  Mrs 
FoUett  has  been  helpful  to  the 
school  in  organising  work- 
experience  for  a  student  and  in 
supporting  a  project  in  Ugan¬ 
da  which  is  sponsored  by  our 
pnpils- 

“The  school  is  not  aware 
that  she  is  in  favour  of 
abortion.  The  governors'  poli¬ 
cy  and  foe  school*  teaching  is 
folly  in  accordance  with  foe 
Roman  Catholic  Church* 
teaching  on  these  matters." 


PHIL  HANNATORO 


Roisin  McAliskey,  who  is  44  months  pregnant  arriving  at  court  yesterday.  She  was  remanded  in  custody  at  Holloway  prison  for  a  week 


Pregnant  McAliskey 
‘faces  health  risk  in  jail’ 


Bv  Russeu.  Jenkins 

THE  elder  daughter  of  Bernadette 
McAliskey.  the  former  nationalist 
MP,  is  at  risk  of  serious  complications 
with  her  pregnancy  while  rite  awaits 
extradition  to  Germany  on  IRA  bomb 
charges,  a  court  was  told  yesterday. 

Roisin  McAliskey.  25,  looked  pale  as 
she  walked  into  Bow  Street  Magis¬ 
trates'  Court  in  London  but  was  able  to 
wink  and  wave  to  supporters  in  foe 
public  gallery,  including  her  sister 
Deirdre,  21.  She  was  remanded  in 


custody  for  a  week  after  the  five- 
minute  hearing. 

Ronald  Bartle,  the  stipendiary  mag¬ 
istrate,  was  told  that  the  German 
authorities  were  preparing  charges  of 
attempted  murder  arising  from  a 
mortar  bomb  attack  on  a  British  Army 


base  in  Osnabruck.  Miss  McAliskey* 
solicitor.  Gareth  Peirce,  did  not  re¬ 
quest  bail  but  said  that  a  full 
application  would  be  made  at  (he  next 
hearing.  Miss  McAliskey  was  44 
months  pregnant,  she  said.  “There  is 
considerable  concern  about  her 


health."  Mrs  Peirce  added:  “Through 
me.  she  would  like  to  say  she  is 
innocent  of  foe  offences." 

Miss  McAliskey,  a  graduate  of 
Queen’s  University,  Belfast,  was 
arrested  by  foe  RUC  at  her  parents’ 
home  in  Co  Tyrone  last  Wednesday. 
She  will  be  held  at  Holloway  prison. 

The  German  authorities  are  seeking 
to  extradite  a  second  person  in 
connection  with  the  attack  in  June. 
James  Cony.  28.  of  Belfast  was 
remanded  in  custody  in  Dublin  yester¬ 
day  after  being  arrested  on  Tuesday. 


Film  exposes  council 
chief  as  litter  bug 


Tailback  led  to  farmer’s  fine 


A  VILLAGE  store  owner  who 
set  up  a  hidden  video  camera 
to  trap  the  person  dumping 
rubbish  on  his  doorstep  found 
that  die  offender  was  foe 
chairman  of  the  parish  coun¬ 
cil.  Jim  Mitchell,  owner  of  the 
newsagent*  shop  nexr  door, 
was  filmed  dropping  piles  of 
litter  four  times  over  six 
weeks,  a  court  was  told. 

Ivan  Prentice,  52,  and  his 
brother  Austin.  49.  who  run 
foe  Lend  is  store  in  Carlton 
Colville,  near  Lowestoft,  Suf¬ 
folk.  handed  the  videotape 
evidence  to  the  police.  Mitch¬ 
ell.  50.  who  is  also  an  indepen¬ 


dent  Suffolk  county  councillor 
and  school  governor,  ap¬ 
peared  before  Lowestoft  mag¬ 
istrates  on  Tuesday.  He 
admitted  four  charges  of  de¬ 
positing  liner,  was  fined  £150 
and  ordered  to  pay  £30  costs. 

The  court  was  fold  that  he 
had  dumped  rubbish  deliber¬ 
ately  because  he  was  fed  up 
about  the  Prentice  brothers 
serving  youths  he  had  banned 
from  his  shop  for  unruly 
behaviour.  Jane  Cox,  defend¬ 
ing.  said:  “He  agrees  that 
somewhat  childishly,  he  re¬ 
turned  the  litter  to  where  it 
had  come  from.” 


A  FARMER  was  fined  for 
inconsiderate  driving  yester¬ 
day  after  trundling  along  in 
his  combine  harvester  for 
nearly  two  miles  at  lOmph 
with  a  “very  long  queue"  of 
angry  drivers  behind  him. 

When  Stephen  Leigh.  33. 
drove  past  a  lay-by  instead  of 
putting  in  and  letting  the 
drivers  pass,  one  took  down 
his  registration  number,  re¬ 
porting  him  to  police  when  he 
finally  turned  into  a  field. 

Mr  Leigh.  33.  of  Doulting. 
Somerset,  had  been  travelling 
between  two  farms  owned  by 
his  boss,  Reg  Keevil.  The 
court  clerk.  Len  Allen,  told 
magistrates  in  Wells  that  it 


was  an  “unusual"  offence. 
“Mr  Leigh  was  driving  a 
combine  harvester  at  llam  on 
the  A36I  from  Frame  towards 
Shepton  Mallet  The  A361  is  a 
single  carriageway  separated 
by  a  central  system.  The 
combine  was  travelling  at 
about  ten  miles  an  hour. 

"It  would  have  been  danger¬ 
ous  for  any  of  foe  following 
traffic  to  attempt  to  overtake. 
He  drove  for  one  and  a  half 
miles  without  stopping  to  al¬ 
low  a  very  long  queue  of  traffic 
behind  him  to  overtake.  He 
could  have  used  lay-bys  to 
allow  foe  traffic  to  get  by.” 

Mr  Leigh,  who  admitted  the 
charge,  was  yesterday  lined 


£120.  ordered  to  pay  £300 
costs,  and  had  his  licence 
endorsed  with  three  penalty 
points. 

Mr  Keevil  said  afterwards: 
“Stephen  was  acting  on  my 
instructions.  He  had  to  get 
from  A  to  B  on  the  road.  He 
didn't  use  the  lay-by  when  he 
could  have  done." 

An  RAC  spokesman  said: 
“We  have  never  come  across  a 
case  like  this  before.  Most 
farmers  are  fairly  considerate 
and  will  putt  over  a  tractor  or 
combine  harvester  if  there  is  a 
big  tailback.  But  this  ruling 
sends  out  a  dear  message  to 
any  inconsiderate  drivers  of 
agricultural  vehicles." 
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Kidnapped  shipping  agent 
feared  he  would  suffocate 


A  GREEK  shipping  agent 
told  a  jury  yesterday  how  he 
Heaped  he  would  suffocate  or 
die  from  a  heart  attack  after 
he  was  kidnapped  at 
gunpoint  and  “stuffed"  into 
the  boot  of  a  car. 

George ..  Fraghistas,  43, 
broke  down  briefly  in  the 
witness  box  at  the  Old  Bailey 
when  shown  a  balaclava 
worn  by  his  one  of  his  captors 
— who  demanded  a  £5  million 
ransom  —  as  they  launched 
their  kidnap  on  a  Sunday 
evening  in  a  London  car  park. 

Describing  his  nineday  or¬ 
deal  of  sensory  deprivation  in 
a  cupboard  where  he  was 
Imprisoned,  he  said:  "1  was 
completely  disorientated, 
scared,  you  know  the  feeling." 

Mr  Fraghistas,  who  sprat 
most  of  his  time  In  captivity  in 
a  mask,  his  bands  and  legs 

bound,  and  his  ears  plugged, 
said:  "The  worst  thing  is  one 
moment  you  get  some  hope, 
you  think  something  not  di¬ 
sastrous  might  happen,  and 

the  other  moment,  you  think 

the worst  will  happen.  It  takes 
some  days  to  get  to  terms  with 


By  Michael  Horsnell 

this  and  start  living  with  the 
knowledge  of  what  foe  bob 
tom  line  is.  1  believe  it  took  me 
three  days  to  get  used  to  this. 
The  fourth  day  things  got 
better." 

He  recounted  a  chilling 
conversation  with  one  of  his 
captors:  "He  asked  me  if  I  was 
going  to  co-operate  and  I  said 
1  had  no  other  choice.  He 
made  It  clear  that  if  the  police 
became  involved  or  if  they 
were  not  successful  they 
would  have  to  kill  me  by 
injection.  That  is  painless, 
they  said.  He  said  he  would 
use  a  gun  if  that  was  what  I 
wanted." 

The  four  men  who  allegedly 
abducted  him  told  him  at  one 
stage  that  they  woiked  for ‘an 
organisation’  which  needed 
his  money.  They  reduced 
their  demand  to$3m  (£1.8  mil¬ 
lion)  after  several  days  of 
discussion,  but  Mr  Fraghistas 
said  he  "got  the  feeling  at  the 
time  that  it  was  non-negotia- 
Me."  He  was  warned  that  if  he 
did  not  co-operate  or  if  he 
accidentally  caught  sight  of 
his  kidnappers,  he  would 


have  to  be  killed. 

Two  Greeks  —  Constantine 
Korkolis.  39.  and  Than  as  sis 
Zografos.  24  —  and  two 
Frenchmen.  Jean-Marc 
Mereu,  36,  and  Djemel 
MoussaouL  33  —  have  denied 
kidnapping,  false  imprison¬ 
ment  and  blackmail 

Mr  Fraghistas,  who  comes 
from  a  wealthy  shipping  fam¬ 
ily,  said  he  was  kidnapped 
after  parking  his  car  at  an 
NCP  car  park  in  Maida  Vale, 
west  London.  He  was  driving 
home  from  the  offices  of  his 
company.  World  Carrier 
(London)  Ltd. 

One  of  his  worst  moments 
was  when  he  was  allowed  a 
shower  four  days  after  his 
abduction.  He  said:  “I  was 
very  scared  because,  the  night 
before,  I  overheard  the 
French  people  saying  that  at 
6pm  they  would  ‘do  it  nicely’. 
I  was  carried  into  Ihe  bath¬ 
room.  They  put  a  tape  over 
my  eyes.  I  was  told  to  kneel.  1 
thought  ft  was  the  end.  But 
nothing  happened." 

The  case  continues  on 
Friday. 


Boxes  at 
Lord’s  on 
sale  for 
£375,000 

By  Bill  Frost 

CRICKET  lovers  marooned 
without  hope  at  the  bottom  of 
the  MCC  waiting  list  are  being 
offered  private  boxes  at  Lord’s 
—  providing  that  they  have 
£375,000  to  spare. 

With  access  to  Test  matches, 
one-day  finals,  university 
games  and  the  Cricket  World 
Cup.  foe  rent  has  been  set  at 
“competitive  rates"  of  between 
£40.000  and  £65.000  a  year. 
However,  the  contract  is  for  a 
five-year  term  and  the  tenant 
must  also  make  a  £50,000 
interest-free  loan  to  the  club. 

Benefits  include  up  to  16  free 
tickets  for  each  day  the  box  is 
used.  Lord*  is  notoriously 
choosy,  but  the  MCC  also 
needs  money  to  hefp  build  the 
New  Grand  Stand. 

Garin  Brent,  of  Humberts 
Leisure,  foe  company  in 
charge  of  renting,  said:  "The 
dub  will  still  have  the  right  to 
refect  applications.  There  is  no 
danger  of  the  wrong  sort  of  per¬ 
son  being  allowed  to  rent  a  box 
simply  because  he  has  money." 


Author  grabs  fame  by  the  love  handles 


By  Dalya  Alberge 
ARTS  CORRESPONDENT 

A  LITERARY  virgin  was  happy  to  accept 
an  award  for  his  first  book  yesterday, 
even  though  it  was  for  writing  the  worst 
sexual  episode  to  have  been  published  in  a 
novel  during  the  past  year. 

David  Huggins,  37,  follows  in  good 
company  by  winning  foe  Bad  Sex  in 
Fiction  prize  from  The  Literary  Review. 
Previous  recipients  include  Mdvyn 
Bragg  and  runners-up  included  Salman 
Rushdie  and  Doris  Lessing.  The  editor  of 


the  Review,  Auberon  Waugh,  established 
the  prize  four  years  ago.  He  said  that 
novelists,  like  teenagers,  were  being 
pressurised  into  sex:  “It  is  a  national 
disgrace  that  nearly  every  novelist  feels  he 
has  to  indude  a  passage  of  sexual 
description,  however  awkward,  perfunc¬ 
tory  or  embarrassing  for  all  concerned." 

Passages  from  Mr  Huggins’s  The  Big 
Kiss .  which  he  describes  as  a  "dark,  urban 
tale",  included:  “She  grabbed  my  love 
handles,  her  eyes  black  saucers  staring 
info  mine  as  she  hooked  a  yoga-leg  onto 
my  shoulder.  We  went  through  a  medley 


of  our  favourite  positions."  The  rest  is 
unprintable. 

Mr  Huggins,  an  illustrator,  said  he 
wrote  his  story  in  a  weekend.  Accepting 
£250  and  a  statuette  inspired  by  the  theme 
of  the  prize,  he  said:  “I  am  delighted  and 
honoured.  I’ve  lived  for  this  day  all  my 
life."  Commenting  on  the  winning  pas¬ 
sage,  he  said:  “The  book  is  meant  to  be  a 
black  comedy.  I  thought  it  was  funny. 
There  is  no  sex  until  halfway  through." 

A  spokeswoman  for  his  publishers. 
Picador,  said:  "We  are  thrilled  that  David 
Huggins  is  up  there  with  the  greats." 
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than  that.  And  bettor  cared  for:  by  hdndr  bospftafoy. 


The  catch?  YeuTI  have  to  be  an  eaviy  bfafi  (but  not 
necessarily  a  nlgfat  owl). 


i 


THE  TIMES 


thttksDAY  NOVEMBER  28 19— 


allowed  to  answer. 


DO  YOU  WANT  THE  UK  TO 

BE  PART  OF  A 
FEDERAL  EUROPE?* 


DO  YOU  WANT  THE  UK  TO 
RETURN  TO  AN  ASSOCIATION 
OF  SOVEREIGN  NATIONS 
THAT  ARE  PART  OF  A 
COMMON  TRADING  MARKET?t 


❖  By  “a  Federal  Europe”  it  is  meant  a  European  Union  with  supranational  political 
institutions,  including  The  European  Parliament, The  European  Commission,  and  The 
European  Court  of  Justice,  and  in  which  every  nation  must  apply  European  Law,  and 
which  would  bring  about  Economic  and  Monetary  Union. 

f  A  common  trading  market  would  allow  the  free  movement  of  goods,  services,  labour 
and  capital,  whilst  limiting  the  power  of  the  Community  institutions  exclusively  to 
ensuring  that  that  marketplace  would  be  efficient,  competitive  and  fair 

N.B.  The  precise  wording  of  the  question  to  be  put  to  the  electorate  and  the  conditions  necessary  to  obtain  a  fair  debate  and  vote  should  be  established  by  parliament 
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Trap-shy  plague  was  hooked  on  fish 


.JEREOBPKX  WARWE  ft  ( 


By  Nigel  Hawkjss,  science  editor 


A  PLAGUE  of  mice  that 
infested  die  centre  of 
Birmingham  were  finally  ' de¬ 
feated  by  exploiting  their 
weakness  for  tuna  fish.  . 

The  mice  infested"  tinemas, 
restaurants  and  shops  around' 
theBull  Ring,  avoiding  all  the 
traps  and  poisons  laid  for 
them.  Though  present  in  large 
numbers,  even  catching  a  few  ■ 
for  study  proved  difficult,  _ 

“There  was  a  massive  infes¬ 
tation,  bat  they  simply  didn't 
go  into  the  traps.”  said  Profes¬ 
sor  Richard  Sibly.  of  the 
School  bf  Animal. and  Micro¬ 
bial  Science  at  Reading  Univ¬ 
ersity.  Ride  Humphries,  a 
FftD  student  working  under 
Professor  Sibly. .  eventually . 
succeeded  by  tempting  them 
into  traps  with  tuna  fish. 

“It  took  him  months,  and 
even  then  we  only  caught  a 
few,”  Professor  Sibly  said.  As 
well  as  being  streetwise,  foe 
mice  .were  highly  strung. 
When  confined,  they  got  so 
worked  up  foattheyoften  died 
of  stress.  "They  were  very 
aggressive  to  handle  and  diffi¬ 
cult  to  keep  in  cages,”  herald 
New  Scientist 

When  the  Reading  scientists 
studied  the.  mice;  they  found 
that  they  had-  unusual  food 
preferences.  A  group  of  the 
Birmfogham-mice  were  com¬ 


pared  with  mice  caught  on 
-Berkshire  forms.  While  foe 
..  Berkshire  mice  enjoyed  ca¬ 
nary  seed,  wheat,  and  cereal- 
based  laboratory  mouse  diets, 
the  Birmingham  mice  would 
not  touch  them.“Their  dislike 
of  these  foods  was  so  strong 
that  they  would  almost  rather 
die  than  eat  them,”  Professor 
Sibly  sakJ. 

•  They. would,  however,  eat 
protein-rich  foods  such  as 
chicken  or  tuna.  Further  study 
showed  why.  Their  digestive 
systems  contained  abnormally 
•  low  levels,  of  an  enzyme  called 
bela-aroylase,  vital  for  digest¬ 
ing  starch.  They  had  evidently 
learnt  to  avoid  carbohydrate 
because  it  gave  them  indiges¬ 
tion.  “Their  guts  swelled  up  to 
.five  times' foe  norma]  sire 
when  they  were,  forced  to  eat 
if  Professor  Sibly  said. 

Once  the  pet-control  com-' 
panyRen  total  had  been  told  of 
the  preferred  diet  of  the  mice, 
it  was  able  to  tackle  the 
infestation.  Adrian  Median, 
chief  biologist  in  foe  research 
and  development  division  of 
Rentokil,  said:  “We  first  tried 
to  deal  with  these,  mice  ,  in  the 
late  1960s.  We  got  nowhere, 
but  once  we  started  to  use  the 
tuna  baits,  we  began  to  get  it 
under  control. " 

‘  The  Infestation  was  diihi- 


Turtles  shake  off 
satellite  scientists 


By  Nigel  Hawkes 


THE  secret  and  ancient  world 
of  foe  shy  turtle  is  defying 
attempts  to  explore  it  with 
satellite  technology.  : 

Transmitters  tethered  to 
leatherback  turtles  setting  our 
across  foe  Ricific  from  Costa 
Rica  have  discovered  that  each  • 
follows  the  same  napfoWcorri- 
dor  in  .foe  ocean,  but  foe  . 

d^tinatjon^is^fo^^red.  Al¬ 
though  all.  tte ^transmitters . 
were  supposes  tbTast  fa*  a' 
year,  one  survived  a  mere 
three  days  and  the  longest  for 
87  days.  '  /• 

A  tedsn  af  American  scien¬ 
tists  attached  fo&  transmitters 
to  eight  furfies.  .two '  each 
season  for  for .  four  years 
between .  1992;  .and  1995.  It 
proved  difficult  to  make  foe 
transmitters  stick  to  the  shells, " 
so  they  were  attached  Instead  ■ 
by  a  short  tether,  the  turtles 
pulling  them  along  behind 
them. 

The  movement  was  >  fol¬ 
lowed  by  satellite  tracking,  foe 


team  reports  in  Nature.  All  the 
turtles  set  off  from  the  same 
b$ach  after  they  had  laid  their 
Kgs  at  a  nesting  site  near 
-fiaya  Grande,  and  all  headed 
in  foe  same  direction,  roughly 
.:  towards  the  Galapagos  Is¬ 
lands.  TWo  who  set  off  15  days 
'  apart-  in  ¥)92  were  no  more 
than  20  kilometres  apart  after 
.  cowering  more  than  J700 
IpLj^^ptres.  Theturtlte  thafcwas 
jfradeed  for  longest  covered 
'  2.780' kfiametres' in  87  days 
before  the  signal  failed.  • . 

.  The  team,  led  by  Dr  Ste¬ 
phen  Morreale  of  Cornell 
:  University  ,  do  oat  know  haw 
the  turtles  navigate  so  precise 
a  otwrse.  although  possible 
explanations  include  currents, 
.magnetic  cues,  or  foe  avail¬ 
ability  of  food.  : 

Thesdentists  say  that  in'  foe 
effort  to  conserve  foe  turtle,  an 
endangered  'species,  migra¬ 
tory'  routes  should  be  safe- 
■  guarded.!  together  .with 
nesting-  sites  and  feeding 
:  areas  . 


nated  by  1994.  but  the  scientif¬ 
ic  work  was  completed  only 
recently.  Professor  Sibly  said 
that  the  Birmingham  mice 
had  another  peculiarity,  an 
extreme  reluctance  to  go  into 
traps;  "This  is  very  curious,” 
be  says,  “because  if  this  behav- 
iour.has  a  genetic  basis  it  must 
involve  at  least  two  gene 
mutations.  I  would  very  much 
like  todo  some  more  work,  if  I 
could  get  support  for  it". 

Mr  Meehan  said  he  was  not 
aware  of.  any  other  mire 
developing  those  particular 
characteristks.  “We  have  had 
a  few  reports,  but  nothing  on  a 
comparable  scale.  At  the  time, 
I  feared  it  would  spread  rap¬ 
idly,  but  fortunately  it  hasn’t." 
□  Cases  of  mice  infestation 
reported  to  local  authorities 
fell  from  141.914  in  1993-94  to 
130,964  in  1994-95.  according 
to  the  Chartered  Institute  of 
Environmental  Health  (Nick 
NutialJ  writes).  Mice  infesta¬ 
tions  overall,  however,  are  up 
since  1979  by  10  per  cent. 

The  1949  Prevention  of 
Damage  by  Pests  Act  requires 
householders  and  companies 
to  report  infestation  cases  to 
councils.  But  many  firms  do 
not  bother  and  instead  call  in 
pest  control  companies. 

Leading  axtide,  page  23 


Legal  threat 
to  stem 
water  leaks 

ByNickNuitall 

SEVERAL  big  water  com¬ 
panies  were  accused  by  the 
industry  regulator  yesterday 
of  doing  too  little  to  plug  leaks. 
Ian  Byatt,  Director-General  of 
Water  Services,  said  foal  le¬ 
gally  binding  targets  would  be 
introduced  in- April  .1998  un¬ 
less  foe  industry  met  volun¬ 
tary  targets  for  leak  redaction. 

He  named  Thames,  Welsh. 
North  West.  'Severn  Trent, 
South  Westahd  Yorkshire  as 
foiling  to  make  adequate 
progress  in  tackling  leaky 
pipes  after  the  targets  were 
agreed  earlier  this  year. 

Thames  Water  received  the 
greatest  criticism.  Its  total 
leakage  has  risen  rather  than 
declined  since  the  last  figures, 
to  38.6  per  cent.  A  spokesman 
said  that  foe  rise  was  due  to 
more  accurate  estimates  of  foe 
amount  being  lost  rather  than 
more  leaks. 

Welsh  Water's  leakage  was 
373  per  cent  and  North  West’s 
333  per  cent. 
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Catholics  warned 
against  infection 
from  holy  water 


By  Russell  Jenkins 


“Give  me  some  fish.  Hunca  MuncaT  Scientists  might  not  have  known  rodents’ 
dietary  habits,  but  Beatrix  Potter  observed  them  in  The  Tale  of  Two  Bad  Mice 

If  all  else  fails,  call  in  the  cat 


By  Our  Science  Editor 

MANY  different  methods 
have  been  tried  for  catching 
mice,  from  foe  humble  to  the 
high-tech.  A  traditional  trap  is 
stiff  effective,  says  Adnan 
Meehan,  chief  biologist  in  the 
research  division  of  Rentokil. 
but  only  for  certain  types  of 
mice.  He  says  the  ordinary 
house  mouse  can  be  divided 
into  two  categories,  the  trap- 
shy  and  foe  trap-prone. 

The  latter  can  be  caught 
and  lulled  in  ordinary  traps. 


as  long  as  the  householder  is 
not  too  squeamish.  The  trap- 
shy  type  needs  poison  but  the 
traditional  blood-thinning 
Warfarin  is  no  longer  effect¬ 
ive  as  mice  have  developed 
resistance  to  it  However, 
improved  versions  are  avail¬ 
able  that  stiff  work. 

At  the  other  extreme  is  the 
Mouse  Alert  developed  by 
Rentokil  which  uses  infra-red 
beams  to  detect  the  mouse 
entering  the  trap,  then  closes 
the  door  behind  it  A  signal  is 
automatically  sent  to  a  com¬ 


puter.  which  dials  a  telephone 
number  to  alert  staff  to  re- 
more  foe  mouse  from  the 
premises.  No  bait  is  needed 
for  this  trap  as  research  has 
shown  that  mice  like  to  scurry 
close  to  walls,  sensing  their 
position  with  their  whiskers. 
As  long  as  the  box  is  left  dose 
to  the  waff  the  mouse  will  go 
in  —  unless,  foal  is.  it  is  of  the 
Birmingham  strain. 

However,  there  is  a  tried 
and  trusted  method  if  sophis¬ 
ticated  alternatives  fail;  foe 
household  cat. 


HOLY  WATER  from  religious 
shrines,  revered  for  centuries 
as  having  healing  powers, 
could  do  more  harm  than 
good,  believers  are  warned 
today  in  the  Catholic  Herald. 

The  anointing  of  open  sores, 
intravenous  drips  and  wounds 
has  been  a  common  practice 
for  relatives  of  foe  sick  in  hos¬ 
pitals.  Some  people  drink  the 
water.  However,  a  study  of 
holy  water  cultures,  drawn 
from  shrines  such  as  Lourdes 
and  Walsingham.  has  shown 
that,  owing  to  germs  on  peo¬ 
ple’s  hands  or  in  bottles  hold¬ 
ing  the  water,  it  often  becomes 
a  breeding  ground  for 
infection. 

Some  hospitals  have  order¬ 
ed  nurses  to  ban  such  use  of 
holy  water  on  their  wards  and 
to  persuade  visitors  to  make 
do  with  a  sign  of  the  Cross  on 
the  forehead  or  some  other 
intact  section  of  skin.  Nurses 
at  Whiston  Hospital  on  Mer¬ 
seyside,  and  the  Royal  Preston 
Hospital  in  Lancashire  now 
sterilise  holy  water  brought  to 
their  wards  and  return  it 
within  foe  hour. 

Linda  Parsons,  an  infection 
conrrol  nurse  at  the  Whiston, 
worked  on  the  cultures  with  a 
microbiologist,  Karen  Allen. 
Their  findings  are  published 
today  in  the  Catholic  Herald. 
Mrs  Parsons  said:  “We  cul¬ 
tured  holy  water  arid  found  it 
was  heavily  contaminated 
with  a  lot  of  quite  serious  path¬ 
ogens,  organisms  capable  of 
causing  disease  and  infection. 
We  were  quite  concerned." 

The  resulting  infections 


could  delay  foe  healing  pro¬ 
cess  and  cause  stomach  upset 
or  worse.  Mrs  Parsons  said 
that  it  was  possible  thaT  such 
contamination  had  caused 
premature  death  in  the  past 
"It  could  kill  a  susceptible 
patient.”  she  said. 

“People  put  holy  water  into 
eyes,  iheir  mouths  and  under 
bandages.  It  isn’t  the  water 
itself  that  is  foe  problem  but 
foe  way  people  collect  it. 
contaminating  it  with  very 
nasty  germs  with  their  hands 
and  the  hordes  they  use.” 

The  nurses’  safety-first  poli¬ 
cy  is  unlikely  to  cause  protest 
within  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church.  The  mainstream 
Church  has  always  considered 
a  blessing  with  holy  water  as 
symbolic  rather  than  physical. 

Father  Paul  Addison,  a  friar 
of  the  Order  of  foe  Servants  of 
Maty,  and  a  priest  with  30 
years’  experience,  said  that 
straying  from  such  "common 
sense”  could  reduce  the  bless¬ 
ing  to  superstition  or  ritualis¬ 
tic  magic.  Such  “sacra- 
mentals"  were  “reminders  of  a 
spiritual  blessing  and  should 
not  be  taken  literally.  They  are 
symbols." 

One  priest  said:  “If  someone 
has  major  bums,  you  don’t 
pour  oil  on  them,  but  the 
person  can  still  have  God’s 
blessing." 

Martin  Foster,  assistant  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Liturgy  Office,  an 
expert  on  the  subject,  said  that 
holy  water  from  shrines 
should  not  be  confused  with 
water  blessed  by  foe  Church 
for  use  in  services. 
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nn  of  Income  u<  u  the  prescribed  rate.  See  leaflet  fnr  full  condilian*  4bbcv  Malinnal  and  ibr  llmtirclla  Couple  vwntx,l  are  Iradcmarf*  of  AHhev  National  pic.  Sbheii  Houve,  Baker  Street,  London  MU  1  bXL 
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Tunnel  executive  Robert  Malpas  outlining  safety  plans  yesterday  behind  Patrick  Ponsolle,  left,  and  Christian  Costa 


Tunnel  may  reopen  for 
passengers  next  week 


From  Ben  Macintyre 

IN  PARIS 


CAR  and  passenger  services 
Through  the  Channel  Tunnel 
may  restart  next  week  If  safety 
regulators  give  permission. 
Eurotunnel  said  yesterday. 

Patrick  Ponsolle.  the  compa¬ 
ny’s  French  co-president,  said 
that  additional  security  plans 
had  been  presented  to  the 
Channel  Tunnel  Safety  Au¬ 
thority.  ensuring  the  highest 
safety  standards  if  services 
resumed. 

The  plans  include  keeping 
two  fire  engines  and  an  ambu¬ 
lance  on  permanent  standby 
in  the  service  tunnel  and  two 
emergency  trains  with  full 
crews  at  each  end,  able  to 
reach  the  middle  of  the  tunnel 
in  less  than  20  minutes.  “We 


would  not  be  asking  to  resume 
passenger  services  unless  we 
were  totally  confident  about 
the  safety  of  human  life,  which 
is  our  absolute  priority.  The 
tunnel  is  as  safe  as  —  if  not 
safer  than  —  any  other  method 
of  travelling  across  the  Chan¬ 
nel."  M  Ponsolle  said. 

The  tunnel  was  dosed  after 
a  fire  on  a  freight  train  ten 
days  ago.  M  Ponsolle  said  he 
hoped  that  the  safety  authority 
would  allow  passenger  and 
car  trams  to  resume  "in  the 
first  days  of  next  week".  He 
added,  however,  that  a  full 
service  would  “have  to  wait 
until  the  necessary  repairs  are 
completed".  Some  freight 
shipments  restarted  last  week. 

Eurotunnel  proposes  to 
have  three  passenger  trains  a 
day  running  in  each  direction 


next  week,  gradually  increas¬ 
ing  to  six  in  each  direction. 
Before  the  fire  there  were  12 
passenger  services  daily  in 
each  direction. 

Trains  will  be  able  to  avoid 
the  fire-damaged  section  of 
runnel  by  moving  to  the  other 
parallel  tunnel  at  a  crossover 
point.  It  is  estimated  that  the 
repairs  will  take  up  to  five 
months  and  cost  up.  to 
£623  million. 

The  Anglo-French  safety  au¬ 
thority  is  expected  to  rule  on 
whether  to  permit  the  resump¬ 
tion  of  passenger  traffic  in  die 
next  few  days. 

M  Ponsolle  said  that  the 
desire  far  a  speedy  resumption 
of  services  was  not  a  result  of 
financial  pressure.  Euro¬ 
tunnel's  net  losses  resulting 
from  the  fire,  estimated  at  up 


Errant  clergy  to  be 
examined  in  secret 


By  Ruth  Gledhux 

RELIGION  CORRESPONDENT 


THE  Church  of  England  last 
night  agreed  to  abolish  its  900- 
year-old  consistory  courts  and 
to  bring  in  a  less  cumbersome 
system  for  disciplining  errant 
clergy. 

While  consistory  courts  will 
continue  to  hear  the  cases  of 
churches  seeking  permission 
to  alter  their  buildings,  any 
cleric  accused  of  adultery  or 
other  conduct  considered  "un¬ 
becoming"  will  in  future  ap¬ 
pear  Ixifore  closed  tribunals. 

The  tribunals  will  make  it 
less  costly  and  less  dme- 
consuming  to  bring  dergy  to 
justice.  The  General  Synod 
agreed  to  set  up  disciplinary 
tribunals  to  examine  clergy 
behind  closed  doors,  although 
agreeing  that  findings  should 
be  made  public 

The  Church  wants  to  avoid 
a  repetition  of  trials  such  as 
that  last  summer  of  the  Dean 
of  Lincoln,  Dr  Brandon  Jack- 
son,  who  was  acquitted  of  mis¬ 
conduct  with  a  cathedral 
verger  after  a  lengthy  and 
highly  publicised  trial  in  Lin¬ 
coln.  Canon  Alan  Hawker, 


An  Anglican  guide. 
Church  and  State,  which 
says  that  the  taw  banning 
monarchs  from  marrying 
Roman  Catholics  is  “out¬ 
dated  and  inappropriate" 
to  most  people,  was  reis¬ 
sued  yesterday,  just  days 
before  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  Dr  George 
Carey,  is  due  to  visit  the 
Pope  in  Rome  in  an 
attempt  to  bring  the  Cath¬ 
olic  and  Anglican 
Churches  doser  together. 


chairman  of  the  working  party 
that  drew  up  the  proposals, 
said:  “The  existing  disciplin¬ 
ary  procedures  in  our  Church 
of  England  are  seriously 
unsatisfactory." 

The  Ecclesiastical  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  Measure  of  1963.  under 
which  accused  dergy  were 
tried,  had  been  used  only  three 
times,  and  was  difficult  to 
understand  and  slow.  Rather 
than  invoke  this  measure, 
“there  is  ample  evidence  that 
bishops  prefer  to  grit  their 
teeth  and  tolerate  indisci¬ 
pline."  said  Canon  Hawker. 


Cathedrals  lose 


right  to  self-rule 


By  Our  Religion  Correspondent 


FAK-KEACHING  changes  to 
the  management  of  England's 
42  cathedrals  were  agreed 
yesterday  when  the  General 
Synod  approved  proposals 
to  end  their  traditional 


autonomy. 

The  dean  and  residentiary 
canons,  or  chapter,  will  no 
longer  be  solely  responsible 
for  governing  the  cathedral. 
They  will  be  joined  by  two  to 
five  other  members,  and  the 
chapter  will  be  answerable  to 
a  general  council. 

The  chairman  of  the  council, 
an  advisory  body,  will  be 
appointed  by  the  diocesan 
bishop-  The  bishop  will  retain 
his  right  to  conduct  "visiia- 
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lions"  or  inquiries  into  cathe¬ 
dral  affairs.  He  will  still  not 
have  the  power  to  sack  cathe¬ 
dral  dergy.  who  are  protected 
by  their  traditional  freehold, 
or  right  to  a  job  for  life. 

The  changes  are  the  result  of 
a  commission  chaired  by  Lady 
Howe  of  Aberavon,  which  was 
requested  by  the  cathedrals 
after  a  series  of  controversies, 
including  conflict  between  the 
Dean  and  Sub-dean  of  Lincoln 
Cathedral. 

Professor  David  McClean. 
of  Sheffield,  who  helped  to 
draw  up  the  reforms,  said  they 
should  be  seen  as  something 
to  last,  perhaps  for  centuries. 
"We  are  not  responding  to  the 
current  difficulties  in  a  single 
cathedral,  though  l  hope  that 
those  difficulties  would  be 
much  less  likely  to  occur  in  the 
more  open  and  accountable 
system  this  measure  seeks." 

Roger  Atkinson,  a  lay  synod 
member  and  the  Lincoln  City 
Coroner,  said  the  proposals 
did  not  go  far  enough.  "I 
sometimes  feel  it  [Lincoln}  is 
only  going  to  be  resolved  when 
the  protagonists  become  sub¬ 
ject  to  my  jurisdiction  as 
Coroner."  he  said. 


Leading  article,  page  23 


to  £7  million,  would  be  met  by 
the  company's  insurers,  as 
would  any  compensation 
claims,  he  said.  “The  closure 
has  caused  massive  disruption 
to  our  clients ...  we  believe  the 
tunnel  has  become  an  essen¬ 
tial  service  and  we  hope  to 
reinstate  it  as  quickly  as 
possible  in  the  public  interest" 
□  A  fire  broke  out  in  the 
tunnel  yesterday  at  the  same 
spot  as  last  week's  blaze.  It  is 
believed  to  have  been  started 
when  sparks  from  welding 
work  ignited  material  on  the 
remains  of  die  wagon  involved 
in  the  first  fire. 

The  fire  was  understood  to 
have  been  put  out  by 
Eurotunnel  staff  already  at  the 
scene.  It  was  very  minor  and 
was  put  out  almost  immed¬ 
iately,"  Kent  police  said. 


40  arrested 
in  hunt  for 


He  said  the  aim  of  holding 
tribunals  in  secret  was  not  to 
avoid  washing  the  Church’s 
dirty  linen  in  public,  but  was 
to  ensure  a  calm  and  fair 
hearing. 

"Transparency  must  not  be 
confused  with  observability,” 
he  said.  “A  deric  must  be 
deemed  innocent  until  guilt  is 
responsibly  established,"  he 
said. 

Sir  John  Owen,  a  High 
Court  judge  and  Dean  of  the 
Arches,  die  Church'S  two 
courts  of  appeal,  said:  “Adul¬ 
tery  by  an  accountant,  engi¬ 
neer  or  newspaper  magnate 
does  not  attract  attention.  But 
let  it  be  a  Member  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  let  it  be  a  doctor,  let  it  be 
a  deric  and  we  see  the  very 
worst  of  press  prurience." 

He  said  that  Anglican  disd- 
p Unary  procedures  were  the 
subject  of  mockery.  “That  is 
not  what  happens  in  other 
churches.  That  is  not  what 
happens  with  other  profes¬ 
sions." 

John  Porter,  of  Hull,  said: 
“In  large  organisations,  in-  j 
duding  the  Church  of  Eng-  i 
land,  there  is  a  long  history  of  1 
complaints  being  brushed 
aside." 

But  the  Right  Rev  Alec 
Graham,  the  Bishop  oF  New¬ 
castle,  gave  warning  against 
the  proposals.  "Parishes  and 
the  Church  at  large  need  to  be 
effectively  protected  and  deliv¬ 
ered  from  same  few  members 
of  the  clergy."  he  said.  “Some 
of  The  clergy  need  to  be 
protected  against  their  parish¬ 
ioners." 

He  said  that  the  tribunal 
system  might  open  the  door 
for  some  parishioners  to  per¬ 
secute  their  dergy.  "From  tune 
to  time,  parishioners  have  it  in 
for  their  dergy.  It  does  happen 
that  members  of  a  congrega¬ 
tion  get  their  knives  into  dergy 
and  twist  them.  On  occasions 
they  can  be  implacable  and 
relentless  in  pursuit.  On  such 
occasions,  bishops  try  to  pro¬ 
tect  their  dergy." 

However,  a  last-minute 
amendment  proposed  by  the 
Rev  Michael  Vasey,  a  lecturer 
at  St  John's  theological  coll¬ 
ege,  Durham,  gave  bishops 
the  power  to  block  hearings 
that  they  considerisd  to  be 
inappropriate  or  malidous. 

Giving  warning  of  the  risk 
that  campaigns  could  be 
started  against  individuals. 
Mr  Vasey  said:  “Without  my 
amendment,  it  would  allow 
someone  with  a  computer  to 
take  to  law  every  gay  priest 
who  has  a  partner  and  every 
evangelical  who  departs  from 
the  lecijonary 


duty  cheats 


Customs  officers  raided  100 
addresses  across  England  yes¬ 
terday  in  a  crackdown  on 
suspected  fraud  on  alcohol 
and  tobacco  duty  thought  to 
be  worth  £65  million. 

More  than  40  people  were 
arrested  and  supplies  were 
seized  as  the  operation  went 
ahead  in  Yorkshire,  Cheshire, 
Essex,  Suffolk,  Hertfordshire, 
Hereford,  the  Midlands, 
northwest  London  and  Dor¬ 
set  Investigators  also  exam¬ 
ined  businesses  in  France. 


Boys  charged 


Two  14-year-oJd  boys  from 
Hook,  Hampshire,  have  been 
charged  with  criminal  dam¬ 
age  endangering  life  after 
Simon  Willmott  22.  was  seri¬ 
ously  injured  when  a  piece  of 
concrete  fell  on  to  his  car  from 
a  bridge  over  die  M3. 


Three  remanded 


Three  men  arrested  after  a 
police  released  an  alleged 
kidnap  victim  from  a  hotel 
room  in  north  London  ap¬ 
peared  before  Liverpool  mag¬ 
istrates  on  blackmail  charges. 
They  were  remanded  in  custo¬ 
dy  until  December  4. 


Roadside  surgery 


A  doctor  performed  a  .two- 
hour  roadside  operation  to 
remove  two  3ft  wooden  gate¬ 
posts  imbeded  in  a  driver’s 
thighs.  Douglas  Bdl,  52,  had 
lost  control  of  his  car  and 
crashed  through  a  fence  at 
Welfare!  Berkshire. 


Dr  Zhivago  sale 


The  love  letters  from  Boris 
Pasternak  to  the  woman  who 
inspired  him  to  write  Or 
Zhivago  have  failed  to  sell  at 
auction.  The  letters  to  his 
mistress.  Olga  I  vinskaia, 
were  expected  to  fetch 
£500.000. 


Pumping  icon 


A 1923  petrol  pump  at  Turna- 
stone,  Worcestershire,  said  to 
be  die  oldest  still  working  in 
Britain,  has  won  a  reprieve 
after  a  1,000-name  petition 
helped  to  persuade  the  Envi¬ 
ronment  Department  that  it 
did  not  breach  satiety  laws. 


Post  haste 


December  U  is  the  last  post¬ 
ing  day  for  letters  to  Santa 
Claus,  the  Royal  Mail  said. 
They  should  be  stamped,  ad¬ 
dressed  to  Santa  Claus, 
Reindeerland,  SAN  TAL  and 
include  the  sender's  name 
and  address  fora  reply. 
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New  witness  claims 
footage  oil  video 


ByBell  Frost 


FAMILIES  tof  the  96  football 
supporters  who  died  at 
Hmsborongh  are  to  seek  legal 
advice  after  seeing  the  preview 
of  a  drama-documentary  _ 
which  claims  to  have  un¬ 
earthed  new;  evidence  -about 
the  disaster! 

The  fans  were  crushed  in 
'  pens  on  .the  terraces  at  Shef¬ 
field  Wednesday's  ground 
when  Liverpool  idet  Netting- ' 
ham  Forest  for  the -FA  Cup 

semi-final  in  April  1989.  Gra¬ 
nada  Television,  the  maker  of 
Hillsborough,  said  yesterday 
that  a  sworn  affidavit  from  a 
“new  witness"  conflicted  with 
police  accounts. 

Roger  Houldsworth,  a  video 
technician  on  duty  at  the 
ground,  claims  that  he  saw 
images  from  a  camera  trained 
on  the  stands  where  Liverpool 
supporters  were  crushed  to 
death.  “It  showed. me  views 
which  ought  to  have  been 
available  to'  officers  in  the 
police  control  box.**  he  said.  “It 
was  obvious  to  me  that  the 
pens  were  already  full  when 
they  decided  to  let  another 
.  2.000  people  in- 1  can’t  unde r- 
stand  why  the  police  couldn’t  - 
see  die  same  thing." 

Mr  Houldsworth 's  account 
features  in  the  Granada  pro¬ 
gramme.  written  by  Jimmy 
McGovern,  foe  creator  of. 
Cracker,  ft  will  be  broadcast 
on  ITVa  week  today. 

luotage  frean  the  video  cam¬ 


era.  at  die  tfabe  the  fatal 
decision  was  made  to  open  a 
gate  leading  to'  the  already 
overcrovtded  central  pens,  dis¬ 
appeared  before-  the  subse- 
quent  damning  inquiry  report 
byLord  Justice  Taylor  and  the 
inquest  on  die  victims-  Police 
told  the  80k3 ay  hearing,  which 
returned  a  verdict  of  acciden¬ 
tal  -death,  that  die  camera  was 
not  working  property  and  was 
little  used  on  the  day,  : 

However,  Mr  Houldsworth  . 
said  that  he  had  repaired  the 
fault  that  morning.  “Every- 
thingwas  working  perfectly.  It 
had  to  be  before  a  major  semi¬ 
final."  he  said  in  a  statement 

yesterday-  . 

Mr  Houldsworth.  who  was 
interviewed,  by  investigating 
officers  at  the  time,  said  that 
he  was  surprised  not  to  be 
called  to  gwe-  evidence  at 
either  Lord  Justice,  Taylor’s 
inquiry  or  the  inquest 

Faimliesof  the  victims,  furi¬ 
ous  that-  the  inquest  did  not 
return  a  verdict  of  manslaugh¬ 
ter,  described  the  new  evi¬ 
dence  as  “a  breakthrough''. 
Trevor  Hicks,  chairman  of  the 
Hillsborough  Families  Sup¬ 
port  Group,  who  lost  his  two 
teenage  daughters.  Victoria 
and  Sarah,  in  die  tragedy, 
said:  “We  will  be  looking  at 
this  with  our  lawyers  and 
what  we  do  about  it  will 
depend  on  the  advice  we 
receive.  It’s  to  the  credit  of  the 


GRANADA  TELEVtSlOK 


The  cast  erf  Hillsborough.  The  programme  recreates  missing  footage  from  a  video  camera  trained  on  the  stands 


research  team  that  this  evi¬ 
dence  has  emerged." 

Lord  Justice  Taylor  said  in 
his  report  that  police  who 
opened  a  gate  to  relieve  crowd 
pressure  outside  the  ground 
just  before  the  match  failed  to 
block  off  a  tunnel  —  a  move 
which  would  have  kept  fans 
from  the  crowded  centra] 
pens,  “it  was  a  blunder  of  the 
first  magnitude."  he  said,  add¬ 
ing  that  die  police  “froze"  in 
the  face  of  the  crisis.  No  officer 


Restrictions  on  emergency 
surgery  ‘put  lives  at  risk’ 

By  Jeremy  Laurance,  health  correspondent 


TWO  out  of  three  NHS 
hospitals  are  putting  lives  at 
risk  by  having  no  operating 
theatre  set  aside  for  dealing 
mtit  emergencies  during  the 
day,  a  report  has  shown. 

The  lack  of  farifities  for 
emergency  surgery  means 
seriously  ill  patients  have  tor 
wait  until  the.eveqjng/wberi 
.foey  are  more  ekriy^fb  be  , 
Nppended'  on  by  junior  ‘.staff, 
■the  report,  into  deaflw  after 
surgery  says. 

In  addition,  too  many  elder¬ 
ly  patients  in  no  condition  for 
operations  are  dying  after, 
undergoing  surgery  for  bro¬ 
ken  hips'  when  it  would  be 
kinder  to  give  them  pain- 
killing  drugs  .arid  to.  allow  - 
nature  to' take  ite  course,  the 
authors  say. 

The  report  the  most  com¬ 
prehensive  study  of  tire  risks 
of  surgery,  is  based  on  20,000 
deaths  occurring  within  30 
days  of;  aii  operation  from . 
April  1993  to  March  1994  that 


were  notified  to  the.National 
Confidential  Inquiry  into 
Perioperative  Deaths. 

Professor  John  Blandy, 
chairman  of  the  inquiry,  said 
the  number  of  deaths  must  be 
balanced  against  the  15  mil¬ 
lion  operations  '  performed 
-each  year.  The  vast  majority 
occurred  m  elderly  patients. 
,  already|aesperatdy,  £DL  “The 
bvegad]  message  is'  that  sur¬ 
gery  is  Safe  ford  getting  safer. 
There  has  been  a  quite  notice¬ 
able  improvement  since  we 
started  these  reports  in  1987." 

However,  hospitals  re¬ 
mained  short  of  emergency 
operating  'theatres,  recovery 
rooms,  and  high  dependency 
units  that  are  essential  to 
guarantee  patient  safety.  Ron 
Hotter  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons,  a  coordinator  of 
the  inquiry,  said:  “Most  NHS 
trusts  are  using  their  facilities 
to  the  full  for  elective  [non¬ 
urgent]  work.  Apart  from  dire 
emergencies,  which  will  al¬ 


ways  be  made  room  for.  a  lot 
of  emergency  cases  are  kept 
waiting  until  evening 
“We  recommend  all  hospi¬ 
tals  have  an  emergency  oper¬ 
ating  theatre  slimed  round 
the  dock.  An  empty  theatre  is 
not  an  idle  theatre,  it  is  to  treat 
■  emergencies  as  they  arise.” 

More  than  400  of  the  cases 
•  analysed  involved  elderly 
n  people  with  a  broken  thigh- 
'  bone,  a  condition  that  is 
increasing  as  the  population 
ages.  The  report  rites  ten  cases 
in  which  its  advisers  “doubted 
the  wisdom  of  the  decision  to 
operate”.  In  every  case  the 
patient  died  immediately  or 
within  a  few  days. 

“There  is  an  unwritten, 
possibly  unsubstantiated, 
doctrine  that  every  patient 
should  be  operated  upon  to 
achieve  pain  relief  and  ease 
nursing  care.  This  deserves  tp 
be  reconsidered  in  (he  light  of 
modem  methods  of  pain  re¬ 
lief,"  the  report  says. 


was  prosecuted  or  disciplined 
over  the  disaster.  Chief  Super¬ 
intendent  David  Duckenfield. 
who  was  in  charge  at  the 
ground  on  the  day.  retired  on 
medical  grounds.  This  ended 
disciplinary  proceedings 
against  him. 

South  Yorkshire  Police  and 
the  Coroner’s  Office  con¬ 
cerned  declined  to  participate 
in  research  for  the  pro¬ 
gramme.  A  police  spokeswom¬ 
an  said  that  there  would  be  no 


comment  nn  Hillsborough  un¬ 
til  the  programme  had  been 
broadcast.  “We  rake  ihe  view' 
that  this  is  just  opening  up  old 
wounds  and  upsetting  the 
families." 

Ian  McBride,  one  of  the 
programme's  executive  pro¬ 
ducers,  denied  that  it  blurred 
the  line  beiween  drama  and 
documentary  formats.  “No 
one  would  say  that  officers 
seeing  what  was  happening  in 
the  pens  would  then  wilfully 


□pen  up  a  gate  and  allow  2.000 
people  to  stream  into  the 
ground.  However.  1  do  think 
that  police  on  the  day  had 
become  preoccupied  with 
crowd  problems  outside  the 
ground.  1  think  this  [Mr 
Houldsworth's  account]  is  a 
piece  of  evidence  which,  if  it 
had  been  placed  before  the 
inquest  jury,  might  well  have 
had  an  impact  on  their  delib¬ 
erations  and  produced  a  dif¬ 
ferent  verdict." 
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Ambulance 
chief  uses 
staff  to 
sell  book 

By  Paul  Wilkinson 

AN  AMBULANCE  trust 
under  investigation  over  alle¬ 
gations  that  it  is  failing  pa¬ 
tients  has  been  asking  staff  to 
sell  a  book  written  by  one  of  its 
senior  executives. 

Five  uniformed  senior  offi¬ 
cers  from  the  North  Yorkshire 
NHS  Ambulance  Trust  are 
calling  ar  booksellers  in  the 
county  seeking  orders  for  Acci¬ 
dents  Will  Happen,  by  Mur¬ 
ray  Naylor.  the  trust 
chairman.  None  of  the  £3.95 
price  will  go  to  the  trust. 

Mr  Naylor,  58.  describes  in 
the  paperback  the  experiences 
of  paramedics  called  to  emer¬ 
gencies  throughout  North 
Yorkshire  since  1990.  Nigel 
Metcalfe,  the  trust  spokes¬ 
man.  said:  “We  see  it  as  a 
promotional  tool  for  the  ser¬ 
vice."  He  said  that  while  “out 
and  about  on  their  normal 
duties"  the  officers  were  asked 
to  go  into  shops  to  sell  the 
books,  if  they  had  time. 

The  trust  is  the  subject  of  an 
independent  inquiry  after  the 
Channel  4  programme  Dis¬ 
patches  claimed  that  at  least 
two  people  had  died  as  a  result 
of  equipment  failures  or  am¬ 
bulances  gening  lost.  Other 
allegations'  included  failure  to 
train  paramedics  adequately. 
The  trust  has  rejected  the 
claims,  except  that  of  poor 
training,  and  has  complained 
to  the  Broadcasting  Com¬ 
plaints  Commission. 

Mr  Taylor  said  using  offi¬ 
cers  to  promote  the  book  "in 
no  way  whatsoever  interfered 
in  their  duty  of  saving  lives  or 
managing  their  groups". 
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Killer  nurse’s  hospital 
pays  parents  £500,000 


By  Russell.  Jenkins 

FAMILIES  of  the  victims  of 
the  child  murderer  Beverly 
Alim  have  agreed  a  total 
compensation  of  £500,000  for 
their  stress  in  a  ground¬ 
breaking  legal  deal. 

The  award,  made  as  com¬ 
pensation  for  post-traumatic 
stress  disorder,  is  being 
viewed  by  the  families  as  the 
flr*:t  of  its  kind  because  they 
were  not  present  when  the 
crimes  were  perpetrated,  ft 
was  agreed  out  of  court  be¬ 
tween  Lincolnshire  Health 
Authority,  which  employed 
Alliu  a 5  a  nurse,  and  the 
parents'  solicitor. 

Allitt.  27.  was  convicted 
three  and  half  years  ago  and  is 
serving  13  life  sentences  in 
Kampton  top-security  hospi¬ 
tal.  Nottinghamshire,  for 
murdering  four  children  and 
injuring  "  nine  others  at 
Grantham  and  Kcsfeven  Gen¬ 
eral  Hospital. 

Her  youngest  victim  was 
only  eight  weeks  old.  The 
families  claimed  compensa¬ 
tion  for  the  nightmares  and 
flashbacks  they  suffered  as  a 
result  of  the  anguish  caused 
by  Alim's  crimes. 

The  money  will  be  divided 


between  the  12  families  of  the 
13  children  who  were  killed  or 
injured  b}  the  nurse  who  was 
dubbed,  at  the  time  of  her 
conviction  at  Nottingham 
Crown  Court,  the  "Angel  of 
Death".  The  health  authority, 
which  was  once  accused  by  the 
parents  of  emotional  black¬ 
mail.  originally  argued  that 
the  law  did  not  allow  parents 
compensation  for  the  psy  chiat¬ 
ric  effects  unless  they  were 
close  by  when  the  crimes  took 
place. 

The  settlement  was  reached 


Allitt  murdered  four 
chilcfren  and  hurt  nine 


under  the  threat  of  long  and 
expensive  court  proceedings. 
The  authority  had  argued  that 
court  claims  would  raise  diffi¬ 
cult  points  of  law  and  "require 
a  great  deal  of  time  and 
expense,  much  of  which  will 
be  from  the  public  purse". 

The  parents  refused  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  authority's  sugges¬ 
tions  on  how  to  share  our  the 
total,  which  was  originally 
offered  in  May.  Under  the  new 
terms,  it  is  left  to  the  families 
to  decide. 

Kevin  Holder.  Lincolnshire 
Health  Authority’s  director  of 
corporate  services,  said  yester¬ 
day:  "We  recognise  that  no 
amount  of  money  will  remove 
the  anguish  and  stress  suf¬ 
fered  by  the  families.  But  these 
settlements  will  at  least  negate 
the  need  to  relive  the  events 
during  legal  proceedings.  We 
hope  the  conclusion  of  this 
chapter  in  the  tragic  events  of 
five  years  ago  will  go  some 
way  to  allowing  the  families  to 
put  the  events,  as  best  they 
can,  behind  them." 

Paul  Balen.  the  solicitor  who 
negotiated  the  settlement,  re¬ 
fused  to  disclose  how  the 
£500.000  would  be  divided 
among  the  families  or  the 
highest  and  lowest  figures  that 


would  be  allocated.  “It  is  an 
entirely  confidential  settle¬ 
ment."  said  Mr  Balen,  of  the 
Nottingham  firm  Freeth  Cart- 
v.  right  Hunt  Dickins. 

"Not  even  the  parents  know 
what  others  have  received. 
They  have  only  been  told  of 
the  figure  they  are  to  receive  as 
individuals.  The  money  has 
been  divided  strictly  according 
to  the  quality  of  medical 
evidence  that  r«ords  the  level 
of  srress  they  have  been 
through." 

He  said  it  was  a  "ground¬ 
breaking  settlement"  which 
leaves  the  parents  with  some 
form  of  recompense  and  ends 
Eve  years  of  litigation.  “The 
settlement  will  avoid  any  more 
unnecessary  stress  for  them. 
Their  feelings  today  are  ones 
of  relief."  The  families  had 
been  prepared  to  take  their 
cases  to  the  House  of  Lords 
and  to  create  new  law  if 
necessary  to  gain  compensa¬ 
tion  for  their  suffering,  he 
added. 

Allin's  surviving  victims 
and  the  estates  of  the  children 
she  murdered  have  received 
interim  payments  and  "sub¬ 
stantial  settlements"  after 
bringing  their  own  compensa¬ 
tion  claims. 


Blood,  Sweat  and  Tears  is  Margaret  Thatcher's  favourite  portrait  of  ChurchiU 


ib 

Churchill ,  ji‘‘ 
portrait 
sold  for  ;]t  l 

£150,000  '  m 

By  John  Shaw  Jf 

ONE  of  the  few  portraits  of  I 

Churchill  painted  d«nng*e  fcty 

war  was  sold  for  «SWM0al 
Sotheby's  in  London  yester-  r 

day.  The  amount  was  double  8 

the  estimate.  m  _  wL 

The  picture,  known  as  0 

Blood ,  Sweat  and  Tearsaft**  &, 

Churchill's  famous  speech  at 
the  time  of  Dunkirk,  had  gjjj 

hung  in  10  Downing  Street  ■gP 

since  Margaret  Thatcher  was  gP 

elected  in  1979.  U  was  her 
favourite  portrait  of  h»m-  ^ 

The  portrait  dated  1943, 
was  sold  on  behalf  of  the  St 
Stephen's  Constitutional 

Club,  which  commissioned  it 
from  Frank  O.  Salisbunr 
0874-1962!).  He  studied  the 
wartime  leader  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  where  MPs  sat  after 
their  chamber  was  destroyed 
in  an  air  raid  in  May  1941. 

It  went  to  a  private  buyer 
from  abroad.  The  dub,  whose 
membership  includes  a  num¬ 
ber  of  MPs,  will  use  the  mon¬ 
ey  to  refurbish  its  premises  in 
Westminster.  David  Bright, 
the  chairman,  said  that  the 
club  was  sad  to  be  losing  one 
of  its  most  treasured 
ref’s  favourite  portrait  of  ChurchiU  possessions. 


Wallflowers  come 
out  of  the  kitchen 


By  Joanna  Bale 


THE  traditional  housewife  is 
almost  extinct,  according  to  a 
survey  which  reveals  that 
nearly  nine  out  of  ten  women 
do  not  think  the  term 
describes  them. 

The  shrinking  violet  has 
also  withered,  with  90  per  cent 
of  women  saying  that  it  was 
acceptable  to  make  the  first 
move  towards  a  sexual  rela¬ 
tionship  if  they  were  attracted 
to.  a  man.  But  men  have 
become  less  important  to 
women,  with  only  30  per  cent 
saying  that  having  a  man  in 
their  lives  was  “very  impor¬ 
tant"  and  only  20  per  cant 
regarding  marriage  as  "im¬ 
portant".  More  women  (32  per 
cent]  dreamt  of  having  some 
one  to  help  them  with  domes¬ 
tic  chores  than  about  meeting 
their  dream  man  (28  per  cent). 

•  The  survey,  carried  out  by 


National  Opinion  Polls  for 
Grey,  five  London  advertising 
agency,  spoke  to  220  women 
aged  15  to  45.  ft  also  found  that 
the  days  of  the  aspiring 
Superwoman,  with  the  em-  ..  , 
phasis  on  striving  for  perfec-  -i;  S 
tion  in  both  career  and  family  J.d  ItU 
life,  were  over.  * 

Fewer  women  (42  per  cent)  s  f‘ 
dreamt  of  losing  weighr  than  |  1 1  £ “  f ' 

about  having  enough  rime  to  1 :  - 

do  all  they  things  they  wanted 
(55  per  cent),  having  a  ward¬ 
robe  full  of  beautiful  dothes 
(62  per  cent),  or  of  travelling 
more  frequently  (57  per  cent). 

The  top  role  model  was 
Mother  Teresa,  followed  by 
Tula  Turner,  Oprah  Winfrey, 

Joanna  Lumley  and  Dawn 
French.  Bottom  of  the  list  were 
Pamela  Anderson.  Paula 
Yates,  Madonna  and  Baron¬ 
ess  Thatcher. 
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UKE  AN  ATHLETE,  IT  I SNT  THE  ‘SPORTS  KIT'  THAT  PRODUCES  THE  PERFORMANCE,  IT'S  THE  BODY.  MORE  SPECIFICALLY,  IT'S  THE  HEART  THAT  POWERS 
IT.  NOW  IMAGINE  A  HEART  THAT  BEATS  TWICE  FOR  EVERY  NORMAL  BEAT,  INCREASING  THE  PERFORMANCE  AND  TFT  WASTING  LESS  ENERGY. 
THE  OUTCOME...  ALTA  ROMEOS'  76V  TWIN  SPARK  ENGINE,  WIDELY  RECOGNISED  AS  ONE  OF  THE  FINEST  FOUR  CYLINDER  ENGINES  IN  THE  WORLD. 
THIS  COUPLED  WITH  FEATURES  UKE  CENTRAL  LOCKING,  AUOY  WHEELS,  ELECTRIC  WINDOWS,  POWER  STEERING,  ABS  AND  DRfVFRS  AIRBAG  PRODUCES 
ALL  THE  SPORTING  ACCOLADES,  WITHOUT  ALL  THE  PERSONAL  SACRIFICES.  THE  155'S  EVEN  MORE  COMPETITIVE  WHEN  YOU  CONSIDER  THE  PRICE, 
£15.580  ON  THE  ROAD  (FOR  THE  1.3  76V  TWIN  SPARKI.  CALL  0200  718000  TO  ARRANGE  A  TEST  DRIVE,  IT'S  SURE  TO  GET  YOUR  HEART  RACING. 
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AT  HEART  IT'S  A  SPORTS  CAR. 
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•CAR  FEATURED  IS  A  l.S  TWK  SF4RK  16  VALVE  WITH  QftlOHW  SPORTS  KIT. 
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CAMPAIGNERS  against 
.fidd  ^WCts  reacted  .  swiftly 
yesterday,  to  the  news  that 
Prince  William  had  shot  his 
first  stag  at  the  age  of  14. 

The  Prince,  accompanied  by 
his  father,  the  Fririce  of  Wales, 
.and  his  younger  .brother. 

Prince  Harry,  made  the  ldll  on 
flic  Balmoral  estate  last  month 
shortly  before  the.  legal  end  of 
the  stag-sbooting  season  on 
October  2Q.  Sf  James  Y  Palace 
idechned  to  be  drawn  into  the 
debate  yesterday,"  but  it'  is 
understood  that  the.  young 
Plinpe  was  spared  the  ritual  of 
having  his  face  smeared  with 
the  Wood  of  his  first  kill 

Deer-colling  is  an  essential 
dement  ofestate  management 
in  the  Scottish  Highlands, 
which- has  suffered  from  an 
cnierpapufation  of  the  species 
since  modernise  of  its  natural' 
predator,  the  wolf.  But  the 
Royal  Family's  continuing  af¬ 
fection.  foe  cram  by  sports  in¬ 
volving  guns  still  enrages 
opponents  of  field  sports- 

Kevxn  Saunders,  of  the 
League  Against  Cruel  Sports, 
said -that  his  organisation 
accepted  the  need  for  properly 
managed  deer-culling:  “Deer 
should  be  shot  fay  a  marksman 
uangahigh-powered  rifle,  not 
by  a  ftyearold  after  trophies. 
We  despair  of  the  Royal  Fam¬ 
ily,  who  exhibit  die  morals  of 
brutalitarians  and  set  a  dread¬ 
ful  example  at  a  lime  when 
society  is  moving  away  from 
file  gun  culture."  The  league 
says  that  the  Highlands  suffer 
from  mismanagement  of  the 
deer  papulation,  with  trophy- 


Prinoe  WilHam:made 

his  first  ldB  last  month 

seddng  sportsmen  shooting 
only  stags  for  their  antlers  and 
ignoring  hinds.. 

However.  Janet  George,  a 
spokeswoman  for  the  British' 
.  Fields  Sports  Society,  said  that 
a  14-year-cdd  would  not  be 
allowed  to  shoot  a  stag  .with¬ 
out  great  preparation:  “He 
had  a  qualified  professional 
stalker  with  him,  he  has  had  a 
great.deal  of  practice  in  shoot¬ 
ing  and  at  his  age  he  will  have 
taken  it  for  more  seriously 
than  an  older  teenager,  who 
would  probably  have  done  it 
only  for  the  bangs  and  thrills." 

The  society  approves  of 
sportsmen  culling .  deer: 
"Without  the  amateur  sports¬ 
man,  no  one  could  afford  to 
manage  deer  herds  property. 
Professional  stalkers  are  ex¬ 
pensive  the  sportsman  does 
much  of  the  week  free  of 
charge.  It  is  in  no  way  careless 
killing.  The  amateur  takes 
great  pride  in  the  dean  kffl.” 

-  Stalking  experts  are  divided 
cd  whether  too  many  stags  are 


By  A  Staff  Reporter 


.THE  200  owner  John  Aspinall 
won  .  a  ■  High  Court  battle, 
yesterday  for  the  right  to  let 
his  keepers  enter  ,  foe  enclo¬ 
sures  of  freely  roaming  tigers. 

Caritabuiy  C3y  Council 
failed  fo  obtain  a  ruling  to  en¬ 
sure.  in  die  interests  ofsafety, 
that  staff  entered  enclosures 
*  at  Howtetts,  Kent,' only  with 
%  tigers  that,  were  “very  young 
'Or  immottfised".  Tlie  coundl 
had  challenged  an  industrial 
tribunal  derision  in  January  to 
Hit  the  councp’s  ban  rat  the 
practice,  encouraged  by  Mr 
Aspinafl.  of.  allowing  animals 
and  keepers  to  “band”.  The 
ban  followed  foe  death  of  a 
.  keeper.-Trevor  Smith,  in  1994 
after  he-'was  bitten  by  a  tiger 
White  deaning  its  enclosure.. 
He  was  the  third  Aspinall 
keeper  to  be  Jdfied  by  tigers. 

Canterbury's  Senior  envi¬ 
ronmental  health  officer,  Rich¬ 


ard  Langridge,  had  argued  in 
court  that  the  bonding  practice 
wasa  breach  of  the  provisions 
of  foe  1974  Health  and  Safety 
at  Work  Act  and  a  European 
Union  directive.  He  contended 
that  there  was  no  need  far 
employees  to  be  put  at  risk. 

;  Mr  Justice  Turner  said  yes¬ 
terday  dihat  it  was  incoocriv- 
abte  that  the  directive  or  the 
"  Act  “can  have  intended  to  out¬ 
law  activities  merely  an.  the 
basis  that  they  were  danger¬ 
ous".  He  added:  “The  Act  is 
not  seeking  to  legislate  as  to 
what  work  could  or  could  not 
be  performed,  but  is  concern¬ 
ed  with  die  manner  of  its  do¬ 
ing.”  He  held  that  bonding 
could  not  be  achieved  unless 
the  practice  was  followed. 

The  council  was  refused 
leave  to  appeaLbut  might  ask 
the  Court  of  Appeal  to  consid¬ 
er  the  case. 


Canada's 

rliament. 


-  last  spring  the  Canadian  Government 
subsidised  the  k3fog  of  268^921* seals,  a  barbaric 
SKt  snct  the  biggest  mass  daughter  of  marine 
triatomabin the  woild  today  About  75%?*  of  the 
^k  ldkd  were  babied  dubbed  to  death  or 
sfattb  Some  escaped,  fztfafly  wounded,  to  cfle  a 

and  agon^ng  death  beneath  fill 
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add  yow  narae  to  tFAWs  campaign 
crusty  andreodvean  information  pack. 

^>REElNiOI^0500  T»  1 8.18 
Md  fhtd  oat  how  yea  can  help. 

--  m-MsK-i  i«x—j  it  ti  *  tunny*  >mi  w* 
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killed  in  comparison  with 
hinds,  but  they  agree  that  the 
cuffing  of  fema/c  deer,  permit¬ 
ted  between  mid-October  aid 
mid-February,  often  offers  a 
poor  yield,  because  bad  wea¬ 
ther  keeps  stalkers  off  the 

hills. 

Prince  "William,  like  his 
father,  has  been  used  to  a  gun 
since;  the  age  of  eight,  accom¬ 
panying  bis  family  on  pheas¬ 
ant  shocrtsatSarkirmgham  in 
continuation  of  a  long  family 
tradition  that  began  with 
Edwaid  VII.  Stag-shooting  at 
Balmoral  was  much  favoured 
fay  Prince  Albert  and  folly 
endorsed  by  Queen  Victoria. 
The  royal  tradition  of  deer- 
hunting  extends  through  Wil¬ 
liam  foe  Conqueror  to  the 
Saxon  kings. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  is  an 
unashamed  champion  of  field 
sports.  Since  his  separation 
from  Diana.  Princess  ofWales 
—  who  does  not  share  his 
views — he  has  made  sure  that 
their  two  children  have  had 
regular  huffing  and  shooting 
holidays  alBalmoraL 


Colin  Edwards,  of  Ecdesfidd.  York¬ 
shire;  greets  Queen  Elizabeth  the 
Queen  Mother  at  the  Royal 
Southfield  Show  in  Earls  Court,  west 
London,  yesterday.  The  Queen  Moth¬ 
er  is  president  of  the  show  and  a 
regular  visitor.  She  was  welcomed 
with  applause  and  cheers  as  she 
toured,  amid  tight  security,  with  the 


Queen  Mother’s  walkabout 


Duchess  of  Devonshire,  who  is  vice- 
president.  At  96,  the  Queen  Mother 
needed  to  lean  on  a  walking  stick,  but 
seemed  to  be  in  good  health.  One  of 
her  own  herd  of  Aberdeen  Angus 
cattle  —  a  heifer  named  Castle  of  Mey 


Eyebrigbt  28th  —  won  second  prize  in 
its  class.  After  inspecting  the  winning 
cattle,  the  Queen  Mother  had  a  lunch 
of  British  beef.  A  show  spokesman 
said:  "Her  Majesty  thoroughly  en¬ 
joyed  her  visit  and  her  lunch  —  which 


was  beef  horn  the  Duke  of  Bucdeuch's 
estates."  Earlier  this  year,  she  handed 
over  her  home  and  her  2. 000-acre 
private  estate  at  the  Castle  of  Mey.  on 
the  far  north  coast  of  Scotland,  and  its 
prize-  winning  Aberdeen  Angus  herd 
to  a  charitable  trust  to  help  to  ensure 
the  future  of  a  highly  successful 
venture  into  cattle  breeding. 
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Servers  are  often  at  the  heart  of  an 
organisation's  IT  operations  and  an  ever- 
increasing  dependence  is  being  placed  on  their 
reliability.  Whether  they  are  used  for 
applications,  databases  or  networks,  server 
reliability  is  essential. 

This  is  something  Fujitsu  -  one  of  the 
world's  largest  computer  companies  -  fully 
understands,  and  has  used  its  global  experience 
and  technological  know-how  to  produce  a 
range  of  advanced  servers  to  meet  the  needs  of 
organisations  large  or  small.  The  models  may 
come  in  different  shapes,  sizes,  and  even 
colours,  but  reliability  comes  as  standard. 

For  more  information 

please  telephone  FUJITSU  ICL  ( 

Computers  on  0345  123  555  '  . 

Pentium 


Fujitsu  i-series  servers  all  use  Intel  fentium®  processors. 


PCs  *  NOTEBOOKS  •  SERVERS 
http://www.fujitsu-computers.com 
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Spending  squeeze 
to  put  council  tax 
up  by  6  per  cent 


THETIMES 


By  Jill  Sherman  and  Ian  Murray 


COUNCIL  taxes  are  likely  to 
rise  by  at  least  6  per  cent  next 
year  after  3n  even  tighter 
squeeze  on  local  government 
spending  than  last  year. 

Town  hall  leaders  have 
given  warning  of  widespread 
cuts  in  services.  They  had 
asked  John  Gummer,  die  En¬ 
vironment  Seoetary.  for  an 
extra  E23  billion  to  maintain 
services  ar  their  present  level, 
but  for  the  third  year  running 
he  obtained  less  than  half  that 
amounL  £1.1  billion. 

Mr  Gummer  announced 
that  total  council  spending 
could  rise  by  only  25  per  cent 
or  £45.6  billion,  compared 
with  a  rise  of  3 2  per  cent  this 
year.  He  also  disclosed  that 
government  grants  towards 
this  would  be  only  £37.7 


The  average  council  tax  on 
Band  D  dwellings  in  Eng¬ 
land  and  Wales  this  year  is 
£636.60.  The  expected  6  per 
cent  rise  would  add  E3&20 
to  this,  bringing  the  bill  to 
E67480. 

In  England  average 
council  taxes  are  highest  in 
the  North  West,  at  £74836 
for  a  Band  D  dwelling, 
and  lowest  in  East  Anglia, 
at  £593.13.  London,  the 
Sooth  East  and  South 
West  ate  all  below  the 


billion,  a  13  per  cent  rise.  This 
compared  to  E3523  billion  for 
this  year,  which  represented  a 
28  per  cent  rise. 

The  Government’s  own  fig¬ 
ures  in  its  Budget  Red  Book 
suggest  that  council  taxes  will 
rise  fay  S  per  cent,  although 
officials  said  this  figure  was 
over-pessimistic  Last  year  die 
same  figure  was  calculated  at 
7  per  cent  although  actual 
rises  averaged  6  per  cent. 

In  a  statement  on  the  settle¬ 
ment  in  the  Commons  Mr 
Gummer  insisted  that  he 
could  not  confirm  any  figures, 
because  the  actual  rates  would 
be  set  by  each  local  authority, 
most  of  which  were  now  under 
Labour  or  Liberal  Democrat 
control. 

He  also  emphasised  that  the 


national  average.  The 
Midlands.  North,  and 
Yorkshire  are  all  above  iL 
In  Wales  (be  average  is 
£461.58. 

Liverpool  has  the  highest 
Band  D  council  (ax  at 
£L 006.46.  The  lowest  is 
Westminster  at  £295.10. 
The  London  Borough  of 
Southwark  put  up  council 
tax  by  28  per  cent  this  year, 
the  largest  rise  of  any 
authority  in  charge  of  ail 
services. 


total  figure,  £45.66  billion, 
represented  a  huge  proportion 
of  government  spending  and 
councils  should  be  able  to 
make  efficiency  savings.  “It 
would  be  absurd  to  imagine 
that  within  this  large  total 
there  is  room  for  greater 
efficiency."  Mr  Gummer  said. 
“I  make  no  apology  for  the  fact 
that  we  have  pursued  such 
efficiencies  vigorously." 

But  Sir  Jeremy  Beecham. 
representing  three  local  au¬ 
thority  associations,  said  that 
the  pursuit  for  efficiency  was 
destroying  services.  The  25 
per  cent  settlement  would 
make  it  impossible  to  protect 
services. 

Councils  are  already  spend- 
.  ing  £25  billion  more  this  year 
than  the  Government  expects 
them  to  spend  next.  They  are 
filling  the  gap  by  drawing  on 
reserves  but  Sir  Jeremy  said 
these  were  not  inexhaustible 
and  in  some  authorities  were 
reaching  dangerously  low 
levels. 

The  Government  has  ear¬ 
marked  an  extra  E630  million 
of  the  money  authorities  can 
spend  on  education,  which  is 
being  increased  by  3.6  per  cent 
this  year.  Education  authori¬ 
ties  will  be  allowed  to  increase 
(heir  budget  above  capping 
levels  provided  die  money 
they  spend  goes  on  schools. 

Authorities  say  they  are 
already  spending  £41  more 
per  child  on  education  than 


LOWER  INCOME  TAM 


Post-haste  party  bosses  wasted  no  time  in  putting  their  Budget  message  on  the 
streets.  The  Tories  invited  voters  to  make  eye  contact  with  honest  John  Major,  while 
John  Prescott  below,  presented  Labour’s  view  of  the  Government’s  grasping  hands 
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ENOUGH  IS 


the  government  allows  and 
argue  that,  far  from  being  an 
increase,  the  £630  million 
represents  a  £73  million  cut  on 
present  education  budgets. 

Shire  district  authorities 
will  be  hit  hardest  by  the 
settlement  since  they  do  not 
provide  education  services 
and  will  therefore  receive  no 
extra  money  for  this.  London 
boroughs  win  be  given  the 
highest  average  increase, 
which  means  they  can  not  only 
spend  more  but  will  be  able  to 
increase  council  tax  by  higher 


amounts  than  elsewhere  in  die 

country. 

Mr  Gummer  said  that  the 
increase  represented  a  "bal¬ 
anced  and  reasonable  re¬ 
sponse"  to  the  conflict  between 
council  demands  for  more 
money  and  the  need  to  control 


But  Mr  Dobson  said  that 
the  average  council  tax  bill 
would  rise  by  6  per  cent 
representing  a  £40  increase 
per  household.  “Local  people 
will  once  again  be  forced  to 
pay  more  and  get  less."  He 


d aimed  that  that  taxpayers 
would  be  farced  to  pay  an 
extra  £4  billion  over  die  next 
three  years— the  equivalent  of 
E200  for  each  family. 

Mr  Gummer  said  that  he 
had  listened  to  numerous  rep- 
-  reseotanons  from  local  gov¬ 
ernment  associations  and  had 
weighed  the  interests  of  local 
citizens  in  terms  of  both  the 
services  they  had  a  right  to 
expect  and  die  taxes  they  had 

Leading  article,  page  23 


m  council 

charges.  Sir  Jeremy  Beecham. 

chairman  of  the  Labourd  om- 

Local  Government  As¬ 
sociation,  said  yesterday. 

He  said  the  £1.1  billion  ex-, 
tnt  councils  are  to  be  allowed 

to  spend  was  less  than  half  the 

£23  billion  needed  to  main¬ 
tain  services  at  present  levels. 
Although  he  expected  aufodTV- 
des  would  be  able  to.  make, 
efficiency  savings  of  £400  mil¬ 
lion  in' die  year  ahead,  there 
was  no  way  of  squaring  the 
circle  between  income  and 
expenditure. 

.  The  Government  is  guilty 
of  sleight  of  hand,  particularly 

in  education."  he  said.  “We 
are  told  we  are  getting  an 
extra  £630  million  for  educa¬ 
tion  but  that  isn't  enough 
to  cope  whh  the  increase 
in  die  school  population  that 
Is  already  in  the  pipeline 
and  makes,  no  allowance  at 
all  for  a  teachers’  pay  in¬ 
crease;  which  is  historically 
always  above  die  level  of 
inflation." 

Marion  Williams  of  the 
National  Confederation .  of 
Parent-Teacher  Associations 
said  dial  die  settlement  meant 
that  parents  were  increasingly 
having  to  raise  money  to  fund 
everything  from  teachers’  sal¬ 
aries  to  playgrounds.  The 
£50  million  grant  for  school 
buildings  was  nothing 
against  the  £33  bOHon  needed 
over  foe  next  five  years. 

•  There  are  600  primary 


freezing  m 

hot  in  summer,  shesmd-  We 
Imow  local  authorities  are 
squeezing  all  ®cr' 

Zs  for  the  sake  ofeduca- 
tion,  but  there  stiff  isn't 
enough  money  to  meet  our 
basic  needs." 

Katrina  Webster  of  Ag® 

Concern  said  tbe^alc™^J 

meant  that  foe  20  miJhOA 
pensioners  who  relied  on 
Vocal  authority  services  would 
progressively  find  care  being 
cut  “If  we  don’t  invest  today, 
it  is  going  to  be  bleak  for  the 
old  people  of  foe  tomorrow, 
and  that  includes  the  politi¬ 
cians.’'  die  said. 

□  Police  force  budgets  will 
rise  by  £247  million  next  year 
with  every  force  in  England 
and  Wales  receiving  at  least  a 
2  per  cent  increase,  according 
to  figures  issued  yesterday. 
The  Home  Office  said  that  no 
force  would  receive  less  than  a 
2  percent  increase.  In  total  foe 
police  budget  would  rise  by 
3.7  percent 

Michael  Howard,  the 
Home  Secretary,  said  the 
extra  money  showed  the  Gov¬ 
ernment’s  commitment  to  law 
and  order.  He  said  that 
spending  on  foe  police,  in¬ 
cluding  central  government 
services  such  as  the  National 
Criminal  Intelligence  Service 
and  expenditure  on  capital 
projects  such  as  buildings, 
would  rise  from  £7.1  billion  to 
£73  billion. 


of 


By  Ian  Murray 

COUNCIL  finances  are  ar¬ 
cane  and  full  of  jargon,  but 
they  bofl  down  to  the  fact  that 
the  Government  pays  aboatgO 
per  cent  of  town  hall  bills. 
Local  authorities  find  the  rest 
by  raising  council  tax.  digging 
into  their  reserves  or  charging 
for  services. 

In  every  Bud  get  the  Govern; 
ment  announces  foe  amount 
that  councils  are  expected^  \p 
spend.  This  is  known  as  Total 
Standard  Spending  (TSS) 
and  represents  a  national  cap 
on  town  hall  budgets. 

The  money  the  Government 
pays  to  the  councils  is  called 
Aggregate  External  Finance 
(AEF)  and  is  made  up  of  three 
dements:  foe  Revenue  Sup¬ 
port  Grant  {RSG),  money 
taken  from  non-domestic 
rates,  and  special  funds  for 
particular  services  such  as 
nursery  vouchers  or  commun¬ 
ity  care. 

This  year  the  TSS  has  bon 
increased  from  £4453  billion 
to  £4556  biDion,  with  foe  AEF 


part  of  this7  lip  front  €35-23- 
billion  to  £35-77  bOHon:  Al¬ 
though  the  total  is  25  per  cent 
more  than  last  year -the  Gov¬ 
ernment  is  prepared  to  in-  . 
crease  its  share  fry  only  15  per 
cent.  Councils  are  v  being 
allowed  to  qiend  r£Il  bflliqrt 
extra,  but  the  Government 
will  give  them  only  £530 
million  towards  that  The  rest 
must  come  from  council  tax. 

The  diffemice 
ai^Al^.'Wffl'ihCTg^^ 


likely'  ^  _ 

council  £> 

tual  amount  will  vary  .enor- . 
mously  betvreen  different 
authorities.  Some' wilt  be  able 
to  subsidise.foe  increase,  from 
reserves.  Others  will  cut  ser¬ 
vices  -fo'iftctitase  difigi^'fo  - 
hold  down  costs. 

Councite  are  already  spend? 
ing  £47  billianthis  financial’ 
year,  which  is  £25  billion  over 
the  TSS.TTwy  are  doing  .this 
largely  by  eating  info  reserves 
and  expect  to  have  jp  do  foe 
same  next  year.  This  means 
that  the  true  level  of  ‘local 


authority  spending  in  1997-98 
will  be  almost  £50  billion. 

'  Unless  they  use  reserves, 
■authorities  must  increase  their 
.budget  according  to  levels 
.  fixed  by  the  Environment 
Department  These  are  called 
Standaid  Spending  Assess¬ 
ments  ($SA)  and  are  worked 
out  according  to  a  formula 
that  takes  into  account  every, 
factor  in  the  council  area  from 
fife'; i£eof  the  population  to  the 
■  level  •♦^prosperity  and  the 
nustiher erf  roads  and  schools.  , 

These  £SAs;  announced  yes-  I 
today:  fix  the  cap  on  each 
authority’s  budget  A  council 
can  only  raise  tax  to  collect  up 
to  that  amount  If  it  sets  a 
budget  in  excess  of  that  it  must 
other  take  money  from  re¬ 
serves  nr  try  to  persuade  the 
Environment  Department  of 
its  case.  If  (t  fails  it  has  in  pay 
foe  expensive  penalty  of  rebill¬ 
ing  every  household. 

A  series  of  tight  settlements 
this  decade  means  that  all  but 
a  tiny  handful  now  spend  up 
to  their  capping  limit  and 
beyond. 


GIFTS  YOU  CAN  AFFORD, 


There  can  be  few  better  Christinas  gifts  than  a  mobile 
phone.  Bnt  perhaps  you’re  not  considering  one 
because  you  don’t  want  to  lumber  someone  you  care  about 
with  on-going  monthly  bills. 

Well,  at  Peoples  Phone  we  have  just  the  thing.  All-in- 
one  packages,  where  you  make  one  payment  and  that's  it 
for  a  whole  year-  They  even  include  a  free  call  allowance 
and,  what's  more,  we  can  connect  it  on  Christmas  Eve. 
That  way,  it’s  ready  to  make  a  call  as  soon  as  its  unwrapped 
and  you  don’t  pay  for  a  single  day  you  don't  need. 


•  12  mnrrtw  lin»  nwml 

•  Caonecuoa 

■  Free  calls  —  £630  per 
month  Got  a  whole  .year 

■  ^mrd-vinniag  PP8D0 
mobile  phone 

l  i 


1  12  months  line  rental 

•  Connection 

•  Frte  caQs- £630  per  month 
for  six  souths 

»  A  choice  offending  brand 
runae  phones  inc  lading 
the  Nokia  909  -  • 


L OWH ST  PRICE 

GIFT  PACKAGE 


12  months  line  rental 
i  Connection 

•  free  calls  -  £630  per 
month  for  six  mouths 
•  Samsung  PP810 


DIGITAL 

GIFT  PACKAGE 


12  months  Use  rental 
>  Connection 
•  Up  to  £50  cashback 
OR 

Up  to  50  mhratn  free  calls 
per  month  for  three  months 
•  A  choke  of  leading  brand 


FREE  PAGER 

GIFT  PACKAGE 


Boy  any  digital  phone  at 
the  full  price  with  m  in 
£50  cashback 

OR  .  . 
op  to  50  mmutts  free 
calls  per  month  lor 
three  swaths 

G«*  *  free 
Lnlf  pager,  worth  £49.99 

Yfc  H5  off  airy  other  pager 


CALL  0345*10  * 11*12 

FOR  YOUR  NEAREST  STORE,  A  FREE  INF  O  R  A  FAT  f  ON 
PACK  OR  TO  PEACE  AN  ORDER. 
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i  ness  of 
coffers 


by  wary 
Tories 

Bv  AfnTailRliAITHXEY  .. 

‘SENIOR.  Tbries  have  cfe- 
-,Tayed  theWinaJ  South  by- 
dectiQri  iErrtil  next  year 
.after  warnings  dwt  a  de- 
Jestt:rtEiamcmih  could  lead 
legislation 

->  The  ^Government's  ma¬ 
jority  frf  one  is  aqjeqted  .lp 
be  "wiped  out  next' mtHifli 
1  -when the  Labour-held 
Barnsley  East  seat. is  pan- 
tested.  The  Tories  will  then 

■defend  a  vulnerable  major¬ 
ity  ,o(S,  183  in  Wirral  South* 
which,  became  vacant 
:  when  Barry  Rater  died 
.this  month.  f  -  .. 

. .  The  decision  to  delay  the 
•-cca^fejtontff  late,  January 
at  least  cranes  as  Cammons 
officials -haws  warned  that 
twofryelectibn  defeats  next 
:#ianfocouH  force  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  to  give  up  control 
jof  committees  that  study 
rthe  detail  of  Bills.  How¬ 
ever.  if  foe  Tories  avoid 
slipping'  into  a  Commons 
rjninority  until  late  January 
or.  ■fthruaiy,  they  are  ex- 
■  peeled  to  retain  control  of 
.-the  committees',  until  the 
general  election.  . 

,  Yesterday'  Labour 
./named  .its  candidate  -  for 
.  Wirral.  Soufo  as.Ben  Chap¬ 
man,  56,  a  businessman. 


question  on  Europe 

By  Andrew  Pierce,  political  correspondent 


SIR.  JAMES  GOLDSMITH 
last.  jnuE^ht  revealed  foe  word¬ 
ing  of  foe  -referendum  .ques¬ 
tion  on  foe.  future  of  Europe 
that  he  wants  ' to  ' put  to  foe 

The  feaSafqf foe  Referen- 
j  dum  Pajrty,whois  challenging 
foe  former  Tory .  minister 
David  Mdlorm  Putney  at  the, 
general  ejection,  made  his 
long-awaited  aunouncanent 
in  a  speech  at  the  Oxford 
Union.  \f  -  - . 

Sir  James  makes  dear,  in  a 
£225.000 newspaper  advwtis- . 
ing  catnpaigri  today,  his  belief 
foat  foe  voters  should  have  a 
straight,  choice  between  a  fed¬ 
eral  Europe  or  a  block  of 
independent  trading  nations. 

The  announcement  was  de¬ 
liberately  timed  to  come  24 
hours  after  the  Budget  — 
which  the  Referendum  Party 
believes  is  effectively  Britain's 
last  before.  Europe  assumes 
economic  control  —  and  only, 
days  before  talks  on  the  EU 
stability  pact  -  •  • 

In  the.  full-page  advertise-  - 
ment  The  Referendum  Party 
states:  “The  question  the 
people  must  be  allowed:  to  : 
answer-  Do  you  want  the 
United  Kingdom  to  be  part  of 


a  federal  Europe  or  do  you 
want  the  United  Kingdom  to 
return  to  an  association  of 
.  sovereign  nations  that  fire  part 
dfacommcBi  trading  market?" 
Sir  Alan  Walters,  the  fonner 
economics  adviser  to.  Baroness 
Thatcher,  helped  to  draw  up 
the  question. 

But  foe  latest  move  from  Sir 
James  was  attacked  by  David 
Heathcoal-Aroory.  who  re¬ 
signed  as  Paymaster  General 
this  year  to  campaign  against 
a  single  currency.  He  said:  “I 
think  the  Referendum  Party 
position  is  vacuous  and  pa¬ 
thetic.  It  would  deliver  an 
ambiguous  result  because  it  is 
a  loaded  question. 

“It  merely  seeks  an  expres¬ 
sion  of  public -support,  which 
Sir  James  would  then  walk 
away  from.  It  would  not  be 
binding  on  anyone.” 

However,  sources  dose  to 
the  Tory  Euro-sceptic  John 
Redwood  said  foat  Sir  James 
was  on  fog  right  path.  “He  is 
following  foe  advice  given  in  a 
meeting  with  John  Redwood 
in  ApnL  Do  you  want  a 
common  market  or  a  cqmroon 
government*  a  Redwood  sup¬ 
porter  said. 

The  question  indudes  an 


explanation  of  Sir  James's 
definition  of  a  federal  Europe 
as  one  that  is  answerable  to 
the  European  Parliament  foe 
European  Commission,  and 
the  European  Court  of  Justice: 
a  Europe  where  nations  must 
bow  to  European  law. 

By  contrast  the  “common 
trading  market*  is  defined  as 
one  that  would  allow  the  free 
movement  of  goods,  services, 
labour  and  capital  but  limit 
the  power  of  the  institutions  to 
ensuring  a  fair  marketplace. 
The  institutions  would  be  re¬ 
stricted  from  entering  into  the 
political  and  judicial  arena. 

Last  night  sir  James  also 
spelt  out  his  proposals  for  a 
referendum  campaign.  He  is 
seeking  a  vote  before  or  on  the 
same  date  of  the  general 
election.  He  supports  equal 
access  to  television  and  radio 
for  the  “yes”  and  “no*  cam¬ 
paigns. 

Btit  the  chosen  formula  for 
the  referendum  question  at¬ 
tracted  a  derisory  response 
from  foe  European  Move¬ 
ment,  which  supports  a  single 
currency.  GDes  Radice,  the 
chairman  and  Labour  MP, 
said:  “What  foe  question  real¬ 
ly  means  is:  ‘do  you  want  to 


stay  in  or  withdraw  from 
Europe'.  No  one  is  under  any 
illusion.  But  the  fact  is  Gold¬ 
smith  is  in  trouble. 

“Both  Labour  and  the  Con¬ 
servatives  are  committed  to  a 
referendum  if  agreed  Cabinet 
polity  is  in  favour  of  a  single 


currency.  Thai  is  foe  really  big 
issue.  There  is  no  point  in  the 
Referendum  Party.” 

The  Referendum  Party, 
which  has  named  350  candi¬ 
dates  to  fight  the  general 
election,  has  accelerated  the 
selection  procedure  to  ensure 


that  600  are  in  place  by 
Christmas. 

A  target  of  400.000  party 
members  has  been  set  for  the 
election.  The  figure  stands  at 
almost  80.000,  an  increase  of 
30,000  since  the  party's  confer¬ 
ence  in  Brighton  last  month. 


Brown  must  prove  he  can  be  more  than  a  mere  shadow 


Gordon  Brown  is  a  brifltant 
Opposition  politician.  He.  is. 
single-minded,  eloquent 
and  witty,  as  he  showed  again  in 
the  Commons  yesterday.  But  gov¬ 
ernment  is  about  derisions,  not  just 
words.  Mr  Brown’s  predicament  is 
that  foe  more  -he  afoM-kc  the 
Government's  econonncplans,  and 
the  more  Labour  spokesmen  protest 
about  “cuts*  in  this  or  foat  pro¬ 
gramme,  the  more  they  show,  how 
little  freedoin  of  manoeuvre  he 
would  have  as  Chancellor  and  bow 
limited  labour's  options  are. 

Mr  Clarice  managed  a  skilfiil 
holding  operation,  based  on  opti¬ 
mistic  economic  assumptions.  But 
any,  post-election  Chancellor  will 
almost  certainly  have  to  tighten 


fiscal  policy  further  to  reduce  an 
excessively  high  level  of  public 
borrowing  for  tins  stage  of  the 
recovery.  Moreover,  the  closer  the 
projections  in  the  Red  Book  are 
examined,  the  more  it  is  dear  that 
foe  Government's  spending  plans 
are  unsustainable.  What  is  known 
as  the  control  tntal  is  projected. to 
rise  by  0Z  0.7  and  06  per  cent 
respectively  over  the  next  three 
years  in  real  tennS- The  overall  rate 
of  growth  of  spending  has  been  red¬ 
uced  substantially  in  the  past  three 
years;  but  these  figures  wfil  be  hard 
to  achieve  without  a  further  drastic 
squeeze  on  some  programmes. 

For  example,  the  Treasury  is 
projecting  that  spending  on  the 
NHS  wi  rise -next  year  but  be 
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broadly  flat  in  real  terms  for  the 
following  two  years.  According  to 
Mr  Clarke,  what  would  happen 
next  year,  as  in  other  recent  years, 
would  be  that  extra  spending  would 
be  allocated  to  foe  NHS  from  the 
reserve.  That  means  that  some  of 
foe  uncommitted  reserve  for  un¬ 
foreseen  items  has  already  been 
earmarked.  Labour  would  there¬ 
fore  have  little  scope  within  current 
spending  plans,  let  alone  to  deal 
with  tiie  complaints  made  by  party 
spokesmen  about  underfunding  of 
training,  local  authorities,  the 
London  underground  etc. 


Consequently,  if  Mr  Brown,  rath¬ 
er  than  Mr  Clarke:  had  been 
delivering  the  Budget  on  Tuesday, 
his  proposals  would  have  been  very 
mud)  the  same,  at  least  in  aggre¬ 
gate.  The  alternative  Mr  Brown 
offered  in  his  broadcast  last  night 
was  long  on  gestures,  but  shorter  on 
differences  of  substance.  There  are 
the  famous  five  early  pledges  — 
such  as  providing  jobs  and  training 
for  young  people  financed  by  the 
windfall  levy  on  privatised  utilities, 
smaller  school  classes  paid  for  by 
phasing  out  the  Assisted  Places 
Scheme  and  reduced  hospital  wait¬ 
ing  lists  as  a  result  of  administrative 
savings.  The  financing  proposals 
are  mainly  one-off  actions  of  dubi¬ 
ous  merit  while  Labour  has  not  yet 


established  a  watertight  case  for  the 
utilities  levy. 

Mr  Brown  last  night  finned  up 
the  party's  promise  to  reduce  VAT 
on  heating  bills  from  8  per  cent  to 
the  5  per  cent  minimum  allowed. 
This  would  cost  £450  million  and 
would  be  partly  financed  by  ending 
tax  relief  for  private  medical  insur¬ 
ance  for  foe  over-60s.  But  this 
would  cover  only  just  over  a  quarter 
of  the  cost  and  the  rest  wiH  be 
revealed  in  Labour’s  detailed  tax 
package  early  in  the  New  Year.  He 
also  repeated  foe  objective  of  a  new 
lower  starting  rate  of  tax  of  I0pi  Soa 
Brown  Budget  might  have  had  a 
different  balance  of  tax  measures, 
with  no  cut  in  the  basic  rale  and 
different  changes  in  allowances  and 


thresholds,  even  though  Labour 
wiD  not  vote  against  these. 

However,  none  of  these  propos¬ 
als  addresses  the  fiscal  dilemma 
faring  any  new  government  At 
presort  Mr  Brown  is  retying  on  a 
no-risk  strategy  of  ruling  out  new 
spending  commitments  apart  from 
those  where  financing  is  specifical¬ 
ly  identified,  as  above.  But  foat  is 
not  good  enough.  If  Labour  is  to 
offer  a  convincing  alternative,  and 
to  avoid  charges  of  betrayal  after 
the  election,  it  needs  to  make  a  start 
now  of  showing  where  it  would 
save  and  raise  money.  Mr  Brown 
has  to  prove  he  can  graduate  from 
bring  Shadow  to  real  Chancellor. 

Peter  Riddell 


Labour 
will  cut 
fuel  VAT 
to  5% 

By  Pin  up  Webster 
POLITICAL  EDITOR 

GORDON  BROWN  prom¬ 
ised  Iasi  night  that  if  he 
becomes  Chancellor  he  will 
cut  VAT  on  heating  bills  from 
8  per  cent  to  5  per  cent  in  his 
first  Budget. 

The  Shadow  Chancellor 
used  his  Budget  response  tele¬ 
vision  broadcast  to  the  country 
to  offer  the  voters  a  commit¬ 
ment  that  would  cost  a  Labour 
government  £450  million  to 
implement 

Mr  Brown's  office  swiftly 
confirmed  that  £120  million  of 
the  cost  would  be  found  by 
ending  tax  relief  on  private 
medical  insurance  for  the 
elderly.  The  rest  would  come 
from  a  detailed  tax  package  to 
be  presented  by  Mr  Brown  in 
a  speech  in  January. 

On  a  day  when  the  parties 
engaged  in  fierce  exchanges 
about  the  Tories'  tax  record. 
Mr  Brown  said  in  his  broad¬ 
cast  that  every  family  in 
Britain  w>ould  be  better  off  as  a 
result  of  his  first  Budget. 

In  the  Commons  earlier,  he 
repealed  Labour's  claim  that 
although  the  Chancellor  had 
made  made  modest  tax  cuts  on 
Tuesday  the  total  tax  burden, 
taking  account  of  increases 
that  were  already  in  the  pipe¬ 
line,  would  rise  next  year.  He 
accused  ministers  of  “system¬ 
atic  deception"  adding:  "The 
people  were  told  they  were 
going  to  have  tax  cuts  year  on 
year  and  were  then  let  down. 
Whichever  way  you  look  at  it. 
under  this  Government  taxes 
have  risen." 

But  Kenneth  Clarke  inter¬ 
vened  to  claim  that  the  total 
tax  burden  was  no  higher  than 
it  was  in  1991-92  before  the  last 
general  election. 

Mr  Brown  said  that  Budget 
tax  rises  on  petrol,  tobacco  and 
other  items  would  cost  foe 
taxpayer  more  than  £2  billion 
in  a  foil  year  and  wipe  out  foe 
impact  of  the  Ip  cut  in  income 
tax.  "It's  not  just  that  they  have 
given  with  one  hand  and 
taken  with  another.  That  we 
already  know.  It’s  in  this 
Budget  that  they  have  once 
again  taken  more  from  the 
British  people  than  they  have 
given.” 
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So  what's  on  offer? 

We  have  stripped  away  all  the  mumbo 


Paying  too  much  tax? 

jumbo  normally  associated  with  PEPs 

Don't  you  think  you're  paying  enough  tax  already?  and  designed  ours  to  meet  your 

different  savings  needs. 

income  Tax,  VAT,  National  Insurance  -  the  list  is 

,  'Z  The  Virgin  Growth  PEP  -  If  you 

endless.  So  if  the  prospect  of  not  paying  tax  on  want  to  save  today  to  have  a  pot 

your  savings  appeals  to  you,  read  on.  of  money  sometime  in  the  future. 


A  personal  equity  plan  D/  We  want  you  to  make 

O  u  ..... 


(or  PEP  for  short)  is 
-  H  simply  a  tax  efficient 
way  of  saving.  Normally 
people  leave  their 
savings  sitting  in  a  bank  or  building 
society  earning  a  pitifully  low  rate  of 
interest.  And  it’s  taxable!  You  can  invest 
up  to  £6,000  in  a  PEP  each  tax  year  and  its 
return  will  grow  comoietely  free  or  tax. 


vt*  0/  Before  you  ouy  a  PtP, 

{ y 

■f'  you  should  ask  vourselt 

O 

H  whether  this  is  money 
you  can  put  away  for 
at  least  five  years.  PEPs 
do  offer  the  prospect  of  higher  returns 
than  a  bank  or  building  society,  but 
are  more  risky. 


the  most  of  the  high 

l  “ 

H  returns  and  valuable  tax 
breaks  a  PEP  can  offer, 
without  you  having  to 
take  any  unnecessary  risks.  So  here's 
how  we  do  it: 

We  do  away  with  red  tape.  You  always 
know  what's  happening  to  your  money. 

■  We  have  a  clear  and  straightforward 
investment  approach  so  you  always 
know  where  your  money  is  invested. 

,  We  keep  our  charges  as  low- as  we' 
possibly  can. 

."  We  don't  employ  salespeople,  so  you 
can  never  be  put  under  any  pressure... 

;. ...  but  we  do  have  authorised  advisers, 
who  can  help  decide  if  a  PEP  is  right 
for  you. 


Its  aim  is  quite  simple  -  to  makewd] 
your  savings  grow.  You  can  saye^g 
from  as  little  as  £50  .a-monthl^oir^.'f 
£  1 , 000  lumpsum.  c  -  - 

o  The  Virgin  Income  PEP  -  ff  youfre^  - 
retired  or  are  about  to  retire  and  A 
are  looking  for  a  high  income  from 
your  savings. 

You  can  invest  £6,000  as  a  lump  sum. 

If  you  think  that  a  PEP  sounds 
right  for  you,  give  us  a  call.  We'll 
send  you  an  information  pack. 

All  you  need  do  is  fill  in  the  juj 
application  form  and  send  it  back  -  fV:; 
to  us  with  your  cheque  or  direct  "  ■ 
debit  form. 


The  secret' 


mi 


personal  financial  service 


>  : 


7  DAYS  A  WEEK  BETWEEN  Sahfc 


/-v-e 


rii,  l5  U, ,1  f ii.if.1  Seivicc  Ltd  r.  rcgulutcd  :>y  tbv  P.r:,uiwi  investment  Autiiunty  for  lift  insurance  o;id  unit  trust  business  jnd  represents  only  the  Virgin  Direct  rr.irkrtinq  group.  Post  performance  is  not  necessarily  j  guide 
to  the  future  The  price  of  units  and  any  income  from  them  con  go  down  as  well  as  up.  You  may  not  get  back  ail  the  money  you  invest.  The  basis  of  tax  may  change  in  the  future,  and  the  value  of  tax  benefits  depends  on  how  much 

tax  you  pay  Virgm  Direct  only  market  their  own  products.  For  your  security,  all  telephone  calls  to  Virgin  Direct  will  be  recorded  and  randomly  monitored.  ..u 
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The  hole  in  Labour’s  land  plan 
is  on  my  lawn,  says  Heseltine 


By  Michael  Hornsby 

COUNTRYSIDE  CORRESPONDENT 

MICHAEL  HESELTINE  said 
yesterday  that  there  was  a 
hidden  menace  lurking  be¬ 
hind  Labour  proposals  for  a 
legal  "right  lu  roam"  over  the 
cnunirysidc. 

Recalling  the  “monstrous" 
invasion  of  his  country  estate 
by  protesters  against  opencast 
mining  last  month,  the  Depu¬ 
ty  Prime  Minister  said  that 
other  landowners  would  be 
exposed  to  similar  action  if 
such  a  law  went  3heud.  He 
was  speaking  after  addressing 
a  conference  in  London  on 
access  cn  ihe  countryside, 
organised  by  the  Country 
Landowners*  Association, 
whose  50.UU0  members  are 
estimated  to  own  half  of 
England  and  Wales. 

Mr  Heseltine  said  there  was 
no  case  Tor  legislation,  even  as 
a  last  resort  against  recalci¬ 
trant  or  unreasonable  land- 
owners:  “I  do  not  want  to 
accept  chat,  because  there  may 
be  the  rxid  exceptional  case, 
you  should  menace  the  liveli¬ 
hood  of  large  num tiers  of 
people  in  the  farming  and 
agricultural  industry.  These 


people  have  In  make  their 
living  in  the  countryside.  They 
care  deeply  about  the  country¬ 
side.  and  the  though?  that  the 
law  is  going  to  intrude  farther 
into  their  lives  is  something 
with  which  I  have  great 
sympathy. 

“People  who  invaded  my 
garden  were  Labour  council¬ 
lors.  and  that  was  a  mon¬ 
strous  thing  to  do.  It  is 
actually  the  new  Labour  Party 

that  invaded  mv  farm  in  order 
to  dig  a  hole." 

In  the  incident  at  Mr 


Heselrine's  Pailadian  home. 
Thenford  Hall  in  Northamp¬ 
tonshire.  about  50  people 
armed  with  pickaxes  dug  a 
10ft  hole  in  his  lawn.  It  was 
reported  that  two  Labour 
councillors  in  Hammersmith 
and  Fulham  had  been  among 
the  protesters.  Donald  Dewar. 
Labour’s  chief  whip,  subse¬ 
quently  promised  to  “deal 
with"  the  two  if  their  involve¬ 
ment  was  proved. 

The  Labour  Party  was  un¬ 
able  to  say  yesterday  whether 
any  action  had  been  taken. 


Protesters  at  the  Deputy  Prime  Minister's  estate 


Elliot  Morley.  the  Labour 
spokesman  on  rural  affairs, 
who  spoke  at  the  conference  in 
support  of  legislation  allowing 
a  qualified  right  to  roam,  said: 
"I  am  not  aware  that  the 
protesters  were  Labour  coun¬ 
cillors.  bur  we  certainly  would 
not  condone  any  breaking  of 
the  law." 

Mr  Heseltine  told  delegates 
that  he  supported  the  CLA’s 
view  that  voluntary  agree¬ 
ments  between  local  people, 
landowners  and  farmers  were 
the  best  way  to  open  up  the 
countryside  and  that  many 
such  agreements  were  already 
in  place.  Right  to  roam 
leglisatiun  would  be  “imprac¬ 
tical  and  unworkable".  Mr 
Heseltine  said,  -  and  would 
secure  additional  access  at  the 
expense  of  increased  distur¬ 
bance  to  wildlife  and  livestock, 
erosion,  pollution  and  vandal¬ 
ism.  Although  the  Labour 
Party  was  talking  about  a 
qualified  right,  he  feared  that 
landowners  would  be  subject 
to  more  demands  once  a  right 
was  established. 

Mr  Morley  said  that  his 
pany  would  bring  in  legisla¬ 
tion  to  provide  for  a  statutory 
right  of  access  on  foot  to 


SAVE  %  20% 

ON  WATERMAN  AND 
PARKER  FINE  PENS 
THIS  CHRISTMAS 


At  Staples  this  Christmas,  you'll  find 
executive  gifts  to  suit  any  budget. 
From  fine  pens  and  Filofaxes,  to 
mobile  phones  and  electronic 
organisers. 

For  a  huge  choice  of  gifts  at 
unbeatable  prices,  choose  Staples 
this  Christmas. 


SONNET 

(SXU  NO  250035) 

Fountain  Pen, 
lacquered 
blue  finish 
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PARKED  RRP  £25.oo  h  vat 

mnntK  RIALTO  ISKU  NO  12727*)  Ball  Pen,  matt  black  finish 


-.•'V-  w:f<  ■■  r  ,'SSW.I  ssl 


: : :  t  J 

i  1 1 1 

^ -Si 


(1  I.  _  _  _  ..  . 


?SSbP& 


*!$■ 

■m 

I 


f 

% 

| 

I 

f 


SAVE  % ‘10  MORE 

This  Christmas  you  can  save  even  more.  When  you  purchase  any  Waterman  or  Parker  fine  pen, 
you  will  receive  a  voucher  to  send  off  for  your  £10  cashback  offer  (if  you  spend  over  £40)  or  £5 
cashback  offer  (if  you  spend  £15  -£39.99).  Offer  ends  24/12/96.  See  in-store  for  full  details. 


GIFTS  FOR 
EVERYONE  AT 
STAPLES 

OPEN  7  DATS  A  WEEK 

MON-FRI  8-8  SAT  9-6  SUN  1 1-5 

FOR  YOUR  NEAREST  STAPLES  STORE  CALL 

0990  55  66  22 
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uncultivated  “mountain, 
moorland  and  existing  com¬ 
mon  land",  subject  to  reason¬ 
able  restrictions  to  protect 
farming,  shooting  and  nature 
conservation  interests. 

Attempts  to  increase  access 
by  negotiation  had  had  only  a 
a’ limited  impact,  Mr  Morley 
said.  Only  a  fifth  of  common 
land  was  open  to  the  public, 
and  access  to  an  area  of 
woodland  twice  the  size  of  the 
Isle  of  WIghi  had  been  lost 
because  of  piecemeal  sales  of 
land  by  the  Forestry  Com¬ 
mission. 

Alan  Mattingly,  director  of 
the  Ramblers  Association, 
which  has  118.000  members, 
said  voluntary  agreements 
had  proved  costly,  difficult  or 
even  impossible  to  negotiate 
on  any  scale.  The  only  solution 
was  for  access  to  the  country¬ 
side  on  foot  to  be  based  on 
legally  protected  rights. 

Before  the  conference,  Ewen 
Cameron,  president  of  the 
CLA,  was  embarrassed  by  the 
disclosure  that  a  public  foot¬ 
path  had  been  blocked  by  a 
potato  crop  on  his  farm  at 
Ilminster.  Somerset  He  said 
the  temporary  obstruction  was 
a  mistake  by  a  farmhand. 


users 

By  A  Staff  Reporter 


Heseltine  yesterday:  “Labour  invaded  my  farm" 


Pharmacists  win  right  to 
compete  with  country  GPs 

By*  Dominic  Kennedy,  social  affairs  correspondent 


COUNTRY  doctors  said  yes¬ 
terday  that  they  might  have  to 
red  uce  their  services  to  remote 
populations  after  losing  a 
High  Court  action  against 
pharmacists. 

A  test  case,  described  as  a 
battle  between  two  profes¬ 
sions,  was  won  by  the  phar¬ 
macists.  who  established  the 
right  to  open  chemist's  shops 
in  direct  competition  with 
country  GPs  who  dispense 
drugs. 

The  doctors  were  ordered 
to  pay  costs,  likely  to  run  into 
five  figures,  but  were  granted 
leave  to  take  their  case  to  the 
Court  of  Appeal.  Many  rural 
GPs  receive  an  important  part 
of  their  practice  income  horn 
the  sale  of  medicines  at  in- 
house  pharmacies. 

Michael  Bdoff,  QG  for  the 
doctors,  told  the  twtwlay  bear¬ 
ing  that  the  outcome  was  of 
vital  importance  to  the  quality 


of  medical  services  provided 
by  many  rural  practices. 

Lord  Justice  Schiemann  up¬ 
held  a  decision  allowing  Paul 
Watson  and  John  Crump  to 
open  a  pharmacy  in  Holme 
upon  Spalding  Moor.  East 
Riding.  Permission  had  been 
given  by  the  local  Family 
Health  Services  Authority  in 
1994.  but  the  pharmacists 
have  since  faced  a  series  of 
legal  challenges  by  three  GPs 
in  the  village:  Simon  Robin¬ 
son,  Jerry  Marsden  and  Rich¬ 
ard  Moore. 

The  judge  also  backed 
Rajesh  Morjaria,  who  opened 
a  pharmacy  in  September  this 
year  in  Madetey,  Stafford¬ 
shire.  despite  a  risk  that  he 
would  be  forced  to  dose  it  if 
John  Worthington  and  part¬ 
ners.  of  the  Moss  Lane  sur¬ 
gery,,  won  their  case.  The 
Madeiey  doctors  had  invested 
£200.000  in  a.  new  wing  to 


their  surgery  and  depended 
on  income  from  dispensing 
drugs  to  pay  off  their  debt. 

However,  the  judge  ruled 
that  Family  Health  Services 
Authorities  were  not  obliged 
to  consider  the  impact  on 
GPs*  revenue,  or  the  service 
they  provided,  when  deriding 
whether  to  grant  leave  for 
chemist’s  shops  to  open. 

The  1977  National  Health 
Service  Act  he  said,  made 
dear  that  doctors  would  be 
allowed  to  dispense  drugs 
only  in  exceptional  circum¬ 
stances  and  that  the  prime 
suppliers  of  medicines  should 
be  pharmacists.  Exceptions  to 
the  rule  were  made  in  rural 
areas  where  there  was  .no 
independent  pharmacy  and 
where  patients  would  have 
extreme  difficulty  because  of 
distance  or  poor  communica- 
.  dons  in  getting  to  a  xhermsfs 
shop. 


THE  safest  roads  m  England 
and  Wales  are  in  Suffolk  and 
Tyne  and  Wear,  while  London 
has  the  most  dangerous,  ac¬ 
cording  to  an  accident  league 
table  published  yesterday. 

The  table  is  based  on  the 
ratio  of  personal-injury  road 
accidents  to  a  county's  papula¬ 
tion.  Nearlv  two  in  five  coun¬ 
ties  showed  an  increase  in 
personal  accidents  last  year, 
compared  with  1994.  # 

Greater  London  had  5.42 
accidents  per  thousand  papu¬ 
lation  while  the  figure  for  both 
Tyne  and  Wear  and  Suffolk 
was  3.06.  The  biggest  in¬ 
creases  were  in  the  former 
county  of  Avon  (up  15.9  per 
cent)  and  Co  Durham  tup  9.5 
per  cent),  while  the  biggest 
falls  were  in  Powys  (down  13.9 
per  cent),  Norfolk  {a  fall  of  12.1 
per  cent)  and  Cornwall  (down 
9.3  per  cent). 

After  Greater  London,  the 
most  accident-prone  areas 
were  Surrey  (5-21  accidents  per 
thousand  population).  Chesh¬ 
ire  (4.71).  Greater  Manchester 
(4.62)  and  Cambridgeshire 
(4.61).  The  safest  counties  after 
Suffolk  and  Tyne  and  Wear 
were  the  former  counties  of 
Gwent  (3.19),  Mid  Glamorgan 
and  Avon  (both  3.20). 

Overall,  the  average  num-  £ 
ber  of  accidents  per  thousand 
of  population  in  England  and 
Wales  in  1995  was  4.13.  com¬ 
pared  with  421  in  1994.  The 
total  number  of  accidents  fell 
from  217224  to  213.851. 

David  Cutt  marketing 
manager  of  Royal  Insurance 
Direct,  which  produced  the 
table,  said:  "Measures  taken 
to  make  roads  safer  over  the 
past  ten  years  seem  to  have 
had  a  positive  effect  overall. 
However,  with  many  counties 
recording  an  increase,  there  is 
no  room  for  complaorncy." 

□  Mock  driving  tests  which 
the  Driving  Standards  Agency 
plans  to  introduce  in  the 
spring  are  an  abuse  of  its 
monopoly,  the  British  School 
of  Motoring  said. 

The  tests,  which  will  cost 
more  than  the  E2S.50  for  the 
real  ones,  would  be  “unwel¬ 
come  and  outside  the  DSA’s 
legal  boundaries"  and  would 
anger  and  confuse  leamer- 
drwers,  the  BSM  said-'  The 
DSA  said  that  it  was  folly 
entitled  to  introduce  them  and 
that 'they  cnuld  give  candi-A 
dates  "a  confidence  boost".  ™ 


AU.  PRICES  SHOWN  ARE  MEMBER  ftHCGS,  MEMBERSHIP  IS  FUSE,  ITS  R4STANT  AND  CAN  BE  ARRANGED  BV  VESTING  OR  TEUMONn<Ki  TOUR  LOCAL  STORE. 
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Aggrieved 


‘routiers 
were  driven 
to  conflict’ 


Blockade 

leader 

declares 


war  on 
Paris 


From  Stephen  Farrell 
IN  CALAIS 


From  Ben  Macintyre  in  paris 


THE  French  lorry  industry 
has  been  hurtling  towards  the 
current  crisis  at  increasing 
speed  for  several  years. 

Most  of  the  industry's 
174,000  routiers  insist  they  are 
underpaid,  overworked  and 
under-appreciated  for  a  job 
that  is  boring,  dangerous  and 
lonely,  but  vital  to  the  nation's 
economic  health. 

Haulage  bosses,  however, 
argue  thar  with  increasing 
European  competition,  a  fail¬ 
ing  economy  and  higher  fuel 
prices,  they  cannot  improve 
the  lot  of  their  employees  —  at 
least  not  without  huge  govern¬ 
ment  help  to  defray  the  social 
taxes  that  form  a  weighty  part 
of  every  French  payroll. 

A  study  by  the  Department 
of  Transport  recently  conced¬ 
ed  that  lorry  drivers  work 
longer  hours  for  lower  pay 
than  most  French  workers. 
The  average  monthly  take- 
home  pay  for  a  French  driver 
is  just  Frf),900  (£860),  while 
many  work  more  than  300 
hours  a  month. 

France  has  some  41.000 
road  transport  companies, 
with  a  combined  annual  turn¬ 
over  of  Fr35  billion,  ranging 
from  huge  haulage  companies 
to  self-employed  drivers  in 
battered  camions  taking  pro¬ 
duce  from  village  to  village  in 
rural  Fiance. 

Nearly  three-quarters  of  all 
such  companies  employ  five 
people  or  less,  and  it  is  these 
that  have  been  hit  hardest  by 
increased  taxes  on  fuel,  the 
price  of  which  has  risen  by 
more  than  45  pence  a  gallon  in 
the  past  year  alone. 

In  1998  France  will  be 
completely  open  to  European 
competition  and  many  haul¬ 
iers  are  fearful  of  being  under¬ 
cut  by  a  flood  of  Spanish 
owner-drivers  whose  prices 
are  at  least  15  per  cent  lower 
than  the  French  average. 

A  bitter  grievance  among 
drivers  is  that  they  are  paid 


only  for  time  “on  the  road’*, 
and  not  for  hours  spent  wait¬ 
ing  or  loading.  “People  may 
associate  us  with  the  Routier 
restaurants,  but  most  French 
drivers  cant  afford  to  eat  often 
in  places  like  that.  Mostly  it's 
cold  cans  in  the  back  of  the 
cab,”  one  union  leader 
complained. 

In  October  fast  year,  a 
“progress  contract"  was  put  in 
place  to  reduce  working  hours 
gradually  from  240  hours  a 
month  this  year  to  200  hours 
in  1999,  but  with  haulage 
companies  feeling  the  econom¬ 
ic  pinch  the  contract  has  been 
widely  ignored. 

The  current  dispute  is  the 
first  to  pit  drivers  against 
haulage  bosses  and  the 
strength  and  organisation  of 
the  protest  has  taken  both 
hauliers  and  the  Government 
by  surprise. 

Union  membership  among 
French  lorry  drivers  has  tradi¬ 
tionally  been  low.  but  since 
1990  it  has  boomed  and  well 
over  half  the  workforce  is  now 
unionised.  As  union  leaders 
are  quick  to  point  out,  the 
current  strike  is  putting  in¬ 
tense  pressure  on  the  state 
which  is  by  far  the  largest  user 
of  commercial  road  haulage. 

Drivers  and  bosses  stood 
together  in  the  1992  strike  to 
oppose  a  rigorous  new  points 
system  on  licences,  but  since 
then  relations  have  soured  as 
the  threat  of  unemployment, 
now  standing  at  a  record  I  Zb 
per  cent,  has  grown. 

“We  have  the  most  reaction¬ 
ary  bosses  in  the  world," 
declared  Roger  Pblerti,  the 
fieiy  head  of  the  Force 
Ouvriere’s  lorry  union.  “They 
have  the  mentality  of  19th 
century  shopkeepers." 

Most  French  citizens  sup¬ 
port  the  lorry  drivers’  de¬ 
mands  for  higher  pay,  shorter 
hours  and  earlier  retirement 
Now  it  is  they,  rather  than  the 
bosses,  who  will  pay  for  it. 


A  MILITANT  French  union 
official  leading  the  Calais 
lorry  blockade  yesterday  de¬ 
clared  war  against  his  Gov¬ 
ernment  and  threatened  to 
use  petrol  bombs  and  stones 
against  riot  police  if  they 
intervened. 

In  his  distinctive  Mack  Rus¬ 
sian  hat  and  red  jacket,  Phi¬ 
lippe  Rault  has  quickly 
become  a  dockside  figure¬ 
head  for  die  French  protesters 
who  are  stopping  hundreds  of 
British  truckers  crossing  the 
Channel. 

M  Rault,  42,  has  been  a 
CFDT  transport  union  repre¬ 
sentative  for  just  one  week 
and  is  involved  in  his  first 
blockade.  "Cert  la  guerre."  he 
insisted  yesterday  on  the 
rainy,  windswept  tarmac 
where  hundreds  of  lorries  sat 
bumper  to  bumper  for  miles 
on  aid.  their  drivers  power¬ 
less  to  deliver  cargo  or  stop 
perishable  loads  rotting. 

"In  1992  and  1993  in  France 
we  had  a  dispute  and  the 
police  brought  in  tanks  with 
ropes  to  drag  the  lorries  away 
from  the  barricades.”  M  Rault 
said.  "If  die  police  tty  to  do  it 
again  here  we  will  defend 
ourselves.  It  is  war  for  all  of 
us.  We  will  use  our  hands, 
chairs,  fire  and  Molotov  cock¬ 
tails,  no  problem. 

"The  Government  in  the 
past  treated  us  like  dogs,  not 
like  human  beings.  They  nev¬ 
er  opened  the  doors  to  us.  But 
this  Government  has  opened 
the  door  a  little  for  us  to  enter. 
If  we  hadn’t  blocked  all  of 
France  the  door  would  never 
have  been  opened.” 

M  Rault  is  union  represen¬ 
tative  for  60  French  drivers  at 
the  Calais  depot  of  Norbert 
Dentressangle,  the  company 
based  in  St  Vailier.  Le  Drome. 
He  said  his  men  had  not 
prepared  petrol  bombs  or 
other  defences  in  advance,  but 
would  do  so  "at  the  last 
minute."  if  riot  police  moved 
in. 

However,  he  believed  the 
solidarity  of  the  truckers1  na- 
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FROM  Richarp  OvUSS 
IN  ROME 


Philippe  Rault  monitors  the  blockade  in  Calaisyesterday.  The  man  controlling  drivers  obstructing  traffic  at 
the  port  it  is  unclear  whether  he  is.  a  rogue  official  or  is  acting  with  the  backing  of  union  leaders  in  Paris 


tionwide  action  and  their 
success  in  blocking  petrol 
depots  used  by  government 
vehicles,  made  such  interven¬ 
tion  unlikely. 

M  Rault.  surrounded  by 
scores  of  French  truckers 
manning  the  blockade,  spoke 
as  his  Parisian  union  leaders 
began  yet  another  round  of 
talks  with  the  Government 
and  employers.  It  is  undear 
whether  he  is  a  rogue  local 
official  or  acting  with  their 
hacking.  British  officials  yes¬ 
terday  claimed  he  had  been 
ordered  by  fax  to  lift  the 
blockade  but  M  Rault  denied 
receiving  any  instructions. 

A  father  of  four  from 
Peupingues,  near  the  Chan¬ 
nel  Tunnel  entrance,  he  drives 
for  the  huge  French  company, 
Norbert  Dentressangle.  and 
spends  three  to  four  days  a 


week  in  Britain.  He  became  a 
trucker  four  years  ago  after 
two  and  a  half  years  of 
unemployment  when  be  was 
laid  off  as  a  fireman  after  the 
British-owned  Courtaulds  de¬ 
pot  in  Calais  was  dosed 
down.  Two  huge  •  red 


often  seen  at  the  head  of  the 
barricade  explaining  his 
men’s  position  to  British  driv¬ 
ers  and  journalists.  Although 
his  English  is  good,  he  began 
insisting  on  using  French 
yesterday,  claiming  British 
television  spread  lies  that  he 


C  We  will  defend  ourselves.  It  is  war. 
We  will  use  our  hands,  chairs,  fire 
and  Molotov  cocktails,  no  problem  3 


Dentressangle  lorries  slewed 
across  the  harbour  entrance 
form  the  -  Calais  blockade, 
with  other  entrances  to  the 
port  blocked  by  large  holders 
and  jagged  metal  road  signs. 
M  Rault  insists  he  admires 
the  British  lorry  drivers.  He  is 


had  been  ordered  to  end  the 
dispute.  M  Rault  and  his  men 
have  three  main  demands,  a 
retirement  age  of  55,  more  pay 
and  better  working  condi¬ 
tions.  The  first  has  been 
granted.  He  protests  that  his 
company  only  pays  drivers 


for  working  198  hours  a 
month,  although  they  often 
work  20  pr  30  more  hours 
without  pay  while  waiting  or 
loading  trucks.  . 

He  acknowledges  his  de¬ 
mands  for  his  gross  pay  of 
Fr7,500  a  month  (£1,000)  to  be 
raised  to  FriQBOO  arc  unlikely 
to  be  meL  His  men  have  some 
sympathy  from  British  driv¬ 
ers,  not  least  Don  Paddon,  46,  - 
from  Hemel  Hempstead  who 
also  works  for  Dentressangle 
but  is  paid  overtime,  unlike- 
his  French  colleagues. . 

"1  agree  with  what  they're 
doing.  To  be  honest  Rault  and 
the  other  French  drivers  are 
all  right  to  us,  there  is  no 
animosity  and  they  have  been 
sharing  .  their  '  coffee  and 
whisky  will*  us  over  foe  last 
couple  of  nights,"  Mr  Paddon 
said. 


THE  image  of  the  Italian  male 
as  " mamma's  boy"  15 
forced  this  week  by  a  paU 
showing  that  more  than  hall 
of  Italian  men  five  at  home 
with  one  or  both  parents  until 

published  in  La 
Repubblica.  coincided  wuh  a 
court  case  in  which  a  46-year- 
old  woman  was  forced  to  take 
her  "shiftless"  24-yea  r-o Id  son 
back  into  her  home  after 
evicting  him.  . 

A  court  in  Ferrara  ruled  that 

a  shop  assistant,  named  only 
as  Anna  Maria,  had  acted  im- 
properly  in  refusing  to  give 
house  room  to  her  son.  Luca. 

She  said  she  had  been 
separated  from  her  husband 
for  a  year  and.  as  a  single 
parent,  had  quite  enough  to  do 
looking  after  her  H-year-oW 
daughter  without  cooking  and 

cleaning  for  Luca.  She  said  — 

her  son.  a  perrol-pump  alien-  . 

riant,  was  quite  capable  of  I 

finding  a  flat  of  his  own,  but  ^  '■ 

preferred  to  spend  his  money 
on  “fast  cars  and  designer 
dothes”  She  said  he  had 
struck  her,  insulted  her  and 
"broken  everything  in  the 
house",  while  refusing  to  con-  ffr 

tribute  to  the  household  bud¬ 
get  She  had  thrown  him  out, 
and  he  had  gone  to  "sponge 
off"  his  grandparents  instead. 

T-iica  rook  legal  advice  and 

the  case  went  to  the  local  court  »•« 

where  the  judge,  Francesco  III 

Salzano.  found  no  evidence  ,  '«*.**«/  M  * 
that  the  family’s  cir¬ 
cumstances  were  as  “intoler-  ,  .  »  m- 

able"  as  Luca’s  mother  had  iff  t  l*  *  *  F  I 

dalmed. 

-  But  La  Repubblica  said  the 
mother  had  “every  right  to  •  - 

throw  her  son  our.  “Even 
maternal  love  has  its  limits"  it 
said  in  an  editorial.  "If  foe 
young  man  had  been  her 
husband  rather  than  her  son.  -  -- 

the  court  would  have  had  no 
difficulty  in  agreeing  to  a  •  ... 

separation  or  divorce."  It  add¬ 
ed  that  there  was  "something 
profoundly  wrong  with  a  soci¬ 
ety  of  eternal  children  who 
.  always  want  their  mamma". 
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Highest  Flyers  Awards 


i  mech  e 


As  part  of  n*  150ih  Anniversary  celebrations,  (he 
Institution  of  Mechanical  Engineers  (IMechE) 
invited  every  secondary  school  m  the  United 
Kingdom  DO  identify  the  young  people  wbo 
achieved  the  most  passes  at  GCSE  or  Scottish 
Standard  level 


TOP  150  STUDENTS  IWflWNG  A  PRIZE  OF  £150  EACH 


The  winners  of  IMechE’s  Highest  Flyers  Avucrds 
have  passes  in  English  Language,  Mathematics,  * 
second  language,  Physics  and  Chemistry 
(including  double  award),  or  equivalent 
technology  subjects,  together  with  as  many 
further  passes  as  possible,  typically  achieving  a 
dozen  or  so  A  or  A*  passes  or  a  weighted 
number  of  Scottish  awards. 


waHam  Addteon 
David  Apawal 
Jama  Man 
Mart  Almond 
Jamas  AttfaraM 
Daisy  Andrew* :  ' 
Matthew  ftqgw 


Magfaim  Coiege  School  Oxford 
Rearing  School  Rearing 
Emmanuel  COtege  Gateshead 
Boion  School  Soys' Div  Bolton 
Rarities  Academy  Dumfries 
WaaH^SAodffDST  Oxford 
Dane)  Stewarts  and  HeMfe  CoSege 


Significantly,  the  winners  are  not  required  to  be 
planning  a  career  in  mechanical  engineering-  The 
Institution  believes. that  by  gaining  an  appreciation 
of  the  social  and  economic  importance  of 
engineering,  the  150  brightest  pupils  of  *96  will 
be  at  an  advantage,  whatever- their  career  choice. 


The  winning  students  will  be  presented  with  a 
bronze  medal  and  £150  at  a  special  ceremoay  to  be 
held  at  the  Institution^  headquarters  in  London  on 
20  March  1997.  They  wffl  also  be  taken  CO  ebe  worfd- 
I fading  Rutherford  Appleton  Laboratories  for  an 
introduction  to  the  world  of  mechanical  engineering. 
The  students  will be  eorotad  in  a  c*reef4ong  ebb 
of  excellence,  ' 7for  IMechE  150dnb,  which  will 
foBowand.Tomrte  them  as  tbcir  careers  develop. 


ttenacrAWfa.  .  &ftntxtseCotegg  Afrweftwo 
CofeBatl  / tog-&Mi*asSduM  ■  Bbio&um' 

Stephen  Bel  King  Edwartf 5  School . 

Atat  Barrett  St  Parts  School  -.Barnes 

Stephen  BartietJonesWison's  School  Waftjgton  • 
Lortso  Baxter  Davison  C  E  High  School  for  Girls 

Worthing 

Robert  Beattie  Methorist  Coiege  Safest 

Susan  Bel  Oafceatbe  Ugh  School  DaSxathe 

Wchaef  Bfnfaan  St  Parts  School  Banes  . 

Charles  Haddock  St  Parts  School  Barnes 

Lars  Stockman  Ssvoxwfcs  School  Sevenoaks 

Stephen  Mock  King  Edward's  School  Btermgharo 
John  Booth  Reacting  School  Reacting 

Sam  Bootle  Cowfy  Upper  School  Buy  5t  Ettnxxh 

James  Pewen  DoroBy  Stringer  High  School 


Aalth  EMman  .  Wafington  high  School**  Girts 

-  .  "hMqgton 

Stereen  B-Wahab  .  Perse  School  for  girls  Cambridge 

EBen Fenton  •-  StNrchotas RCHfeb Schocf 

Northwich 

ERzabeth  Ferguson  The  Boh*  rt  Hereto*  BtoectBt  School 

Hereford 

Rebecca  Hnch  '  ;  Portland  High  School  Newcastle 

upon  7>ne 

David  Rood  '  Ifeglden  Coiege  SchooKhtod 

luting 


Deene  Manley 


KhgtdwantVI  High  School forSjte  ThomasSpeVit  Lancing  Coiege  Lancng 

‘  -.Stephen Spence  -  - kogEdwanfs School  Bhtrtaghim 

Portland KgJScbod  Newcadte.^,  Jemdter Stevenson  .Shatxjme'stfBqllriQrts Sherborne 
dpooTyne  ?  Helen  Sturdy  Deal  Close  School  Cheltenham 

Dorothy  Stringer  ttgh  School  ’^kJCeSwitai  Surges*  Parse  School  for  Gets  Cambridge 

ftfehlm  .  •  'Igpandoep  SuriarauwilKing  Edward’s  School  Bftnwgtan 

King  Edward  VI  H&  School  for  flrfc  ffijjwm  Sraetek  :  - ;  Hartford  Hah  School  Nbriftwfch 
:  ftirtiigharff  >  •'  Abjta  Taylor  • ,  -  .•  Paries  School  St  Austell 

St  WMarri  Boriasefo  Grammar  School  ..  H^homae.  Ysgol  Gyfun  Abwaenn  AbaaerwC 
Martow  .  ■/***&* P®  Our  Lady's  School  Banowev 


iufce  Haftwl 

BotSeHvper 


Heten  Bradtoy-Jcnes  Mdvem  Coiege  Worcester 


Jacquefod  Branch 
Pwwte  BrJttan 
Sum  Bndb  -  . 
liodtay  Brown 
JawnChm  : 
J0*e Chandra 


Recogwm^.tbe  unporont  role  dor  die  schools 
have  played,"  awards  of  i  pbqne  and  £1500  will  - 
be  made  to  tbe  ten  schools  due  have  the  most 
Students  in  die  top  150. 


■Hanah  Ghainedi 


Tbelasrimoofl  of  Mechanical  Engineers  has  over 
78j000mefflberi».woddwitie.  For  information  on 
iaapbeabip Qf'uoy  ofoer  aspect  of  the  Instimrioo^ 


Susan  CMtty 
Anthony  Cbin  . 
EdmrdCtarlw 
Joseph  Cadon 
ArteaConeale 
Michael  Cottmi 


please  conocc 


Dt  Richard  Kkc  .  ^ 

Director  Geoeral  ; 

The  Institution  of  Morfraiwcal  tagunes 
1  Birdcage  Walk  ^ 

London  SW1H9J] 


Caftrin  Daniel 
Jonathan  Davies 
.ORver  Davis 
DanM  Dennett 


Abferf  Dfcmfe 


■wvw.imeche.org.uk 


Promoting  mechanic^  engfoeerinr 


AnrinwDbcon 
Stephen  Doughty 
Steatt  Douglas 
Shan  Draper 
CtaiteEctemnMi 
Ataonder  Etbaans - 


Pose  School  for  Girts  Cambridge 
Mrpssv  Academy  Ar&ossan 
StPteft.Sd»ol  Barnes 

DatoiafetfighSfoofli  DabeBtie 
1^  School  Brwitgbam;  v 
Ki«EAardVi>SghSchool^fir1s 
BMt&am 

St  WfeM  Bwtesefc  &amrriar  Sdsrt 
Uaricw 

HartfenfH0> School  NorBrntch 
VUboimer  Hi  School  Hwefee re 

$1  Patft  School  '  :  Bamas 
Douai  School  Beading 

Hampton  School  Hampton 
Crompton  House  C  E  Conprehenare 

_  Ofcftam 

YsgdTryfen  Saflgor 

K«tg  Eriranfs  School  Fktim&em 
Cheltenham  CoBege  Chefienftam 
Bsftop  ChaSwier  R  C  School 

Basingstoke 
School  of  a  Helen  and  St  Katharine 
Abingdon 

Dean  Ckise  School  Chettenbam 
Uarteft  fctejor  School  Lbntsrt-Major 
St  Parts  School  Barnes 
Nottingham  School  Nottln^am 

StParth  School  Barnes 
SI  Parts  School  Barnes 


Andrew  Mi 
KrisHM 
TbnyHodson 
RdbinHaMw  s 
MW  OQMQVy 


taM  Hooper 


Bel  GaftuHfeWi  .  Cheftenham  Cotege  Cheltenham  . 
■CShtaMw-;;  Tunfcrfcfee WsSs Orts1  Graumar School 

:  TtnOridgeHUs 

PMBpi  aMap  ‘  Cheimsfont  County  High  Stfobtfor  GWs- 

Chehisfort 

Bewjanda  Genae  ,  Caster  &anmar  SchooiCaistor 
Matthew  GnBayte  St  John  Btottst  Comprehensive 

•  ‘  •  .- _ Abcrdare 

Rebecca Ba|g-  >  So-WSsm  Bortastfs  Qrammar  Sduol 

Marlow 

Luke  KaHnei  /  .  .  Krs  Edvards  School  Birmingham 

BedteHarpte  Frands Hotend School  London 

/Uuxwidei-llji  rto  Cokhester  Royal  Grammar 

.  Cofcftesltt 

SWannonHarrhan  Ysgol  Friars  Bangor 

•  Jnfan  Hartley  Shrtwsbuy  School  Shrewshuy 

Andrew  Mi  S  Ambrose  CoBegd  Aftmham 

Kris  tfird  -  Emmanuel  Coiege  Gateshead 

TbnyHodson  JGig Ettrartfs School.  Rmr&av 

Robin  Holdw  !  .  St  Pauf*£cboi*  Banks  - ^  ''  V* 

Sarafe  HoSday  Mbfiqgtan  Hgh  School  for  Oris 

..  .  •  ■  WaSngfta 

tmtatRooper  '  Butwp  ChaKow  R  C  School 

Basinptote 

71n«hyHo*tes  -  -  Khg  EAwrtfs  School  Bmrngham 
Ceri  Hater  ...  School  of  StHefenand  St  KMham 

_ ^ _ Abingdon  ' 

XandMmbodaa  .  Westminster  School  Londai 

PavMbgraw  .  gager  Ugh  School  Paisley 

Aart  Jain  King  Edward  VI  H^i  School  for  Gbfe 

BMogMan 

Atoadah-Jonea  St  Parts  Schod  Barnes 

Amahd Jordan  MahemCofege  Worcester 

Itaetem  Komar  Caster  &ammar  School  Cafetor 

XaAarine  Lambert  King  Edward  School  for  GHs 

flbnH^am 

Monrenriv  Laurie Oafoeatfe  School  Dabeathe 
ChrtunphwL  wwaraooKv^;  Edwanfs  School  Btnnlnghan 
Catherine  La^eh  .  Dean  Close  School  Cheltenham 

LudeJteo  Lo  RoiterfPorteiand  Hgh  School  Newcastle 
,  uponTyne 

CteheUmey  ...*  BohuiScbool  Uphook  . 

Kathryn  Lloyd  Crymydi 

Haifa  Uoyd  *  King  Edwtote5rtK»|.  Bemtngham 

BrmBey  Ued  Bedford  School  .  -  Bedford 

JamM  Level  .>  St  Parts  School  Bmm  S'.- 


Aterander  Marsh  Dorothy  Stringer  Hfcfr  School 

BrigWorr 

Joanna  May  King  Edward  VI  H&  School  far  Girts 

;  Bmrmghatn 

LMaey  HcFartue  Sk  WMam  Boriasefo  Grammar  School 

Mariow 

Edward  McGowti  Cheltenham  Coiege  Chetionham  - 

Craig  IfcLeBan  Stewartrm  Academy.  Ktimamadr 

MhiuMcIMi  Cumnock  Academy  Cumnock 

John  Meehan  St  Theodor*  RC  High  School ' 


Tsgol  Gyfun  Aberaeron  AbwaerorC 
Our  Lad*  Sctool  Bwrewfa.  ' 

-  .  '•  •  Furness 

BwMMwgjjgpea  Cheltenham  Coflege  Cheftenham- 
"“taBOdw^  The  Cay  of  Leicester  School  .  * 


_lefcerter;~ 


‘  ftenfey  .  Antontea  Voronova  Phrae  ScbodforGils  -  pjn*irui^Fr~ 

tsr  co™^s^teGr^  - 

1 — -  zzsz  ,,~d* 

Gregor  MMer  UnRhgow  Academy  EcMwgh  8lmaSdW 

BaW  KnMur  King Edwartfs School  Bknin&am  "  -  ^i&imiihgiuw  ’  ghtrS'&m.^j' _  Herefotti  /. 


Gregor  inter 


Alexander  Mnnloch  Readrig  School  •  featfo  ' 
VHMan  Norcott  Cheterjani  Cotege  Chefertwm 

Mcdnlas  ODonovan  Epsorn  and  Ervdl  Kgh  School 

_  -  West  Ewe* 

air  Parker  Perse  Schod  lor  Gets  ComboMe , 
Christopher  Phfa  DdbeettfaKgh  School  Dafoeetfe 


mnee  School  StAusteS  ' 

-  CeSord  School  toy  stfXni* 

manmgmmm  ^^rtHte^BtoocagSdWl 
&  Herefad.  •• 


,/i  ?t->  ...ftWrtnn 

*'<■  -•  -<:i‘  ra'.. , 


Swr  Barker  Perse  School  lor  Gets  Cambridge,,  ■■  TOP  TEN  SOtXX&mamG  or 

Christopher  Phfa  Dototffe  hfighSchort  Dabeatfe  .  . .  ****ZOF  &500  SAtH 

MwaanPhlferd.  ' .  ??•  C baSmtom 


Ceil  Huter 


XanS  bnbodau 

PavMbgraa 

AartiJaiD 


Afaedak  Jones 


Garathpodd  HMsiCofege  Telford 

Omega  Poole  Fambom^tKB  Fambprough 

Rebecca  Pndten  Sir  Wbm  BOrbse's  Granmar  School 

-  Marion 

Helen  Prentice  .  .  71*rtridg«  Wfefe  Oirte'  &ww»w  School 

.  ■  Tunbridge  ¥fets  :. 

Rebecca  RneuraneenThe  Briekfine  Schod  Vfadsor 
iBchaelPartlOB-  IQng  Edwanfs  School  Bgmir^am  . 

David  Raven  '  NotthghsaM^I  ScftOol/toargtofr  . 

Thomas  Record  LaomgCdege  Larck*  ' 

Car!  Rtehardm  Chase  School  '  Maherr^' 

Sbnoa  Robtesoo  VfestwoodHgh  School  Lee*:^ ' 

Maria  Roche  StNkJobs^C  ^.SchtwF  '  -  . 

v^UjwWi 

7Twn*sRo»  Cvlford School  y^ihyStEOnnis 

Nathan  Rndt  pemCbse.Sdio^|-'. .  Chefenham 

KefyJfcws  Srtx*e  ¥feshxtElfy^9±ndlo&  Coiege 


V  own  ctoter School  '  '  ^ 

«gh  school  v  22^ 

KMgEthnrA  School  ■  rndagtarn 

■ip*ie  School  for  <*fe  'A 

’'/Wteig  School  CambrffcB 

stpteft-sdwoi  ■  llBrte» 


7Twn*sRo» 
Nathan  Rndt 
fogy  Bites 


Ethan  Sen 


Ann  Sderdte  .  DordbyS^^llBbSetod:  • 

•  '  .-fry  Brighton  • 

EthanSen  Kngi&isnfs School  ; Bhirht^mi 

JonaifteR Sheppard  R^frgSchooi  .  -Bearing  ,v 
Marion  SUfcal  -  .  .  ftprfog  School .  Hea^g  ..’ 
AnoaSotakw  "-Oorofty Stringer Hgh School  *! 


V*MBd£ 
iVmunjms/mos 
anstep ortrtJy 
Tte£ngfaKrirw*«rtie 
.  Tn*«t  AHttai^ 

The.  Docarwrt  Compaq 
Rtak  Xanat  md 
7bel*»aiN*y 


UdSomsby  EmnwooeiMfegr  Gateshead 
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THE  car  war  between  Volks¬ 
wagen  and  General  Motors — 
an  epic  tale  of  betrayal,  espio¬ 
nage  ahd-bruised  vanity  — 
entered  a  decisive  phase  yes¬ 
terday  as  the  German  manu¬ 
facturer  reeled  from  a  federal 
judgment  that  it.  could  be 
investigated  under  US  racke¬ 
teering  laws. 

Volkswagen  shares  {dunged 
an -..the:  German  stock  ex¬ 
change 'arid  while  the- com¬ 
pany  put  a  brave  face  on  the 
US  ruling,  it  was  plainly 
rattled: 

General  Motors  claims  that 
Jose  Ignacio  Lopez;  its  former 
manager,  took  *•  crateloads 
of  secret  documents  with  him 
whev  Volkswagen  poached 
him  three  years'  ago  from 
Opel;'  GM’s  German 
subsidiary. 

“There  was  no  industrial 
espionage  on  behalf  of  Volks¬ 
wagen."  a  VW  company 
spokesman  said  yesterday. 
“Volkswagen  is  adamant  that 
thorough  investigations  by  in¬ 
dependent  investigators  have 
given  no  indication  that  VW 
had  access  la  or  made  us  of. 
Opd-GM  business  secrets.” 

US  district  judge  Nancy 
Edmunds  has  nonetheless  ac¬ 
cepted  GM^s  claim  that  the 
espionage  case  can  be  dealt 
with  in  America  under  the 
Rico  (Racketeer  Influenced 


and  Corrupt  Organisations)  • 
Act  The  radeeteering  argu¬ 
ment  Is  based  on  the  GM 
.  claim  . that'  Ferdinand  "Piechi 
Volkswagen^,  chairman,  and 
other,  senior  executives,  con¬ 
spired  to  steal  General  Motors 
secrets,  using  a  .corporate-  jet 
to  ferry  the  documents  to  VW’s 
guest  villa  in  Wolfsburg. 

The  documents,  says  GM, 
were  then- copied  into  VW 
;  computers,  and  dueddedrVW- 
pointed  out  that  the judge  had 
not  ruled  for  of  against  CM’S 
allegations,  but-  had  merely 
decided  that  the  case  qualified 
.  as  a  Rico  investigation. 

The  practical  implication  is 
that  if  . VW  is  found- gupty,  it 
could  be  saddled  with  a 


Piecfa:  accused  of 
conspiracy  to  steal 


Kohl  steady  under 
fire  over  euro  rules 


From  Charles  Bremner  in  Brussels  ' 


GERMANY  yesterday  de¬ 
fended  its  demands  for  sanc¬ 
tions  against  countries  which 
stray  from  budgetary  virtue  in 
a  future  single  currency  as 
Bonn  faced  mounting  pres¬ 
sure  from  France  and  other 
European  partners. 

Helmut  Kohl,  the  German 
Chancellor,  insisted  that  the 
so-called  stability  pad  was 
vital  to  ensure  that  tire  euro 
remained  a  “hard  currency"!. 
“That  is  not  arrogance,  but 


i  eAce  ui -Gertriany  ”•  n 
'  paxtiament 

But  he  came  under  attack 
from  Oskar  Lafontaine,  leader 
of  die  Social  Dandcraf  opposi¬ 
tion,:  over  the  pact,  which  is 
being  drafted  for  the  Dublin 
EU  5unamit:"  ndci-  month. 
“With  1  BmflJjoa  out  of  work-  in 
Europe  we  don't  need  a  stabil¬ 
ity  pact,  but  a  pj»ct  for  jobs  and 
growth,*  he- said. 

EU  monetary  officials  foiled 
this  week  to  reach  a  compro¬ 
mise  that  would  satisfy  Bonn's 
hardline  conditions  fra1  defin¬ 
ing  the-  rircumstances  in 
which  countries  would  be 


exempt  from  .paying  heavy' 
fines  for  running  high  deficits. 
Finance  ministers  are  to  try 
again  for  agreement  an  Mon¬ 
day.  but  Ruairi  Quinn,  the 
Irish  Finance  Minister,  said 
last  night  that  h  was  far  from 
certain  that  the  pact  would 
even  be-  settled  in  Dublin. 
Only  The  Netherlands-  sup¬ 
ports  Germany’s  harder  con¬ 
ditions.  although  all  EU  states 
agree  la  the  principle  of  im¬ 
posing  tines  on  delinquent 
EMU  members  in  certain 
conditions. 

Unhappiness  over  the  pact 
in  France  prompted  Alain 
Jupp£,  the  Prime  Minister, 
yesterday  to  voice  criticism  of 
the  German  approach.  EU 
leaders  should  be  left  with 
responsibility  for  deciding 
each  year  haw  to  apply  the 
rules  on  stability,  he  said. 

Jacques  Delors,  the  former 
president  of  the  EU  Commis¬ 
sion,  who  led  the  Commission 
in  the  Maastricht  negotia¬ 
tions.  accused  Germany  of 
putting  a  higher  priority  on 
deficit-cutting  than  on  growth 
and  reducing  unemployment. 
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For  details  of  incredible  savings  to  hundreds 
of  other  international  destinations  ; 

_  _ i  Wl minfo  tn 


rtii  w  Y - 

or  otner  iniemauonai  destinations  and  to 
open  an  account,  call  and  -quote  this  REF:T/ti2 


0800  769  0800 


outside  UK  +44  *7*  4»  2001 


Freephone  access  available  to  Swiftcall 
customers  on: 


FLAT  RATES 

J»U.  WOES  «£  ■*  NUtt  rt*  ***** 


Germany 
Ireland 
France 
Australia 
Japan 
Taiwan 
Hong  Kong  . 
South  Korea 
India  . 

Nigera 

Pakistan 


*6p 
1 6p 
i6p 
2  op 
3PP 
4°P 
40P 
5°P 
6op 

Top 

8op 


Swfftcall  rates  apply 
24hrs  a  day 
7  days  a  week. 


Operator  are  suncSns  by 

i^hrea  dav7<lay^  a  week 

ready-W  take  your  c-* 

jWsliiiejwwRoia 

■ddy. 
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LOW  COST  INTERNATIONAL  CALLS 


payout  amounting  to  billions 
of  dollars.  It  has.  nor  been  a 
good  year  for  Volkswagen.  A 
historian  has  just  completed  a 
large  company-  history,  pre¬ 
senting  documents  that  show 
it  used  slave  labour  during  the 
Second  World  War.  A  concen¬ 
tration  camp  was  even  set  up 
dose  to  the  car  factory  to 
provide  workers. 

GM  and  Opel  have  wot  a 
series  of  court  victories  in 
recent  weeks  against  VW  and 
Serior  Lopez.  His  lawyer  says 
he  expects  German  prosecu¬ 
tors  to  file  criminal  charges 
against  Jus  client  soon,  which 
can  only  further  tarnish  die 
image  of  VW.  ■ 

A  Frankfort  court  last  Fri¬ 
day  approved  the  transfer  of 
German  investigation  docu¬ 
ments  to  the  US  Justice  De¬ 
partment  and  FBI. 

“The  company  seems  to 
have  been  hit  simultaneously 
by  die  plague,  fire  and  the 
tempest,"  said  an  industrial 
observer  yesterday. 

Opal’s  conditions  for  a  deal 
are  the  dismissal  of  Sefior 
Lopez,  well -publicised  apolo¬ 
gies.  and  a  great  deal  of  cash. 
More  titan  80  lawyers  are 
currently  employed  by  the  two 
manufacturers. 

Meanwhile,  the  French 
tony  drivers’  dispute  is  lead¬ 
ing  to  layoffs  at  VW. 


is  protesting  at  the  restaging  of  local  elections 


ion  in  Belgrade  yesterday.  The  St 
which  they  say  they  had  already 


The  Serbian  democratic  or 


won.  Th 


Socialists  of  blatant  election  rigging.  An  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  to  stop  the  poll 


t 


accuse  the  ruling 
as  been  rejected 


Prodi  cautioned  over  single  currency 


From  Richard  Owen 

IN  ROME 


CESARE  ROMITI.  the  head  of  Fiat  and 
one  of  Italy’s  most  powerful  industrial¬ 
ists,  yesterday  warned  Romano  Prodi. 
tiie  embattled  Prime  Minister,  not  to 
“rush  into  the  single  currency”  even 


though  the  lira  has  rejoined  the  Ex¬ 
change  Rale  Mechanism  (ERML 
“Europe  can  wait,"  Signor  Romiti  said. 
The  priority  should  be  to  reduce  unem¬ 
ployment  and  avoid  recession. 

The  lira  reentered  the  ERM  Iasi 
weekend  after  a  four-year  absence,  as 
part  of  Italy's  bid  to  join  the  European 


single  currency  in  1999.  But  after  tortuous 
negotiations  it  entered  at  a  much  less 
favourable  rate  than  Italy  had  wanted. 

Signor  Prodi.  in  addition  to  public 
protests  over  the  “budget  for  Europe" 
yesterday  faced  calls  for  his  resignation 
following  charges  that  he  was  involved  in 
“irregularities"  in  1993. 


Spanish 
fish  row 
‘will 

end  soon’ 


BVTUNKL  VjJIADaRAMN 


BRITAIN  and  Spain  “expect 
to  reach  an  agreement  very- 
soon'’  on  the  vexed  question  of 
fish  quoi a -hoppers,  John  Ma¬ 
jor  said  yesterday. 

Speaking  at  Downing  Street 
on  the  occasion  of  the  visit  to 
London  of  Jose  Maria  Aznar. 
the  Spanish  Prime  Minister. 
Mr  Major  emphasised  why  a 
solution  to  the  problem,  which 
has  led  in  a  depletion  of 
Britain's  fish  stocks  by  British- 
flagged  Spanish  fishermen. 
was  needed  urgently. 

He  said:  “The  impact  on  our 
fishing  villages  has  been 
great.  For  every  fisherman  at 
sea.  there  are  large  numbers 
of  people  on  land  whose 
livelihoods  depend  on  the 
catch.  “ 

Responding  to  Senor 
Aznar 's  criticism  of  the  Castro 
regime  in  Cuba,  which  on 
Tuesday  said  it  would  refuse 
to  accept  the  newly  appointed 
Spanish  Ambassador  to  Ha¬ 
vana.  Mr  Major  offered  the 
Spanish  Government  Brit¬ 
ain's  unqualified  support.  He 
said:  "Cuba's  treamient  of  the 
Spanish  Ambassador  is  sim¬ 
ply  not  tolerable." 

Both  Prime  Ministers  were 
cautious  about  Gibraltar,  the 
one  bilateral  issue  on  which 
linle  progress  was  made  yes¬ 
terday.  Officials  from  the  two 
countries  are  to  meet  “in  the 
next  few  days"  to  discuss  ways 
of  restarting  the  so-called 
Brussels  process  of  talks. 
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Yeltsin  oligarchy 
‘bad  as  old  regime’ 
says  Solzhenitsyn 


From  Richard  Beeston  in  Moscow 


THE  former  Soviet  dissident 
writer.  Alexander  Solzheni¬ 
tsyn.  has  launched  a  fierce 
attack  on  the  Kremlin,  accus¬ 
ing  President  Yeltsin's  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  hijacking  demo¬ 
cratic  reforms  and  behaving 
no  better  than  the  Communist 
regime  it  replaced. 

In  language  reminiscent  of 
the  Nobel  Prize-winning  au¬ 
thor's  savage  attacks  on  the 
Soviet  leadership.  Mr  Solzhe¬ 
nitsyn  said  that  his  country 
was  run  by  an  oligarchy  who 
controlled  the  Government, 
the  media  and  die  economy. 

“Former  members  of  the 
communist  elite,  along  with 
Russia's  new  rich,  who 
amassed  instant  fortunes 
through  banditry,  have 
formed  an  exclusive . . .  oligar¬ 
chy  of  ISO  to  200  people  that 
run  the  country,"  he  wrote  in 
an  article  in  Le  Monde  entitled 
“Russia  dose  to  its  deathbed". 

“In  the  past  ten  years  of 
reforms  ...  die  ruling  circles 
have  not  displayed  higher 
moral  standards  than  those  in 
the  communist  era,"  he  said. 
“The  Government  enjoys  the 
same  impunity  as  the  former 
communist  power  and  cannot 
be  called  a  democracy." 

Since  his  return  from  exile 
two  and  a  half  years  ago, 
Russians  have  grown  accus¬ 
tomed  to  Mr  Solzhenitsyn's 
periodic  attacks  on  contempo¬ 
rary  life  in  Russia,  particular¬ 
ly  the  influence  of  Western 
culture,  the  corruption  of  gov¬ 
ernment  and  the  failure  of 
economic  reforms.  Although 


he  remains  respected  for  his 
stand  against  the  communists 
and  his  literary  works,  includ¬ 
ing  A  Day  in  the  Life  of  Ivan 
Denisovich  and  Cancer  Ward, 
until  now  his  observations 
have  been  largely  ignored. 

His  essay,  published  this 
week,  is  by  far  the  most 
damning  commentary  to  date. 
It  comes  at  a  particularly 
vulnerable  time  for  the  Krem¬ 
lin.  which  is  plagued  by 
scandals  of  corruption  and 
nepotism. 

Much  of  the  author's  criti¬ 
cism  is  directed  at  the  system 
of  government  in  Russia, 
where  he  argues  the  wishes  of 
the  people  are  rarely  reflected 
at  local,  provincial  or  federal 
level.  In  Moscow,  he  says  that 
the  Duma,  die  parliament,  the 
Constitutional  Court  and  even 
the  government  ministries 
have  been  drained  of  effective 
power  by  the  presidency. 


Solzhenitsyn:  demands 
higher  moral  standards 


which  runs  the  affairs  of  stale 
through  un elected  councils  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  President 

One  of  his  greatest  com¬ 
plaints  is  the  state  of  the 
media,  which  supposedly  was 
unshackled  during  the  Gorb¬ 
achev  era  of  glasnost,  but 
which  he  contends  is  firmly 
regulated  and  censored  by 
those  in  authority. 

For  example,  he  rites  the 
pro-Yeltsin  coverage  of  the 
presidential  elections.  He 
complained  that  on  one  occa¬ 
sion  he  gave  an  interview  to 
NTV,  foe  so-called  indepen¬ 
dent  television  network,  which 
edited  out  his  criticism  of  the 
Kremlin  and  his  advice  to 
voters  not  to  support  either 
candidate  in  the  vote. 

Mr  Solzhenitsyn  -  savages 
the  Kremlin^  handling  of 
economic  reforms,  in  particu¬ 
lar  the  privatisation  pro¬ 
gramme.  and  the  bloody  war 
in  Chechnya,  which  he  views 
as  a  parable  for  everything 
that  is  wrong  in  Russia  today. 

However,  he  is  not  uniform¬ 
ly  critical  and  reserves  praise 
in  his  article  for  General 
Aleksandr  Lebed,  the  former 
national  security  adviser,  who 
helped  negotiate  a  peace  deal 
in  Chechnya  but  was  sacked 
for  insubordination  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Yeltsin. 

Mr  Solzhenitsyn  did  not 
offer  any  concrete  alternative 
course,  but  issued  a  warning 
that  as  long  as  Russia  ignored 
its  people  and  continued  on  its 
current  path  it  would  remain 
on  its  deathbed. 


Arafat  meets  settlers  in  secret 


From  Christopher  Walker 
IN  JERUSALEM 

Y  AS  SIR  ARAFAT,  the  Pales¬ 
tine  Authority  leader,  has 
infuriated  hardliners  on  both 
sides  of  the  Israeli-Palestinian 
divide  by  holding  talks  with  12 
Jewish  settlers.  The  meeting  in 
the  West  Bank  town  of  Bethle¬ 
hem  on  Tuesday  night  also 
included  an  Israeli  whose  son 
was  murdered  by  Islamic 
terrorists  in  1994. 

The  90-rainute  meeting,  to- 
discuss  joint  ventures  in  tour¬ 


ism,  education  and  industry, 
was  to  have  been  secret  but 
details  were  leaked.  Few  of 
those  who  attended  were  will¬ 
ing  to  reveal  their  identities  for 
fear  of  retaliation. 

Some  of  the  Israeli  and 
Palestinian  participants 
described  the  encounter,  held 
on  the  neutral  territory  of 
Bethlehem's  Greek  Orthodox 
Church  compound,  as  surpris¬ 
ingly  free  of  rancour.  On  the 
Jewish  side,  the  participants 
included  residents  of  two  of 
the  most  militant  settlements. 


"There  was  no  antagonism , 
but  it  was  not  a  love  feast," 
David  Bedein.  of  Efrat  settle¬ 
ment.  said.  He  said  the 
settlers  had  requested  the 
meeting.  One  settler  from 
Kiiyat  Arba,  too  afraid  to  be 
identified,  said  he  saw  “co¬ 
operation'’  as  vital. 

A  Palestinian  official  said 
the  settlers  expressed  readi¬ 
ness  to  accept  Palestinian  self- 
rule  and  sought  peaceful  co¬ 
existence.  But  he  said  there 
were  Palestinians  who  were 
also  unhappy  at  die  meeting. 
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‘He  has  deep  roots  in  the  RussiansoUl'i^|i^ngentfaitir~  kjjjjl  i 


on  the  Russian  royal  family, 
have  been  discovered  by  a 
leading  Russian  historian. 

Edvard  Radzinsky.  whose 
biography  of  Stalin  was  pub¬ 
lished  to  widespread  acclaim 
in  the  West  this  year,  has 
obtained  unpublished  corres¬ 
pondence  between  Rasputin 
and  Alexandra,  who  believed 
the  holy  man's  healing  pow¬ 
ers  could  cure  her  son's 
haemophilia.  The  letters 
were  smuggled  out  of  Russia 
after  the  Revolution  and  have 
been  kept  hidden  in  a  private 
archive. 

Mr  Radzinsky  has  also 
had  access  to  a  report  drawn 
up  by  the  Provisional  Gov¬ 
ernment  in  1917  after  the 


published  by  the  Bolsheviks 
in  the  1920s  but  the  bulk  of 
the  depositions  disappeared 
immediately  after  1917.  Only 
the  final  decree,  issued  by  an 
investigator  with  the  unusual 
name  of  O.P.  Simpson,  re¬ 
mained  in  the  Russian  gov¬ 
ernment  archive.  The  other 
documents,  along  with  many 
key  archives  on  the  final 
years  of  the  Romanovs,  were 
taken  out  of  Russia  by  mon¬ 
archists  and  tsarist  officials 
after  the  storming  of  the 
Winter  Palace. 

The  authenticity  of  these 
documents  waseasy  to  estab¬ 
lish:  each  was  written  on  a 
form,  and  each 


in  the  next  two  years,  would 
not  detail  the  correspondence 
with  Tsarina  Alexandra.  But 
he  said  tbe  letters  reveal 
Rasptrtin  as  a  mote  complex 
character  than  biographers 
have  portrayed.  “He  has 
deep  roots  in  tbe  Russian 
soul  and  in  ancient  religion. 
He  was  not  just  a  holy  mail 
or  a  Siberian  peasant:  he 
represents  a  more  mysterious- 
sect  an  aspect  of  pagan 
Asian  Russia  still  present  in 
ourlives." 

•  Mr  Radzinsky  would  not 
speculate  on  Rasputin’s  polit¬ 
ical  power  or  role  “I  will  not 
form  an  opinion  in  advance. 
It  of 


American  historians  bf  lcus- 
sia.  I  want  to  let  Raf&qtin  co¬ 
operate  in  sbapiugMfciinage. 
just  as  I  let  Stalin  dd.* ;  ' 

Bitigraphie^untaaE^bad 
firifod  to  grasp  the  essence  of 
a  man  who  was  -  simply 
intangible.  They  had  -stoo 
faffed  to  track  down  Raspu¬ 
tin's  liaisons.  Mr  Radzinsky 
said  he  had  identified  all  the 
women  in.  the  famous  picture 
of  the  monk  surrounded  by 
his  devotees.  •  ■ 

He  said  Anna  Vrybova,  the 
best  known  and  tbe  confi- 
dante-of  Alexandra  was  a 
clever  woman  and  hot  the 
primitive;  ignorant  person 
“ascommonplaoeasabubble 


in  biscuit  dough"  as  she  was 
later  portrayed.  Mr 
Radzinsky  maintains  that  the 
usual  description  of  Raspu¬ 
tin’S  murder  by  Prince 
Yusnpov  and  Vladimir 
Parishkevkh,  a  monarchist 
deputy,  relies  solely  on  their 
own  memoirs.  He  maintains 
that  these  accounts,  which 
sbow  bxm  as  a  man  who  was 
poisoned,  shot  and  finally 
thrown  in  the  river  before  he  it  “l  I 

djed.4geoow  open  to  doubt.  AlI  -  I 

.Mr Radzinsky  has  just 
completed  a  primetime  tele-  .1  0  n  #  I  » 
vi»oA  Series  on  Stalin  m  j  ’ 

Russia;  a  new  series  begins  in 
January.  He  said  Stalin,  like 
Rasputin,-  was-a  creature  of 
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on  Kabul 


A  STORM  is  brewing  at  tfie  - 
fort'ot^snaw-ooverw  ' 
duKush.  Yet  mace  cfnllmg  fbr 
tiie  fortunes  of  the  Taleban 

asood,  tile  • 

“lion  of  Panjsher?.  On  Gener¬ 
al  Masbod'S  shofilders  rests. ; 
the  fate  <rf  the  Afghan  capital 
as  he  finaMseshfajianstb. 
retake  Kabul: '  .  L 
.  Striding,  fata  hfa  headquar¬ 
ters  in  Jabal  osi-Siny  with 
dutradenstic  panache,  -Gen¬ 
eral  Massod  takes  his  seat  in 
-mnnUable  styled  tegs  crossed,  , 
his  right  fadex  finger  resting . 
oir ■■■&'••• cheek, and-;. brow  ; 
fifrrowed. 

Hishotiked npse.- sweeping  : 
blade  hair  and  the  pakul  hat 
perched  jauntily  on  the  back  of 
hislfogd  Suggest  sofaefliingof 
a  cross,  between  Bob  Marley  . 

.  and  Bob  Dylan.  Although  tie:  . 
is'  prepared .  for  peace  -  he 
appears  to  .be  -much  more ' 
ready  for  war,  ,  '  *  ; 

“If  the  other  ride  is  ready  for"  - 
negotiation  then.-so  are  we,"  be 
begat*  knowing  that  all  at¬ 
tempts  so  far  at  mediation 
wife  the  Taleban  have  broken 
down.  “But  if  not,  then  we 
shall  fight  on  to  reach  a  belt  of 
land  around  Kabul  As  we 
don't. want  to  take  the  battle 
into  the  city  when  we  reach 
this  line  the  residents  inside 
shall  solve  theother  problems 
for  themselves,"  he  added, 
hinting  at  "  an'  -  insurrection 
from  inside  the  rity. 

“The  targets  of  our  fences 
are  dean  we  shall  then  enter 


At  the  foothills  of  the  Hindu  Kush, 

•.  General  Masood  poses  a  chilling  threat  to 
1  thefortunes  of  the  Taleban  Warriors, 
Anthony  Loyd  writes  from  Jabal  os-Siraj 


Kabul,  set  up  a  .government 
wrth  a  broad  bass,  a  commis¬ 
sion  to  stabilise  security  with¬ 
in  the  dty,  and  form  the  basis 
for  ar  referendum.'  Our  allies 
hav&  agreed  to  eveiydbing: 
The;  Taleban.  shall  have.no' 
dream  of  tittarsfaifiHed  fa  the 
near  future-” 

-  Day  by  day  events  fa  the 
smalt  muddy  town  seem;  to 
lend  credence  to  his  words. 
While  the  bazaar  is  alive  with 
rumours  "of  an  imminent  '‘gen¬ 
eral  attack?:,  loyalist  com-, 
jnanders  of  the  ousted  Gov- 


Masood:  exudes 
icy  confidence 


emment  fromthe  most  far 
flung  off  northern  provinces 
have  been  gathering  at  Jabal 
os-Siraj  for'  briefings  and  to 
recerwe  orders. 

More  troops  loyal  to  Gener¬ 
al  Masood’s  former  enemy. 
General-  Abdul  Rashid 
Dostum,  the  Uzbek  warlord, 
.  have  appeared  at  the  front  line 
'  bearfag  artillery  and  armour. 
_. General  Dosftmi  is  now  fa 
overall  command  of  the  ooati- 
\.tion  forces. 

Atone  such  meeting  of  the 
•-  allies  recently  General  Ma¬ 
sood  reiterated  his  wish  that 
•  there  should  be  no  looting  of 
:  houses  in  the  capital;  this  was 
the  type  off  *  detail  that  a 
commander  usually  relays  at 
the  end  of  the  war  rather  than 
at  the  beginning  of  the  action. 

However,  there  are  many 
imponderables  in  Afghani¬ 
stan’s  riv3  war.  Simple  aqua¬ 
tions  of  troop  numbers  and 
disposition  mean  little,  as 
these  aspects  are  undermined 
by  more  abstract  concepts 
such  as  which  commanders 
will  desert  to  the  other  side  at 
any  giveat  moment  for  more 
monw  or  security.  There  is 
also  the  complex  issue  of  dan 
rivalries  betom  forces  of  Gen¬ 


eral  Masood  and  Genera] 
Dostum  in  the  newly  cobbled 
military  coalition. 

Although  General  Dostum 
may  be  in  overall  command, 
he  would  probably  be  content 
to  negotiate  with  the  Taleban 
■if  it  were  not  for  General 
Masood’s  vanguard  of  war¬ 
riors.  How  the  alliance  bears 
up  against  the  evenlymatched 
Taleban  remains  to  be  seen. 
Kabul  could  be  retaken  by 
Christmas,  or  held  by  the 
Taleban  for  a  decade. 

There  is  one  grim  certainty 
though.  Eight  months  ago  1 
asked  General  Masood  what 
his  greatest  concern  was;  he 
had  answered  “that  foreign 
intervention  in  Afghanistan 
will  tee  the  capital”. 

That  fear  was  realised  with 
Pakistan’s  continuing  support 
for  the  Taleban  advance. 
When  l  asked  him  the  ques¬ 
tion  again,  he  said:  “1  hope 
only  that  the  fighting  will  not 
return  to  being  a  conflict 
within  the  dty.” 

With  no  end  in  sight  to  the 
17-year  conflict  in  Afghani¬ 
stan,  the  intractability  of  the 
Taleban,  and  the  coalition 
force  assembled  to  the  north,  it 
seems  only  a  matter  of  time 
before  the  dtys  streets  echo 
once  more  to  the  sound  of 
gunfire. 

Delhi:  India  yesterday  reiter¬ 
ated  its  support  for 
Burhanuddin  Rabbani,  the 
ousted  Afghan  President  and 
called  for  the  demilitarisation 
of  Kabul.  (Reuter) 


DYLAN  MARTINSZfREUTCB 


A  Taleban  artillery  unit  kneels  in  prayer  at  dusk  near  the  front  line  north  of 
Kabul.  All  attempts  so  far  at  mediation  with  the  Islamic  warriors  have  failed 


Hijackers  wanted  to 
hit  hotel  and  village 

From  Inigo  Gilmore  in  moroni 


Newlyweds  sell  crash  video 


MORE  details  are  starting  to 
emerge  about  the  hijackers 
who  caused  the  Ethiopian 
Airways-  -tragedy  this  wedt 
and  their  determination  that 
everyone  on  board  should  die. 

TT^  cp-pTIot-of  the  Boeing 
767  has  disdosed  that  the  pilot 
was  ordered  to  crash  into,  a 
village  near  Le  Galawa  Hotel 
on  .fhe'island,  and  then  into 
the  hotel.  But  despite  being  hit 
an  the.  head  with  an  axe,  he 
to  manoeuvre  the 
away  from- the  hold, 
and  crash-tended  500  yards 
from  ftp  beach.  c. 

Details,'  faubEged®  fhnfag 
amversations^bettreejit  the  co¬ 
pilot  and  Rank  Sander,  the 
front  desk  manager  oflfie 
hotel,  who  was  involved  fa 
rescuing  several'  survivors. 


-“The  true  story  ,  is  only  now 
earning  out.  arid  it  is  not  clear 

*  why  the  inert-  wert  so  deter¬ 

mined  todie/*  said  Mr  Sander 
yesterday.  ‘The  pilot  cannot 
bepraised  enough.  He  was 
facreftfrly  brave.”  •  - 

.  y.TVwf  men  arrested  after 
'  being-’ identified  by  survivors 
-  -as  the  hijackers  are  still  being 
held  on  the  island.  They  are  to 
:  appear  in  court/ today.'  al- 
'■  trough  speculation  has  been 
.  mounting  that  the  real  hijack¬ 
ers  maybe  dead  and  the  two 
-T  may.  he  falsdy  accused  pas- 
i  seagers.-  They  insist  they  are 
fanOcent  and-have  demanded. 

•  toiftefdeased.  •-  •  _.-r. 

__Coxhoreans  have  been  ac¬ 
cused  of  failing  to  help  the 
injured  from  the  aircraft,  and 
of  looting  washed-up  luggage. 


By  Christopher  Walker 

A  COUPLE  from  South  Africa 
honeymooning  on  the  Como¬ 
ros  Islands  disclosed  yester¬ 
day  that  they  had  sold  a  video 
recording  off  the  crash  off  the 
hijacked  Ethiopian  Airlines 
Boeing  767,  in  which  125 
people  died,  for  $65,000 
(£39,000). 

In  a  radio  interview.  Doff 
Gouws  from  Pretoria  said 
his  23-year-old  bride  Marinda 
filmed  the  whole  crash  as  they 
were  relaxing  on  a  beach. 
After  a  frantic  auction  among 
world  media  organisations, 
Mr  Gouws  said  their  video 
tape  was  bought  by  World¬ 
wide  Television  News.  “Me 
and  my  wife  were  getting  a  tan 
there  and  she  was  filming  me 
and  while  she  was  busy  with 
die  video,  tile  aircraft  "l"..’ 
.came  out  of  the  palm  trees . . . 
it  was  about  a  metre  above  the 


sea."  he  said.  At  first  the 
newlyweds  thought  they  were 
watching  an  air  show. 

“Although  we  made  a  great 
deal  of  money  from  the  crash, 
we  were  really  upset  about  it 
and  felt  terrible  for  the  people 
who  were  killed,"  Mrs  Gouws 


said.  The  Boeing  767  was 
hijacked  on  Saturday  as  it  flew 
from  Addis  Ababa  to  Nairobi 
and  crashed  off  the  Comoros. 
190  miles  off  the  African  coast, 
when  it  ran  out  of  fuel.  Fifty 
people,  including  two  Britons, 
survived  the  crash. 

_ _ wra 


The  hijacked  Boeing  767  crashes  into  the  sea  in  a 
still  from  the  honeymoon  couple's  amateur  video 


Rwanda  priests  save 
handicapped  children 

From  Agence  Franc  e-Press  e  in  bukavu 


Bukava:  Priests  saved  52 
handicapped  children  from 
last  month’s  fighting  in  east¬ 
ern  Zaire,  carrying  many  on 
their  backs  through  the  moun¬ 
tains.  The  refugees,  due  to 
return  with  relief  workers  to 
Rwanda  this  weekend,  spent 
ten  days  away  from  Bukavu. 

As  shells  rained  down 
around  their  mission  and 
Tutsi  rebels  advanced  on  the 
regional  centre,  eight  priests 
—  six  Belgian  and  two 
Zaireans  —  decided  to  escort 
the  children,  aged  between  II 
and  IS,  to  a  safe  refuge  in  the 
hills,  Brother  Bernard  of  the 
Brothers  of  Charity  said. 

The  children,  mostly  physi¬ 
cally  handicapped  but  includ¬ 
ing  two  who  are  visually 
impaired,  one  blind  and  three 


mentally  handicapped,  were 
showing  increasing  signs  of 
panic  as  the  fighting  neared, 
he  said.  “We  derided  to  leave. 
There  was  savage  fighting  in 
the  region.  It  was  the  safest 
thing  to  do.  Half  the  town's 
population  had  already  left 
We  must  have  been  the  last, 

“We  were  helped  by  some  of 
our  local  novices  and  we 
formed  a  group  of  about  100 
people,”  Brother  Bernard 
said.  “We  found  ourselves 
caught  up  in  the  human  tide 
...it  took  us  four  days  to 
cover  the  ten  miles." 

One  child  —  a  blind  boy 
called  Joseph  —  was  losr 
among  the  thousand  fleeing. 
He  was  traced  to  Kisangani, 
but  there  has  been  no  sighting 
of  him  since. 


Hutus  put 
pressure 
on  exiles 
to  stay 

From  Sam  Kjley 
IN  SAKE.  EASTERN  ZAIRE 


HUTU  extremists  yesterday 
tried  desperately  to  keep  their 
grip  on  refugees  heading 
home  for  Rwanda,  insisting 
that  they  should  stay  in  east¬ 
ern  Zaire  and  hope  that  for¬ 
eign  relief  wou  Id  arrive  to  help 
them  to  remain  in  exile. 

Members  of  the 
intemhamwe  [those  who  kill 
together]  scuttled  up  and 
down  long  queues  of  fellow 
Hum  refugees  waiting  to 
mount  trucks  in  Sake  which 
would  drive  them  the  last  15 
miles  hack  to  Rwanda.  The 
refugees  had  spent  a  month 
wandering  in  the  jungle  and 
anxiously  dodging  fighting  be¬ 
tween  the  militia  and  east 
Zaire's  rebels. 

"We  want  everyone  to  stay 
where  they  are.  It  is  too 
dangerous  to  go  home."  a 
former  administratorinsisied. 
He  denied  he  was  a  member  of 
the  militia,  who  have  been 
hunted  down  by  the  Rwan¬ 
dan-backed  rebels. 

Many  other  refugees  said 
that  they  had  not  been  harmed 
by  the  guerrillas  on  their  trek 
through  the  forests  and  steep 
mountains  of  the  Musisi  re¬ 
gion  west  of  Goma.  but  said 
that  young  men  had  been 
separated  from  other  groups. 

“They  were  taken  away.  I 
assume  they  have  been  killed." 
said  Yves.  The  former  law 
student  at  Kigali  University 
escaped  the  brutal  screening 
process  being  carried  out  in 
the  interior  of  Zaire  because, 
although  he  is  only  20.  four 
weeks  of  playing  a  deadly 
game  of  hide-and-seek  in 
which  he  tried  to  escape  the 
Hutu  militia  and  simulta¬ 
neously  avoid  the  rebels,  left 
him  looking  closer  to  40. 

Yves  also  confirmed  other 
repons  that  up  to  100,000 
refugees,  mostly  the  in¬ 
terahamwe  and  their  families, 
had  set  up  a  base  at  Walekale, 
50  miles  west  of  Sake. 

With  many  refugees  finding 
their  way  back  to  Rwanda 
having  shaken  off  the 
interahamwe  and  survived 
rebel  purges  of  suspected  mili¬ 
tiamen.  eastern  Zaire  now 
looks  ripe  for  a  final  show¬ 
down  between  the  Hutu  ex¬ 
tremists  and  the  rebels. 

"The  interahamwe  come 
across  as  a  bit  stupid.  Setting 
up  a  base  in  Walekale  is  an 
invitation  to  attack  them.  I 
suspect  that  we  will  accept,” 
Laurent  Kabila,  leader  of  the 
rebel  movement,  said. 
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Republicans  ready 
to  take  on  Clinton 
in  battle  for  poor 


From  Bronwen  Maddox  in  Washington 


PRESIDENT  CLINTON  is 
girding  himself  to  try  to  soften 
ihe  blow  of  new  welfare  laws 
on  America's  poorest  people. 
The  move  will  provoke  a  battle 
with  the  Republicans,  bring¬ 
ing  three  weeks  of  post-elec¬ 
tion  harmony  to  an  abrupt 
end. 

The  President,  who  re¬ 
turned  to  Washington  yester¬ 
day  after  his  12-day  Asian 
tour,  wants  to  claw  back  a 
quarter  of  the  $55  billion  (£23 
billion)  cuts  in  government 
welfare  spending,  which  will 
otherwise  come  into  effect  on 
January  I  —  dubbed  the  Day 
of  Armageddon  by  liberal 
welfare  groups. 

The  move  is  set  to  put  Mr 
Clinton  on  a  collision  course 
with  the  Republican-con¬ 
trolled  Congress,  which  is 
staunchly  opposed  to  changes. 
Clay  Shaw,  a  Florida  Con¬ 
gressman  who  was  one  of  the 
Bill's  architects,  says:  “Any 
substantive  change  would  cer¬ 
tainly  be  rejected.  There's  no 
sense  changing  it  before  you 
give  it  a  chance  to  work." 

The  new  law,  drawn  up  last 
year  by  a  Republican-backed 
Congress,  radically  changes 
the  federal  government  safety 
net  that  has  been  in  place  for 
six  decades  since  President 
Franklin  Roosevelt's  New 
Deal.  It  sharply  cuts  benefits 
paid  by  Washington,  and 


aims  to  push  people  to  work 
by  removing  state  benefits, 
too.  State  governors,  who  have 
the  freedom  to  devise  die 
details  of  the  scheme  for  their 
region,  are  rushing  to  draw  up 
plans:  New  York  has  drafted 
one  of  the  harshest. 

Problems  are  emerging  by 
the  day.  With  the  economy 
slowing  down,  jobs  are  scarce, 
particularly  ones  suitable  for 
people  with  few  skills.  States 
may  have  to  create  "fake 
work"  on  their  own  payrolls 
and  pay  far  workers' childcare 
at  the  same  time,  pushing  up 
their  welfare  spending. 

State  governors  are  increas¬ 
ingly  worried  that  local  taxes 
will  rise,  encouraging  well-off 
people  to  move  away,  while  at¬ 
tracting  poorer  people  from 
other  states.  Their  alternative 
is  to  leave  the  poorest  people 
withour  any  safety  net. 

Mr  Clinton,  who  cam¬ 
paigned  in  1992  on  the  prom¬ 
ise  that  he  would  "end  welfare 
as  we  know  it”,  rejected  two 
earlier  versions  of  the  Bill, 
saying  they  were  too  harsh  on 
children. 

However,  in  a  move  which 
symbolised  his  conservative 
brand  of  Democratic  policy, 
he  signed  the  third  version  in 
August  before  his  election 
campaign,  in  an  attempt  to 
court  middle-class  voters  con¬ 
cerned  about  rising  taxes. 


During  the  campaign.  Mr 
Clinton  told  voters  to  back  him 
so  that  he  could  fix  ihe  new 
legislation.  He  cannot  post¬ 
pone  that  commitment,  as  he 
must  thrash  out  the  outlines  of 
next  year's  budget  within  the 
next  two  months. 

White  House  officials  are 
cautiously  optimistic  about  the 
chances  of  persuading  Con¬ 
gress  to  increase  food  stamps 
to  families  with  high  housing 
costs,  who  tend  to  have  a  large 
number  of  children.  Stamps 
are  worth  an  average  of  $177  a 
month  to  households.  But 
officials  are  more  gloomy 
about  persuading  Congress  to 
lift  the  ban  on  food  stamps  for 
legal  Immigrants. 

Most  controversial  of  all. 
Mr  Clinton  may  ask  Congress 
to  relax  the  rule  that  gives 
adults  with  no  dependants 
only  three  months  of  food 
stamps  every  three  years  un¬ 
less  they  find  work. 

He  faces  an  uphill  struggle, 
as  the  clause  has  widespread 
middle-class  support.  Trent 
Lott,  the  Senate  majority  lead¬ 
er.  claims  that  Mr  Clinton  will 
face  widespread  popular 
opposition  if  he  "starts  plead¬ 
ing  the  case  of  how  able- 
bodied  people,  under  50  with 
no  dependent  children,  should 
be  able  to  get  limitless  food 
stamps,  every  year  and 
forever". 
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President  Clinton  cuddles  new-born  babies  during  an  Alaskan  stopover  yesterday  as  he  returned  from  Asia 


Reno  joins  alliance  against  President 


From  Tom  Rhodes 
IN  WASHINGTON 

THE  Clintons  have  returned  to  Wash¬ 
ington  to  face  the  unlikely  alliance  of 
Janet  Reno,  the  lonely  US  Attorney- 
General  with  Parkinson's  disease,  and 
Republicans,  who  have  threatened 
retaliation  if  the  President  forces  her 
resignation  from  a  second-term 
Cabinet 

Ms  Reno's  undying  liberalism  com¬ 
bined  with  her  independent  role  at  the 
Justice  Department  where  she  has 
overseen  the  myriad  investigations  of 
scandals  involving  Mr  Clinton  and  his 
wife,  Hillary',  are  seen  by  White  House 
loyalists  as  a  continuing  stumbling 
block  to  the  success  of  the  re-elected 
Administration. 

Republicans  on  Capitol  Hill,  howev¬ 
er.  view  Ms  Reno  as  the  only  persort 


able  to  keep  the  White  House  in  check. 
Trent  Lott  the  Senate  majority  leader, 
has  announced  he  will  implement  a 
new  round  of  hearings  against  the 
White  House  should  Ms  Reno  be 
forced  to  resign  and  may  even  oppose 
the  appointment  of  William  Weld,  the 
moderate  Republican  Governor  of 
Massachusetts,  who  has  announced 
that  he  would  gladly  accept  the  job. 

In  effect,  three  years  after  she 
emerged  as  his  rising  Cabinet  star.  Ms 
Reno  has  become  not  merely  Mr 
Clinton's  greatest  headache  in  Cabinet 
but  also  the  woman  he  cannot  afford  to 
sack. 

On  his  Asian  tour  this  week.  Mr 
Clinton  finally  acknowledged  that  he 
would  meet  Ms  Reno  at  some  rime 
after  the  Thanksgiving  holiday,  start¬ 
ing  tomorrow,  to  discuss  her  future. 
The  A  rromey -General  has  made  it 


dear  that  she  does  not  want  to  leave  the 
Justice  Department.  "I  take  each  day 
as  it  comes."  she  said  this  week.  "I’m 
like  Scarlett  O’Hara.  And  when  I  think 
about  what  else  I’m  going  to  do.  111 
think  about  that  tomorrow.” 

Her  comparison  to  the  embattled 
ficrional  character  is  one  that  many  in 
Washington  recognise.  Despite  her 
earlier  prominence  and  dose  associ¬ 
ation  with  the  Clintons.  Ms  Reno  now 
suffers  from  encroaching  Parkinson’s 
disease  and  is  never  to  be  found  at  the 
intimate  pizza  and  popcorn  soirees 
held  in  the  White  House  screening 
room.  And  while  the  Cabinet  room  has 
bused  with  post-election  victory  fever, 
she  has  been  a  subdued  and  solitary 
figure,  engrossed  in  thought 

Ironically,  Republicans  on  Capitol 
Hill  were  the  very1  ones  who  demanded 
Ms  Reno's  resignation  in  the  past  Her 


sanctioning  of  a  government  raid  on 
the  Branch  Da  vidian  sect  in  Waco. 
Texas,  in  1993.  leaving  SO  members  of 
the  cult  dead,  had  caused  a  sharp 
partisan  call  for  her  dismissal. 

But  her  ability  since  to  remain  above 
the  fray  of  scandal  has  restored  many 
Americans'  faith  in  justice.  Described 
by  Time  magazine  as  the  "loneliest 
woman  In  Washington”  Ms  Reno 
remains  a  force  Mr  Clinton  cannot 
reckon  without. 

□  Drag  chief  quits:  David  Kessler, 
commissioner  at  the  Food  and  Drug 
Administration  and  the  most  outspo¬ 
ken  critic  of  the  tobacco  industry, 
announced  his  resignation,  despite 
White  House  attempts  to  keep  him  in 
place.  Mr  Kessler,  who  first  made 
moves  to  classify  nicotine  as  a  drug  last 
year,  sent  tobacco  stocks  soaring  with 
news  of  his  departure.  .  • 


Thanksgiving  cooks 
can  do  their  stuff 


OPTION  12 


By  Tom  Rhodes 

EVEN  as  President  Clinton 
released  the  traditional 
Thanksgiving  turkey  on  the 
White  House  lawn  yesterday 
the  Government  was  em¬ 
broiled  in  a  heated  debate  over 
the  dangers  of  stuffing  the 
millions  of  lards  to  be  cooked 
for  America’s  biggest  holiday. 

bn  August  die  US  Agricul¬ 
ture  Department  issued  die 
strongest  warning  to  Ameri¬ 
cans  against  stuffing  their 
turkeys.  The  food,  and  safety 
inspection  service  advised  that 
"improperly  cooked  stuffing 
can  cans?  serious  .illness  -or 
even  death”. 


On  the  eve  of  Thanksgiving 
today,  however,  and  under 
pressure  from  the  turkey  in¬ 
dustry,  the  US  Government 
has  watered  down  that  advice. 


“The  stuffing  should  be  moist 
rather  than  dry.”  the  latest 
recommendations  say.  "And 
the  centre  of  the  stuffing  must 
reach  I65F(74Cj.” 

No  longer  is  there  any 
mention  of  death  by  salmonel¬ 
la-  Instead,  cooks  are  told  to 
measure  the  internal  tempera¬ 
ture  of  die  stuffing  with  a 


thermometer.  If  they  are  un¬ 
willing  to  do  that,  then  die 
stuffing  should  be  cooked 
outside  the  bird. 

Erin  O’Brien,  of  the  Turkey 
Federation,  said:  “Obviously 
they  realised  that  the  public 
was  going  to  go  crazy  with 
not  being  able  to  stuff  their 
turkeys  and  came  to  some 
agreement-" 

In  Louisiana,  residents  of 
the  bayou  have  found’  their 
own  solution.  Instead,  of 
stuffing  their  turkeys  with  a. 
mix  of  meat  and  ffigvJ&fiy. 
have;  created  the  turduckeyi  — f 
a  deboned  turkey  stuffed-Nvitir 
a  deboned ^Juck -Stuffed  with  a 
deboned  chicken:  • 


The  strange  fowl  is  said  to 


be  Dying  off  butcher's  shelves 
in  trie  South,  and  it  has  even 
caught  on  as  far  north  as  the 
Rockies. 


But  the  majority  of  Ameri¬ 
cans  will  stick  to  straight 
turkey  with  only  the  fortunate 
White  House  bird  escaping 
the  dinner  table  tonight 
The  60 lb  bird,  presented  to 
Mr  Clinton  for  tire  traditional 
presidential  pardon,  was 
then  sent  to  a  petting  zoo 
outside  Washington. 


Mandela 

upgrades 

China  ties 

■RsWv-S 

■tibn  of  Taiwan  in 
China,  President  Mandela 

said  yesterday- 

heid  rule.  South  Afna  had 
been  a  dose  ally  of  Taiwan 
while  they  were  both  shunned 
by  international  diplomacy. 

Three  months  ago.  Mr 
Mandela  said  it  would  be 
-immoral”  for  him  to  drop 
Taipei.  Yesterday,  however,  he 
said  Pretoria’s  guiding  diplo¬ 
matic  principle  to  the 
China  region  had  been  to  see* 
cordial  relations  with  born 
Chinas.  Taiwan  has  issued  a 
protest.  (Reuter/ AFP) 

Duchess  of  chat 

New  York:  The  Duchess  of 
York,  who  has  appeared  on 
many  American  chat  shows  m 
the  past  two  weeks,  has  had  "a 
number  of  offers”  from  tele¬ 
vision  producers  to  front 
shows,  her  aides  said. 

‘Abuse’ by  police 

Jerusalem:  Israeli  border 
police  routinely  mistreat  Pal¬ 
estinians.  and  officers  convict¬ 
ed  of  abuse  should  be  pun¬ 
ished  more  harshly,  Michael 
Ben-Yair.  the  Attorney-Gener¬ 
al,  said  in  a  letter.  (AP) 

Gandhi  ruling 

New  Delhi:  Ashes  of  India's 
leader  Mahatma  Gandhi,  left 
unclaimed  for  46  years  in  a 
bank  vault,  must  be  immersed 
according  to  Hindu  custom  in 
the  Ganges  river,  the  Supreme 
Court  said.  (API 

Bhutto  setback 

Islamabad:  A  Pakistani  court 
withdrew  a  detention  order  on 
Asif  Ali  Zardari,  the  husband 
of  Benazir  Bhutto,  the  ousted 
Prime  Minister,  but  another 
was  issued,  keeping  him 
under  arrest  (Reuter) 

Paternity  suits 

Nuremberg:  Parishioners  of 
St  Mary's  Catholic  Church 
here  want  their  priest  of  the 
last  li  years  to  stay,  although 
he  is  to  become  a  father.  But 
the  diocese  is  insisting  cm  the 
rules  of  celibacy.  {AFP] 

Opposition  freed 

Jakarta.-!" Judges  .  freed  124 
supporters  of  Megawati  Suk¬ 
arnoputri,  Indonesia's  opposi¬ 
tion  figure,  who  were  arrested 
four  months  ago  after  riots.  Of 
those  freed,  only  nine  were 
acquitted.  (Reuter) 

Farewell  to  arms 

Lisbon:  Portugal's  police  de¬ 
tectives  want  more  “danger 
money”  and  are  threatening  to 
hand  in  their  guns  and  to 
strike  for  two  days  next  month 
if  the  demand  is  not  met,  their 
union  president  said.  (Reuter) 
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TWO  peeved-  .custwxMacs 
stamped-, Bin.  of  Judge  Tony 
Cothren’s  courthouse  in  Besse-.  - 
mer,  Alabama;  feeling  they 
had  wasted  tfusr  time.  The 
couple  bad  claimed  they  were 
underprivileged.  *Tbe  fella 
came'  in  hobbting  like  azi  'old 
man  and  his  woman  was 
wearing  die  oldest;  dirtiest  , 
clothes  she  owned,”  recalled 
the  judge  laughing,  “Didn’t  do 
them  no  good,  of  course;”’ 

Judge  Cottutoi  is  blind  — 
the  first,  sightless  judge  in 
Alabama,  a  state  where  until 
the  1960s  many '  blades  strug¬ 
gled  to  get  justice  because' 
people  were  judged-  on  whai 
they  could  see,  particularly 
skin  colour.  Wfh  Judge 
Cothren,  justice  is  truly  blind. 

The  judge  is  also  notable  for 
being  aRepubfican,  which  in 
a  traditionally  Democrat  state 
has  ensured  him  a  bumpy  first 
few  months  on  the  bench. 

In  Jefferson  County  Grant 
Court  this  week  in  this  forlorn, 
town  20  mfles  south  ;  of  . 


SirJohn  Finding  —  fee' 
original  blind  judge 

Birmingham,  Judge  Cothren’ 
heard  a  'stream  of  domestic 
disputes.:  He  dispensed  justice 
with  a  God-fearing  rigour, 
fixing  his  glaucoma-ridden 
eyes  oh those  who  stood  before 
him  amid  the  wreckage .  of 
their'  lives.  To.  see  him  in' 
action  was  a  strangely  power¬ 
ful  .experience.  ■ 

The  original  “BlindJudge", 


!  the  sightle^  18th-century  Bow 
Street  magistrate  .Sir  John 
Fielding,' was  reputed  to  know 
semes  - of  London  -  footpads 
simply  from  their  voices. 
Judge  Cothren.  47; shares  that 
■  gift  far  vocal  recognition,  but 
me  voices  he  hears  are  the 
drawls  of  troubled  Alabam¬ 
ans,  Bessemer’S  crime  rate  is 
rare  of  America^  Worst. 

-Judge  Cottaai;'  too.  speaks 
with  a  slow.  Southern  delivery 
that  lends  sympathy  to  his 
judgments.  But  the  theme  of 
his  verdicts  is  a  steely  self- 
discipline  and.  a  demand  for 
indhodual  responsibility.  A 
.  diverting, coupfe.  accompan¬ 
ied  by  the  woman’s  mother, 
were  rebuked  for  failing  to 
put  their  small  children  first. 
“I  want  those  little  girls  in 
diurch  every  Sunday,"  or¬ 
dered  the  judge.  “Yes,  your 
honour."  the  trio  mumbled, 
transfixed  by  his  big  frame 
and  lopsided  stare. 

An  out-of-work  house  paint¬ 
er.  involved  in  a  family  dis- 


Tony  Cothren,  the  circuit  court  judge  who  metes  out  blind  justice  in  Jefferson  County,  Alabama.  He  says  a 
"sixth  sense”  helps  him  to  determine  the  truthfulness  of  witnesses  as  they  testify  before  him 


Simpson  juror  kicked  out 
into  Hollywood  limelight 


By  Quentin  Lens 
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Tr-steifirf 


f AN.  ASPIRING  actress  and 
sometime  television  series  “bi¬ 
kini  girl”  was  booted  off  the 
)  grig!  OJ.  Simpson  case  jury  after  . 

fefling'to  oonvincefee  jud^ 
dial  she  was  taking  her  duties 
•r.-^Z  seriously.  ,  .  . 

Ann-Marie  Jamison,  who 
:  prbmptfyWt  tire  courthouse  to. 

vr?  tousle  her  hair  in  .front  of  . 
-rSi  massed  television,  cameras, 

•  “  denied  that  she  was  treating  ' 

the  case  as  a  career-boosting 
«.  lark.  “I  tried  to  be  a  feir  and 
.  impartial  juror,”  "She  said, 

■ ....  after  a  change  of  outfit  and  a 
-~r-  check  to  make  sure  that  her 
...  profile  was  jusfright  -  ■  • 

"...  W  Hiroshi  Fupsato,  the  Supe--  • 
rior  Court  Judge  who  is  super-  . 
'  ■ vising  tile  wrongful  death  suit 
.  r  -  -  court  case  against  Mr.  Simp¬ 
son.  lost  his  patience  With  the  : 
.  ,  blonde,  honey-tanned  MisS 
Jamison  after  site'  passed- a 
&  comptimentary  raosaikria  •*-' 
s J  W  court  technician  about  hisrtie.- 

■  e-C*  ■  -  ,.V  ■' 


"A  jury  is  not  a  social  dub." 
said  Judge  Fujisaki,'  a  brisk, 
ascetic  man  who,  is  making  a 
very  different  fist  of  tins  case 
from  the  lenient  Judge  ho, 
who  ran  the  Simpson  murder 
trial.  J  - 

It  was  not  the  first  impropri¬ 
ety  from  Miss  Jamison,  a 
sometime  jewellery  sales  as- 


-- Jasaisoin:  told  jucyis , 
not  a  social  dub 


sistant  who  is  said  to  be  25, 
lodes  older,  but  acts  younger. 
During  prosecution  evidence 
she  giggled  when  a  lawyer 
referred,  to  some  Bruno  Magh 
footwear  as  “ugly-ass  shoes". 

-  In  the  early  stages  of  the 

-  case  she  was  caught  passing 
.  sweets  to  fellow  jurors,  and  on 
another  day  die  arrived  wear¬ 
ing  a  T-shirt  with  the  slogan 
“irs  Hallowe’en!  Care  to  go 
bump  in  the  night?” 

Judge  Fujisaki,  announcing 
1  his  decision  to  forego  any 
future  contribution  from  the 
skittish  juror,  said:  “It  is 
entirely  likely  that  the  public 
in  general  would  lose  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  judicial  process.” 

-For  Miss  Jamison,  banish¬ 
ment  from  tiie  courthouse  was 
a  silver-lined  doud.  In  Holly¬ 
wood,  you  grab  opportunity 
wherever  it  passes.  She  has 
became  an  instant  “name” 
across  America  and  is  assured 
a  place  in  the  index  of  future 
OJ  literature.  . 


pute,  tried  to  argue  with  the 
court  Judge  Cothren  returned 
his  barrage  with  interest 
"What  I’m  sayin’  to  you  is 
this,"  he  thundered.  And  the 
man  quelled. 

Over  a  lunchtime  sandwich, 
he  accepted  sight  can  influ¬ 
ence  a  judge  —  the  witness 
who  sweats  and  fingers  his 
collar,  for  instance,  or  the 


Florida  sets 
free  500 
criminals 

New  York:  Almost  500  of 
Florida's  nastiest  criminals 
have  been  released  this  week 
after  a  court  ruled  thai  their 
sentences  should  be  reduced 
for  good  behaviour  (Our  Corr¬ 
espondent  writes). 

The  mass  release  of  assorted 
killers,  rapists  and  street 
toughs  caused  an  outcry. 
Some  Floridians  feared  dial 
the  “sunshine  state"  —  a 
popular  holiday  destination 
for  tourists  —  will  suddenly 
become  a  more  dangerous 
place. 

Opponents  of  the  release 
tried  but  failed  to  have  it 
delayed  before  the  matter  was 
considered  by  the  US  Su¬ 
preme  Court  Instead,  a  state 
court  ruled  that  the  prisoners 
must  be  released  under  the 
provisions  of  a  former  good- 
behaviour  rule. 

Charlie  Weils,  a  local  sher¬ 
iff,  said  70  per  cent  of  the 
convicts  would  offend  again. 
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firm-jawed  dignity  of  a  simple 
man  wrongly  accused.  “Some¬ 
times,  to  see  the  sorrow  can  be 
a  wrong  influence."  he  said. 
“Colleagues  tell  me  there  is 
nothing  harder  than  looking 
into  the  tears  of  a  woman  and 
telling  her  that  her  home  must 
be  sold." 

Blind  eyes  still  shed  tears, 
and  the  judge,  sightless  for  40 


years,  has  been  wounded  by 
his  opponents.  “But  !  don’t 
intend  to  let  them  bear  me, "he 
said.  His  example  to  other 
blind  people  has  been  much 
hailed.  “There  are  only  two 
things  I  would  not  want  a 
blind  person  to  do.  and  that's 
work  on  my  brain  or  fly  my 
airplane.  Doggone  it,  we’re 
just  normal  folks." 


Normal,  but  sometimes 
extraordinary.  Recently,  a 
woman  raised  her  right  hand 
to  take  the  oath,  and  left  it 
swaying  in  the  air.  “Okay, 
ma'am,  you  can  lower  your 
hand  now,”  said  the  judge. 

For  the  rest  of  her  testimo¬ 
ny.  the  witness  kept  shooting 
glances  at  the  judge,  wonder¬ 
ing  what  else  he  could  see. 


Baseball 
clubs  end 
four-year 
squabble 

From  Tom  Rhodes 

f\ WASHINGTON 


OWNERS  of  major  league 
baseball  dubs  reluctantly  ac¬ 
cepted  a  collective  bargaining 
agreement  yesterday  which 
finally  ended  four  years  of 
internecine  conflict  in  the 
sport. 

In  a  drastic  reversal  of  their 
rejection  only  three  weeks 
earlier,  the  owners  paved  the 
way  for  inter-league  play, 
unprecedented  revenue  shar¬ 
ing  between  rich  and  poor 
dubs,  and  a  search  for  a 
baseball  commissioner. 

The  four-year  agreement, 
still  to  be  accepted  by  the 
players  at  a  meeting  in  Puerto 
Rico  next  week,  would  also 
impose  a  luxury  tax  on  dub 
payrolls  and  allow  baseball 
stars  to  become  unrestricted 
free  agents  in  the  event  of  any 
strike. 

Trouble  began  in  1992  when 
owners  forced  ihe  then  com¬ 
missioner  to  resign  and 
started  a  war  with  the  players’ 
union  by  advocating  a  salary 
cap.  The  result  was  a  234-day 
players'  strike  and  a  devastat¬ 
ing  knock  to  baseball's  image. 
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Dr  Thomas  Stuttaford 

on  why  an  obsession 
with  constipation  costs 
taxpayers  a  fortune; 
good  news  for  well- 
rounded  women; 
Kawasaki  disease;  how 
vitamins  can  help 
patients  with  angina 


LONDON  FEATURES 


The  natural 

way  to 
stay  healthy 

Public  analysts  in  Yorkshire  into  the  large  intestine;  NormacoL 
reported  this  week  that  which  is  made  from  mucilaginous 
some  mineral  waters  con-  gum,  has  a  strong  following,  whereas 
tained  so  much  magnesium  others  swear  by  Ispaghula  husk. 
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Public  analysts  in  Yorkshire 
reported  this  week  that 
some  mineral  waters  con¬ 
tained  so  much  magnesium 
sulphate  that  they  could  be  as 
laxative  as  a  solution  of  Epsom  salts. 

The  laxative  action  of  mineral 
water  should  cause  no  surprise,  for  in 
earlier  times  mineral  waters  owed 
their  popularity  to  their  effect  on  the 
bowels.  It  is  only  recently  that  most 
patients  and  their  doctors  have  not 
been  obsessive  in  wanting  a  daily 
bowel  action,  and  therefore  inner 
cleanliness. 

Even  now.  in  some  sections  of 
society,  colonic  irrigation  on  a  regu¬ 
lar  basis  is  considered  necessary  to 
supplement  nature.  The  NHS  drugs 
bill  also  shows  that  an  appreciable 
proportion  of  the  community  consid¬ 
er  that  they  have  such  severe  consti¬ 
pation  that  it  represents  a  clinical 
problem. 

In  a  report  in  Presenter  Magazine 
Dr  Kieran  Mori  arty  and  Dr  Nuala 
O’Donoghue  have  analysed  the  pub¬ 
lic's  demand  for  laxatives,  and  the 
present  medical  approach  to  consti¬ 
pation.  Despite  a  more  enlightened 
attitude  to  the  bowels,  the  number  of 
prescriptions  paid  for  by  the  NHS 
has  nearly  doubled  in  the  past  ten 
years,  constipation  now  costs  the 
taxpayer  more  than  £50  million  a 
year.  Many  more  bottles  of  laxative 
medicine  are  bought  over  the  counter 
without  a  prescription. 

People  who  are  worried,  but  not  so 
worried  about  their  bowel  move¬ 
ments  that  they  need  to  take  medical¬ 
ly  prescribed  pills  and  potions,  go  to 
considerable  trouble  to  keep  regular 
by  eating  bran  and  other  bulk 
forming  foods.  There  are  other 
naturally  occurring  substances  as 
well  as  bran  which  will  draw  fluid 


into  the  large  intestine;  NormacoL 
which  is  made  tram  mucilaginous 
gum.  has  a  strong  following,  whereas 
others  swear  by  Ispaghula  husk, 
Fybogel,  and  rnethyicellulose  in  the 
form  of  Celevac 

Choosing  a  higher  fibre  diet  by 
eating,  for  instance,  more  baked 
beans.  fruit,  vegetables  and 
wholemeal  bread  has  much  (he  same 
affect  on  the  guts  as  some  laxatives.  H 
has  the  advantage  that  it  is  entirely 
natural,  but  the  disadvantage  that  it 
can  cause  excessive  wind  and  abdom¬ 
inal  pain. 

It  is  common  for  patients  to  be, 
quite  rightly,  concerned  about  a 
change  in  bowel  habits,  only  for  their 
fear  to  be  allayed  once  it  has  become 
obvious  that  the  change  coincided 
with  a  sudden  enthusiasm  for  high 
fibre  foods. 

Nor  is  it  unusual  to  be  consulted 
about  constipation  when  in  fact  h  is  a 
consequence  of  nothing  more  sinister 
than  a  failure  to  drink  ample 
amounts  of  fluid. 
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Constipation  means  different 
things  to  different  people, 
bur  generally  patients  use 
the  term  to  describe  infre¬ 
quent  and  irregular  “evacuations"  In 
medical  parlance  the  diagnosis  of 
simple  constipation  excludes  this 
symptom  when  it  is  secondary  to  any 
other  problem,  whether  this  is  a  rare 
disease  such  as  porphyria,  which 
afflicted  King  George  III.  or  various 
congenital  abnormalities  of  the  gut. 

More  commonly,  irritable  bowel 
syndrome  and  diverticulosis,  are 
associated  with  constipation,  but  the 
possibility  of  a  malignancy  in  the 
colon  must  always  be  considered 
when  this  symptom  is  present.  In 
some  cases  constipation  is  secondary 
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Carves  like  Monroe’s  are  fashionable  again— and  they  can  also  be  a  sign  of  good  health  and  longlife 


to  drugs  taken  to  treat  other  condi¬ 
tions.  The  treatment  of  simple  consti¬ 
pation  is  necessary  if  the  patient  is 
suffering  pain,  or  if  they  have 
underlying  conditions  which  would 
be  damaged  by  straining  when  going 
to  the  lavatory.  Patients  who  have 
had  a  heart  attack  or  stroke  need  to 
be  spared  excessive  physical  exertion 
which  might  accompany  defecation. 
Others  who  suffer  from  chronic 
neurological  diseases,  such  as  multi¬ 


ple  sclerosis,  may  also  need  laxatives 
as  a  preventative,  as  do  some  elderly 
patients. 

In  its  various  forms  senna  has  been 
a  much  prescribed  laxative,  and  it  is 
still  favoured  by  obstetricians  as 
constipation  is  a  frequent  complica¬ 
tion  of  pregnancy.  The  senna  was 
such  a  regular  treatment  60  to  70 
years  ago  that  when  my  father  moved 
house  the  first  patient  to  see  him  after 
the  move  presented  him  with  a  senna 


Panorama 


THE  SUNDAY  TIMES 


starts  a  scare 
among  GPs 

THE  Panorama  programme 
cm  Kawasaki  disease  has 
caused  strife  among  family 
doctors.  The  Royal  College  of 
General  Practitioners  has  rec¬ 
ommended  that  any  GP 
treating  a  child  with  Kawasa¬ 
ki  disease-tike  symptoms 
should  call  in  a  consultant 
paediatrician.  Doctors  have 
written  to  Doctor  magazine, 
claiming  the  policy  would 
result  in  “thousands  and  thou¬ 
sands”  of  children  being 
admitted  to  hospital 
unnecessarily. 

Kawasaki  disease  was  first 
described  in  Japan  30  years 
ago.  Although  rare,  it  is  fatal 
in  2  per  cent  of  patients,  who 


are  usually  aged  between  two 
months  and  five.  • 

Kawasaki  disease  starts 
with  flu-like  symptoms,  usual¬ 
ly  with  a  temperature  erf  about 
ID2F.  The  patient  develops  a 
rash  like  that  of  scarlet  lever, 
which  is  most  pronounced 
over  the  trunk  and  abdomen, 
particularly  around  the  geni-  • 
tafia.  The  patient  has  a  dry 
mouth,  sore  throat,  swollen 
neck  glands,  bright  red  tongue 
and  peeling  skin.  The  child 
may  complain  of  swollen, 
painful  joints.  Less  commonly, 
die  patient  may  have  jaundice 
and  pneumonia. 

The  most  serious  aspect  of 
the  disease  is  a  polyarteritis, 
inflammation  of  die  arteries. 
Patients  can  die  of  a  heart 
attack,  or  inflammation  of  die 
heart  muscle.  Heart  attacks 
may  not  occur  until  several 
years  later.  Standard  treat¬ 
ment  is  heavy  doses  of  aspirin. 
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Dr  Tim  Specmr  and 
Dr  Kathy  Samaras, 
of  the  Twins  Re¬ 
search'  Unit  at  St. Thomas' 
Hospital,  London,  have 
■  cheered  coundess  women 
who  have  nicely  rounded 
figures  with  amply  devel¬ 
oped.  breasts;  bottoms  and 


Their,  research  has  shown 
dial  die  .traditional  feminine 
shape  of  Marilyn  Monroe 
and  Sophia  Loren  is  healthi¬ 
er — and  more  often,  associat¬ 
ed  with  longevity  —  than  the 
fashionable  stick-like  figure, 
or  even  an  athletic  huBd. 

The  fundamental  lesson 
learnt  from  the 

research  into  obe- 

shy  is  that  fat  Ne; 

stored  around  the 
waistline  leads  to  § 

an  increased  risk 
of  high  blood  f { 

pressure  diabetes 

and  heart  disease,  AKH< 

whereas  when  it 
is  carried  around  .  •  Up 
the  thighs,  hot- 
toms  and  breasts  __ 

it  is  not  associated  . 
with  these  dis- 
eases.  The  plain¬ 
tive  ay  of  the  curvaceous 
woman  that  she  can  never 
lose  the  fat  from  her  thighsis 
misplaced,  as  storing  fat  in 
this  way  may  be  lifesaving. 
Fat  stored  around  the  waist 
is  much  more  mobile  and, 
when  in  transit  in  die  blood 
stream,  has  die  opportunity 
to  damage  die  Mood  vessels. 

One  conclusion  from  the 
work-  at  St  Thomas’  is  that 
die  tendency  of  men  to  cany 
their  weight  in  the  midline— 
a  "beer  belly"  —'is  one  of  the 
reasons  why  they  have  tradi¬ 
tionally  had  a  higher  incf 
dence  of  heart  problems. 
Post-menopausal  women 
now  have  a  similar  rate  of 
heart  disease  to  men,  but 
women  in  this  age  group  are 
also  likely  to  have  an  expand¬ 
ing  waistband.  -- 

"A  committee  of  doctors 
have  recently  been  studying 


Neither 
sex  should 
feel 

obliged  to 
be  too 
svelte 


obesity  in  Scotland  and  tbar 

guidefines  haw 

gc^cdbythe^Cdl^ 

of  physicians  of  Edmjwgh 
and  reported  in  the  British 
Medical  Journal 

Tberr  ^proved 

for  weight  tassanhdpaiB 

research  at  St  T^as^. 

suggests  that 

should  be  encouraged  to  teet 

they  have  to  be  svefte. 

'  An  overweight  padenrt  - 
gist  aim  -should  be  to  stop 
putting  on  weight,  then  lose 
modest  amounts  in  short 
dieting  sessions.  After  some 
weight  has  been  lost  the  met 
should  be  temporarily  re 

_  Iaxed  so  .that  the 

-  body  can  readjust 

Uer  itself  before  diet- 

41  .  ing  is  resumed, 

mild  The  usual  medi- 

tUUiU.  aflyjce  «  to 

*1  aim  to  lose  not 

"  more  than  21b  in  a 

id  to  WThe  Scottish 

doctors  also  sug- 
QO  gest  that  treat- 

, ment  has  to  be 
110  directed  at  the 

whole  family  — 
household  eating 
patterns  may  cause  all  of  the 
members  to  be  overweight. 

One  very  controversial  rec-  ; 
ommendation  is  that  it  can 
be  medically  desirable  to  use 
appetite  suppressants  in  the 
long  term.  For  many  years  it 
has  been  thought  that  sup¬ 
pressants  should  not  be  used  . 
for  more  than  three  months 
at  a  time  for  fear  of  inducing 
addiction  and  affecting  the 
general  health.  • 

Suppressants  should  be 
avoided  In  patients  who  have 
a  history  of  epilepsy,  or  in 
those  who  are  taking  some 
forms  of  antidepressant  All 
appetite-suppressant  drugs 
affect  the  sleep  pattern.  It  is 
not  certain  whether  it  is  this 
characteristic  winch  am  • 
worsen  symptoms  of  depres¬ 
sion,  or  schizophrenia,  or 
whether  it  is  a  feature  of  the 
drug  itself. 


tree.  Some  patients  became  hooked 
on  laxatives.  Parents  are  blamed  for 
this  as  the  habit  is  thought  to  be  laid 
down  in  childhood  if  the  need  for  a 
daily  bowel  movement  during  the 
nursery  years  has  been  considered 
important 

Other  people  take  excessive  quanti¬ 
ties  of  laxatives  in  order  to  lose 
weight  their  overuse  can  give  rise  to 
all  the  problems  associated  with 
chronic  diarrhoea.  - 


Fatty  food  may  trigger  angina 


MANY  years  ago  my  dentist, 
told  me  that  the  amount  of  fat 
in  hfe  diet  affected  hi?  fotgina- 
If  the  dentist  had  taken  cream 
with  his  porridge;  followed  by 
bacon  and  eggs  and  butter  on 
his  toast  it  required  only  a 
mildly,  irritating  .  patient  to 
induce  diest  tightness  >and  a 
pain  down  his  left  arm.  Con¬ 
versely,  a  breakfast  of  equal 
calorific  value  but  low  in  fat 
allowed  him  to  see  the- most 
troublesome  of  patients  with¬ 
out  a  twinge.  We  discussed 
the  possibility  that  his  symp¬ 
toms  represented  -  a  descrip¬ 
tion  of  postprandial  angina, 
but  he  insisted  that  it  was  fat 
which  gave  him  chest  pam.  - 
A  recent  report  in  Doctor 
Magazine,  years  after  his 
death.,  provides  support  for 
the  dentist’s  observations.  Re¬ 
searchers  at  the  University  of 


Maryland  medical  centre  in 
Baltimore  gave  volunteers  a 
900-calorie  meat.  50  per  cent 
of  which  was  saturated  fat 
Their  blood  vessels’  ability 
to  dilate  after  the  meal  were 
reduced  by  70  per  cent.  When 
the  vahmteers  took  a  gram  of 
vitamin  C  and  800  interna¬ 
tional  units  of  vitamin  E 
before  a  high  fid  meat  this 
reduction  was  17  per  cent 
•  The  dentist  was  right  Fat 
was  inhibiting  the  capability 
of  his  coronary  arteries  to 
dilate.  The  amount  of  supple¬ 
mentary  vitamins  taken  in  p£D 
form  is  greater  than  could  be 
derived  from -orange  juice  or 
other  vitaxmn-ridfa  dietary 
sources.  The  Maryland  re¬ 
search  is  furtherevjdrncc  that 
it  is  worthwhile  fer'patients 
with  angina  to  take  additional 
vitamins. 


We  conduct  patient  research  into 
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Eva  Salzman,  Hugo  Williams,  centre,  and  Matthew  Sweeney  have  all  been  poets-in-resMence;  S airman  In  Springhill  prison  in  Buckinghamshire,  Williams  on  the  Greek  island  of  Skyros.  and  Sweeney  at  Hereford  library 
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oete,  as  Philip  Larkin 
'never  tired  of  remind- 
ii^  us.  lead  unevent¬ 
ful.  internalised  lives, 
their  .-“work  affording  them 
little  opportunity  for  social: 
interaction,  let  alone  exotic 
travel.  At  leasCthaf  was  true; 
when,  in  his  mid-forties, . 
faridn,  who  made  only  two 
brief  excursions  abroad  jn  his 
entire,  adult  life,.  Wrote*  to  a 
friend:  “As  far  as  l  am  con¬ 
cerned,  absolutely  nothing  has 
happened  for  about.  12  years, 
and  not  much  for  2S  years.”  ' 

But  Since  Larkin’S  death;  in 
1985.  foe  caricature  Image  of 
the  poet  struggling  done  in  a 
damp  bedsit  arid  with  nothing 
but  a  crust  off  bread  between 
him  and  starvation  has  been 
replaced  by  an  attire  poetic 
industry,  with  some  of  the 
glamour  of,  say,  Shelley  or 
Byronreturning  fa  tbefbnnof 
lucrative  residencies  jn  exotic 
dimes.  Few  poets,  though,  are 
as  fortunate  as  young  Daniel 
Wflsoru  21;  the  enterprising 
student  recently  offered  the 
post  of  national  poet  on  the 
South  Pacific  island  of  Kiribati 
after  he  wrote,  a  12-fote  poem 
celebrating  the  republic's  ar¬ 
chipelago  m Micronesia.'  A1 
drama  ■  student,  Wilson:  has 
been  offered  his  own  beach- 
sidc  hut.  whereheavill  spend 
next -summer  writing  lauda- 
fory  yeises  about  the  island's 
charms;'. 

HugotWDfiaraSi  whose  most 
recent  bcidk  of  poems.  Doc* 
Leaves,  is  published  by  Faber, 
writesa  cdunm  in  The  Times 
Literary  Supplement  about  his 
adventures  as  a  ■  travelling 
poet  HBs  life  is  the  obverse  of 
Larking  lonely  provincialism: 
he  goes  abroad cohstSDttly;  his 
glamorouswife  HCrmine  is  a 
tightix^ie-walker,  ami  he 
spends  two  weeks  each  sum¬ 
mer  teaching  creative  writing 


The  romantic  image  of  the  lonely,  starving  poet  has  been  replaced  by  a  more  practical  one,  where 
a  regular  income  and  contact  with  the  outside  world  is  regarded  as  idyllic.  Jason  Cowley  reports 


•  at  the:  Skyros  Centre  on  the 
Greek  island  ofSkyros. 

■  The  centre  offers  “personal 
development  holidays  far  the 
mHld.  body  and  spirit".  As 
poet  in. -residenee, wntiams 
enjoys  the  peculiar  disjunction 
between  his  nine-strong  writ- 
lert  group  and  the  60  or  so 
Psychotherapy  students  living 
arid  eating,  together  at  the 
centre.  "Ifs  an  odd  but  woh- 
.  derful  experience.7'  he  says. 
"While  I  teach  poetry  in  rare 

room.  Tan  trie  sex  _ _ 

and  all  .  sorts  of 
unusual  things  are 
going  on  in  the 
others." 

Strange  things 
happen  to  him.  He 
remembers,  for-in- 
stance.  a  gestalt 
therapist  at  the 
centre  attempting 
to  impersonate  him 
at  a  party.  The 
therapist,  -  dressed 
to  look,  .like  ■  the  . 
poet,  and  speaking 
exactly  tike  him,  got  up  on 
stage  and  read  out  an  ironic 
parody  of  one  of  his  poems:  T 
want  my  mummy/ f  want  my 
daddy  IT  want  my  teddy! Bui 
they  don’t  want  me.”  - 

Williams  says  the  parody 
captured  perfectly  his  own 
seif-deprecating,  inverted  ar¬ 
rogance.  “When  he  stopped 
reading  everyone  In  the  room 
locked  at  me  and  burst  out 
laughing  -So  1  gave  the  thera¬ 
pist  a  V-sign.  He  was  deeply 
offended  and  later  wrote  to  roe 
to  say  that  impersonating  me 
was  something  he  had  always; 
wanted  to  do;  he  wasn't  doing 
it  for  fun." 

On  anotfier  occasion,  an 


attractive  young  woman  ac¬ 
cused  Williams  of  not  approv¬ 
ing  of  emotion  in  poetry. 
Naturally,  be  disputed  her 
daim.  They  ended  up  retiring 
to  a  comer  where  they  talked, 
debated,  flirted.  Then  the 
course  director  pointed  out 
that  the  staff  directive  forbade 
“teaching  staff  to  have  sexual 
relationships  with  partici¬ 
pants".  Williams,  who  had 
only  given  foe  directory  a 
perfunctory  glance,  says:  “The 

_ large  print  giveth, 

the  small  print  tak- . 
eth  away." 

Eva  Salzman, 
who  is  published 
by  Blood  axe  and 
Oxford  University 
Press,  has  just  com¬ 
pleted  two  years  as 
poet-in-residence  at 
Springhill  and 
Grendon  prisons 
in  Buckingham¬ 
shire.  She  applied 
^ ^  for  the  residency. 

funded  by  the  Arts 
Council,  because  of  her  fasci¬ 
nation  with  “prisons,  convents 
and  monasteries  —  places 
where  people  are  operating 
outside  society". 

She  spent  two  and  a  half 
days  a  week  at  the  prisons, 
staying  overnight  in  a  local 
bed  and  breakfast,  although 
she  received,  she  says,  “plenty 
of  offers  from  the  men  to  stay 
overnight  in  the  prison".  As 
well  as  leading  poetry  work¬ 
shops,  she  produced  a  maga¬ 
zine  and  a  short  film,  written, 
■acted  and  directed  by  the 
prisoners. 

Most  of  the  inmates  were 
either  white-collar  criminals, 
or  craning  to  the  end  of  long 


While  I 
teach  in  one 
room, 
Tantric  sex 
is  going  on 
in  another’ 


sentences.  She  only  visited 
Grendon,  where  serious  sex 
offenders  are  held,  to  use  the 
library  and  other  research 
facilities.  Asked  if  she  felt 
anxious  about  working  dosely 
with  criminals,  she  says:  “1 
think  I  needed  more  protection 
from  some  of  the  staff,  several 
of  whom  were  an  absolute 
pain.” 

There  was,  though,  an  un¬ 
comfortable  moment  when, 
working  late  one  evening,  she 
was  locked  in  the  education 
department  with  one  of  foe 
prisoners.  “As  I  called  out  to 
the  other  inmates  to  inform  the 
guards,  the  prisoner  shouted 
out  Take  your  time*.  Luckily, 
he  was  only  joking.  At  least,  I 
think  he  was." 


of  my  surgeries.  But  the  pho¬ 
tographers  would  not  let  him 
go.  What  a  shame:  it  could 
nave  been  the  start  of  a 
beautiful  friendship." 

Sweeney  tells  foe  story  to 
illustrate  how  residences  can 
inspire  creativity,  as  well  as 
bring  poets  into  contact  with 


people  and  foe  world.  Resi¬ 
dences  also  provide  a  stable 
salary. 

"living- as  a  poet  can  be 
lonely  and  precarious.  If  you 
warn  to  earn  a  living  —  and  get 
out  of  the  house  —  you  have  to 
be  prepared  to  leam  how  to 
read  vour  work  in  front  of  an 


audience,  conduct  workshops 
and  take  up  residences.  Last 
year  I  was  poet-in-residence 
for  15  months  at  the  South 
Bank  Centre  in  London  and  it 
was  foe  nearest  thing  a  profes¬ 
sional  poet  ever  gets  to  a 
regular  job  and  income.  It  was 
a  delight  to  be  so  busy." 


It  is  a  sentiment  that  would 
have  dismayed  Philip  Larkin, 
a  reluctant,  though  diligent, 
librarian.  He  hated  work, 
likening  it  in  one  poem  to  a 
toad  that  swells  to  fill  the  gaps 
in  our  empty  fives.  But  today's 
poets  appear  to  regard  a 
regular  income  (and,  no 
doubt,  a  skilled  accountant  to 
administer  it  as  well)  as  some¬ 
thing  akin  to  a  romantic 
dream.  Whatever  happened  to 
Byrom'c  rebellion? 
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Now  you  can  have  soft,  natural  looking 
breasts,  the  shape  and  size  you've  always 
dreamt  of,  carried  out  by  our  experienced 
f  RCS  surgeons'. 

Breast  enlargement  is  usually  carried 
out  as  a  day  case.  There's  a  choice  of  Silicon 
•  ©rTrihjceni  implants  to  give  you  the  size  you 
really  want.  » 

Breast  reduction  reshapes  your  over 
large  breasts  to  give  you  a  more  normal, 
natural  and  comfortable  size. 

.  Breast  uplift  restores  sagging  breasts  back 
..to  their  original  and  youthful  shape. 

For  a  confidential  consultation  with  one  of 
our  experienced  nurses,  without  charge, 
contact  us  now; 

.  OTHER  MOCBDU8E5  tttOJUOfe  BOOK  NOSE.  MCE  AND  EAR  R£- 
SHAPING.  ETH®  SUKSK  WBCCSE  AW>  THREAD  WN  RBWWL 
LASBl  TXEATMENT3  FOB  ThE  REMOVAL  Of  UNES,  WRIMUH  OR 
SMOKING  ntosums  ALSO  SPECIALISED  SKIN  CAKE  RANGE. 
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6  Harley  Street,  London  WIN  JAA. 

LONDON:  0  171  63  1  5  4  9  4 

BIRMINGHAM:  0121  440  5022 
BRIGHTON;  0127  3  124051 
MANCHESTER:  0161  819  2527 


atthew  Swee¬ 
ney.  the  Irish 
poet  whose  col¬ 
lections  include 
Cacti  (Seeker)  and  foe  forth¬ 
coming  The  .  Bridal  Suite 
(Cape),  is  considering  writing 
a  poem  about  Jack  Charlton 
after  meeting  him  while  he 
was  serving  as  poet-in-resi- 
dence  at  Hereford  library.  Big 
Jack  was  having  his  photo¬ 
graph  taken  in  front  of  a 
stuffed  fish. 

"As  a  supporter  of  the  Irish 
football  team  I  was  naturally 
keen  to  meet  Charlton," 
Sweeney  says.  “So  I  ap¬ 
proached  him.  ‘Hi,  did  you 
catch  that?1 1  asked,  pointing 
at  the  fish.  Jack  nodded.  1  told 
him  I  was  from  Ireland;  he 
asked  whereabouts.  I'd  heard 
that  Jack  didn't  know  where 
the  Irish-bom  players  in  his 
squad  were  from,  so  I  said: 
“From  Packie  Bonner's  fthe 
Irish  goalkeeper)  county.’  He 
said:  ‘So  that  be  Donegal, 
then.  What  do  you  do?*  I  told 
him. 

“He  said;  T  saw  this  poet, 
Seamus  Heaney,  on  television 
in  Ireland  the  other  night.  He 
wasn't  much  good  but  the 
crowd  seemed  to  like  him.'  I 
pointed  out  that  Heaney  was 
indeed  highly  thought  of.  Jack 
said:  "Is  that  so?  Wfiat  are  you 
doing  here?'  I  said:  'I’m  doing 
what  you  do  on  the  training 
ground,  practising  technique.' 
Then  he  asked  to  sit  in  on  one 
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Closing  a 
window  on 
America 

Magnus  Linklater  laments  the 
end  of  the  Harkness  ideal 

Quierly,  and  with  no  for-  future.  Their  work  pr 
mal  announcement,  grammes  were  more  careftil 
an  excellent  British-  "focused",  and  there  was 
Ampriran  institirrinn  is  nnw  mnivniraTinn  nn  fhp.  nr 


Quierly,  and  with  no  for¬ 
mal  announcement, 
an  excellent  British- 
American  institution  is 
coming  to  an  end.  The  Hark¬ 
ness  Fellowships,  which  for 
more  than  70  years  have  given 
people  in  Britain  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  spend  time  in  the 
United  States,  absorbing  the 
culture  and  conventions  of  the 
American  way  of  life,  are  be¬ 
ing  scrapped  in  favour  of  a 
programme  tailored  to  "dom¬ 
estic  priorities  in  the  USA".  It 
is  a  great  loss.  The  idea  was 
bom  out  of  the  sort  of  genuine, 
disinterested  philanthropy, 
the  benefits  of  which  can  never 
be  accurately  measured,  but  it 
has  probably  done  more  to 
improve  understanding  be¬ 
tween  two  cultures  than  any 
amount  of  trumpeting  about  a 
special  relationship. 

The  list  of  former  Harkness 
Fellows  is  remarkable  for  its 
diversity:  politicians  such  as 
Peter  Brooke  and  Jack  Ashley, 
civil  servants  including  Sir 
Douglas  Wass  and  Howard 
Davies,  and  the  businessmen 
Roger  Salmon,  who  carried 
out  the  rail  franchising  pro¬ 
gramme,  and  Lord  Runciman 
of  Duxford.  There  were  writ¬ 
ers  and  journalists  too:  Wil¬ 
liam  Shawcross,  Alastair 
Burnet,  Hugo  Young.  Hugh 

Stephenson.  Bridget  _ 

Kendall.  Julia  Neu- 

berger,  Bamber  1116 1 

Gascoigne:  the  ar-  f 

chi  ted  Terry  Far-  IOUT 

roll,  the  lawyer  Lord 

Lester  of  Heme  V1S1° 

Hill,  and.  reaching 

further  back,  that 

icon  of  Anglo- Amer-  SeLCT 

ican  relations. 

Alistair  Cooke. 

They  were  chosen  by  asses¬ 
sors  of  the  stature  of  Oliver 
Franks,  Noel  Annan  and  Isa¬ 
iah  Berlin,  simply  on  the  basis 
that  they  were  talented  enough 
to  bring  back  something  of 
value,  both  for  themselves  and 
for  public  life. 

All  of  the  hundreds  of  fel¬ 
lows  benefited  from  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  luxury:  two  years 
spent  travelling  in  America, 
studying  at  different  universi¬ 
ties.  learning  about  American 
politics  or  business  —  any¬ 
thing.  as  its  British  director 
William  Plowden  once  said, 
from  “Cajun  music  to  manage¬ 
ment  techniques".  Hugo 
Young  described  it  as  “a  better 
education  than  Oxford",  and 
one  that  stayed  with  him  for  30 
years.  The  fellows  had  an  envi¬ 
able  freedom  to  plan  their  own 
programmes,  and  were  not 
expected  to  produce  anything 
as  taxing  as  a  report  at  the  end 
of  it.  Their  contribution  to 
transatlantic  relations  was.  in 
effect,  themselves. 

My  Tather.  Eric  Linklater. 
who  was  one  of  the  earliest 
recipients,  in  1929.  travelled 
from  coast  to  coast  with, 
among  others'.  Dick  White, 
who  went  on  to  head  Mlb.  He 
described  it  as  “rwo  years  of 
liberty  in  the  vast  morning  of 
America",  and  his  novel  Juan 
in  America  was  the  comic  end- 
product  of  an  odyssey  across 
the  continent  at  a  time  when 
Calvin  Coolidge  was  President 
and  Al  Capone  ruled  Chicago. 

In  1990.  the  Commonwealth 
Fund,  which  administers  the 
fellowships,  decided  that  the}' 
should  be  cut  back  to  a  year 
and  aimed  principally  at 
promising  young  people  in 
mid-career  who  might  be 
judged  the  leaders  of  the 


The  liberal 
founding 
vision  has 
been 
sacrificed 


future.  Their  work  pro¬ 
grammes  were  more  carefoliy 
"focused",  and  there  was  a 
new  concentration  on  the  pro¬ 
fessions.  Nevertheless,  the 
scheme  contjued  to  be  invalu¬ 
able  to  both  countries.  One  of 
those  who  benefited  was 
David  Bell,  who  went  on  to 
become  chief  education  officer 
for  NewcastJe-on-Tyne.  "The 
value  from  a  professional  per¬ 
spective".  he  wrote,  “is  that  it 
allows  one  to  see  this  country 
through  the  eyes  of  another 
system."  Americans  welcomed 
the  Brits  who  crossed  the 
Atlantic  in  rather  thesame 
way  as  Rhodes  Scholars  were 
appreciated  at  British  univer¬ 
sities.  So  much  so  That  to  mark 
President  Clinton's  visit  to 
Britain  in  1994.  John  Major 
announced  the  establishment 
of  the  Atlantic  Fellowship,  a 
sort  of  Harkness-in-reverse  for 
rising  American  stars. 

Now,  however,  the  Hark¬ 
ness  vision  has  been  sacrificed 
to  the  gods  of  political  correct¬ 
ness  and  the  American  domes¬ 
tic  programme.  Instead  of 
cross-cultural  fertilisation,  the 
Harkness  will  in  future  be 
restricted  to  specialists  in 
healthcare,  who  will  be  judged 
on  whether  they  have  any¬ 
thing  to  contribute  to  Ameri¬ 
can  programmes  such  as  “Bet- 

_  tering  the  Health 

of  Minority  Ameri- 
Jeral  cans"  and  "Advanc- 

mg  the  Wellbeing 
lUlg  of  Elderly  People". 

uac  The  changes  rule 

,IUU>  out  anything  of  j 

more  general  inter¬ 
est.  such  as  public 
iced  management,  crim- 

_  inal  justice  or 

even  education.  The 
Harkness  concept  has,  in  ef¬ 
fect,  died. 

The  reason  is  not  financial. 
The  Commonwealth  Fund,  es¬ 
tablished  in  1918  by  Anna 
Harkness,  a  wealthy  New  Yor¬ 
ker  whose  family  had  come 
originally  from  Lanarkshire 
and  whose  wealth  flowed  from 
oil,  remains  immensely  rich. 
Mrs -.Harkness  decreed  simply 
that  it  be  used  for  “die  com¬ 
mon  good",  and  her  son  Ed¬ 
ward.  who  set  up  the  fellow¬ 
ships,  insisted  that  they  should 
enhance  the  lives  of  those  cho¬ 
sen  and  improve  understand¬ 
ing  between  the  two  countries. 

The  new  changes,  which 
decree  that  the  1997-98  fel¬ 
lowships  will  be  the  last  of 
their  kind,  stem  from  a  view  in 
New  York  that  the  fund's 
resources  should  be  used  to 
benefit  American  needs  rather 
than  British  careers.  Some  see 
this  as  an  example  of  growing 
American  isolationism,  but  it 
looks  as  if  it  has  more  to  do 
with  a  hard-headed  approach 
to  funding  which  seeks  to 
quantify  gain  and  measure 
achievement,  rather  than  leav¬ 
ing  it  to  chance  and  the  hazard 
of  human  nature. 

Do  they  really  believe  that 
an  approach  to  learning  which 
aims  to  enrich  rather  than  to  ; 
shape  a  career  has  become  ' 
irrelevant?  Perhaps,  as  the 
Harkness  directors  argue,  i 
there  are  cither  opportunities  ! 
for  young  British  hopefuls  to 
criss-cross  the  Atlantic.  But  1 
cannot  help  feeling  that  we  are 
losing  something  important.  , 
This  may  indeed  be  the  age  of 
the  specialist,  but  to  anyone  of 
vision  and  ambition,  the  free¬ 
dom  to  roam  “the  vast  morn¬ 
ing  of  America"  remains  a 
priceless  opportunity. 


Duty  done 


Small  print,  big  stakes 


The  Chancellor  and  his  col¬ 
leagues  will  be  negotiating 
momentous  issues  at  the 
European  Council  of  Fi¬ 
nance  Ministers  on  Monday.  They 
will  discuss  how  the  budgets  of 
member  states  joining  the  single 
currency  will  be  controlled  and  a  new 
exchange-rate  mechanism  for  the 
countries  outside  the  European  sin¬ 
gle  currency.  They  will  discuss  addi¬ 
tional  powers  allowing  the  European 
Union  to  coordinate,  monitor  and 
strongly  influence  the  budgetary 
positions  of  all  member  states.  They 
will  discuss  a  completely  new  single 
currency  to  replace  the  ecu  of  the 
original  treaty. 

It  has  always  been  my  wish  that 
Britain  should  have  an  important 
influence  on  these  debates,  f  know 
few  who  wish  to  see  the  United 
Kingdom  storm  out  and  refuse  to 
negotiate.  I  know  of  no  one  who 
wishes  us  to  marginalise  ourselves. 
As  one  of  the  principal  contributors  to 
the  EU  budget,  it  is  important  that 
Britain  speak  with  a  strong  and  dear 
voice  about  what  we  want  for 
ourselves  and  about  what  system 
would  be  best  for  our  partners.  The 
debate  this  week  in  Parliament  has 
not  been  between  those  who  want  us 
to  have  nothing  to  do  with  it  and 
those  who  wish  us  to  influence  iL  The 
debate  has  been  about  how  we  can 
best  exert  influence  and  what  kind  of 
influence  it  should  be. 

The  Council's  regulation  strength¬ 
ening  the  surveillance  ana  co-ordina¬ 
tion  of  budgetary’  positions  has 
caused  concern.  The  official  Euro¬ 
pean  line  is  that  there  is  nothing  to 
worry  about.  We  are  told  that  we  and 
other  countries  already  provide  fig¬ 
ures  so  that  the  EU  can  monitor 
developments.  We  are  told  that  this 
new  regulation  is  in  the  same  spirit. 
Britain  should  ask  why  it  is  necessary 
to  strengthen  budgetary  surveillance 
and  coordination  of  countries  not 
inside  the  single  currency.  If  all  that 
this  regulation  proposes  is  what  we 
are  doing  already,  then  there  is  no 
need  for  it  at  all.  If  the  idea  is  that 
stronger  surveillance  and  co-ordina¬ 
tion  are  needed  only  for  those  joiing 
the  single  currency,  then  the  docu¬ 
ment  should  make  that  clear. 

It  would  be  possible  for  the 
European  Court  to  rule  against  a 
state  outside  the  single  currency  and 
to  impose  a  fine  for  failing  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  convergence  and 
budgetary  programmes.  Recital  13 
says:  "It  will  also  be  necessary  to 
make  similar  rules  afterins  the 


John  Redwood  urges  Kenneth  Clarke 
to  protect  our  economic  autonomy 


programmes  and  surveillance  of  the 
other  member  states."  If  those  outside 
the  euro  are  to  be  free  of  any  addition¬ 
al  burdens,  why  do  we  need  this 
redtal  at  all?  Wouldn  t  it  be  wisest  for 
the  British  Government  to  urge  that 
this  recital  be  struck  out,  so  as  to 
confirm  the  assurances  that  Brussels 
will  not  seek  to  control  our  economy 
by  the  back  door?  The  document  on  a 
new  exchange-rate  mechanism 
warns  that  “the  Council  and  Com¬ 
mission  would  exploit  to  the  maxi¬ 
mum  the  surveillance  procedures 
provided  for  under  Article  103  of  the 
treaty”.  It  sets  out  a  requirement  for 

economic  and  bud-  _ 

get  plans  to  meet 
the  EUs  needs.  EmOrC 

Member  states 
would  have  to  show  CDTlfT 

how  they  were  WUL1 

going  to  conform.  A  on  i  i*/y  o 

new  Redtal  13  CU1U3 

should  ray:  “No  ad-  nrnVnk 

ditional  require-  P*  UVUJS 
merits  will  be  r  ■» 

imposed  on  those  OI 1 

member  states  who  ,  ,, 

dedde  not  to  join  CilcLjJ 

the  single  cur-  ^ 

rency."  This  would  — — 

prevent  the  European  Cburt  of  Jus¬ 
tice  imposing  sanctions  on  our  eco¬ 
nomic  management. 

The  Council  regulations  on  speed¬ 
ing  up  and  clarifying  the  implemen¬ 
tations  of  the  exoessive  defid  t  pro¬ 
cedure  should  also  apply  only  to 
those  joining  the  single  currency.  To 
put  mis  beyond  doubt,  words  to  this 
effect  should  be  inducted  expressly  in 
Article  1.  To  the  statement  that  “this 
regulation  shall  be  binding  in  its 
entirety  and  directly  applicable  in  all 
member  states"  should  be  added  the 
words  “which  have  joined  the  single 
currency". 

The  proposed  secondary  legislation 
for  the  introduction  of  the  euro  raises 
issues  of  grave  legal  importance.  The 
Treaty  of  Maastricht  made  quite 
dear  the  intention  of  the  EU  to 
introduce  the  ecu  as  a  currency.  It  did 
not  choose  the  ecu  as  a  “generic 
name",  as  some  are  now  trying  to 
suggest  The  EU  has  put  a  lot  oF  effort 
into  promoting  the  use  of  the  ecu, 
issuing  ecu  instruments  and  instruct¬ 
ing  businesses  dealing  with  it  to  use 
the  ecu  in  such  transactions. 


Enforcing  new 
contracts  in 
euros  might 
provoke  a  host 
of  legal 
challenges 


Unfortunately,  the  ecu  has  continu¬ 
ously  fallen  in  value  against  the 
mark.  .  This  has  led  German  politi¬ 
cians  to  fear  an  even  bigger  backlash 
from  the  German  people,  faced  with 
abolition  of  their  currency.  Germans 
do  not  want  a  weaker  currency. 

The  decision  to  “rename"  the 
currency  the  “euro"  is  more  funda¬ 
mental  than  a  mere  change  of  name. 
It  represents  a  complete  change  of 
tack  on  how  the  single  currency  is  to 
be  brought  about.  The  original  idea 
was  to  narrow  and  narrow  the 
trading  bands  of  the  exchange-rate 
mechanism  until  the  currencies  were 

' _ _  closely  aligned.  It 

was  then  to=  be  a 
HP  T10W  relatively  easy  step 

^  j-  to  replace, the  fr|di- 

pfe  in  •  vidual  trading,  cur: 

Hi  renries  by  h  basket ' 

mioht  them,  the  ecu. 

LXligllL  The  ecu  basket  was 

a  O  hnct  based  on  mo*  of 

-  “•  xlvJo  l  the  members  states’ 

1  currencies,  weigh t- 

•  geii.  ed  by  their  national ; 

incomes.  It  was  a 
ingeS  carefully  contrived 

plan,  built  up  over 
many  years.  It  was 
effectively  destroyed  by  the  collapse 
of  the  exchange-rate  mechanism. 

The  regulations  now  put  forward 
are  an  attempt  to  make  the  euro  legal 
when  there  is  no  basis  for  its 
introduction  in  any  treaty.  Article  2 
makes  dear  the  scope  of  the  change: 
“As  from  1999  every  reference  in  a 
legal  instrument  to  ecu  as  referred  to 
in  Artide  109G  of  the  treaty  and  as 
defined  in  council  regulation  EC  No 
3320/94  is  replaced  by  a  reference  to 
the  euro  at  a  rate  of  one  euro  to  one 
ecu."  The  regulation  repeals  the 
offending  Council  regulation  that 
defines  the  ecu.  because  the  EU  fears 
that  people  might  continue  to  use  it 
or  calculate  iL  One  of  the  recitals 
to  the  document  states:  “The  ecu  will 
cease  to  be  defined  as  a  basket 
component  of  currendes  on  the  First 
of  January  1999." 

Britain  should  point  out  that  while 
this  regulation  can  legalise  all  con¬ 
tracts  within  the  EU.  it  cannot  apply 
beyond  the  15  member  stales.  Recital 
S  reveals  the  legal  confusion  at  the 
heart  of  the  new  currency  when  ii 
states:  “Explicit  confirmation  of  the 
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The  case  , 
for  free 
museums 

Isabel  Carlisle 

nn  the  price  we 

pav  for  entry  fes 

N  OW  that  the  pattern 

eminent  allocation  of  funds 
to  national  museums  and 
galleries-  has  been  -  revealed  for  the 
hext  financial  year,  it  is  dear  that  the 
Government  intends  to  end 
principle  of  free  admission.  The  * 
Budget  figures  show  that  grants  for 
museums  which  already  charge  for 
entry  either  remain  unchanged  or 
have  increased.  Free  museums,  on 
•  the  other  hand,  have  sustained  big 
cuts:  the  British  Museum  grant  is 
down- by  £IJ  mflJion.  Its  trustees 
meet  on  December  7  to  discuss  entry 
fees,  among  other  solutions  to  its 
financial  plight  Other  bastions  ot 
free  entry- — the  National  Gallery,  the 
Tate  Gallery  and  the  National  Por¬ 
trait  Gallery  —  are  dearly  be  mg 
pressed  to  introduce  charges. 

How  apathetic  it  is  to  greet  this  as 
inevitable:  and  how  wrong-headed  to 
say  that  all  those  great  continental 
collections  charge  for  entry  —  the 
Louvre,  the  Uffizi,  the  Rijksmuseum 
—  and  ask  why  it  shouldn't  happen, 
hens.  Across  Europe,  museums  and 
galleries  have  became  predominantly 
tourist  attractions:  the  taxpayers 
•  don't  use  their  local  museums,  tour-  ^ 

§  _ ists  do:  The  -visitors  are  no  longer  # 
P-  9  'V  I  mjL  Lt  owners,  they  are  customers. 

I  Our  free  museums  are  different 

IVyy  L_y  When  they  wens  founded  (the  British 
;  .  -•  • , •  ■  -Museum  was  the  first;  in  1753)  it  was 

<  V  •  .  intended',  that  through  free  access 
'  principle  of  continuity  'win  also-  everyone  would  have  the  chance  to 
contribute  to  the,  recognition  of  build  that  special  relationship  with 
continuity  of. contracts  in  the  jurisdie-  the  collections  that  comes  only 
non  of  third  countries."  The  truth  is  through  frequent  visits.  Gifts  of 
:  that  compulsorily  replacing  contracts  paintings,  antiquities,  African  sculp- 

in  marks,  francs  and' even  pounds  ture  and  much  else  were  made  an  the 
with  euro  contracts  on  the  basis  of  a  understanding  that  the  museums 
regulation  directly  applicable  only  to  -  were  free -and  would  remain  so. 
the  15  member  states  may  result  in  .  .  Free  access  means  that  people  visit 
legal  challenges  around  the  world,  their  local  and  national  collections  — 
European  lawyers  are  beginning  to  .  arid  visit  than  often.  Of  visitors  to  the 
worry  that  -they  will/  need-  similar;  -.TatejK)  percent  come  from  abroad, 
regulations  in  every  major  jurisdie-  40  per  cent  from  outside  London.  The 
tion  around  the  world  in  order  to  remaining  20  per  cent  are  from  Lon- 
negularise  the  contractual  position  don  itself,  and' very  many  are  frequ- 
outside  the  EU.  ent  visitors.  National  Gallery  visitors 

There  is  another  more  fundamen-  are  roughly  half-and-half.  British 
tai  issue,  concerning  democracy.  If  'residents  and  foreign  visitors,  with 
the  member  states  had  wanted  a  the  highest  proportion  of  nationals  to 
currency  called  the  euro  and  had  not-  visit  any  picture  collection  in  Europe, 
wanted  to  canyon  with  the  basket  This  is  not  to  say  that  tourists  don’t 
currency,  they  would  have  said  so  in  visit  our  national  collections.  They 
the -Maastricht  treaty.-  That  treaty  da  and  they  come  in  very  large  num- 
fradto.be  approved  and  -ratified  by-  .bers  because  our  museums  are 
re^rendjmas  ifr ; countries  such ,  as3  .world-dass  and.lhty  are  free,  gut  for 
.  jFrariee snd  Denmark,  sM?d  by  strong *  r,more  Londoners  visit  London  muse- 
.  rarliamentary  afrutiny^. fri  Britain- T  .unjs  than  .Pa risians  visit  the  Louvre .  $' 
This  new.  reeulation‘  —;  rfrii  gbes  V.or  Florentines  visit  the  Uffizi. 
ahead  —  will  receive  "little  or  no  The  solution  to  the  present  crisis 
attention  m  most  member  states,  and  does  not  lie  entirely  with  the  Trea- 
yet  it  is  a  crucial  revision  to  the  single  ■  stay.  There  is  no. doubt  that  muse- 
currency  scheme:  The  correct  legal  urns  should  be  trying  to  raise  as 
and  democratic  way.  to  proceed  much  money  ajr  they  can  to  supple- 
would  be  to  amend  the  treaty.  .  •  ment  their  grants-in-akL  Charging. 

Jurisdictions  outside  the  Comm un-  however,  makes  this  much  more  du¬ 
lly  are  more  likely  to  accept  the  ficult  With  an  estimated  drop  of 
'  legality  of  the  euro  if  the  treaty  has  -  around  50  per  cent  in  visitors  on  the 
been  properly  amended.^  As  tong  as  introduction  of  charging,  it  is  uncer- 
the  big  gap  remains  between  what  tain  whether  in  die  long  run  there  is  a 
the  treaty  rays  and  what  the  regular-  real  financial  gain.  (The  V&A  had 
tions  ray,  there  is  scope  for  lawyers  ■  1.733300  visitors  in  1985;  after  the. 
outside  Europe  to  stir  up  complaints  introduction  of  voluntary  charges 
among  those  who  think  they  have  lost  that  year,  numbers  fell  to  916300  in 
out  from  compulsory  conversio  from  1987.)  Fewer  visitors  mean  a  loss  in 
the  mark  or  franc  to  the  euro.  revenue  to  shops  and  restaurants 

Britain  should  insist  that  the  EU  within  the  museums, 
impose  no  new  obligations  on  coun¬ 
tries  that  do  not  join  the  single  Tk  r  useums  would  also  lose 
currency.  The  current  scheme  for  |\/l  gifts  from  sponsors  and 

stabilising  economies  inside  the  sin-  J.  V  A  patrons.  In  1992.  Sir  Josenh 
gle  currency  would  impose  new 
obligations,  so  we  should  propose 
changes.  And  because  the  legal 
uncertainly  around  the  euro  is  so 
great,  we  should  insist  that  if  the  EU 
wishes  to  change  its  single  currency 
scheme  so  comprehensively,  it  must 
do  so  by  treaty  amendment  and  not 
by  backstairs  regulation.  Britain  has' 
a  very  strong  hand  in  all  this.  Our 
financial  expertise  is  respected.  We- 
have  a  veto  over  two  of  these 
proposals.  We  must  use  it  construc¬ 
tively  to  protect  our  national  interest 
We  owe  it  to  our  partners  to  limit  the 
damage  to  countries  joining  the 
single  currency. 


WEALTH  and  age  have  done  little 
to  diminish  Baroness  Thatcher's 
eye  for  a  bargain,  as  she  showed  at 
the  House  of  Lords'  gift  shop 
yesterday  lunchtime.  She  was  buy¬ 
ing  a  couple  of  cases  of  Scutch,  to 
besent  out  as  Christmas  presents, 
when  she  sponed  that  the  bottles  — 
at  £1175  each  —  had  not  been 
reduced  by  26p,  as  the  Chancellor 
decreed  they  should  be  in  Tues¬ 
day’s  BudgeL  Her  privet  hair 
quivering,  she  demanded  the 
discount. 

"This  is  old  stock,"  pleaded  the 
staff.  "We  cannot  reduce  the  tax 
once  it  has  been  put  on."  Thai's 
your  problem."  replied  Lady  T. 
"You  can  daim  it  back.  Get  on  to 
the  Treasury,  if  you  must,  rail  the 
Chancellor’s  office  and  tell  them 
I'm  causing  merry  hell.  You're 
trying  to  overcharge  me." 

Enter  Mr  Bibbiani.  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Refreshment  De¬ 
partment  “ft  is  not  our  polity  to 
reduce  tax  on  old  stock,"  he  saw 
tersely,  “but  because  of  the  size  ol 
Lady  Thatcher'S  order,  we  decided 
to  rake  off  the  26p  on  each  bottle  as 
a  nice  gesture.  We  did  not  do  it 
because  it  was  Lady  Thatcher . . 

According  to  one  onlooker,  the 
former  Prime  Minister  looked 


agiiaicd.  but  "in  a  controlled  sort  of 
way".  When  she  received  her  dis¬ 
count,  however,  a  big  "just  retaken 
the  Falklands"  sort  of  smile  spread 
wide  across  her  face. 

•  Yesterday's  announcement  of 
the  engagement  of  the  Earl  of 
Ronaldshay.  elder  son  of  the  Mar¬ 
quess  of  Zetland,  to  Heather 
Hoffman  will  have  gone  down  par¬ 
ticularly  welt  at  Clarence  House . 
Ronaldshay  is  the  supplier  of 
sausages  by  appointment  to  the 
Queen  Mother.  He  delivers  them 


Thafs  the  spirit 


DIARY 


in  person  from  his  sausage  com¬ 
pany  Musks,  appearing  at  the 
tradesmen’s  entrance  with  his 
small  package  wrapped  in  waxed 
paper.  Apparently  they  go  very  well 
with  Dubonnet. 


Dance  on 

TEA  DANCES  on  a  Sunday  are 
the  latest  subject  of  contention  in 
the  House  of  Lords.  Nearly  200 
years  after  the  Sunday  Observance 
Aa  of  I7S0  banned  owners  of  sa¬ 
lons  From  charging  clients  who 
want  to  dance  on  their  premises,  a 
Private  Member’s  Bill  is  to  be 
introduced  to  brine  merriment  to 
the  floor  of  the  House. 

Leading  with  his  feet  is  Viscount 
Asior.  who  will  introduce  the  Bill, 
claimed  by  its  supporters  to  rid 
Britain  of  rhe  last  vestige  of  the 
1780  Act.  "We  now  have  betting  on 


a  Sunday,  shopping  on  a  Sunday 
and  flexible  licensing  hours  on  a 
Sunday,"  said  one  dance  dub  own¬ 
er.  “We  should  also  have  dancing 
on  a  Sunday." 

Lord  Soper,  a  nonagenarian 
Methodist  minister,  is  also  behind 
the  move.  "I  do  not  dance  much 
myself,  but  I  am  nf  the  opinion  that 
any  of  the  arts  can  be  consecrated." 
he  says.  “Though  I  draw  the  line  at 
the  cruder  forms  of  jazz  dancing. 
Too  suggestive." 

•  Chaos  at  the  Treasury  yesterday 
after  the  Budget.  Despite  the  ex¬ 
cess  of  information  prior  tn  the 
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“ I'm  in  a  vast  lorry 
park  —  called  Kenr 


Chancellor’s  delivery,  nobody 
could  get  hold  of  the  details  after- . 
wards.  City  companies  had  paid 
£4S  up-front  for  each  copy.  One 
firm  had  SO  motorcycle  couriers 
lined  up  to  distribute  copies  to  cli¬ 
ents.  and  hundreds  more  queued 
for  their  copies  to  no  avail.  The 
shambles  was  resolved  only  when 
the  Central  Office  of  Information 
admitted  that  it  hadn't  enough 
copies  to  go  round.  Apologies  all 
round,  and  promises  of  refunds. 

Swank  swank 

MODESTY  wasn't  the  strong  suit 
of  Liberal  Democrat  Menzies 
Campbell  at  the  Spectator  Parlia¬ 
mentarian  of  the  Year  awards  yes? 
terday  at  the  Savoy,  where  he 
received  a  commendation  as  the 
"Member  to  watch". 

He  reminded  lunch ers  of  an¬ 
other  award  he  once  won,  of  which 
he  was  inordinately  proud.  "I  beat 
OJ.  Simpson  years  ago  in  a  60- 
yard  race,"  he  reminisced.  "It  was 
an  act  of  quite  remarkable  and  un¬ 
remitting  bravery.” 

Close  enough 

AFTER  months  of  headscarves 
and  ostentatious  hat-wearing. 
Princess  Caroline  of  Monaco.  39, 
has  come  dean  and  is  showing  off 


Graceful  Caroline 


her  coot-bald  head.  She  shaved  it 
earlier  this  year  to  a  slew  of  ru- 
mours  that  she  might  be  receiving 
treatment  for  cancer  or  simply  suf¬ 
fering  from  alopecia. 

Now.she  is  making  a  virtue  of  it, 
as  in  this  photograph  by  Francois- 
Marie  Bonier,  whose  first  collec¬ 
tion  of  photos.  Past  and  Presera, 
has  just  appeared.  The  pose  gives  a 
good  show  to  Caroline's  neck,  a 
feature  she  shares  with  her  moth¬ 
er.  Grace  Kelly. 


P-H-S 


IVl  patrons.  In  1992,  Sir  Joseph 
Hotung  gave  £2  million  for  the  large 
gaJtery  of  Oriental  art  named  after 
him  in  the  British  Museum  because  it 
has  free  entrance.  Heinz  Berggruen 
gave  his  Seurat  oil  sketches,  worth 
E7-E10  million,  to  the  National  Gal¬ 
lery  earlier  Dus  year  because  it  has 
free  entrance. 

Further  revenue  would  be  lost  by 
museums  because  it  becomes  untena¬ 
ble  to  charge  separately  for  tempo¬ 
rary  exhibitions  if  there  is  already  an 
entrance  charge  to  get  into  a  museum 
(as  the  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art 
in  New  York  discovered).  Sponsor¬ 
ship  for  exhibitions  is  also  harder  to 
attract  with  fewer  visitors.  Divide  the 
figure  for  a  museum’s  grant-in-aid  by 
me  number  of  visitors  and  you  will 
find  that  the  figures  for  government 
atbsidy  per  head  in  museums  that 
charge  as  opposed  to  those  that  are 
free  shows  a  dramatically  less  eff¬ 
icient  use  of  taxpayers'  money.  At  the 

3S^lte?,5p5rvisitw“£4'SD« 

-2rfti5K5nal  CaU°y*  B-3S  at  the 
Bnttsh  Museum  and  £6  at  the  Tate, 
as  against  £17  at  the  Natural  Histor? 

Museum  and  £25^0  at  the  V&A. 

J/Yf  don1  think  rt  matters  that 
mujems  are  forced  into  charging, 
that  paintings  may  no  longer^?  a 
unrowsally  available  source  of  vfeua] 
or  ,ea^ing,  or 

fpfrjtoal  food  m  an  age  of  declining 

SS5  h®***  ^  what  has  hai 

pened  to  us  as  a  nation?  is  it  rrart 
our  moral  malak«that  the*grea! 
British  national  inheritance  of 
,  fr«  access  .to  museums  i  nn 

ggaasfis 

sHSSSisass' 

•hat  Hie  Brifch  SSk 
collections.  We  are  ^ 

see*ng  that  relationship  dtetroyed.  *° 
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MORNING  AFTER 

..  S  •  .  ■ 

When,  the  Budget  turns  to  councils,  cuts  and  imaccountability 


After  the  grandeur  of  the  annual  Budget 
comes  the  wrangling  of  its 'distribution. 
Recipients  of  largesse  parade  their  ingrati¬ 
tude,  claiming  that  the  spending  increase  is 
in  fact  a  cut  Those  who  have  suffered  real 
■  aits  in  public  spending  wave  their  shrouds. 
Nowhere  is  this  more  apparent  than  in  local 
government,  whose  division  of  the  booty  . 
ccrnes  the  morning  after  the  day  before. 

Yesterday,  as  the  ritual  came  round  again. 
Sir  Jeremy  Beecham,  representing  three 
^ocal  authority  associations,  paintol  lurid 
pictures  of  potholed  roads,-  children 
languishing  m  bed  and  breakfast  hostels, 
and  soaring  class  sizes.  He  predicted  that 
council  taxes  would  rise  on  average  by  6  per 
cent,  twice  the  rate  of  inflation;  eating  up 
most  of  the  Chancellor’s  income  tax  cuts. 
Inevitably,  he  blamed  Mr  Clarke:  “People - 
have  rumbled  who  is  responsible  for 
increasing  levels  of  local  tax  every  year.  They 
accept  that  the  burden  on  local  authorities  is 
not  self-inflicted,  and  that  the  responsibility 
lies  with  central  government." 

Much  as  tins  must  annoy  ministers,  it  is 
substantially,  true.  Seventeen  years  of 
gathering  power  to  the  centre  have  stripped 
local  councils  of  authority,  discretion  and 
tax-raising  responsibility.  Central  govern¬ 
ment  now  controls  more  than  80  per  cent  of 
town  haH  spending,  compared  wtith  just  40 
per  cent  as  recently  as  1984.  Thus,  if  councils 
want  more  money,  they  have  to  increase  the 
i-  council  tax  proportionately  by  a  factor  <rf  five 
T  times  more  than  if  they  had  total  control  erf 
their  revenues. 

Yet  they  do  not  even  have  the  freedom  to 
do  what  they  want  with  the  council  tax.  It  is 
still  capped — which  perversely  encourages 
high  spending.  Almost  all  councils  now 
spend  right  up  to  the  level  of  their  cap. 
Moreover,  capping  has  made  a  nonsense  of 
local  accountability.  Local  residents  should 
be  allowed  to  choose  whether  they  want  to 
pay  high  levels  of  council  tax  fin-  better 
services,  or  the  reverse.  Any  party  that  spent 


too  much  or  wasted  the  money  could  be 
thrown  out  at  the  subsequent  election. 
bi  Awenca,^  freedom  of  states  tu  raise 

their  own  money  and  experiment  with  new 
ideas  has  produced  a  ferment  of  policy 
initiatives.  New  fimiKing.  whether  on  crime 
air.  education  or  inner^hy  revival,  is  quickly 
disseminated.  What  works  in  one  state  is 
adopted  in  others.  When  local  governments 
become  too  free  with  taxpayers’ money,  as  in 
Califonna  in  the  1970s,  voters  revolt 
Such  diversity  has  been  stamped  out  in 
Britain,  much  to  foe  detriment  of  the 
political  culture.  For  centralisation  has  a 
human  cost  tax  TYaditionally,  party  ac¬ 
tivists  were  drawn  from  foe  thriving  pool  of 
local  politics!  Many  senior  "national  poli¬ 
ticians  first  started-  political  life  as  coun¬ 
cillors!  {fewer  party  members  can  now  be 
bothered  to  join  organisations  which  have 
become  so  emasculated..- 

The  result,  as  was  evident  yesterday,  is 
that  central  govemment  wins  little  of  the 
credit  for  local  successes,  but  shoulders  most 
erf  the  blame  for  their  failures.  Council  tax 
goes  up?  Classes  are  too  large?  libraries  are 
shut?  Blame  John  Gummier.  The  public 
perceives  little  difference  between  .the  uni¬ 
form  business  rate,  which  is  set  centrally, 
and  die  council  tax. 

V  There  is  little  prospect  of  improvement 
evai  if  Labour  were  to  win  the  dection.  After 
the  poll  tax  and  the  council  tax,  the  capping 
and  phasing  of  the  past  few  years,  there  is 
scant  public  acceptability  for  further  re¬ 
forms.  For  all  its  talk  of  reviving  local  civic 
government,  Labour  still  intends  to  retain 
“reserire  powers  in  extreme  cases”  to  cap  the 
council  tax.  Its  proposal  to  put  a  quarter  of 
local  councillors  up  for  election  each  year 
would .  brip  to  improve  accountability. 
Directly  elected  mayors  could  restore  a  tittle 
local  pride.  But  a  substantial  restoration  of 
revenue-raising  powers  to  councils  would  be 
anathema  as  much  to  Tony  Blair  as  itwas  to 
Margaret  Thatcher. 


CHRISTIAN  UNION 


An  historic  moment  for  the  churches  of  Europe 


For  more  Than  450  years  Europe’s  Chris¬ 
tians  have  been  divided  both  between 
Roman'  Catholic  and  Protestant  and  among 
Protestants  themselves!  At  many  times  that 
disunion  has  had  Woody  consequences. 
Even  in  peace  tiapalpalfe  fragmentation  of 
Christ’s  One,  Holy,  Catholic  and' Apostolic 
Chunh  has  served  to  weaken  the  message  of 

.  'iontinent  and  a  century 

has  run  rife  agnosticism  taken  root,  atheism 
advanced,  and  the  State  has  moved  remorse¬ 
lessly  into  terrain  once  properly  considered 
the  domain  of  faith.  • 

Today  foe  Church  of  England  is  to 
endorse  the  Porvoo  agreement,  a  mutual 
compact  between  the  Anglican  and  Lu¬ 
theran  Churches  of  file  British  Isles  and 
virtually  aS  Nordic  and  Baltic  nations.  This 
will  mark  the  most  significant  step  towards 
reunification  since  the  Reformation..  The 
General  .  Synod  will  first  give  its  backing: 
then  a  formal  signing  win  take  place  during 
a  Eucharist  at  Westminster  Abbey  attended 
by  the  Queen.  ■ 

The  Porvoo  dedaration  establishes  a  new 
ten-member  Anglican-Lutheran  alliance  of 
churches  stretohmg  across  Northern  Europe 
from  Iceland  to  Estonia.  It  bolds  out  the 
promise  of  .  unparalleled  co-operation  be¬ 
tween  groups  wfopsq  theological  similarity 
has  often  been  masked  by  differences  in 
organisational  structure.  - 
This  agreement  is  of  sizeable  practical  as 
well  as  symbolic  value.  The  denominations 
are  pledged  to  welcome  one  another's 
members,  fo  receive  sacramental  and  other 
pastoral  ministrations  and  to  regard  those 

*  baptised  in  anyone  national  body  as  part  of 

*  their  own  congregation.  Furthermore,  those 


who  serve  as  bishop,  priest,  or  deacon  in  one 
faith  wiB  be  eligible  to  enter  the  ministry  of 
any  other  Church  covered  by  the  Porvoo 
understanding.  Since  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land  suffers  from  a  weak  supply  of  clergy 
while  many  Scandinavian  countries  do  not, 
the  arrival  of  additional  pastors  from 
abroad  is  a  real  possibility. 

•  The  drive  for  greater  ecumemcalism  has 
.not  been  easy.  The  issue  is  always  controver¬ 
sial  within  Churches  as  well  as  across  them. 
The  various  attempts  made  by  Anglicans 
over  file  past  25  years  to  establish  common 
cause  with  Methodists  never  readied  full 
fruition.  In  the  1980s  Archbishop  Robert 
Rxmde  made  enormous  efforts  to  forge 
closer  ties  with  the  Roman  Catholic  and 
Orthodox  faiths.  While  there  was  a  valuable 
movement  towards  better  mutual  under¬ 
standing,  more  ambitious  plans  for  genuine 
convergence  fell  foul  of  doctrinal  disputes, 
not  least  the  question  of  women  priests.  By 
reaching  out  to  the  smaller  but  much  more 
similar  Lutheran  Churches,  a  more  practical 
approach  has  been  taken  and  one  that  has 
already  proved  rewarding. 

Porvoo  should  not,  however,  be  seen  as  an 
alternative  to  wkfa-  reconciliation.  That 
remains  the  objective,  but  church  leaders 
have  wisely  recognised  the  need  to  build 
ecmnenkahsm  block  by  block.  A  road  to 
Rome  cannot  be  built  in  a 'day.  With  the 
exceptions  erf  Denmark  and  Latvia  (tem¬ 
porary,  we  hope),  the  vast  majority  erf 
Angficans  and  Lutherans  will  be  in  common 
communion  and  community.  In  a  Europe 
where  practising  Christians  have  come  often 
to  see  themselves  as  a  marginalised  minor¬ 
ity.  the  new  unity  signified  by  the  Porvoo 
accord  can  only  be  a  power  for  good. 


OF  MICE  AND  TUNA 

Drastic  measures  for  streetwise  rodents 


mgs  of  youngsters  rampage  through  the 
jy  concrete  and  steel  dty  centre  -of 
rmmghara  The  authorities  'are- "both 
noyed  andbaffled:  there  appears  to  be  no. 

ution  to  the  problem.  Attempts  to  iise  both 

Tots  and  sticks  to  control  the  problem  are 
linlya  failure.  When  offenders  axe  caught, 

■y  are  violent  and  difficult  to  handle., 
len  imprisoned  .they  suffer  acute  stress 
d  occasionally  die. 

\s  with' people,  so  .with  mice.  The  plague 
iefa  afflicted  Britain’s  proud  second  city 
s  not  of  maladjusted  human  befogs,  but  of 
fonts..  The  mice  who  streamed  through 
:  cinemas,  restaurants  and  shops  of  the 
11  Ring  Centre  in  Birmingham  were  so 
setwise,  fcanny  and  hard  to  catch  that  they 
y  teaditis  useful  things  about  the  genetic 
fortiori  of  the  mouse,  and  perhaps  about 
ter  species.  Scientists  have  long  known  of 
1  strong  biologic?!  similarities  betwe® 
n  and  mice.  One  school  of  thought 
ieves  that  a  common  ancestor  of  both 
sties  lived  about  70  million  years  ago. 

[he  mean  mice  of  the  Midlands  perfectly 
istrate"Red  Queen”  theories  of  evolution. . 
2des  and  their  genes  evolve  in  a 
rnaitent  race  with  rivals  and  enemies, 
reloping  protections  and  weapons  against 
dators  and  competitors.  The  solution  of  . 
^problem  is  always  followed  by  a  threat 
m  another  quarter.  As  the  Red  Queen 

s  Aficet.Tltlada^aUtteniniimgyoucan. 

to  keep  m  dip;  same  place;”  -  v  . 
he  scientists,  charged'  with  solving  Bir¬ 


mingham’s  infestation  knew  what  she 
meant;  they  must  have  begun  to  worry  that 
the  mice  they  were  trying  to  eliminate  had 
evolved  to  a  point  where  foe  balance  of 
power  between  human  beings  and  mice  had 
been  permanent^  upset.  Nothing  seemed  to 
work.  A  hapless  postgraduate  was  set  to 
work  catching  them;  he  caught  only  a 
handful  and  made  an  alarming  discovery. 
Captured  inks-  were  such  tautly-coiled 
urban'  guerrillas  that  they  went  frantic. 
Several  died  from  file  sheer  stress  of  bong 
confined.  Mice  at  liberty  bypassed  the  traps, 
wouldnbt  tourii  poisonous  bait  or  else  ate  it, 
burped  happily  and  suffered  no  ill-effects. 

The  city  mice  were  compared  to  “bump¬ 
kin”  mice  caught  on  Berkshire  farms.  The 
country  cousins-  were  not  equipped  to 
prosper  in  file  urban  jungle;  they  walked 
straight  into  the  traps,  ate  poisoned  cereal 
and  keeled  over.  The  dilemma  was  finally 
solved  by  poisoning  the  one  food  ,  foe  trap- 
shy  mice  could  not  resist  tuna  fish.  The 
scientific  jury  is  still  out  on  why  they  went 
fertile  item  which  features  so  frequently  on 
-the  menus  of  healfitconsrious  human 
beings.  One  expert  speculates  that  their  yen 
fin*  protein  may  be  traced  back  to  a  taste  for 
eating  rubbish  outside  hamburger  joints. 

Ralph Waldo  Emetson  said  that  the  world 
would  beat  a  path  to  foe  door-of  the  man 
who  made  a  better  mousetrap.  The  days  of 
springs,  wire  and  morsels  of  cheese  have 
gone  for  ever.  Mousetr^J  designers  these 
days  need  PhDs. 
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Implications  of  introducing  charges  for  museum  entry 


Challenge  to  Nato 
command  system 

From  Field  Marshal  Lord  Carver 

Sir,  The  solution  to  the  current 
disagreement  between  foe  US  and 
France  over  the  reorganisation  of 
Nate's  integrated  commands  (report. 
November  23)  lies  in  the  proposal 
which  1  have  been  advocating  for  sev¬ 
eral  years.  It  is  that  all  Nate’s  integra¬ 
ted  commands  should  be  abolished. 
They  were  nor  envisaged  when  the 
North  Atlantic  Alliance  was  originat¬ 
ed.  and  not  formed  until  some  time 
after  the  treaty  was  signed. 

Instead  I  propose  that  US  forces  sta¬ 
tioned  in  Europe  or  its  surrounding 
waters  should  be  solely  under  US  nat¬ 
ional  command  and  that  within  the 
North  Atlantic  Alliance  a  European 
operational  and  training  command 
should  be  formed,  with  subordinate 
land,  air  and  naval  commands,  incor¬ 
porating  the  forces  of  those  European 
members  of  the  Alliance  who  wished  ’ 
to  join  it 

It  would  be  essential  that  Britain, 
France  and  Germany  were  members. 
The  forces  of  those  members  of  foe 
Alliance  who  did  not  wish  to  join 
would  remain  under  national  com¬ 
mand,  associating  themselves  with  it 
through  the  Alliance’s  military  com¬ 
mittee,  whose  chairman  should  al¬ 
ways  be  American. 

The  dismantlement  of  the  Nato 
command  system  would  not  involve 
any  alteration  to  the  North  Atlantic 
Treaty.  Members  of  the  Alliance 
would  have  to  accept  that,  if  their  for¬ 
ces  were  involved  in  operations,  in 
Europe  or  elsewhere,  in  which  US  for¬ 
ces  also  participated,  they  would  have 
to  operate  under  overall  US  com¬ 
mand.  whether  through  my  proposed 
European  Command  or  separately. 

This  was  foe  case  in  Korea  and  the 
Gulf,  is  the  case  now  in  Bosnia,  and 
.would  have  been,  in  reality,  if  Nato 
‘had  ever  had  to  implement  any  of  its 
emergency  defence  plans. 

If  members  are  involved  in  opera¬ 
tions  in  which  the  US  does  not  partici¬ 
pate  the  European  Command  which  I 
propose  would  provide  the  command 
element,  backed  if  necessary  by  the 
sort  of  support  from  foe  US  military 
infrastructure  which  is  already  pro¬ 
posed  for  a  Nato  combined  joint  task 
force. 

I  can  see  no  reason  why  my 
proposal  should  not  be  acceptable  to 
the  US.  to  France  and  to  other 
members  of  foe  Alliance,  although  no 
doubt  HM  Government  would  shrink 
from  foe  idea  of  anything  that 
smacked  of  an  independent  European 
structure,  even  though  it  was  within 
the  North  Atlantic  Alliance. 

Yours  truly; 

CARVER 

{Author.  Tightrope  Walking: 

British  Defence  Polity  Since  1945, 
Hutchinson,  1992), 

House  of  Lords. 

November  23. 


Hitting  a  wrong  note 

From  Captain  P.  R.  D.  Kimm, 

RN  [retd) 

Sir.  Cardinal  Ra Conger's  condemna¬ 
tion  on  St 'Cecilia’s  Day  of  heavy  metal 
(report,  November  25)  is  particularly 
topical  in  Britain  today,  as  we  seek  to 
reverse  the  trend  to  violence  in  our 
society  and  to  control  juvenile  crime. 
One  does  not  have  to  be  a  theologian 
to  recognise  dial  such  “music" 
breathes  aggression  and  rebellion. 

Perhaps  it  takes  a  cardinal  to  say  as 
much,  for  it  would  require  great 
political  courage  to  speak  out  against 
a  culture  with  so  large  a  following  and 
against  so  powerful  an  industry. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  current 
vogue  for  plain  chant  and  similar 
quiet  music  must  not  be  forgotten,  for 
it  reveals  a  deep  need  in  our  hectic 
society  for  calm  and  tranquillity;  and 
perhaps  there  are  more  votes  “in 
green  pastures  and  beside  still  wa¬ 
ters"  than  might  at  first  be  thought. 

Yours  faithfully, 

PETER  KIMM, 

69  New  Brighton  Road, 

Emsworth,  Hampshire. 

November  25. 


Tribute  to  Governor 

From  the  Deputy  Governor . 
of  Bermuda 

Sir,  It  is  misleading  to  suggest,  as  does 
your  Diary  (November  23),  that  foe 
people  of  Bermuda  “almost  declared 
independence  on  account  of  [Lord 
Waddin gam’s]  governance"  here. 
HM  Government’s  policy,  which  the 
Governor  has  always  reflected,  is  that 
it  is  entirely  up  to  the  people  of 
Bermuda  to  decide  whether  they  want 
independence  or  noL 
Bermuda  did  not  “almost  declare 
independence”  in  foe  August  1995  ref¬ 
erendum.  In  answer  to  foe  question. 
“Are  you  in  favour  of  Independence 
for  Bermuda?”,  25.6  per  cent  voted 
“Yes"  and  73.7  per  cent  voted  “No". 

In  the  interest  of  accuracy  your 
readers  might  wish  to  be  aware  of  the 
statement  made  in  foe  House  of  As¬ 
sembly  by  the  Home  Affairs  Minister 
on  November  15: 

Lord  Waddingron  is  the  best  Governor  we 
have  had.  He  and  his  wife  have  been  tre¬ 
mendous  at  sopporting  programmes  in  the 
private  sector  that  haveboieftted  this  coun¬ 
try  and  they  have  been  tremendous  in  sup¬ 
porting  Government  and  the  Opposition. 

The  Shadow  Minister  associated 
himself  with  that  statement 

Yours  faithfully. 

P.  WILLIS, 

Deputy  Governors  Office, 
Government  House,  Bermuda. 
November  25. 


From  the  Master  of  the 
Royal  Armouries 

Sir.  I  sympathise  with  the  plight  of  the 
British  Museum  (Arts,  November  6: 
letters.  November  21,  25)  and  agree 
that  it  needs  help,  but  it  is  not  alone. 
All  our  national  museums  need  assist¬ 
ance. 

The  question  of  charging  is  a  diffi¬ 
cult  one,  but  in  the  end.  somehow,  if 
we  value  museums  we  must  pay  for 
them. 

Charges  are  made  for  admittance  to 
all  three  sites  an  which  the  Royal  Ar¬ 
mouries  operates,  though  on  only  one 
(Fort  Nelson)  does  foe  income  go  ro 
foe  museum.  This  allows  us  to  operate 
(but  only  just)  on  a  government  sub¬ 
sidy  of  only  about  i\ 20  per  visitor, 
considerably  below  foe  British  Muse¬ 
um’s  £5  to  £5.50.  which  it  daims 
makes  it  the  cheapest  after  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Gallery. 

The  important  thing  is  not  to  bandy 
statistics  about  but  to  press  for  greater 
help  for  all  our  major  museums  to  al¬ 
low  them  better  to  serve  their  public 
and  the  whole  community. 

YouTsetc. 

G.  M.  WILSON, 

Master  of  foe  Royal  Armouries, 
Armouries  Drive, 

Leeds,  West  Yorkshire. 

November  25. 

From  Professor  £.  C.  Femie. 
Director.  Counauld  Institute  of  Art 

Sir.  The  strongest  argument  for  ad¬ 
mission  charges  at  the  British  Muse¬ 
um  is  the  number  of  foreign  visitors  it 
attracts:  while  its  contents  make  it  the 
njost  quintessential^  international  of 
our  great  collections  there  is  no  over¬ 
riding  reason  why  British  taxpayers 
should  meet  this  particular  charge. 

In  practice,  however,  h  is  impossi¬ 
ble  to  distinguish  such  visitors  from 
others,  so  that  charges  for  them  would 
mean  charges  for  all,  and  the  argu¬ 
ments  against  charges  for  citizens  of 
this  country  are  powerful  and  worthy 
of  repetition. 

1.  They  will  deter  foe  less  well  off  and 
the  young,  especially  those  not  eligible 
for  student  concessions. 

2.  They  will  deter  those  who  make 
short  and  frequent  visits. 

3.  After  foe  drop  in  donations  and  foe 


Occupied  Jersey 

From  Mrs  B.  A.  Milton 

Sir,  Having  lived  through  the  Ger¬ 
man  occupation  of  Jersey  may  I 
counter  the  allegation  of  an  informant 
(report,  November  20;  also  letter, 
November  22): 

The  behaviour  of  2  great  number  of  women 
had  been  quite  disgraceful.  There  are  many 
illegitimate  children  on  the  island  bom  of 
German  fathers.  The  Westaway  creche  on 
Royal  Parade  is  full  of  the  little  bastards. 

I  was  a  staff  nurse  and  sister  in  foe 
creche  throughout  foe  war  and  the 
number  of  children  rose  from  about 
45  before  foe  war  to  a  maximum  of  63. 
All  children  were  registered  as  British 
nationals  and  treated  as  such.  It  is  my 
persona]  opinion  that  only  a  small  mi¬ 
nority  of  these  children  had  German 
fathers. 


Monetaiy  union 

From  MrM.  C.  Kennedy 

Sir,  Government  bonds  are  not  as 
Professor  Ralston  (letter.  November 
23)  contends,  a  "creative"  way  of 
avoiding  budget  imbalance,  but  foe 
principal  method  by  which  govern¬ 
ments  finance  their  existing  budget 
imbalances. 

If  the  UK  were  oonstitutiortaliy 
obliged,  like  certain  states  in  foie 
United  States  to  balance  its  budget 
year  by  year  the  effect  would  be  to 
magnify  the  size  of  business  down¬ 
turns.  This  is  because  the  fall  in 
government  revenues  which  accom¬ 
panies  any  fall  in  incomes  would  have 
to  be  matched  by  equally  large  cuts  in 
government  spending,  thus  causing 
further  job  losses,  a  further  fall  in 
income  and  consumption. 


Going  to  St  Ives 

From  Mr  Vrv  Cothey 

Sir,  Mr  Michael  Knight  (letter. 
November  22)  is  quite  correct  that 
historically  the  Cornish  town  name 
was  not  spelled  St  Ives,  indeed  in 
Cornish  it  was  Pbrthia. 

But  today  the  confusion  with  St  Ives 
in  Cambridgeshire  is  commonplace 
and  every  hake  (native  of  foe  Cornish 
town)  knows  of  the  drivers,  usually  of 
articulated  lorries  stuck  fast  in 
Tregenna  Hill,  who  have  arrived  at 
the  wrong  St  Ives  for  their  delivety 
address. 

Yours  etc. 

VIV  COTHEY, 

As  from:  2  Harry's  Court, 

St  Ives,  Cornwall 
November  22. 


Heart  to  hub? 

Frqm  Mr  Roger  Brnban 

Sir.  Last  week  all  four  hubcaps  were 
stolen  from  my  car.  In  order  to  make 
an  insurance  claim  L  notified  the  po¬ 
lice;  Today,  I  received  a  letter  from  foe 
local  station  offering  “emotional  sup¬ 
port”. 

Counselling?  For  stolen  hubcaps? 

Yours  faithfully, 

R.  BRABAN, 

Savile  Club.  69  Brook  Street.  WI. 
November  18. 


increase  in  administrative  costs,  the 
increase  in  income  is  likely  to  be 
minimal. 

I  urge  the  Trustees  and  those  who 
supply  their  funding  to  reconsider  the 
change  of  policy  and  to  reaffirm  foe 
British  Museum's  primary  role  as  a 
public  educational  resource. 

Yours  sincerely. 

ERIC  FERN1E. 

Director. 

Courtauid  Institute  of  Art. 

Somerset  House,  Strand,  WC2. 
November  25. 

From  Mr  Andrew  Gibbon-Williams 

Sir.  Mr  Geoffrey  Turner  (letter.  Nov¬ 
ember  25),  whose  intelligent  reflection 
upon  his  recent  visit  to  Amsterdam's 
Rijksmuseum  highlighted  the  non¬ 
sense  of  not  charging  entrance  fees  to 
our  major  museums,  might  be  interes¬ 
ted  ro  know  that  the  practical  Dutch 
also  offer  a  "museum  year  card".  At  a 
modest  Dfl  47.5  (£17)  per  annum  it 
facilitates  free  access  to  nearly  300 
museums  and  galleries  across  foe 
country. 

The  absurdity*  of  Britain’s  tradition¬ 
al  distaste  for  funding  the  care  and 
display  of  its  artistic  heritage  is 
currently*  demonstrated  at  the  Glas¬ 
gow  Museums  and  Art  Galleries 
which,  having  just  opened  a  £75  milli¬ 
on  modem  an  gallery,  now  doses  all 
its  galleries  except  that  at  Kelvin  grove 
every  Tuesday  to  save  money. 

Moreover,  as  part  of  a  “restructur¬ 
ing"  exercise,  it  is  on  course  to  abolish 
a  third  of  its  curatorial  and  two  thirds 
of  its  conservation  staff  next  year. 

Yours  faithfully, 

A.  gibbon-williams. 

Merlindale. 

Broughton.  Lanarkshire. 

November  26. 

From  Professor  Nicholas  Mann, 
Director  of  the  Warburg  Institute 

Sir,  Much  of  the  debate  surrounding 
foe  crisis  faced  by  foe  Trustees  of  foe 
British  Museum  has  centred  on  the 
damaging  effects  that  foe  Govern¬ 
ment’s  funding  cuts  will  undoubtedly 
have  on  the  museum’s  role  as  an 
outstanding  public  resource. 

I  should  like  to  call  attention  to  a 
less  popular  but  nonetheless  fonda- 


The  German  authorities  were  high- 

§'  sensitive  to  foe  accusation  foatchil- 
ren  bom  of  German  fathers  held  in 
the  cr£che  were  subject  to  discrimina¬ 
tion.  I  recall  vividly  a  snap  inspection 
in  1943,  which  we  found  afterwards  to 
be  based  on  an  allegation  of  bias. 

This  letter  is  to  dispute  for  the 
record  foe  impression  given  that  large 
numbers  of  children  were  involved. 

On  a  separate  note,  may  I  also  state 
that  what  really  angers  me  is  foe  use 
of  foe  term  bastards  to  describe  young 
beings  who  all  shared  foe  need  for 
love  and  care  which  we  endeavoured 
to  give  them  in  difficult  times. 

Yours  faithfully. 

B.  A.  MILTON  |nee  Hall). 

13  Berkely  Close. 

Cherry  Garden  Avenue, 

Folkestone.  Kent. 

November  25. 


This  would  lead  to  yet  a  further  fall 
in  tax  proceeds,  to  renewed  budget  im¬ 
balance  and  so  on. 

A  major  reason  for  opposing 
membership  of  the  European  single 
currency,  as  presently  conceived,  is 
that  to  join  it  would  deprive  future 
governments  in  foe  UK  and  elsewhere 
of  the  power  to  pursue  a  full-employ¬ 
ment  policy  if  their  electorates  wished 
them  to  do  so.  Not  only  would  they  be 
constrained  by  fiscal  rules,  hut  they 
would  also  be  extremely  unsure  of  the 
necessary  monetary  backing  from  an 
independent  European  central  bank. 

Yours  etc. 

M.C.  KENNEDY  - 
(Economic  adviser. 

HM  Treasury.  195^65). 

53  Kingston  Road. 

Didsbuty,  Manchester. 

November  21. 


Castaway  Blair 

From  Sir  Donald  Tebbit 

Sir,  It  was  so  pleasant  to  hear  that  nice 
Tony  Blair  agreeing  with  Sue  Lawley 
on  Desert  Island  Discs  (report, 
November  25)  that  he  and  John  Major 
and  most  other  MPs  were  basically 
just  nice  chaps  who  had  gone  into 
politics  with  the  aim  of  ttying  to 
improve  things  in  foe  country.  Appar¬ 
ently  they  only  disagree  with  each 
other  on  how  to  do  this,  and  like  no¬ 
thing  better  than  opportunities  for 
civilised  discussions  on  that  aspect. 

Pleasant  it  may  have  been  to  hear 
this  but  hard  to  square  with  what  the 
rest  of  us  see  and  hear  going  on  in  Par¬ 
liament.  It  all  looks  and  sounds  so 
different. 

By  the  end  of  the  programme  I  was 
left  only  with  the  hope,  perhaps 
equally  forlorn,  that  in  office  Mr 
Blair's  choice  of  policies  would  prove 
more  realistic  than  his  initial  vision  of 
parliamentary  camaraderie  —  and 
incidentally  might  sound  distinctly 
better  than  his  particular  choice  of 
records. 

Yours  sincerely, 

DONALD  TEBBIT. 

Priory  Cottage. 

Church  Road,  Toft  Cambridge. 
November  25. 


Letters  for  publication  may 
be  faxed  to  0171-782  5046. 


mental  aspect  of  the  part  that  the  mu¬ 
seum  plays  in  maintaining  civilised 
values:  the  support  that  it  gives, 
through  its  collections  and  its  cura¬ 
tors.  to  scholarship.  Any  measures 
which  inhibit  access  to  the  collections 
will  inevitably  damage  the  cause  of 
teaching  and  research  in  the  human¬ 
ities:  there  is  even  a  risk  that  certain 
disciplines  (such  as  numismatics, 
which  is  not  zaughr  in  universities) 
will  disappear  altogether  if  not  fos¬ 
tered  in  foe  museum. 

The  preservation  and  study  of  foe 
past  are  not  luxuries,  but  essential 
components  of  our  civilisation.  With¬ 
out  them,  the  humane  values  for 
which  this  country  was  once  admired 
cannot  survive. 

It  is  tragic  thai  the  Government  is 
compounding  the  deleterious  effects  of 
cuts  in  university  funding  with  a 
further  blow  to  the  greatest  of  our 
national  repositories  of  knowledge. 
We  must  hope  that  foe  Trustees  will 
be  able  to  resist  the  pressures  that 
now  threaten  yet  another  irreplace¬ 
able  national  institution. 

Yours  faithfully, 

NICHOLAS  MANN. 

Director. 

The  Warburg  Institute, 

Woburn  Square,  WC1. 

November  25. 

From  Professor  Emeritus 
G.  B.  Winter 

Sir.  The  value  of  the  British  Museum 
as  “a  great  educational  resource" 
(letter.  November  21)  was  highlighted 
in  a  visit  l  paid  there  yesterday.  Large 
groups  of  bright-eyed  primary  school 
children  and  their  teachers  filled 
many  parts  of  the  building.  Their 
evident  excitement  communicated  it¬ 
self  to  all  around,  including  those  of 
us  no  longer  in  the  flower  of  youth. 

Surely  any  imposition  of  an  en¬ 
trance  charge  which  might  adversely 
affect  these  activities  would  be  a  great 
shame.  Let  us  hope  that  wiser  coun¬ 
sels  prevail  and  that  free  access  to  this 
wonderful  museum  is  maintained. 

Yours  faithfully. 

G.  B.  WINTER. 

I  Hartfield  Close. 

EJstree.  Hertfordshire. 

November  21. 


School  tests 

From  Mrs  June  Benn 

Sir.  Two  senior  A-level  English  exam¬ 
iners  have  resigned  because  they  feel 
that  the  marking  system  will  penalise 
flair  and  originality  (report.  Novem¬ 
ber  23).  As  a  former  teacher  I  find  it 
ironic  that  in  a  subject  like  literature 
at  this  level,  in  which  I  can  remember 
real  originality  based  on  scholarship 
being  encouraged  —  especially  in  the 
old  grammar  schools  and  in  foe  S~ 
level  papers — it  is  now  beyond  the  wit 
of  the  bureaucrats  who  set  the  papers 
to  recognise  excellence. 

On  the  other  hand,  in  a  maths  test 
for  13-year-olds  (report,  November  21), 
foe  question  (on  “number  sense")  re¬ 
quired  an  approximate  answer.  They 
were  asked  about  how  many  times  a 
heart  beats  in  an  hour  if  it  beats  72 
times  a  minute.  The  answer  had  to  be 
one  of  four  given.  Why  not  get  the 
benighted  adolescents  to  actually 
multiply  60  by  72  (4320)  instead  of 
asking  for  an  approximate  answer 
(4300)  which  could  very  well  be 
guessed  at?  Multiple  choice  is  the 
wrong  type  of  question  for  maths  at 
this  level. 

1  despair  of  our  education  system, 
We  need  both  rigour  and  creativity  — 
but  at  different  times,  at  different 
stages  and  for  different  subjects. 

Yours  sincerely, 

JUNE  BENN. 

St  Andrew's  House, 

113  Mycenae  Road.  Blackheath.  SE3. 
November  23. 

From  Dr  N.  G.  McCrum 

Sir.  Mr  McClure  (letter.  November 
20)  states  that  “most  German  parents 
that  I’ve  spoken  to  in  explaining  the 
idea  of  league  tables  find  the  idea 
preposterous  not  to  say  warped". 

That  is  a  realistic  view,  since  by  far 
the  greater  number  of  German 
schools  “graduate"  their  own  pupils  — 
there  is  no  national  test  The  pupils  sit 
exams  set  and  marked  by  their 
teachers,  so  one  school  cannot  be 
compared  to  another. 

Yours  faithfully, 

N.  G.  McCRUM. 

Hertford  College,  Oxford. 

November  21. 

From  Mr  John  D.  Miller 

Sir.  Now  this  year’s  league  tables 
have  been  published,  is  it  not  rime  to 
play  ‘Fantasy  School"?  The  winners 
could  receive  fantasy  qualifications  to 
secure  fantasy  jobs. 

Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  D.  MILLER. 

54  Leslie  Road.  N2. 

November  20. 


Their  number’s  up 

From  Mr  P.  D.  Mason 

Sir,  Your  report  about  side-bets  on  the 
National  Lottery  (November  25)  sug¬ 
gests  that  “a  number  of  ministers”  are 
not  against  foe  practice. 

A  number?  What  number?  Wholl 
give  me  odds  on  three? 

Yours  faithfully, 

P.  D.  MASON. 

8  Chesterfield  Road.  Chiswick.  W4. 
November  25. 
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COURT  CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
Nownber  27:  His  Excellency  Mr 
George  Williams  was  received  in 
audience  by  The  Queen  and  pre¬ 
sented  the  Letters  of  Recall  of  his 
predecessor  and  his  own  Letters  of 
Commission  as  High  Commissioner 
tor  the  Commonwealth  of  Dominica 
in  London. 

Sir  John  Cedes  (Permanent  Under¬ 
secretary  of  Stale  lor  Foreign  and 
Commonwealth  Affairs)  was  present. 

Mr  Derek  Conway  MP  (Vice- 
Chamberlain  of  the  Household)  was 
received  in  audience  by  The  Queen 
and  presented  an  Address  from  (he 
House  of  Commons  to  which  Her 
Majesty  was  graciously  pleased  to 
make  reply. 

Mrs  Rena  Gibbs  was  received  by 
The  Queen  when  Her  Majesty  deco¬ 
rated  her  with  the  Royal  Victorian 
Medal  (Silver). 

The  Duke  of  Edinburgh.  Patron, 
this  morning  presented  the  Annual 
British  Athletic  Federation  Awards  at 
Buckingham  Palace. 

His  Royal  Highness.  Patron  and 
Trustee,  today  anoidcd  Receptions  at 
St  James's  Palace  for  young  people 
who  have  achieved  the  Gold  Stan¬ 
dard  in  The  Duke  of  Edinburgh's 
Award. 

The  Duke  of  Edinburgh.  Patron 
and  Trustee,  this  afternoon  gave  a 
Luncheon  and  afterwards  chaired  a 
meeting  of  die  Trustees  of  The  Duke 
of  Edinburgh's  Award  at  Bucking¬ 
ham  Palace. 

His  Royal  Highness.  Honorary 
Member.  Smea Ionian  Society  of  Civil 
Engineers,  this  evening  attended  a 
Dinner  at  the  Institution  of  Civil 
Engineers.  I  Great  George  Street. 
Westminster.  London  SWI. 

Mrs  Lilian  Phillips  (Deputy 
Lieutenant  of  West  Sussex)  was 
present  at  Gatwick  Airport,  London, 
this  morning  upon  the  Departure  of 
the  Governor-General  of  St  Vmcent 
and  the  Grenadines  and  Lady 
Anirobus  and  bade  farewell  to  Their 
Excellencies  on  behalf  of  The  Queen. 

The  Duke  of  Edinburgh.  Patron 
and  Twelfth  Man.  Lord's  Taverners, 
was  represented  fay  Sir  Colin 
Cowdrey  at  the  Service  of  Thanks¬ 
giving  for  the  Life  of  Mr  Leslie 
Crowther  which  was  held  in  St  John's 
Wood  Church.  London  NWS.  this 
morning. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  was  repre¬ 
sented  by  Sir  David  Frost 
The  Prince  Edward  was  repre¬ 
sented  by  Mr  Terry  Wogan. 
November  27:  The  Prince  Edward. 
Trustee,  this  afternoon  anended  a 


Lord  Roskill 

The  Memorial  Service  for  Lord 
Rnsktil  will  be  held  in  Winchester 
Cathedra]  an  Saturday.  January 
25.  IW7.  at  230pm. 

The  Portsmouth 
Grammar  School 

The  Governors  are  pleased  to 
announce  that  Dr  Timothy  Hands, 
currently  Second  Master  at 
Whitgift  School  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  to  succeed  Mr  Tony  Evans 
as  Headmaster  in  September  1997  ’ 
when  Mr  Evans,  currently  Chair¬ 
man  of  HMC,  takes  up  his  position 
as  Head  Master  of  King's  College 
School,  London. 


Heads  of  Mission 
Assembly 

The  Ambassador  of  Argentina  and 
Senora  de  PGrter.  the  Ambassador  of 
the  Azerbaijan  Republic,  the  High 
Commissioner  of  Malawi  and  Mis 
Muwamba.  the  Ambassador  of  Mon¬ 
golia  and  Mrs  Navchaa  and  Mr  J.R. 
Mon  ray.  Managing  Director  of  the 
Latin  American  and  Caribbean  Cul¬ 
tural  Society,  were  the  hosts  at  the 
annual  Heads  of  Mission  Assembly 
held  Iasi  night  at  Le  Meridien 
Piccadilly. 

Mine  Sevi!  Aliyeva.  Miss  Zarila 
Aliyeva,  the  Apostolic  Nuncio.  Lord 
and  Lady  Armstrong  of  nminster.  Sir 
Robin  and  Lady  Ren  wick.  Sir  John 
Leahy  and  Mr  Philip  Asdey.  Vice- 
Marshal  of  the  Diplomatic  Corps, 
were  the  guests  of  honour. 


Luncheon  fbflawed  by  a  meeting  of 
the  Trustees  of  The  Duke  of  Edin¬ 
burgh's  Award  at  Buckingham 
Palate. 

November  27:  The  Princess  Royal  this 
morning  visited  Cookridge  Hospital, 
Cookridge.  Leeds,  and  was  received 
by  Her  Majesty's  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
West  Yorkshire  (Mr  John  Lyles). 

Her  Royal  Highness.  Patron.  Nat¬ 
ional  Association  of  Ctinent  Advice 
Bureaux,  this  afternoon  visited 
Bradford  Citizen's  Advice  Bureau,  17 
Canal  Road.  Bradford. 

The  Princess  Royal.  Patron. 
SENSE  -  the  National  Deafblind  and 
Rubella  Association,  afterwards  vis¬ 
ited  a  unit  for  deafblind  pupils  n 
Thom  Park  School.  Thom  Lane. 
Bing  ley  Road.  Bradford. 

Her  Royal  Highness  later  gave  the 
Opening  Address  at  the  Health 
Visitors'  Association's  Conference  at 
the  Harrogate  Interna  buna!  Centre. 
Harrogate,  and  was  received  by  Mr 
David  Nelson  [Deputy  Lieutenant  of 
North  Yorkshire). 

CLARENCE  HOUSE 
November  27:  Queen  Elizabeth  The 
Queen  Mother  this  morning  visited 
the  Royal  Smiihfieid  Show  at  Earls 
Court. 

The  Lady  An  pda  Oswald.  Major 
Sir  Ralph  Anstruther.  Bt.  and  Mr 
Martin  Leslie  were  in  attendance: 
YORK  HOUSE 

November  27:  The  Duke  or  Kent  this 
morning  received  the  Syrian  foreign 
Minister.  Mr  Farouk  Al-Shata'a.  at 
York  House,  St  James's  Palace. 

His  Royal  Highness  President, 
bier  this  morning  anended  the 
exhibition  Conflicts  Since  1915  at  the 
Imperial  War  Museum.  Lambeth 
Road.  London  SEI. 

THATCHED  HOUSE  LODGE 
November  27:  Princess  Alexandra 
this  afternoon  opened  the  Anchor 
Centre.  Paisley,  and  was  received  by 
Her  Majesty’s  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Renfrewshire  (the  Lord  Gootd). 

Her  Royal  Highness  President  of 
Sight  Savers  International  (Royal 
Commonwealth  Society  for  the 
Blind),  accompanied  by  the  Hon  Sir 
Angus  Ogflvy.  this  evening  attended 
a  Dinner  given  by  Sight  Savers  and 
the  Pakistan  Community  of  Edin¬ 
burgh  and  East  of  Scotland,  at  the 
MacRobert  Pavilion,  Royal  Highland 
Centre,  ingliston.  Edinburgh. 

Princess  Alexandra  was  received 
by  Her  Majesty's  Lard- Lieu  tenant  of 
the  City  of  Edinburgh  (Mr  Erie  1 
Milligan,  the  Righr  Hon  the  Lord 
Provcsi).  j 


Birthdays  today 

Mr  Kriss  Akabusj,  athlete.  38;  Miss 
Fiona  Armstrong,  broadcaster,  40; 
Sir  Gordon  Beveridge.  ViceChan- 
cellor.  The  Queen's  University.  Bel¬ 
fast,  63;  Lady  Bottomky.  90;  Vice- 
Admiral  Sir  David  Brown.  69;  Mr 
Geoffrey  Clarke,  anisi  and  sculptor. 
72:  Sir  David  Croom-Jahnson.  former 
Lord  Justice  of  Appeal  8 2:  Mr 
Alistair  Darling.  MP.  -13c  Mr  F.CJL. 
du  Preez.  former  rugby  player.  61;  Mr 
Terence  Frisby.  playwright,  actor  and 
producer.  64:  Mr  Tony  Garrett, 
director  of  campaigning  and  chief 
agent.  Conservative  Central  Office. 
4*  the  Right  Rev  M.G.  Hare  Duke, 
former  Bishop  of  St  Andrews. 
Dutikeid  and  Dunblane.  71;  Lord 
Macdonald.  49:  Mr  Keith  Miller, 
former  cricketer.  77:  General  Sir 
David  Mostyn.  68;  Miss  Dervb 
Murphy,  author.  65:  Sir  Idris  fence, 
chartered  surveyor.  63;  Sir  Lewis 
Robertson,  industrialist.  74:  the  Right 
Rev  Patrick  Rodger,  former  Bishop  of 
Oxford.  7£n  Lieutenant-General  Sir 
Robert  Ross.  57:  Sir  Saxon  Tate, 
former  chairman.  London.  FOX.  65; 
Mr  Raymond  Whitney.  MP.  66. 


Anniversaries 

BIRTHS:  William  Blake,  poet,  en¬ 
graver  and  painter.  London.  1757: 
Friedrich  Engels,  co-author  of  the 
Communist  Manifesto.  Barmen, 
Germany.  1820:  Anion  Rubinstein, 
pianist  and  composer.  Moldavia. 
1829;  Nancy  Mitford.  novelist. 
London.  1904. 

DEATHS:  Gian  Bernini,  sculptor. 
Rome.  1680:  Wilhebnina.  Queen  of 
The  Netherlands  1890-1948.  Hrt  Loo. 
1962;  Rosalind  Russcfl.  actress.  Bev¬ 
erley  HD  Is.  California,  1976. 


Historic  collection  covers  500  years  of  printing 

£495,000  grant  saves 
rare  type  archive 

By  John  Young 


A  GRANT  of  €495.000  to  the 
Type  Museum  in  south 
London  to  acquire  one  of  the 
world's  most  important  collec¬ 
tions  of  historic  type  artefacts 
and  archives  was  announced 
this  week  by  the  National 
Heritage  Memorial  Fund 
(NHMF). 

The  Stephenson  Blake  col¬ 
lection  is  owned  by  a  Sheffield 
company  of  typefounders  es¬ 
tablished  in  ISIS  which  in  the 
last  150  years  has  acquired  the 
type  punches  and  matrices  of 
most  of  the  main  London 
typefounders  going  back  to 
the  earliest  days  of  printing 
more  than  five  centuries  ago. 
It  indudes  types  used  in  the 
first  English  newspapers  and 
in  most  of  the  books  printed 
in  English  since  1720. 

The  collection,  which  con¬ 
tains  some  600  sets  of  hard- 
cut  steel  letter  punches  and 
more  than  5,000  sets  of  matri¬ 
ces  used  to  cast  type,  as  well  as 
extensive  archives  and  library 
materiaL  was  at  risk  of  being 
broken  up  and  sold  abroad.  It 
is  at  present  in  a  factory 
basement  in  Sheffield  but  will 
be  temporarily  housed  by  the 
Oxford  University  Press. 

The  private  treaty  sale  was 
arranged  through  Midiad 
Hesddne.  Sotheby’s  printing 
expert,  after  years  of  negotia¬ 
tions.  Anthea  Case,  director  of 
the  NHMF.  said  yesterday 
that  as  a  result  of  die  acquisi¬ 
tion  the  museum  would  hold 
one  of  the  world's  most  com¬ 
prehensive  collections  of  arte¬ 
facts  relating  to  the  heritage  of 
the  printed  word. 

The  museum's  buildings  in 
StockwdL  formerly  a  Victori¬ 
an  horse  hospital  occasionally 


used  by  mens  elephants,  is  to 
be  refurbished  over  the  next 
two  years  and  will  contain 
exhibition  and  gallery  space 
and  educational  workshops. 
It  already  houses  some  eight 
million  artefacts  which  for¬ 
merly  belonged  to  the  Mono¬ 
type  Corporation. 

For  much  of  this  century 
the  corporation,  founded  in 
1897.  supplied  automated 
typesetting  equipment  used 
to  produce  books  and  news¬ 
papers  in  most  ports  of  the 
world.  Before  that  type  had  to 
be  cleaned  after  use  and  then 
distributed  back  into  type 
cases  ready  to  be  used  again. 
The  new  system,  which  cast 
fresh  type  from  molten  lead* 
and  in  which  the  compositor 
worked  at  a  keyboard,  pro¬ 
duced  huge  savings  in  time 
and  labour. 

With  the  demise  of  hot- 
metal  printing,  now  largely 
superseded  by  computerised 
typesetting,  the  corporation 
went  into  receivership  in 
1992.  and  many  of  its  ma¬ 
chines  and  nearly  all  its 
archives  were  purchased  by 
the  Merrion  Monotype  Trust 
with  financial  help  from  the 
NHMF  and  the  Science  Mu¬ 
seum.  The  machines  are  still 
operated  on  a  commercial 
basis  within  the  type  museum 
under  the  direction  of  Dim- 
can  Avery,  who  joined  the 
corporation  in  1945. 

Monotype  Hot  Metal,  of 
Which  Mr  Avery  is  managing 
director,  employs  just  four 
sldHed  craftsmen  compared 
with  2500  in  the  corpora¬ 
tion's  heyday.  It  supplies 
about  20  small  firms  in 
Britain  but  its  main  markets 
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Forthcoming 
marriages 


Some  Monotype  steel  display  purines  showing 
various  typefaces  and  designs  - 


are  in  Third  World  countries 
where  letterpress  is  stQl  wide¬ 
ly  used.  . 

The  Monotype  Archive  in¬ 
cludes  much  material  from 
The  Times,  which  in  1908 
became  the  first  and  only 
national  newspaper  to  em¬ 
ploy  Monotype:  Although  Li¬ 
notype  was  in  general  use  for 
speed  reasons.  The  Times 
found  Monotype  more  suit¬ 
able  for  its  City  pages  in 
which  stock  market  prices 
could  be  easily  altered  by 
replacing  single  characters. 

In  1932  The  Times  New 


Royal  engagements  Memorial  service 


Hie  Queen  and  die  Duke  of  Edin¬ 
burgh  will  attend  a  service  in  West¬ 
minster  Abbey  at  7.00  to  mark  the 
Forvoo  Declaration. 

The  Duke  of  Edinburgh,  as  Senior 
Fellow,  will  present  the  Royal  Acad¬ 
emy  of  Engineering  Mac  Robert 
award  at  Buckingham  Palace  at 
10.00;  as  Patron  and  Trustee  of  The 
Duke  of  Edinburgh's  Award,  will 
attend  a  reception  at  the  London 
Hilton  on  Park  Lane  hi  12.15:  and,  as 
President  of  die  English-Speaking 
Union,  will  present  the  1996  Duke  of 
Edinburgh  English  Language  Book 
Competition  awards  and  me  ESU 
English  Language  awards  and  pre¬ 
side  at  a  meeting  of  the  ESU 
Language  Committee  at  Buckingham 
Palace  at  3.00.  Later,  be  win  attend 
the  London  Federation  of  dubs  for 
Young  People's  93rd  senior  boring 
finals  at  the  London  Hilton  on  fork 
Lane  at  9  JO. 

The  Princess  Royal.  as  President  of 
the  Patrons.  Crime  Concern,  will 
attend  the  Violence  in  Schools  semi¬ 
nar.  Bunnah  Castro!  headquarters. 
Pipers  Way.  Swindon,  at  10.15:  will 
visit  Motorola.  Euroway  Business 
Park.  Swindon,  at  11.40;  as  President 
of  the  Save  the  Children  Fund,  will 
unveil  a  plaque  at  Marlborough 
Library  at  1.2  to  commemorate 
Eglamync  Jebb  as  founder  of  the 
fond;  will  open  a  new  sports  haft.  St 
Frauds  School.  Marlborough  Road. 
Pewsey.  at  2.10;  as  President  of  The 
Princess  Royal  Trust  for  Carers,  will 
attend  the  official  launch  of  Kama 
Carets  Centre.  Old  Ford  Court.  High 
Street.  Pewsey.  at  3.05:  and  will  open 
Oats  purchased  by  Sarsen  Housing 
Association  from  the  Ministry  of 
Defence.  Tidwartfa.  at  4.15. 

Princess  Alexandra  will  visit  the 
Hang  Kong  City  of  Tomorrow  ex¬ 
hibition  at  the  City  Art  Centre. 
Market  Street.  Edinburgh,  at 
9JG. 


Mr  Leslie  Crowther 
The  Duke  of  Edinburgh,  Patron 
and  Twelfth  Man.  The  Lord's 
Taverners,  was  represented  by  Sir 
Colin  Cowdrey,  who  also  read  I/by 
Rudyard  Kipling,  at  a  service  of 
celebration  for  the  life  of  Mr  Leslie 
Crowther.  entertainer,  held  yes¬ 
terday  at  St  John's  Wood  Church. 

The  Prinoe  of  Wales  was  repre¬ 
sented  by  Sir  David  Frost,  and 
Prince  Edward  by  Mr  Terry 
Wogan.  The  Rev  John  Slater  and 
the  Rev  Richard  Hall  officiated. 

Miss  Charlotte  Crowther  and 
Miss  Liz  Crowther.  daughters,  and 
Mr  Nick  Crowther.  son.  gave 
readings.  Mr  Michael  Grade:  Mr 
Barry  Cryer  and  Mr  Patrick  ■ 
Shervington  paid  tribute. 

The  Prime  Minister  was  repre¬ 
sented  by  Mr  Raman  Subba  Row. 
Among  others  present  were: 

Mis  Crowther  (widow).  Mr  and  Mrs 
Peter  Stevens  and  Mr  and  Mrs  David 
Taraskevtcs  (sons-in-Itw  and 
daughters}.  Mr  Adam  Calkin  (son- 
in-law).  Mrs  Nick  Crowther 
(dauglitertJHaw).  Sara.  Kristina. 
Matthew  and  Anthony  Stevens.  Miss 
Sarah  and  Miss  CaAleen  lynott. 
Natasha  and  Lukas  TSxaskevfcs. 
Alexandra.  Clemency  and  Maddle 
Calkin  and  Leah  and  Sacha 
Crowther  (grandchildren)  with 
other  members  of  the  family. 

Mr  Ken  Lawrence  (chairman.  The 
Lord's  Taverners)  with  other  trustees 
and  members,  members  of  the  Lady 
Taverners  and  The  Young  Lord's 
Taverners;  Mr  Roger  Knight 
(secretary.  MCC).  the  Hon  Tim  Lamb 
(chief  executive.  TCCB).  Mr  Clin 
Gin  oft  (president.  Nottinghamshire 
County  cricket  Club).  Mrs  Betty 
Su nidge  (Surrey  county  Cricket 
Club).  Professor  K  V  Mortimer 
(president.  Pot  Lid  Society).  Ms 
Diane,  Han  (vice-president.  Stan 
Organisation  for  S pasties). 

Lord  and  Lady  Auckland  Lord  Rbc. 
Lady  NeGL  Mr  and  Mrs  D  Allen.  Mr 
Brian  AspftaL  Mr  J  a  Atkinson.  Mr 


Tom  Atiwood,  Mr  Brian  Bald  ock.  Mr 
C  Barker.  Mr  and  Mis  Peter  Beadle, 
the  Rev  Guy  Bennett.  Mr  Bob  Bevan. 
Mr  Peter  Bums.  Ms  Beryl  Birch.  Mr 
and  Mix  John  Boulter,  Mr  Tony 
Bootm.  Mr  Leslie  Bower.  Ms  Annie 
Bright.  Mr  A  Brown,  Mr  and  Mrs  E 
Buod,  Ms  SyWa  Burton. 

Mr  Nell  Durden-SmJtb  and  Miss 
Judith  Chalmers,  Mrs  M  Chapman. 
Ms  Hazel  Church.  Ms  Ros  CUne.  Ms 
Carol  Coaker.  Mr  Leslie  Collins. 
Commander  Philip  Cookson.  Mr 
Ron  Crowther.  Mr  Frank  Crazier  .Ms 
Pamela  CundelL  Ms  Lorna  Dallas. 
Ms  Gillian  Debenham -Taylor,  Mr 
and  Mrs  D  Doble.  MrMDce  Denness. 
Mr  David  Drummond,  Ms  Margaret 
Dunn.  Mr  Derek  Dunnetr.  Ms  Peggy 
Cummings.  Mr  Paul  EilfoL 

Ms.  5.  Emburey.  Mr  Anthony 
FttJrbalm,  Mr  ‘James  gallon.  Mr 
John  FliigleioA,  Ms  Glaenr  Freeland, 
Mr  Michael  FrewlnrMr  David  Frierr. 
Mr  Michael  Guyan.  Mr  Geon 
Harper,  Mr  Graham  Harrison.  Mr 
Ian  Hepburn.  Mr  Andrew  Hilton. 
Mr  Simon  Hughes,  Mr  David  Irving. 
Ms  Jenny  Junkm.  Mr  Richard 
Kershaw.  Ms  Anna  Karen.  Mr  J 
Kavanagh,  the  Rev  Christopher 
Kevin- Davies.  Mrs  Carmel  Klnnear. 
Mr  Mi  chad  Leader.  Mr  Ronnie 
Leigh  Hunt.  Mr  John  LewingtoruMr 
Donald  Motley,  Mr  D  Murray,  Mr 
Roger  Oakley. 

Mrs  Lisa  E  Parkes.  Mr  Nicholas 
Parsons.  Mr  Colin  Peglw,  Mr  BUI 
Pertwee.  Mr  John  Price.  Mr  BUI 
Robertson,  Mr  Nigel  Seale,  Miss 
Rosemary  Squires.  Ms  Betty 
Surridge.  Mr  Tony  Swainson.  Mr 
BUI  Tidy.  Mr  Fred  Trueman.  Mr 
Charles  Vance.  Miss  Domlnir  ~ 
Walsb.  Mr  and  Mrs  Dan  Walters, 
Eddie  Waters. 

Representatives  of  the  Concert 
Artistes  Association,  the  foundation 
for  Children  with  Leukaemia.  Billy 
March  Associates.  Bath  Cricket 
Club,  the  Regents  Park  Hilton, 
Grenada  Television.  HTV.  the  | 
Bristol  Evening  Post,  the  British  ! 
Music  Hall  sodety.  the  Chapel  Of  St  I 
George,  Heathrow  Airport,  the  I 
Hemd  Hempstead  Round  Table. 
Memory  Makers,  the  Club  for  Acts 
and  Actors.  West  Hill  Park  School. 
Wimbledon  Theatre  Club,  the  : 
S  pasties  Town  wo  men's  Guild  with  ! 
many  other  TRverneo  and  friends.  | 


Roman  typc&ee.  introduced 
at  the  paper  by  the  fate 
Stanley  M orison,  became 
widely  adopted  all  over  the 
world  because  of  its  clarity 
and  simplicity.  .Metal  type  a 
stQl  regarded  by  discriminat¬ 
ing  publishers^*  aesthetical¬ 
ly  superior  to.  modem  photo- 
dectronk  techniques. 

The  museum,  at  100 
Haddord  Road.  London 
SW9  OQU,  is  open  to  small 
groups  by  appointment  only. 
Bookings  can  be  .  made  by 
telephone  0171-7357074  or  fax 
0171-7350039.  : 


Society  of 

Environmental 

Engineers 


armorial  ensigns  to  die  Socjefy  of 
Environmental  Engineers  were  pre¬ 
sented  on  behalf  of  The  Queen  by 
Commander  J-McK.  ludgate,  RD. 
DU  RNR.  and  Mr  John  Broofce- 
Lftrie,  CVO.  Cbrenceox  Kits  of 
Arms,  test  night  an  board  HQS 
Wellington.  The  Letters  Patent  were 
received  an  behalf  of  the  Society  by 
foe  President.  Professor  Enc 
Lairbwaite.  Hie  guest  lecture  was 
given  by  Sir  Eric  Mecsfbrth,  CBE. 
DL.  FEng.  and  tbe  Society  Chairman. 
Professor  Raymond  Clark,  F5EE. 
FRPS.  also-'spokrv-  Among  "those 
■  present werer  7  •'  '■ 

Mrs  Rosemary  Balnbridge.  Mr 
James  B&inbrldsfc  Mrs  Susan 
Measforth  Baron,  FCA.  Mr  Mervyn  L 
de  CaJdna-GofL  MSEE,  FRPS.  Mr 
and  Mrs  Michael  Firth.  Mrs  Eric 
Lalthwaire,  The .  viscountess  Long 
and  Dr  Mary  Robertson. 


Breakfast 

The  institute  of  Business  Ethics 
The  Lord  Major  was  a  speaker  at  a 
breakfast  held  yesterday  at  the  Man¬ 
sion  House  to  mark  foe  tenth 
anniversary  of  the  Instinne  of  Busi¬ 
ness  Ethics.  Mr  Neville  Cooper.. 
Chairman  of  foe  IBP,  presided.  Dr 
Zaki  Badawi.  Principal  erf  the  Muslim 
College,  Lard  Jennn  of  Roding. 
Chairman  of  foe  Friends'  Provident 
Life  Office.  Mr  Tim  Mdvfifc-Ross. 
Director  General  of  the  Institute  of 
Dimaorc.  Sir  Bryan  Nkhoteoo. 
Chairman  of  BUPA,  Mr  John  Reeve. 
Chairman  of  Willis  Cotroon.  Mr 
Jeremy  Strachan.  Director  of  Glaxo 
Wdkome.  Mr  Keith  Tayfc*.  Chair¬ 
man  of  Esso  UK  and  Mr  Snaky 
IQaer.  Director  of  foe  IBE.  also  spake. 
175  guests  attended.  , 


Dr  NJ.  Bartow- 
and  Miss  K- Rrfdfanit 
The- engagement  is  announced 
between  Nicholas  Percy,  elder  son 
of  Dr  and  Mrs  David  Bartow,  of 
Dulwich.  London,  and  Kristine, 
younger  daughter  of  Mrs  Marion 
pybmg.  of  Sandvika*  Norway, 
and  the  late  Mr.Emar  Gabriel 
RgdiaraL 

Mr  NAA  Brewster 
and  Mbs  SJ\  Park  - 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Nicholas,  son  of  Danid 
and  Qtristioe.  Brewster,  and  Su¬ 
zanne.  daughter  of  Milton  and 
Jeanette  Fark.  •  • 

Mr  J.D.  Fowler 
and  Miss  HJ,  Frost 
.  The  engagement  is  announced- 
between  Jariod,  elder  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  David  Fowler,  of  Bristol 
and  Helen,  elder  daughter  of  Mr 
and  Mis  Janies .  Frost,  of- 
rniiinigirm,  Buckinghamshire. 

Mr  ELM.  ftaser 
and  Mbs  R.W.  Shaw- 
The  engagement .  is  announced 
between  Hugh,  eider  son  of 
Ijhseenaht  Colonel  and  Mrs  I.M. 
Fraser,  pf  Brechin.  Angus,  and 
Rebecca;  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
Michael  Shaw,  of  Hartfidd,  Sussex. 
Mr  P-J-Kftsoa 
and  Mhs  EJL  Dux 
The  engagement  is  .  announced  ' 
between  Paul  eldest  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Rny  Kitson.  of  Ipswich.  Suf¬ 
folk,  and  Iiz.  youngest  daughter  of 
Dr  and -Mrs  Eric  .  Dux,  of  Rfeh- 
mond/Surrey. 

Mr  M-ToroKn 
and  Mess  N1  Everett  : 

Tbe  engagement  is  announced 
between  Mark:  son  ofMrand  Mre 
D.  Tbrafoipf  Stevenage:  Hertford¬ 
shire,  iiiri  Nicola,  daughter  cf  Mr 
andcMrs  C~  Everett,  of  Hohvefi. 
Hertfordshire.1  ‘  ■  • 


Mr  A.  Chapman 

and  Miss  K-M-C  Branriwfl 

The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Anthony,  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Vincent  Chapman,  of 
WhitweD,  Hertfordshire,  and 
Katharine,  daughter  of  Mr  ana 
Mrs  Grant  Bramwefl,  of 
Hincaster.  Cumbria. 

Mr  A.  Curing 
and  Miss  VJi.  Arern 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Abstain  younger  son  of 
Colonel  R.H.  and  the  Hem  Mrs 
Cuming,  of  Swanbourne. 
BuddngMinshire.  and  Victoria 
Helen,  elder  daughter  of  Mr  atw 
Mrs  Peter.  Avon.,  of  lGrdfotti. 
West  Sussex. 

Mr  AJ-  Hardwkkr 
and  Mbs  AM.G.  WflDs 
The  engagement  is  announced,^ 
between  Alexander,  elder  son 
the  late  Mr  David  Hardwicke  and 
of  Mrs  Hardwicke:  of  HunC-' 
Berkshire,-  and  Alexandra,  elder 
of  Mr  mid  Mrs  Merrick 
WiUis.  of  Cambridge, 
punbridgeshire. 

Marine  JP.  Varney 
and  Miss  D.  Gladden 
The  engagement  is  anrxxmccd 
between  Paul,  younger  son  of  Mr 
and’ Mrs  Martin  Varney,  of  Tor- 
bay.  Devon,  and  Donna,  younger 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Keith 
Gladden,  erf  Carpenders  Park. 
Hertfordshire. 

Mr  J.L  Wax 
and  Mbs  E.V.  Pink 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Jonathan,  son  of  the  late' 
Mr  E.  Wax  and  of  Mrs  Thebna- 
Wax.  of  Ramsbuty.  Wiltshire,  and: 
Emma,  youngest  daughter  of  Mr 
and  Philip  Pink,  of  Win¬ 
chester.  Hampshire. 


Luncheons 


Prime  Minister 

The  Prime  MnutterWarihe  host «  a 
luncheon  hdd  '  yesterday  ar  10 
-Downmg;-Siree(  m  honour  of  Seftar 
Don  Jose'  Maria  Aznar.  Prime  Mxn- 
i«cr  of  Spain- The  other  guests  were: 
Tbe  Ambassador  at  Spain.  Sefior  Don 
Cartes  Bastanecht  feftor  Don  Jort. 
Rodrlsuez-Soltnl.  Seftor  Don  Bamdn 
GB-Casarcs.  Mr  Paul  Lever.  Mr  David 
Brtgbqr.  Mr  Brian  flenderand  Mr  John 
Holmes.  - 

Carlton  Club 

Mr  Midiad  Howard.  QC.  Secretary 
erf  State  for  .foe  Hone  Department, 
was  foe  guest  erf  honour  and  weaker 
at  a  Iimrtiwnn  of  foe  Cmlliai  Chb 
Political  Coromfltee  held  yesterday  at . 
foe  chib.  -Sr'Brian  GaswdL  chair- 
.man  tlie  muiinft.^[  presided 
Sir  William  van  Straubenzce.  a  vice- 
president.  also  spoke.  . 

.Cooada-UK  Qnunber  ‘  _ 
of  Commerce 

Mr-Co&n  Parsons.  Executive  Chair¬ 
man  of  Taytoar  Woodrow,  was  foe 
^uen^f  honour  and  speaker  it  ’s 

dam  Chamber  erf  Gnuriereie^^^' 
yesterday  ar  foe  Londrai  HOjod  bn 
Park  Tane.  Mr  Mklutei  Chapnum. 
president  was  in  foe  chair.  .Lord 
March. .  Lord- Shaughnesty  *nd- lb? 
Agents  General  for  Quebec  and 
Western  Australia  were  among  tfaeue  . 
present.'  . 

TaBow  Ore  BiUmf  Company  . 

Mrs  .Owe  Martin,  presented  foe 
Tallow  Chandlers’  .medals  and 
awards  to  BP  apprentices  and  young' 
researches  at  a  fondwari'  held  yes¬ 
terday  at  TaDow  Chaneflers’HaD.  Mr 
Qoistcpber  HoPwtow.  Master,  pre¬ 
sided.  Mr  Rodney  Chase:  Managing 
DireoarafBP.alsospake: 

PmWt  UnriiMM  flnt. 

The  High  Sheriff  of  South  Gfaunor- 
'  gait.  MriLP.V.  Rees,  was  prcsenraf  a 
nmebeon  bdd  fay  the  Chib  at  die 
-  Marriott  Hoed.  Cardfffyesterday  in 
boaour  erf  the  Right  Hon  WIIHam 
Hagoe.  Secretary  flf  State  for  Wald.  " 
Mr  Brian  K.  Thomas:  .  .Cbaimun. 
Chrdfiff  Business  Oah.  pi’eskled.  ’ 

Sendee  dinner  • . 

Clrieft  ef  MiBtny  Mcdieri - 
ScsvfaesiaNato 

Surgeon  Vjc&Adnriral  A.L  Rod  ' 
Surgeon  GeneraL  Mimttry  oflCte-  : 
fence:  was  file  host  at  adnaterof  rite 
Chiefi  erf  MQhaiy  Medical  Services  . 
in  Namhdri  last  mgbr  at  rite  Rtwal 
Naval  Cnflegc  Greenwich:  Magor-- 
Genoa!  MJ.  De  Caiiurtt.  Surgeon 


.  General  oftfae  Belgian  Armed  Forces, 
was  the  principal  speaker.  Major- 
General  GA.  Ewer.  Major-General 
WJR.  Short  and  Air  Vke-Marshal  J  A. 
Baird  were  among  the  guests. 

Dinners 

Order  of  Malta  - 

The  Apostolic  Nuncio,  Archbishop 

-  Luigi  Barinrin.  Fra  Jose  Antonio 
Linad  Bosch.  Professor  Jtmathan 
RDey-Snafo  and  Lord  Vestey.  Lord 
Prior  trfthe  Order  of  St  John,  were  foe 
guests  of  honour  at  a  dinner  pven  by 
foe  British  Association  of  the  Sov¬ 
ereign  Military  Order  of  Malta  hut 
night  at  die  Cavalry  and  Guards 
CJub.  Mr  Peregrine  Bertie,  president 

-rtf  llie  itonV|ff]fi.  pn-fiilfd 

Two  Odes  Dining  dub 
Viscount  Craribome,  Lord  Privy  Seal 
and. Leader  of  foe  House  of  Lords. 

-  -was  the  guest  speaker  ar  a  dinner  of . 
the  Two  Cities  Dinma  Chib  held  but 

,  night  at  the  St  Ernnzri  Hold.  Mr 
'  Kenneth  Dibben,  chairman,' 
{Headed. 

Stafioncrcr and  Newspaper  •  -- 
Makers'  Company 
..Tbe  Lnrcl  Mayor,  accompanied  fay  the 
Sheriffs,  and  foe  Lard-Lieutenant  of 
Greater  London  attended  a  dvic 
dinner  hrid  hat  night  at  Stationers'  . 
HalL  Mr  Roy  FVdbck.  Master,  prejj- 
sided.  Major-General  Davidfla. 
feinriafofT,  GommandaiU-Gengtafr. 
Rcwal  Marines,  and  Mr  Vernon. 
SuUhnm.  Under  Warden,  also  spoke. 

.  In  Wit  ill*  nt  liwflaii  rrfhw> 

MrMakobn  Rffitind.  QC.  MP.  and 
Mrs  Rifkind  and  foe  High  Oannus- 
.  sioner  fee  India  and  Mrs  Singhvi 
were  the  guests  of  bonour  at  a  dinner 
held  last  n^o  at  the  fertman  Hoed ' 
to  marie  Diwali,-  -The  Bhavan  - 
institute  af  Indian  -Culture.  Mr 
Maneck.  DalaL  diainnan,  and  Dr 
M.N.  Nandataurara.  executive  direo- 
iog  received  foe’  guests. 

Grant  Mxinhiutd  Schools 


Mrs  Gfiiian  Shephard.  Secretary  of 
.  State  for  Education  and  Employ¬ 
ment.  was  the  principal  speaker  at  a 
foundation  dinner  of  die  Grant 
Maintained  Schools  Foundation  hdd 
last  night  m  Barber-Surgeons’ Hall  la  • 
made  die  success  of  Grant  Main¬ 
tained  Schools. 

n  r 

cf  Cambridgeshire;  presided  at  a 
Dinner  held  on  Monday  at  fenbrcfce 
College.  Cambridge. 


BMDS:  0171  680  6880 
PRIVATE:  0171  481  4000 


PERSONAL  COLUMN 


TRADE:  0171 481  1982 
FAX:  0171  481  9313 


[mu  uld,  T  an  tbe  iwbbk- 
thn  and  tbe  life.  Whosoever 
baa  faith  In  nie  shall  live, 
nan  tboogh  be  dies*.  Jobs 
11  :  25 


BIRTHS 


ABTUNKAL  -  On  November 
25th,  at  The  Portland 
Hospital,  born  to  Salme 
Genoa  Cnee  Oibwt)  and  Alt 
Btxa.  a  son,  M|at  Tabs  In  Can. 

BRADBURY  -  On  November 
2<Sth  at  The  Portland 
Hospital  to  Marla  and  Marie, 
another  beautiful  daughter, 
Sophie,  a  sister  to  Emily 
Victoria. 

BtUIMIIRIG- On  6th  November 
1996,  to  Summer  and 
Thomas,  a  beautiful 
daughter,  Saateua  Eleanor 
Frances. 

de  TORY  -  On  2tith  November. 
to  Andrea  and  James,  a 
daughter.  Liberty  Rose. 

LEW  -  On  21  st  November  1996 
at  Tbe  Portland  Hospital  In 
London  to  v*e  and  Jeremy  a 
beautiful  daughlex  Abigail 
but  you  can  caul  her  Abbey. 

LYLES  -  On  21st  November 
1996.  to  Kelly  (nee 
Tompkins)  and  Christopher, 
a  wn,  lames  Jonathan. 

PCRKMS  -  On  22nd  November 
1996,  to  France*  Cnrfe  Payne) 
and  Andrew,  a  daughter, 
Isabel  Frances. 

SIMMONS- Qn  November  24th 
In  Calgary,  Alberta,  to  EDm 
(nee  McIntosh)  and  Tim 
(formerly  of  Woking),  B  sou, 
Tristan  Henry  Irvine. 

SMART  -  Kathryn  (nea  Scott) 
and  Andrew  an  Proud  to 
annoones  the  birth  Of  their 
con  fames  Owen  on  10th 
November  1996, 

®RCH  -  On  Wovembet  18th 
1996,  to  Victoria  Cnee 
Fuller)  and  Charles,  a 
daughter,  Elisabeth  T-lly* 
Georgia. 

*POOMHt  -  On  14*h  November 
at  St  Thomas'  Hospital,  to 
Sarah  (a 4m  Gillespie)  and 

Ww  a  eon,  Harry  juaea. 

VAN  MEEK  ■  On  November  1 
34th  at  The  Portland 1 
Hospital,  to  Tot  I  and: 
Bernard,  n  daughter, 
Veroalque  Marilce. 

2?  November 


IE, 


DEATHS 


JU1ISON  -  (Nee  Haag)  Prisdlla 
peacefully  at  home  on 
November  25th  1996. 
Funeral  Bishops  tone 
Church,  December  2nd  at 
2pm.  Enquiries  HUIier 
Funeral  Service,  teh  (01793) 
522797. 

ASTLEY  -  Oa  November  25th 
peacefully  in  hospital  Diana 
Christian,  of  Barley,  aged  80 
years.  Beloved  wife  of  the 
late  George  Dalavel  Astley, 
dearly  loved  mother  of  Hugh 
and  Susie  and  a  much  loved 
grand  mother.  Funeral 
Service  at  Bournemouth 
Crematorium  on  Tuesday 
December  3ni  at  1 1  ml 

BESSEMER  CLARK  -  On  22nd 
November,  at  home  la 
London,  Joan  Muriel  much 
loved  aunt  of  the  late 
Anthony  and  great-aunt  of 
Sophie  and  Andrew.  Private 
cremation,  to  be  followed  by 
Thanksgiving  Service  at 
11am  on  16th  January  1997 
In  the  Chapel,  Royal 
Hospital.  Chaises.  No 
flowets  please,  by  request, 
but  donations  in  aid  of  RKLI 
(and  any  enquiries)  may  be 
addressed  to  JJL  Kenyan.  49 
Marines  Road,  London  W8 
6  LA.  teh  (0171)  937-0757. 

CAMPBELL  •  Colin  Graham 
Hunter  on  Tuesday  26th 
November,  very  suddenly 
after  a  short  Illness,  aged  54. 
The  loving  and  much  adored 
husband  of  Caro,  father  af 
Arabella.  Be  Undo  and 
Charlie  and  stepfather  of 
Charles,  Nicholas  and 
Edwazd  Hooper.  A  service  for 
the  celebration  of  his  life 
will  be  bald  at  Sc  Peter's 
Church,  Rooky,  Hampshire 
on  Moodily  2nd  December  at 
12.30  pm.  Family  flowers 
only.  Donations  to 
Winchester  and  Eaetlelsh 
Healthcare  Charitable  Trust, 
LCD-  Equipment  Fund  cJo 
Ino  Steel  ft  Son,  Chesll 
House,  Winchester. 

COOK  •  On  27  Lh  November 
1996  peacefully  In  hospital 
after  a  short  Illness.  Ina 
Lyadsay  M.B-E.  aged  87 
years.  Will  be  sadly  mined 
by  family  and  friends. 
Service  on  Monday  2nd 
December  1996  WoodraJe 
Crematorium.  Lewes  Read, 
Brighton  at  11.15  am. 
Flowers  may  be  sent  to 
J®"  “•  Kent,  108  Church 
ga^Hove,  t-L  (01273) 


MIRCU7UOH. 


CUTCXH-FE  -  Bridget  Mary  at 
The  Churchill  Hospital, 
Oafoid,  on  November  24th 
aged  82,  after  a  bsg  tUnees. 
Modi  loved  mother  of  Mary 
Ross,  Bryony  and  Peter  and 
sister  of  Georgs  and 
grandmother  of  Charles, 
Tom,  Ben  and  Michael. 
FUneral  at  St  Mary's  Church. 
Klrtllngton,  Oxford  on 
Tuesday  3id  December  at  12 
noon.  Flowers  or  danatlaas 
to  the  Alzheimer's  DMsms 
Sodety  cfo  Reeves  I  Pain. 
288  Abingdon  Road,  Oxford 
OXl  4TH 


oa  November  26th.  Margaret 
was  the  most  adored  wife  of 
John  and  wonderful  mother 
of  viwnn  Jeremy  s«»fc 
The  fnnerat  is  being 
arranged  by  Jno  Steel  6  Boo. 
Chesll  Haase,  Winchester 
01962-844044  and  will  be 
held  at  St  John's  Church, 
winchester  followed  by 
burial  with  family  only  In 
attendance.  Flowers  from 
family  only  plaass. 
Donations.  If  desired,  to  The 
Imperial  Cancer  Research 
Fund,  c/o  Ino  Steel  t  Sam 


EATON  -  On  Tuesday  26ih 
November,  1996,  peacefully 
at  home,  lu  Ramsey,  Isle  of 
Man:  Leslie  CUffozd.  dearly 
loved  husband,  father  and 
grandfather.  Funeral  oa 
Tuesday  3rd  December.  2  pm 
at  Douglas  Crematorium, 
ZOM.  Family  dowers  only 
please.  Donations  If  wished 
to  IOM  Anti-Cancer 
Association.  Enquiries  to 
Corfchill  *  Callow  Lt«L. 
Funeral  Directors.  Tel: 
01624  813114. 

FIEU3-MARSHAM  -  On 
November  24th  Major 
Robert  Edward  beloved 
husband  of  the  late  Joan 
Helen  and  formerly  of 
langroa  Green,  Cent,  died 
peacefully  iu  hts  sleep. 
Funeral  Service  on  Friday 
6th  December  it  1 L30  am  « 
St  Peters  Qrarch  Fordcombe. 
No  dowers  but  donations  If 
wished  to  the  Boat  Servants' 
Benefits  Society,  Pazstoes 
Cottage,  Bagendoa, 
Cirencester.  Oas.  GL7  7OT. 
No  memorial  service  Is  to  be 


FOftSYTHE-YOmCE  -  Francis, 
aged  27,  eon  of  Brigadier  and 
Mrs  Wolfram  Forsythe- 
Yocfea,  Homing  Upper  Street, 
near  Norwich.  Died  In  a 
accMm  on  ihi 
south  Downs,  23rd 
November  1996.  Funeral 
30th  November.  130  pm. 
Vartsb  Church,  Huvatn^  nz. 
Wraxham,  Norfolk.  Family 
flower*  only  please.  Tbs  best 
of  sons,  adored  by  his  stsrer 
and  loved  by  Rode. 

OUfSBERQ  -  Isaac  William, 
husband  of  Beatrice  and 
father  of  Aviva  and 
Susannah,  died  peacefully 
on  25th  November  In  Us 
]04th  year 

HALL  -  Suddenly  m  11th 
November  Ivan  oged  74,  m 
of  Eric  and  Barbara,  brother 
of  the  late  Pamela  8«*a*  (nee 
Hall).  Funeral  Service  at 
Mortiake  Crematorium  on 
Tuesday  3rd  December  ar 
2pm.  Enquiries  to  KenvOus 
(0171)  834-4624. 

HA— Am— 6  -  Beatrix  died 
peacefully  on  Sunday  24th 
November  1996.  Service  at 
Bt  Marylebone  Cwnuntriiun. 
East  End  bud.  Finchley.  IQ 
at  10.30  am  Taesday 
December  3  id.  Teh  (0171) 
607-2828  for  derails. 


Association  or  EoyaJ  CoUsge 
of  Nursing  Charitable  Trust 
Benevolent  Fund;  c/o  F. 
Harrison  A  S6B,  40  Harvest 
Road,  Englefleld  Green, 
Surrey  TW20  DQT. 

HUDSM  •  Norman  Webster 
032,  DJ.C,  CXng.. 
Professor  Enedta,  SOsoe 
College,  Cranfisld 

Unlvsrelty.  Aged  72, 
peacefully  at  home  on 
November  25th.  Beloved 
husband  of  Dorothy,  devoted 
father  and  father-in-law  of 
Catherine  and  Alan,  Janet 
and  John,  Deborah  and  Tony, 
loving  grandfather  of 
Marcus  and  Ruth.  Michael 
Heben  and  Thomas,  Sarah 


at  Ampthfll  Parish  Church, 
Wednesday  December  4th  at 
2  pm.  Family  flowers  only, 
donations  If  desired  to 
Leukaemia  Research,  c/o 
Neville  Funeral  Directors, 
Flltwiek  Road,  Ampthlll, 
Bedford. 

KEALY  -  Raymond  Herbert. 
SolldCos  and  former  Chief 
Executive  of  North 

Warwickshire  Borough 
Connell.  Died  26th 

November  aged  73.  Much 
missed  by  all  his  family  and 
friends. 

LLOYD  -  Peacefully  oa  2Sth 
November  1996  at  Saacra 
Marla  Hospital,  Swansea. 
ZatUeen  bobal,  much  loved 
wife  of  the  late  Wynne  U. 
Lloyd  CB,  lately  Chief 
Inspector  of  Schools  for 
Wares.  Mother  or  Jennifer 
(Lady  Ararhsr?,  gunitrauher 
of  Jans  and  Sophie,  tnuat-  > 
gisistnmther  of  Lacy,  Sasha 
end  (hear.  Funeral  Service  at  i 
Coychurch  Crematorium. 
Bridgend.  Monday  2nd 
Decombarat  230  pm.  Farntty 
Dowera  only  but  dona  dons 
to  Drtt  to  Wert  (a.niwiya 
Haematology  Fund  c/o 
Singleton  Haapllal.  Swenven. 
Fuiisi.il  DtiOLtora  St  tames 
Funeral  Hama  (01792) 
643840. 


LOCK  *  Charles  Farris.  Usd 
peacefully  November  26th. 
agad  102  Ds  voted  husband 


Angela,  grandfather  and 
gaest-gtandf ether.  Funeral 
Service  az  The  Church  of  Our 
Lady,  Warnfotd  on  Tuesday, 
December  3rd  at  11  am. 
Family  flowers  only. 
Enquiries  to  Thomas  Pink  ft. 
Boil  Tel:  01409  89264a 


MOORE  -  John,  late  of  Sbelslay 
Beauchamp,  died  November 
27th.  brother  of  Arthur  and 
mean  Private  cremation. 


HOCKLEY  •  Elizabeth  (n*e 
Fafatun  smith)  of  St  rhfllps 
House,  Blackburn.  WMmr  of 
Canon  Tom  Rocktry,  died 
peacefully  on  November 
25th  1996.  Tsaol  Service  , 
Tuesday  December  Bid  ax 
Blackburn  Cathedral  at' 
2J5pm  followed  by  privets  I 
cremation.  Family  flower* ' 
only,  donations  if  desired  to 
Friends  of  Blackburn 
Cathedral.  Enquiries:  The 
Alty  Fuamal  Sei vice,  Wlrton, 
Bteckbnm,  teh  (012B4) 
51251. 


ROMBR  -  Virginia  of 
Cranhniu  lie,  Windsor  Forest 
on  23rd  NorambaE.  Funeral 
at  Euthsmpstead  Park 
Cxsmaiorlnm,  near 

Bracknell,  Berks,  on 
Thursday  Stb  December 
230pm  No  Sowers  plsuss. 
Donsrioos  if  wished  to 
RSPJCA.  Enetdries  to  Lines 
Bannister,  69  HI  A  Street. 
Ascot,  (01344)  20266. 


STUBBS  -  Richard  (Dick) 
peacefully  2Stb  November 
aptd  87.  Beloved  husband  at 
Joyce:  adored  dad  of  Cacy 
and  ftico.  devoted  tBOtbsz: 
grandad,  fariwr-tn-law  and 
friend.  Puaeral  Service  on 
Tuesday  3rd  December ' 
13  JS  am  at  West  SuffatK 
Crematorium.  Bury  St . 
Edmunds.  Suffolk.  Family 
flowers  only  please,  i 
dnnaUous  If  desired  to  l 
Faddnsoos  Hi—i  Sodety. 
22  tipper  Woburn  Place, 
London.  WClfl  ORA. 


ac fcac 


BOWn'  .  Thomas  Henry 

gaaraaiiB 

memoriss  of  Teas.  w* 

■oOnMOTT  -  Geoff  mo 
LTrta41912-I978.nPtoS 
and  autbokMoved  hiSSl 
and  father.  'Om.i 
coustiun nation  have*. 


A.LL  TICKETS 


0171  247  4123 


1 1 1  maBWMMtt  -  Lady 

Joan  at  home  on  Monday 
Burning  November  26th, 
beloved  wife  of  the  tarn  Str 
Deuals,  very  much  loved 
mother  of  EoberZ.  GeorgL 
Caroline  and  Jacd  and 
adored  grandmother  Qojo) 
to  their  children.  FUneral 
Service  at  St  Mary  Abbots 
Church,  Kensington  W8,  <n 
Monday  2nd  December  at 
200  pm.  Family  flowers 
only.  Donations  to  St  Mary 
Abbots  Church. 


burial  at  Putney  Vale 
Cemetery.  No  flowaca. 
Donations  if  desired  to 
British  Bntomologlqal 
Sodety  or  St  John's  Cliurch, 
both  c/o  Fzedk.  rates 
Funeral  Shactm  6  Cocntee 
Lana,  Reynas  Park.  SW20. 


DCtCn  -  Eric  John  GonStm 
peacefully  Cta  26th 
November  1996  dearly  loved 
husband  of  Dora,  much 
laved  father  and 
grandfather. 


-  X’  ■  >'v"! 
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Dam*  Joan  Hammond.  DBE. 
Aiistrafi»H^p(Taiie^rajno,  ••- 
died  in  Bonmral.  New  Sooth 
Wales,  on  November  26  aged  84. 
Strewa»bona«iiMay24. 1912. 

nc  of  the  most  popular 
sopranos  to  iringm  Britain 
during  the  postwar  years, 
IfoariHammond  appeared 
with  the  leading  opera  companies: 
Covent  Garden.  Sadler’s  Wells,  the 
Carl  Rosa.  She  was  a  familiar  figure 
on  the  concert  platform  and  on  radio: 
she  also' had  a  substantial  repertoire 
in  oratorio.  But  to  the  public  at  large 
qfae  was  famous  above  all  for  a  single 
aria,  O.  hub  babbino  cam  [O  my 
beloved  papa),  from  Puccini's  opera 
Gianni  SchUxhi,  which  was  little; 
known  in  Britain  before  she  recorded 
it  A  million  copies  were  sold  —  an 
extra  onfinary  figure  for  those  eco¬ 
nomically  austere  times. 

Although  always  styling  herself 
“an  Aussie^  Joan  Hammond  was  not 
Australian  by  birth  or  parentage. 
Her  mother  and  father  were  British 
and  she  was  bom  in  Christchurch, 
New  Zealand.  But  the  family  soon 
moved  to  Sydney,  where  she  went  to 
school  at  the  Presbyterian  Ladies 
College,  Pymble,  and  later  to  the 
Sydney  Qmservatorium  of  Music, 
where  she  studied  voice  and  violin. 
From  the.  start  she  was  a  tough 
competitor,  determined  to  succeed 
whether  at  sport  or  at  music. 

A  cycling  accident  put  paid  to  a 
possible  career  as  a  violinist,  but  she 
was  soon  on  stage  ringing  small  roles 
%  the  Williamson  Opera  Company. 
Simultaneously  rite  won  the  New 
South  Wales  ladies*  Golf  Champion¬ 
ship,  which  opened  up  another 
possible  future  as  a  sports  reporter 
tor  file  Sydney  newspapers,  a  role  she 
took  on  briefly  as  well  as  being  a 
gossip  columnist 

Singing,  however,  soon  took  over 
from  journalism.  Much  encouraged 
by  the  Gowrie  family  with  whom  she 
kept  up  a  lifelong  connection —  the  1st 
Ear!  was  then  Governor  of  New 
South  Wales  —  Joan  Hammond  set 
sail  for  Europe  where  she  was  to 
spend  her  active  singing  career. 

The  immediate  prewar  years  were . 
split  between  London  and  Vienna. 
Her  London  recital  debut  included 
Eric  Coates's  The  Green  -Hills  of 
Somerset  (later  recorded  accompa¬ 
nied  by  Gerald  Moore),  a  number 
which  was  to  be  almost  as  closely 
associated  with  her  as  O  mio 
babbino  earn.  Her  first  major  operat¬ 
ic  appearance  was  at  the  Volksoiper  in 
Vienna,  where  she  was  engaged  on  a 
two-year  contract  in  1938 as  Nedda  in 


Joan  Hammond  in  one  of  her : 
as  Aida  at  Covent  Garden  in 


ices 


PaglioccL  She  turned  down  an  offer 
to  join  the  Glyndeboume  chorus  as 
having  insufficient  prestige.  More 
roles  followed  ar  the  Volksqper  and 
resulted  in  an  invitation  from  die 
Staatsoper  itself,  to  sing  Mimi  and 
Violetta. 

Then  came  the  war.  When  it  was 
over,  Hammond  sang  both  these 
roles  with  the  Staatsoper  in  the 
period  of  its  exfle  at  the  Teater  an  der 
Wien,  the  Staatsoper  having  been 
bombed  in  1945.  But  she  professed 
herself  unhappy  with  these  perfor¬ 
mances,  which  were  in  German. 

Earlier  a  contract  for  the  same  two 
parts  had  come  from  La  Scala,  Milan 
m  January  1940.  She  crossed  the 


border  to  Italy  prepared  to  sing  but, 
with  that  country  about  to  enter  the 
war  on  the  Axis  side,  she  hastily 
scuttled  bade  2d  safety  in  Britain  on 
diplomatic  advice. 

It  was  in  1941  that  she  made  her 
famous  version  of  Oh  mio  babbino 
cam  for  EMI.  The  recording  team 
was  looking  for  an  item  to  fill  up  the 
fourth  side  of  the  record  and  it  was 
Hammond's  own  suggestion.  In  her 
fast-moving  and  readable  autobiog¬ 
raphy.  A  Voice .  A  Life  (1970),  she 
daims  that  the  mighty  Waiter  Legge, 
who  was  in  charge  of  the  sessions, 
had  never  heard  of  it  That  may  or 
may  not  be  true,  but  Lauretta's  aria 
did  not  take  long  thereafter  to  work 


its  passage  into  the  public’s  heart. 

During  the  war  Joan  Hammond 
was  a  member  of  the  Carl  Rosa 
Cbmpany,  1942-45.  sang  with  the 
Dublin  Grand  Opera  Society  and 
made  numerous  tours  entertaining 
the  troops  under  the  auspices  of 
Ensa.  She  did  not  immediately 
feature  in  the  plans  of  Covent  Garden 
to  rebuild  its  opera  company  in  the 
postwar  years  under  the  directorship 
of  David  Webster.  For  the  Italian 
repertoire  the  American  soprano 
Doris  Doree  was  preferred  and 
Elisabeth  Schwarzkopf  came  in  from 
Vienna  to  sing  Violetta  in  Troviaia 
and  Mimi  in  Boheme.  Eventually 
Webster  pencilled  her  in  for 
Trovaiore  and  this  was  the  opera  in 
which  she  made  her  house  debut  an 
October  6.  1948,  with  Silveri  as  di 
Luna  but  an  otherwise  no  more  than 
moderate  cast. 

But  Hammond  had  a  personal 
success  and  was  back  the  next  month 
as  Mimi.  replacing  Schwarzkopf.  It 
was  not  the  ideal  role  for  her 
physically.  She  was  a  robust  some¬ 
what  masculine  figure  who  kept  her 
hair  cut  short  in  order,  so  it  was 
claimed,  that  her  wigs  could  fit  more 
easily.  The  following  spring  she  was 
a  last-minute  replacement  for  Sylvie 
Fisher  in  the  title  role  of  Fidelio.  the 
only  non-Italian  pan  she  was  to  play 
at  the  Garden.  The  producer  told  her 
where  to  stand  on  stage,  but  not  Joan 
Hammond  later  claimed,  how  to  get 
off  it  once  she  had  finished  singing. 

She  made  a  number  of  appear¬ 
ances  in  die  early  1950s  in  pans  that 
showed  her  powerful  soprano  off  to 
good  effect  including  To  sea  and. 
■  most  especially.  Aida.  In  Verdi  her 
good  friend  Constance  Shaddock 
was  often  by  her  side  as  Airmens. 
Even  so.  her  considerable  band  of 
admirers  considered  that  she  was  not 
being  used  suffidently  at  the  Opera 
House  and  in  1955  a  petition  to  this 
effect  with  300  signatures  was  hand¬ 
ed  in  at  the  stage  door.  Webster 
replied  tartly  that  he  had  made 
dozens  of  offers  over  the  years  but 
Miss  Hammond  had  ngected  most  of 
them.  Perhaps  she  remembered  her 
experience  with  Fidelio.  In  any  event 
the  result  was  that  she  disappeared 
from  the  Covent  Garden  stage  for  the 
second  half  of  the  decade,  returning 
for  a  handful  of  Aidas  at  the  end  of 
1959,  giving  her  last  performance 
there  on  January  2. 1960. 

Her  successes  at  Sadler's  Wells 
were  much  more  assured  and  includ¬ 
ed  Elisabeth  in  the  Don  Carlos 
directed  by  George  Devine  at  a  time 
when  the  opera  was  virtually  un¬ 
known  here,  and  in  the  title  role  of 


Dvorak’s  Rusalka.  Hammond  had 
another  big  public  hit  with  the  aria 
sung  by  Dvorak’s  water  nymph  of  the 
title.  O  Silver  Moon,  and  there  was 
one  famous  night  when  she  sat  on 
one  of  ihe  water  lilies  of  the  stage 
pond  and  promptly  broke  it-  She  was 
a  big-boned  lady. 

She  made  many  records  after  O 
mio  babbino  cam .  singing  both  in 
English  and  in  the  original  language. 
When  she  was  tackling  Puccini's 
other  little  girls,  such  as  Mimi  and 
Cio-Cio-San.  the  line  could  sound  a 
bit  jerky.  Probably  she  was  heard  at 
her  best  in  roles  in  the  East  European 
and  Russian  repertoire,  including 
Dvorak's  Rusalka  and  Tchaikovsky's 
Tatiana  {Eugene  Onegin).  She  ap¬ 
peared  with  the  New  York  City 
Centre  Opera  and  with  a  number  of 
other  overseas  companies. 

In  1957  she  toured  the  Soviet  Union 
with  the  mezzo  Constance  Shaddock, 
performing  operas  such  as  Eugene 
Onegin  and  The  Queen  of  Spades  in 
the  original  language.  Their  joint 
success  was  considerable,  the  journal 
Sovielskaya  Kultura  giving  lavish 
praise  to  what  it  described  as  “these 
magnificent  artistes”.  Hammond's 
Tatiana  drew-  special  praise  for  her 
“nobility,  strength,  sensitiveness, 
pride  and  deep-rooted  melancholy" 
in  a  performance  which  was  ad¬ 
judged  10  penetrate  to  the  very 
essence  of  Pushkin’s  heroine.  Late  in 
her  career  she  was  bold  enough  to 
tackle  the  title  role  of  Strauss's 
Salome  with  Australian  Opera. 

Ill-health  forced  her  to  stop  singing 
in  her  early  fifties.  An  operation  in 
1964  left  her  partially  deaf.  Heart 
trouble  made  the  doctors  advise  her 
nor  to  continue  with  the  stresses  and 
strains  of  the  international  soprano's 
life  and  she  announced  her  retire¬ 
ment  a  year  later.  She  gave  up  her 
home  in  Buckinghamshire,  with  its 
multiplicity  of  pets  of  various  shapes 
and  sizes,  and  in  1966  retired  to 
Australia-  There  she  campaigned  for 
music  facilities  for  the  young  as 
vigorously  as  she  had  written  to  the 
press  in  Britain  when  she  thought 
injustice  had  been  done. 

Two  tragedies  marred  this  final 
period  of  her  life.  A  fire  in  1967 
destroyed  pan  of  her  home,  but  even 
worse  were  the  bush  blazes  of  1983 
which  destroyed  virtually  all  her 
musical  memorabilia,  including 
scores,  programmes  and  records. 

Joan  Hammond  was  appointed 
OBE  in  1953.  advanced  to  CBE  in 
1963  and  created  DBE  in  1974.  She 
was  unmarried  but  shared  much  of 
her  life  with  her  secretary  and  friend 
Lolita  Marriott 


HUGH  BULLOCK 


■  Hneh  Bollock,  president 
of  the  Pilgrims  of  the 
United  Steles,  died  on 
Novembers  aged  98.  He 
was  born  on  June  2. 1898, 

AS  THE  chief  ocecutive  of  the 
investment  bank  founded  by 
his  father  more  than  a  century 
ago,  Hugh  Bull  ode  wrote  him¬ 
self  into  the  history  of  Wall 
Street  by  pioneering  unit 
trusts  in  New  York  in  the 
1950s.  On  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic,  however,  he  was  best 
known  as  one  of  the  leading 
Anglophiles  of  his  time,  in  the 
mould  of  John  MdCloy  or  even 
Dean  Acheson. 

Bullock  belonged  to  that 
generation  of  Americans  who, 
after  serving  through  two 
world  wars,  believed  that  their 
country  had  to  take  the  lead  in 


the  search  for  peace  and 
international  fellowship.  He 
was  essentially  a  realist  who 
belonged  to  the  so-called  “for¬ 
eign  policy  establishment”. 

He  was  a  man  who  believed 
in  peace  through  strength  and 
in  practical  measures,  and  as 
such  he  pushed  vigorously 
after  the  war  for  the  creation  of 
Nato  and  the  Marshall  Plan. 

In  1955  he  was  a  natural 
choice  to  become  president  of 
the  US  Pilgrims  who,  like 
their  sister  organisation  in 
Britain,  are  dedicated  to  the 
special  relationship.  He  went 
on  to  lead  than  for  a  record 
tain  of  more  than  forty  years. 
During  this  time  he  twice 
played  host  to  the  Queen 
during ..  rqyal  visits  to  the 
Drifted  Stales. 

Asa  prominent  member  of 


the  New  York  Yacht  Club  he 
also  became  friendly  with.  Sir 
Edward  Heath  who,  when 
Prime  Minister,  spent  sailing 
holidays  at  the  Bullocks’  coun¬ 
try  house  on  Martha’s  Vine¬ 
yard-  The  veteran  American 
broadcaster  Walter  Cronkite 
once  observed  that  every  Brit¬ 
ish  VBP  visiting  the  United 
States  would  end  up  at  some 
■time  in  Bullock's  office  on 
Wall  Street  or  at  his  Fifth 
Avenue  apartment  to  celebrate 
the  special  relationship  over  a 
glass  of  port. 

Few  were  better  placed  to 
represent  British  interests  in 
America,  given  Bullock’s  lead¬ 
ing  position  in  New  York 
society.  Cronkite,  Douglas 
Fairbanks  Jr  and  Henry  Luce 
were  among  Ms  dose  friends 
in  Manhattan.  Despite  his 


patrician  lifestyle,  Bullock  re¬ 
mained  a  hanf-wrkzngj  and 
hard-headed  professional 
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banker.  Among  his  innova¬ 
tions  was  the  Calvin  Bullock 
Fanira,  a  monthly  meeting  at 
4pm  at  which  guest  speakers 
included  Cabinet  ministers, 
presidential  candidates  or 
Nasa  astronauts. 

But  each  meeting  lasted 
only  45  minutes  and  the 
timing  was  strictly  observed. 
There  were  no  introductions, 
no  questi on-and-answer  ses¬ 
sions  and  no  votes  of  thanks. 
The  idea  was  that  as  soon  as 
the  allotted  45  minutes  were 
up,  all  those  present  could 
scamper  back  to  their  desks. 

Despite  having  been  part  of 
the  New  York  establishment 
for  so  long,  Hugh  Bullock  was 
bom  in  Denver,  Colorado, 
moving  to  the  East  Coast  to  be 
educated.  This  process  was 
interrupted  by  the  First  World 
War  in  which  he  served  as  a 
second  lieutenant  in  the  US 
infantry  after  leaving  his  fee¬ 
paying  Hotchkiss  SchooL  Re¬ 
turning  after  the  Armistice  to 
Williams  College,  Massach¬ 
usetts,  he  graduated  from 
there  in  1921  before  joining  his 
father's  firm  to  begin  his 
career  as  an  investment  bank¬ 
er.  Bullock  also  served  in  the 
Second  World  War  as  a  lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel  and  thereafter 
maintained  dose  links  with 
the  three  Services,  each  of 
which  at  various  times  con¬ 
ferred  awards  on  him. 

He  was,  indeed,  loaded  with 
honours  of  all  kinds  and  with 
honorary  degrees,  both  inside 
and  outside  the  United  States. 
Britain's  contributions  includ¬ 
ed  an  honorary  OBE  in  1946 
which  was  advanced  to  an 
honorary  KBE  in  1957  and 
finally  crowned  by  his  ap¬ 
pointment  as  an  honorary 
GBE  twenty  years  later. 


Hugh  Bullocks  many  busi¬ 
ness  interests  were  surpassed 
only  by  the  number  of  profes¬ 
sional  and  other  organisations 
to  which  he  belonged.  These 
included  several  others  with 
transatlantic  links,  most  nota¬ 
bly  the  English-Speaking 
Union.  He  was  also  a  leading 
figure  in  the  Episcopalian 
Church- 

As  a  banker  he  was  fiercely 
independent,  with  a  reput¬ 
ation  for  being  the  best  chair¬ 
man  of  a  meeting  in  New 
York.  Wall  Street  contempo¬ 
raries  point  out  that  he  could 
have  sold  the  bank  of  Calvin 
Bullock  many  times  over  for  a 
large  profit. 

He  resisted  the  temptation, 
however,  until  1984  when  he 
retired,  eventually  disposing 
of  it  to  Equitable  life,  while 
remaining  head  of  the  Bullock 
Investment  Advisory  Com¬ 
pany.  Despite  his  interest  in 
and  patronage  of  the  arts,  his 
only  publication  was  77ie  Sto¬ 
ry  of  investment  Banking. 
which  he  produced  in  1959. 

Tall,  erect  and  immaculate¬ 
ly  groomed,  Hugh  Bullock 
was  commonly  described  as 
belonging  to  the  "old  school”. 
Conservative  in  his  tastes,  he 
was  punctilious  in  his  obser¬ 
vance  of  certain  standards  — 
including  those  of  dress  and 
manners.  He  hated  ‘'sloppi¬ 
ness"  not  least  in  speech. 

In  1933  he  married  Marie 
Leonnne  Graves,  universally 
known  as  “Fleur",  who  carved 
out  a  public  identity  of  her 
own  through  her  love  and 
cultivation  of  poetry,  founding 
and  directing  the  Academy  of 
American  Poets. 

She  died  on  Christmas  Day 
1986.  Hugh  Bullock  is  sur¬ 
vived  by  their  two  daughters. 


MICHAEL 

BENTINE 


Michael  Bentine,  CBE. 
radio  and  television 
comedian,  died  on 

November  26  aged  74.  He 
was  born  in  Watford  on 
January  26, 1921 

AN  INVENTIVE  comedian  of 
the  bizarre  and  surreal.  Mich¬ 
ael  Bentine  made  his  name  as 
a  founder  member  of  The 
Coon  Show,  and  successfully 
transferred  the  anarchic 
Goon-style  humour  to  tele¬ 
vision  m  his  series  It's  a 
Square  World.  The  show  was 
completely  original  and  well 
ahead  of  its  time. 

But  having  made  the  break¬ 
through.  Bentine  was  unable 
to  sustain  the  momentum  and 
the  rest  of  his  career  was 
something  of  an  antidimax.  It 
was  left  to  other  shows,  like 
Monty  Python's  Firing  Circus, 
to  take  up  the  challenge  he  had 
thrown  to  more  conventional 
humour.  Some  of  his  critics 
said  that  Bentine  was  too 
good-looking  to  be  a  really 
successful  comedian. 

Michael  Bentine  was  born 
the  son  of  a  Peruvian-born 
scientist  father  and  English 
mother.  His  grandfather  had 
been  Peru’s  Vice- President.  He 
went  to  Eton,  claiming  that  his 
fees  were  paid  out  of  his 
mother’s  bridge  winnings, 
and  during  the  Second  World 
War  served  in  the  Royal  Air 
Force  as  an  Intelligence  of¬ 
ficer.  Bentine  was  one  Df  the 
generation  of  talented  young 
comedians  who  emerged  in 
the  post-war  years  and.  like 
many  of  the  others,  served  an 
apprenticeship  at  the  Wind¬ 
mill  Theatre.  In  1949,  still 
largely  unknown,  he  was  cho¬ 
sen  for  the  Royal  Variety 
Performance. 

In  1951  he  joined  forces  with 
Spike  Milligan.  Harry 
Secombe  and  Peter  Sellers  on 
the  BBC  radio  comedy  which 
started  as  Crazy  People  and 
became  The  Goon  Show. 
Bentine  took  pan  in  the  first 
two  series  but  came  to  realise 
that  his  humour  was  essential¬ 
ly  visual  rather  than  verbal. 
With  a  wild  shock  of  black 
hair,  and  a  black  beard,  he 
was  a  natural  for  television, 
though  it  was  not  until  the 
early  1960s  that  he  was  able  to 
harness  his  talents  in  it’s  A 
Square  World. 

In  a  series  of  glorious  irrev¬ 
erence.  one  of  Bent  ire’s  fa¬ 
vourite  targets  was  the  BBC 
Television  Centre,  headquar¬ 
ters  of  his  employers.  This  was 
regularly  subjected  to  mock 
attacks,  on  one  occasion  by 
torpedoes  and  on  another,  in  a 
rather  different  vein,  by  ma¬ 
rauding  Red  Indians. 

The  BBC  hierarchy  was  less 
amused  than  the  public  and 
Bentine  was  the  recipient  of  an 
unintentionally  ambiguous 


memorandum  which  read: 
“Under  no  circumstances  is 
the  BBC  Television  Centre  to 
be  used  for  purposes  of 
entertainment-” 

in  another  stunt  Bentine 
sailed  passed  the  Houses  of 
Parliament  in  a  Chinese  junk 
and  bombarded  the  building 
with  polythene  cannon-balls. 
Other  delights  of  the  series 
were  a  flea  circus  routine  and 
crazy  lectures  during  which 
models  and  diagrams  would 
spring  to  life.  It's  a  Square 
World  helped  to  further  the 
careers  of  several  comedy 
talents,  among  them  Dick 
Emery.  Frank  Thornton  and 
Clive  Dunn.  The  series  was 
revived  in  1977  after  a  gap  of  13 
years  but  failed  to  have  the 
same  impact 

During  the  1970s  Bentine 
presented  Potty  Time,  a  popu¬ 
lar  and  long-running  ITV 
children's  programme  featur¬ 
ing  hairy  and  faceless  puppet 
characters.  In  1981  he 
launched  another  children's 
show,  Madabout .  which  was 
built  around  unusual  interests 
and  activities.  In  1984  he 
starred  in  his  first  radio  series 
for  30  years,  The  Best  of 
Bentine. 

Away  from  comedy,  Bentine 
dabbled  in  many  fields,  partic¬ 
ularly  science,  exploration  and 
invention.  An  expert  on  hand 
guns,  he  advised  the  Peruvian 
Government  on  weaponry 
and  small  arms.  He  also 
helped  that  country's  leprosy 
control  programme  and  took 
several  hovercraft  expeditions 
into  the  rainforests  of  the 
Amazon. 

He  was  appointed  CBE  last 
year. 

His  autobiography.  The 
Long  Banana  Skin,  appeared 
in  1975.  Two  of  his  other 
books.  The  Door  Marked 
Summer  (19S1)  and  Doors  of 
the  Mind  (1981),  recounted  his 
experiences  of  the  paranormal 
and  he  also  published  A  Shy 
Person’s  Guide  to  Life. 

The  paranormal  was  al¬ 
ways  a  great  interest  and 
became  a  serious  study  after 
he  foresaw  the  d&ath  of  one  of 
the  sons  of  his  second  mar¬ 
riage,  Stuart,  who  was  killed 
in  a  light  aircraft  crash  in 
Hampshire  in  1972.  His  pri¬ 
vate  life  suffered  further  trage¬ 
dy  when  the  daughter  of  his 
first  marriage.  Elaine,  died  of 
cancer  in  1983.  Four  years 
later  the  elder  daughter  of  his 
second  marriage,  Marylla. 
also  died  of  cancer. 

His  first  marriage,  to  a 
Frenchwoman,  was  dissolved. 
He  and  his  second  wife, 
Clementina,  a  former  bailer 
dancer  whom  he  married  in 
1947,  had  two  other  children,  a 
son  and  a  daughter.  His  wife 
and  his  son  Richard  and 
daughter  Serena  survive  him. 


CURIOUS  WTLLS 

The  dread  of  being  buried  alive  has  led 
many  testators  to  give  very  particular  direc¬ 
tions  as  to  foe  steps  to  be  taken  before  the 
burial  of  their  bodies  to  make  sure  that  life  is 
locally  extinct.  Some  of  these  directions  are 
very  strange,  but  are  so  effectual  that,  if 
faithfully  carried  oql  all  possibiity  of  doubt 
would  be  removed  about  their  being,  when 
afterwards  buried,  absolutely  dead.  The 
testator  must  have  been  as  dead  as  the 
celebrated  Marley.  "dead  as  a  door-nail,"  if. 
previously  to  his  interment,  he  had.  in 
accordance  with  his  will,  his  head  cut  off  or 
his  jugular  vein  opened:  and  there  are  several 
wills  directing  one  or  the  other  of  these  to  be 
done.  Equally  efficacious  must  have  been  the 
device  of  another  testator,  who  directed  his 
heart  to  be  pierced  through  with  a  red  hot 
iron,  Mr.  John  Jacob  Daniel  Weiss,  a  surgical 
instrument  maker,  of  the  Strand,  whose  will 
was  proved  in  1844,  gave  very  precise 
directions  on  the  subject  about  which  there  is 
just  a  little  touch  of  his  business.  He  says: 
"And,  lastly,  it  is  my  express  desire  that  on  my 
death  a  surgeon  shall  be  called  in  by  my 
executors,  who  shall  place  a  set  on  needle  four 
inches  tang  through  my  heart  which  shall 
remain  there,  and  be  presented  with  a  ring  of 
for  value  of  five  guineas  for  his  trouble."  Mr 


ON  THIS  DAY 

November  28, 1873 


The  dread  of  being  buried  alive  has  led  many 
people  to  Imre  detailed  instructions  in  their 
wilts  as  lo  how  death  was  to  be  beyond 
question.  Hearts  must  be  pierced  with  a  red- 
hot  iron  or  a  4in  needle;  or  even  separated 
from  the  body  and  then  reinserted. 

James  William  Fresh  field,  by  his  will,  proved 
m  1864.  weU  states  the  very  natural  and 
common  feeling  on  the  mattEr.— “I  have  long 
desired,"  he  says,  "lo  make  arrangements  to 
guard  against  the  possibiity  of  premature 
interment  and  have  taken  great  care  to  avert 
a  consequence  so  dreadful.  I  therefore  desire 
that  previous  to  my  interment,  my  body  may 
be  opened  and  foe  heart  effectually  separated, 
and  returned  into  the  body."  A  most  singular 
condition  was  attached  to  the  gift  of  several, 
freehold  and  copyhold  cottages  and  fidds  by 
the  will  of  Henry  Trigg,  grocer,  of  Stevenage, 
Herts,  proved  in  Ardmdiaconal  Court  at 


Huntingdon  in  October  1724:  they  were  given 
to  his  brother  Thomas,  upon  condition  of  his 
fulfilling  his  wishes  with  respect  to  the  laying 
of  his  body.  These  wishes  are  thus  expressed: 
"And  as  to  my  body.  I  commit  it  to  the  west 
end  of  my  hovel.  10  be  decently  laid  there  upon 
a  floor  erected  by  my  executor  upon  the  purlin 
for  the  same  purpose,  nothing  doubting  that 
at  the  general  resurrection  I  shall  receive  the 
same  again  by  the  mighty  power  of  God."  The 
legatee  was  to  lose  his  legacy  if  he  neglected  or 
refused  to  lay  the  body  where  so  desired. 
However,  hr  seems  lo  have  taken  care  to  get 
his  legacy,  for  we  believe  the  remains  of  the 
testator  are  still  upon  the  purlin  or  rafters  at 
the  west  end  of  his  hovel.  A  new  way  to  pay 
old  debts  was  discovered  by  Mr  Friedrich 
Adolph  Zimmerman.  After  directing  pay¬ 
ment  of  certain  debts  he  goes  an  to  say,  “lb  a 
certain  English  lacemaker.  however,  named 
Steinbadi,  who  pretends  that  I  still  owe  him 
$147, 1  bequest  my  recent  written  novel.  The 
Son  without  a  Father  with  T\to  Mothers  “ 
Whether  foe  creditor  gave  a  receipt  for  the 
debt  on  getting  his  manuscript,  whether  he 
was  satisfied  with  it,  and  whether  it  vin¬ 
dicated  its  paradoxical  title,  we  know  not,'  but 
we  suspect  Mr.  Stein  bach  would  rather  have 
had  his  $147  in  cash.— Illustrated  London 
News. 
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THE  TIMES  TODAY 


THURSDAY  NOVEMBER  28 199( 


Food  poisoning  epidemic  kills  five 

■  Four  people  died  yesterday  in  a  Scottish  food  poisoning 
epidemic  that  has  left  more  than  a  hundred  01  and  at  least  two 
children  with  kidney  damage.  Another  man  died  in  hospital  on 
Tuesday. 

The  outbreak,  which  has  been  linked  to  cooked  meat  and 
pies  supplied  by  Scotland’s  butcher  of  the  year,  is  believed  to  be 
claiming  20  victims  a  day.  Further  cases  are  expected,  since  die 
illness  can  take  more  than  a  week  to  incubate _ Page  1 

Lorry  drivers  win  early  retirement 

■  In  an  attempt  to  buy  off  striking  lorry  drivers,  die  French 

Government  promised  to  fund  earlier  retirement  and  shorter 
working  hours  in  a  draft  agreement  between  union  leaders  and 
haulage  companies.  But  the  lorry-blockades  of  roads,  ports  and 
fuel  depots  stayed  in  place _ Pages  C  2, 14, 43 


Bentfne’s  last  laugh 

The  Prince  oF  Wales  and  Michael 
Bentine,  72,  had  a  “ridiculous  fun¬ 
ny  bedside  conversation"  on 
Monday  as  the  comedian  lay  dy¬ 
ing  from  prostate  cancer  in 
hospital _ _ _ Pages  1. 25 

Nurses  under  fire 

The  Labour  MP  Diane  Abbott 
criticised  "blonde,  blue-eyed 
Finnish  girls”  as  being  unfit  to 
work  in  her  local  hospital  because 
they  may  never  have  touched  a 
black  person _ Page  I 

Labour  abortion  row 

The  prospective  Labour  MP  Bar¬ 
bara  Follett  has  become  em¬ 
broiled  in  an  anti-abortion  row  at 
a  Roman  Catholic  school  in  the 
Hertfordshire  constituency  she 
hopes  to  win _ Page  3 

Light  in  the  Tunnel 

Car  and  passenger  services 
through  the  Channel  Tunnel  may 
restart  next  week  if  safety  regula¬ 
tors  give  permission.  Eurotunnel 
said . _ Page  6 

Murder  stress  award 

Families  of  the  victims  of  the  child 
murderer  Beverly  Alii  it  have 
agreed  compensation  of  8500,000 
for  their  stress  in  a  ground-break¬ 
ing  legal  deal _ Page  8 

First  royal  stag 

Campaigners  against  field  sports 
responded  swiftly  to  the  news  that 
Prince  William.  14,  had  shot  his 
first  stag,  on  the  Balmoral  estate 
last  month - page  9 


Countryside  menace 

Michael  Hesdtine,  whose  estate 
has  been  invaded  by  protesters, 
said  that  there  was  a  hidden  men¬ 
ace  lurking  behind  Labour  pro¬ 
posals  for  a  legal  “right  to  roam” 
over  the  countryside Page  12 

Car  wars  accelerate 

The  car  war  between  Volkswagen 
and  General  Motors  entered  a 
derisive  phase  as  the  German 
manufacturer  heard  that  it  could 
be  investigated  under  US  racke¬ 
teering  laws - Page  15 

Solzhenitsyn  attack 

Alexander  Solzhenitsyn  has  ac¬ 
cused  President  Yeltsin's  Govern¬ 
ment  of  hijacking  democratic 
reforms  and  behaving  no  better 
than  the  Communist  regime  it 
replaced _ _ _  Page  16 

Lion  in  winter 

General  Ahmed  Shah  Masood, 
the  Lion  of  Panjsher.  is  idly  confi¬ 
dent  as  snow  sweeps  the  Hindu 
Kush  and  he  finalises  his  plans  to 
recapture  Kabul _ _ Page  17 

Welfare  warfare 

President  Clinton  faces  a  bitter 
battle  with  Republicans  as  he 
tries  to  cushion  the  impact  on 
America's  poorest  people  of  new 
welfare  laws - Page  18 

Justice  is  blind 

Judge  Tony  Cothren  of  Bessemer, 
Alabama,  is  not  influenced  by  the 
appearance  of  people  in  his  court¬ 
house.  He  is  the  state’s  first  blind 
judge - - - Page  19 


Supermice  fall  foul  of  fish  bait 

■  Streetwise  mice  that  infested  Bull  Ring  cinemas,  restaurants 
and  shops  in  the  centre  of  Birmingham  have  been  defeated  by 
exploiting  their  weakness  for  tuna  fish.  They  had  avoided  all 
traps  and  conventional  baits  of  canary  seed  and  wheat  but 
scientists  found  that  they  were  partial  to  protein-rich  foods 
such  as  chicken  and  tuna _ Pages  5, 23 


Preview:  life  has  begun  at  50  fa 
the  model  and  gallery  owner  Jibb- 
Beane.  Women  At  Play  (Channel  4 
8pm).  Review:  Lynne  Truss  on  ; 
humdrum  return  for  Inspects 
Morse— - -Pages 


Sir  David  Frost  Raman  Subba  Row,  Terry  Wogan  and  Sir  Colin  Cowdrey  after  a  memorial  service  for  Leslie  Crowtber.Page  24 

mm 


Wlckes:  The  Serious  Fraud  Office 
and  the  Metropolitan  Police 
launched  an  investigation  of  for¬ 
mer  senior  executives  of  Wickes, 
the  do-it-yourself  chain  and  build¬ 
ers*  merchants _ Page  27 

Alliance:  The  planned  £2dj  billion 
stock  market  flotation  of  the  Alli¬ 
ance  &  Leicester  building  society 

could  be  put  on  hold - —Page  27 

Hotels:  Sir  Rocco  Forte  announced 
his  return  to  the  hotel  trade  with 
plans  for  a  new  £12  million  luxury 
hotel  in  Cardiff,  the  first  five-star 

hotel  in  Wales - Page  27 

Markets:  The  FT-SE  100  index  fell 
21.8  prints  to  dose  at  4046.6.  Ster¬ 
ling's  trade-weighted  index  was  un¬ 
changed  at  93.2  after  a  rise  from 
$1.6726  to  $1.6737  but  a  fell  from 
DM25549  to  DM25539  _  Page  30 


Motor  raring:  Nigd  Mansell  is  con¬ 
sidering  a  surprise  return  with  Jor¬ 
dan,  who  lost  the  race  to  sign 
Damon  HilL  Jordan  have  already 
signed  Michael  Schumacher's 
brother.  Ralf _  - Page  52 

Cricket  An  unusually  bare  pitch 
has  been  produced  for  the  second 
Test  match  between  Australia  and 
West  Indies  at  Sydney  in  the  wake 
of  a  concert  by  Michael  Jackson  at 

the  ground _ Page  46 

Tends  Stefan  Edberg  condudes 
his  career  by  appearing  for  Sweden 
in  the  Davis  Cup  final  against 
France - Page  50 

Racing:  The  possibility  of  a  E5  mil- 
lkm-a-year  cut  in  levy  by  1998 
prompted  the  British  Horseradng 
Board  to  order  a  wide-ranging  re¬ 
view  of  the  sport _ _ Page  49 


Old  Vic,  now  direction;  Benedict 
Nightingale  on  bow  Peter  Hall  at 
the  Old  Vic  Tomorrow,  a  special 
offer  foe  Times  readers _ .Page  37 

Bard  and  King:  The  RSC  is  strug¬ 
gling  to  enliven  Shakespeare's 
Henry  VM  in  its  new  Stretford 
production,  but  the  plays  propa¬ 
ganda  is  hard  for  tbs  historically 
sensitive  to  swallow _ Page  37 

Buddying  up:  Best  of  the  week's 
new  video  releases  is  Beautiful 
Thing,  the  screen  version  of  Jona¬ 
than  Harvey’s  hit  play  about  gay 

love  on  a  council  estate Page  38 

Sharp  shot  Geoff  Brown  reviews 
new  films,  from  a  superb  evocation 
of  the  Sixties  avant-garde  in  I  Shot 
Andy  Warhol  to  some  cheeky  may¬ 
hem  in  the  all-action  The  Long  Kiss 
Goodnight _ — _ _  JPage  39 


IN  THE  TIMES 

■  POP 
Forget  gangsta 
rap — soul  bands 
like  SWV  hark  bade 
to  the  past 

for  their  hits 

■  SPORT 

Kicking  &  Screaming; 
Lynne  Truss  on  the 
Anfield  experience 


Dream  com*  true:  Poets  no' longer 
struggle  alone  in  a  crid  garret 
Now  they  get  out  and  earn  good 
money  in  exotic  dimes  —Page  21 


DrThbaw'Stattafonft!  Is  constipa¬ 
tion  all  in;  the mind?- Angfoa  mid 
vitamins;  women,  .with  vreJHtfond- 
ed  figures  five  longer;  Kawasaki 
disease - - -  — „.U*age20 


Perfect  eoncBOons:  Heavy  snow- 
fells  are  enticing  European  ski  re¬ 
sorts  to  open  early —Page  43 


Personal  history:  Jonathan  Clark 
on  Thomas  Jefferson;  Robyn  Da- 
vidson  on  Wilfred  Thesiger .  and. 
Imogen  Stubbs  on  _  loye_  by 
letter _ _ _ Pages  40,41 


Stiff  upper  Hp:  Hc»w  Gibraltar  has 
cracked  down  an  crime  and  is 
building  up  its  resources. -Page  36 


The  Daily  Mirror's  derision  dot  to 
publish  details  of  die  British  Bud¬ 
get  may  have  lessons  for  us:  how 
many  Italian  newspaper  editors, 
given  exclusive  information  on  the 
rate  at  which  die  lira  was  going  to 
re-enter  the  ERM.  would  have  re¬ 
sisted  the  temptation  to  publish? — 
La  Repubbtica  . 


Morning  after 

After  the  grandeur  of  the  annua 
Budget  comes  the  wrangling  of  ifc 
distribution.  Recipients  of  largess^ 
parade  their  ingratitude,  claiming 

that  die  spending  increase  is  in  fee 

a  cut — - ~  Page  2T^1  £ 

Christian  union 

In  a  Europe  where  Christians  havi 
come  often  to  see  themselves  as.  a 
marginalised  minority,  the  new 
unity  signified  by  the  Pbrvoo  ac¬ 
cord  is  a  power  far  good—  Page 

Of  mice  and  tuna 

The  days  of  springs,  wire  and  nax- 
sels  of  cheese  have  gone  for  ever. 
Mousetrap  designers  these.  'days 
need  PhDs — _. «~i~_Paige2Z 


& 


JOHN  REDWOOD 

Replacing  contracts  in  marts, 
francs  and  even  pounds  with  euro* 
contracts  on  die  basis 
tion  directly  applicable  only 
15  member  states- may  lead  tategat 

challenges—^ - — ~  Page22- 

MAGNUS  UNKLAIER  . 

Quietly,  and  with  no  formal  an¬ 
nouncement,- an  excellent  British- 
Americaa  institution  -is  camingtoi 
anend-The  Harkness  Fellowships  i 
are  bring  scrapped-.:-— . .  Page  12 

PETER  RIDDELL 

If  Labonris  to  offer  a  convincing 
alternative  ft  needs  to  start  shewing 
where  it  would  save  and .  jaise 
money.  Gordon  Brown  has 'to 
prove  he  can  graduate  from  being 
Shadow  to  real  Ghancefior  Page  D 
JOHN  BRYANT  “  -  ,  ’ 
Do  you  femey  a  job  in  sport?  Here  is 
an  offer  that  is  afore  sad  than 
exciting and  enough  to  'make, 
every,  true  speris  fen  wince.lt js'lof. 
a  “Steroid  Worker _ Page  50 


Dame  Joan  Hammond,  operatic 
soprano;  Michael  Bentine,  come¬ 
dian;  Hugh  Bnflodc  leading  US 
angJpphile ..  ..  ..  ,  .  Page 25 


in .  marts, 

Is  with  eunfe 
of  a  regain  I  1 
t  only  to  the;  i  I  /| 
lead  to  legal  I  I 
—  Pa*e2i  V  w 


Lord  Carver  on  reorganisation  ~a? 
Nato;  museum  and  gafieiy  en¬ 
trance  charges;  maths  tests  and  ; 
school  league  tables;.. . .  Page  23  ■; 
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ACROSS 

I  One  Dutch  state?  {81. 

6  Back  call  Co  restrain  beast  from 
foreign  parts  (6). 

9  Ferocious  type  of  road-maker, 
with  limited  skill  (6). 

10  Superior  joint  of  meaL  and  punch 
(8). 

1 1  Expedition  to  install  drain  round 
spring  (S). 

12  Youngster  is  encountering 
maiden  in  art  school  (6j. 

13  Start  where  actor  mav  be  found  at 
work?  (5). 

14  Animal  characters  in  parable  or 
novel  (5,4). 

17  Has  a  tie.  and  having  bought  it, 
gets  excited  (4-5). 

19  Such  an  attractive  woman  may 
alarm  one  (5). 

22  Reportedly  want  shake  using  milk 
Solution  to  Puzzle  No  20336 


SSSE0Q  nscaaaiana 
Bfflaaaaaa 
noaHiuaniaH  saaaaa 
EHHESIiail 
snsoucia  aBaanBa 
b  b  a  tn  a  a  a 
0B0BS  Hnaaaaaii 
□  a  a  a  □  a 
QBaESGaazs  aaaaa 
p  a  a  a  a  a  a 
gaaQaaca  maatsaaa 
s  a  a  a  3 
hsbeei  caaaasaaaaa 


23  Injured  person’s  feeble  failure  to 
score  (4.4). 

24  A  poor  aaor  about  to  disturb 
Iran's  princess  (S). 

25  Request  it?  16). 

26  inform  about  name  of  member's 
supporter  (6). 

27  Ruby,  say,  is  most  upset  to  split 
whars  inherited  (8). 

DOWN 

2  Autocue  in  the  middle  helping  to 
make  speech  (7)  . 

3  Perhaps  picnic  is  to  be  expanded? 

4  Was  consumer  grabbing  time  to 
get  bubbly?  (6). 

5  Exchanging  tips  on  South  Hoy  - 
significant  activity  for  kids  on 
holiday  (5,10). 

6  Out  of  the  ordinary  sixth  sense 
disturbed  Alice  (8). 

7  Felt  hat  upwardly  mobile  guy  pul 
on  (7). 

8  Vessel  seen  round  a  river?  Gould 
be  (9). 

13  Experienced  ffllys  abandoned 
males?  (3.6), 

15  Problem  with  vision,  being  too 
drunk  to  see?  (5,4). 

16  Dealer  intended  to  keep  wealthy 
one  out  (8). 

18  With  call  for  attention  in  local, 
contrived  to  get  this?  (7). 

20  Secure  measures  employed 
printer  and  surveyor  (7). 

21  Preserve  item  Balmoral  houses 

(6). _ 

Times  Two  Crossword,  page  52 


Latest  Road  and  Weather  eondMom 
UK  Weather- AB  regjoos  0330  444  010 
UK  Roads -AB  regions  0330  401  410 

Mde  M25 
M2S  and  Unk  Roads 
National  Momnwqn 
Conbnantal  Europe 
Chamd  otiuJif 
Mororinf  to  Hodnw 


0130  401  740 
0330  401  747 
0330  401  748 
0330401  910 
0330  401  388 


0330  407  SOS 


a  Gacwidc  airpora 


Weather  by  Fax 
DU  0336  faBowed  by  saarunber  front  yaor  far 
WfetOiuor  (ICU4  Seated  410  340 

VWes  410  33S  Minted  410  341 

«nd i  410  330  London  410  343 

E**sAmfia  416337 

N .West  410  338  ^ 

ME*a  410339  ^ 

Metfaje  Marine 

Indiore  feoare  fcveasB  410398 

World  City  Weather 

1 53. 


410  397 


6  Oay  forecast 
bjr  PSoo*  dal  9330  411310 

by  Fax  (index  page)  0330410333 

Motoring 

Europe  Coonajr  by  Couwrx  0330  401  88S 

European  bid  casts  0330  401  880 

French  Motorways  0330  401  887 

5eaport  information  0330401  882 

Dnoeyfsnd  Ms  0330  401409 

leSUtste  0330  401  89S 

Ad]  Car  reports  by  fax 

new  and  used  or  repomfrom 
(heAAmcreiaf  195  care  0330  410  199 

DU  from  roar  fax  handset 
yoo  may  ftae  msec  to  pod  recej*e  mode 


CaBs  arr  dated  at  45p  per  oifcwD- cbe^s  r 
SOppermbxxea  "  ’ 


Sun  i 
740  m 


□  kiaon  acts 

1003  am 

Last  quarter  Deesmter  3 
London  3  57  prr  »  ?  41  z n 
BrfsW  4  OT  3U1 7  51  sr* 
Ecfrnburgh  3  *7  cxn  S»  8 16  an 
MancheSto  356  an  S  T  5S  mr. 
Penzance  «  ZS  csr.  n  7  ST  am 


Sun  sots 
357  pm 


□  Ganoral:  England  and  Wales  hate 
fog.  Wintry  showare  In  east 

die  out  as  more  persistent  rain 
from  the  wesL  Rah  wS  start"  as 
Of  snow  over  higher  ground.  Cfearer 
weather  wflj  reach  Wales  lata  In  day. 
Scotland  and  Northern  Ireland  wffl  have 
brt^l  spefls  at  first  but  rain  wfl  spread  from 
west,  with  snow  on  higher  ground.  Later 
Northern  Ireland  and  western  Scotland  wflj 
tun  dearer  with  wintry  showere. 
□.London,  SE  England,  Control  S 
England,  E  Wdtanda,  W  Wdtantfo, 
Channel  Isles,  Central  N:  early  fog 
deartig,  bright  at  first  Rain,  with  snow  on 
high  grouxl.  spreading  from  the  west  later. 
Mnnd  fight  ncxlherty.  Wer  westerly.  Less 
cold.  Max  7C  (450. 

□  E  Anglia,  E  England,  ME 
sleety  showers  dying  oU.  cfoudl 
with  rain  or  sleet  later.  Wild  fight  north  or 
northwesterly.  Cold.  Max  6C  (4 


O  SW  Boland,  S  Wales,  N  Wales,  NW 


OTUthwesteriy.  Max 6C (..... 

□  Uko  District,  late  of  Man,  SW  Scot¬ 
land,  Glasgow,  Argyll,  N  Ireland:  cloudy 
witfcreln,  snow  on  Ws.  Clearer  with  wintry 
ohb«Ss  later.  Wind  fight  and  variable, 
becoming  southerly,  fresh.  Max  6C  (43f^. 

□  Batws,  Edinburgh  ft 
Aberdeen,  Central .  HfeMami 
Ffrlh,  NW  Scottenrfc  bricM  a)  first, 
becoming  cloudy  with  rate  later.  Snow  on 
higher  ground.  Wind  fid*,  southeasteriy, 
becoming  fresh,  southany.  Max  6C  (43F). 

□  ME  Scotland,  Orkney,  Shedand: 
bright  at  first  with  wintry  showers  ,  becxxrtng 
cloudy  w&h  rein  or  steal  later.  Wind 
southerly,  fresh  to  strong.  Max  5C  (41FJ. 

□  Otdfooic  ran  frifte  .south  stow  to  dear, 
brighter  further  north  with  showers. 


Z4  tin  to  5  poc  b=*righC  cactood.  d®  drizzle; 
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Qianges  to  chart  bekiwfrarnitoore  few Bwiflcoofinue  to  deepen 

cfrtt  east;  Triglf  H  wffl  be  slow  moving  with  Me  change  in  central  pressure 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT  RECVCLWG 

tecyCfcd  caper  made  up 
at  mafecad 

W  rwwpapcn  ti  1S9S 


Total  number  of  lives  saved  so  far  this  year: 

Total  number  of  lifeboat  launches  so  far  diic  year: 
Cost  to  RNU  per  day: 

Cost  to  taxpayer: 

To  make  a  donation,  telephone: 


122 


1,025 

4,960 

£173,000 

£0 

0800  543210 
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Leicester  board  may  drop  flotation  plan 


3nd  tuna 


\  ^XA* 


.  :  :'-:*  By  Robert  Miller 

THE  ^planned  £Z5  billion  stock 
marifet  flotation  of  Alliance  & 
Leieesrqr  could  be  pulled  after  a 


The  UIGs  fourtli-largest  building 
society,  beaded  tiy  Pieter  White,  said  . 
last^TUght  it  had  received  legal 
adroe:thal  its  transfer  document,' 
which  has  been  mailed  to  3.5  million 
saws  and  borrowers,  contains 
infonhation  that  would  be  mislead¬ 
ing,  iL  .a  planned  new  Raiding. 


Sodeties  Bill  is  published.  The 
planned  flotation  of  Alliance  & 
Leicester,  which- owns  Girobank,  is 
due  to  be  voted  on  by  members  at  a 
special  meeting  on  December  10  in 
London’s  Docklands.  The  society 
has  already  received  15  nrilDon 
votes.  Under  die  terms  of  the  deal 
some  2.4  million  members  could 
receive  shares  on  flotation  worth  up 
to  £1,200.  If  the  plan  proceeds, 
dissident  members  could  launch  a 
legal  challenge. 

The  new  Bill,  currently  being 


drafted  after  its  predecessor  was 
dropped  from  the  Queen's  speech, 
has  abandoned  the  clause,  con¬ 
tained  in  the  present  1986  Building 
Societies  Act.  which  gives  convert¬ 
ing  sodeties  5ve  years  protection 
from  hostile  takeover  bids. 

When  the  society  drew  up  its 
transfer  document  it  was  based  on 
the  present  Act  On  page  20  the 
society's  board  states  that  “the 
successful  implementation  of  Alli¬ 
ance  &  Leicester’s  strategy  would  be 
achieved  most  effectively  by  the 


society's  continued  independence 
...  loss  of  Independence  could 
threaten  the  society's  record  in 
recent  years,  endanger  the  society's 
traditional  values  of  customer  ser¬ 
vice.  jeopardise  the  position  of 
employees  and  would  be  likely  to 
prevent  members  from  retaining 
shares  in  the  society's  business". 

The  society’s  transfer  document 
said  its  independence  was  "more 
likely  to  be  preserved  by  conversion 
which  affords  a  period  of  five  years' 
protection  from  takeover".  Other 


building  societies  that  could  be 
affected  by  a  new  Building  Sodeties 
Bill  are  the  Halifax.  Woolwich  and 
Northern  Rock.  None,  however,  are 
as  far  down  the  line  with  conversion 
plans  as  Alliance  &  Leceister. 

Last  night  Gary  Marsh,  assistant 
general  manager  of  the  Halifax, 
which  has  already  waived  its  right 
to  protection  from  hostile  bids  after 
its  planned  flotation  next  summer, 
said:  “Our  only  concern  alxiut  the 
new-  Bill,  which  we  have  nor  seen 
yet.  is  that  it  introduces  a  prindpie 


of  retrospection.  Otherwise  we  are 
quite  relaxed.”  A  Woolwich  spokes¬ 
man  said:  “If  there  are  material 
changes  in  the  new  Bill,  the  board 
will  have  to  reconsider  its  position.” 

The  Treasury,  the  Government 
department  responsible  for  building 
sodeties.  is  understood  to  feel  that 
the  concept  of  protecting  sodeties 
after  they  become  public  companies 
is  outdated.  Senior  Treasury'  offici¬ 
als  have  said  that  other  mutuals, 
such  as  the  Norwich  Union,  do  not 
enjoy  such  protection. 


over  Wickes 
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THE  Serious  Fraud  Office 
and  the  Metropolitan  Police 
have  launched  a  formal  in¬ 
vestigation  into  the  former 
senior-,  management  of 
Wiclpes,'  the  DlY  retailer, 
ownr-a£51  million  overstate¬ 
ment  of  past  profits. 

A  . number  of  senior  execu¬ 
tives  have  left  the  company 
sinbe  the  profits  overstatement ' 
was.disdosed  in  June;  \  "  ■ 

•  Ntoerecently,  after  ah  m- 
ternfll  mvestigaticai  '  info  the 
.  buying  departmental  Wickes, 
other  ,  members  of  staff  have 
fefirthei&ni.  wusdr  employs 
-3,800  people  m  foe -UK  and  • 
has  J3Q  stores  .  .arpund.  foe: 
country.  ' 

ky.  irha^.S^eefoamn,  .former  i ■ 
\\  dtamtianandchief  executive;  ; 

1  who  denies  any  knowledge  of  ' 
..  foe.  practices  thatled.  to  foe 
overstatement  under  uivesti- 

Stiun,  resignedm  3une.  He 
s  since  ag iasd  to .return 
£720,000  foal  'was"paid  under 
a  Jtmg-tenii irirasntirc  plain  m 
1994-  and  *  1995.-  Itirther.  he 
waived  any<3aim  to  an  dddi- 


ByRobert  Miller 

tional  E855JXX)dueunder  the 
same  stfoeme.  He  retains  his 
pension  rights,  however, 
worth  around  E175J30D  a  year. 

Trefor  Llewellyn,  former  fi¬ 
nance  .  director,  has  also 
agreed  to  pay  back  all 
E485JXD0  of  his  1995  net  bonus 
.payments.  Mr  Llewellyn  is 
now  finance  director  at 
Caradon.  Michael  Comer,  ad¬ 
ministration  director,  also  re¬ 
signed  but  was  not  asked  to 
repay  any  of  his  bonuses. 

Other  senior  executives  who 
resigned  from  Wickes,  which 
.'also  has  stores  in  Belgium. 
The  Netherlands  and  France, 
are  LesRosenthaL  group  trad¬ 
ing  director,  and  Chris  Miles,' 
jajmmeraal  director.  Neither 
received  compensation  for  loss 
“of  office. 

...The  SFO  investigation,  is 
headed  by  Fred  Coford,  a 
senior  fraud  office  lawyer, 
assisted  by  Brian  Kfllingback. 
a  financial  investigator,  and 
Detective  Chief  Inspector 
Kevin  Dulling  of  the  Metro¬ 
politan  Police  fraud  squad. 
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In  a  brief  statement,  issued 
late  yesterday,  foe  SFO  said: 
“The  SFO,  in  conjunction  with 
the  Metropolitan  Police,  have 
launched  an  investigation  into 
the  former  senior  manage¬ 
ment  of  Wickes.  The  present 
management  of  the  company 
is  co-operating  fully  with  foe 
SFO’s  enquiries.” 

It  is  understood  that  the 
SFO  investigation,  one  of  80 
currently  in  progress,  will 
centre  on  allegations  of  false 
accounting,  making  false  and 
misleading  statements  and 
conspiracy:  fo  defrauds  £  • 

Snares  in  Wfckes  vvert  sus¬ 
pended  frrori^adingiaTurte  „ 
immediaft^sltep^^  : 

lion  overstatement  -rof^"  past  - 
profits  wa?3ia6w5c^.;’>fl/ ’ 

Last  month,  Wickes.-  whose 
shares  were  suspended  at  67p 
haring  traded  at  earlier  in  foe 
year  I41p.  said  that  a  report 
prepared  for  the  company 
showed  that  the  operating 
profits  in  1995  were  overstated 
by  £26  milliem,  and  by  £14 
million  in  1994  and  in  "earlier 
"years"  by  £11  million. 

The  company  plans  to  raise 
up  to  £40  million  through  a 
rights  issue.  A  prospectus  wfll 
be  prepared  for  mid-Decem¬ 
ber.  If  foe  money  raising  issue 
is  successful,  shires  in  Wickes 
could  be  relisted  in  January, 
opening  the  way  for  a  possible 
bid. 

Wickes  said  last  night:  The 
board  of  Wickes  has  been 
informed  that  an  investigation 
into  the  activities  of  its  former 
senior  management  is  to  be 
conducted  by  foe  Serious 
Fraud  Office;  The  company 
intends  to  cooperate  fully 
with  these  enquiries.  No  fur¬ 
ther  comment  can  be  made  at 
this  stage.” 

No  arrests  have  been  made 
in  the  investigation  and  no 
search  warrants  have  been 
issued. 


Henry  Sweetbaum  denies  any  knowledge  of  the  affair 


Sir  Rocco  checks  back 
into  hotel  trade  at  £12m 

..  c  r  .v:  By  Alasdatr  Murray  and  Iola  Smith 


SIR:  ROCCO  FORTE  announced  his 
return  to  foe  hotel  trade  yesterdajrwith 
plans -for  a  new  £12  million  luxury 
hotel  in  Cardiff . 

The  12CFbed  .hotel  —  which  will  be 
the.  first  five-star  standard  hotel  in 
Wales  — ’should  be  completed  before 
the  Rugby-World  Cup  in  1999.  Sited  on 
a  promontory  in  Cardiff  Bay,  the.hptel . 
will  have  views  over  foe  Bristol 
Channel  bn  three  sides:  ■ 

Sir  Rocm has  made  no  secret  of  his 
desire  to  create#  new  hotel  group  since 
losing  control  of  foe  family  founded 
Forte  business  r-to  Granada  at  .the 
beginning  of  foe  year.  His  initial 
attempts  to  reestablish  himself  includ¬ 
ed  a  £1  billion  bid  to  buy  back  the 
Exclusive  and  Le  Meridien  chains, 
which  was  rejected  by  Granada.: 


-  .  The  Forte  organisation  said  yester¬ 
day  that  the  Cardiff  site  was  the  first 
step  towards  creating  a  new  hotel 
group.  It  is  looking  at  a  dozen  or  so 
other  rites  in  Europe.  _ . 

.  -  Richard  Power,  commercial  director 
for  the  Porte  organisation,  said  that  Sir 
Rocco  was  concentrating  efforts  out¬ 
side  London  because  acquisition  prices 
in  the  UK  '  were  inflated.  The 
acquisition  trail  would  reach  France. 
Germany' and  Italy-  1 
The  Forte  ■  organisation  has  not 
settled  on  names  for  either  the  new 
hotel  or  foe  new  group.  It  hopes  to 
"make  an  announcement  early  next 
year.  It  will  be  unable  to  use  the  Forte 
family  name,  which  was  acquired  by 
Granada  as  part  of  the  £3.9  billion 
takeover  deal 


Hinchliffe  faces  battle 
over  Covent  Garden  flat 


By  Jason  Nissfc 


STEPHEN  HINCHLIFFE,  the  Shef¬ 
field  businessman  whose  collapsed 
Facia  empire  is  being  investigated  by 
foe  Serious  Fraud  Office,  is  being 
pursued  for  the  return  of  a  flat  in 
centra]  London  that  is  valued  at 
£100.000. 

The  flat,  above  Red  or  Dead’s  shop 
in  Covent  Garden,  was  owned  by  foe 
fashionable  shoe  retailer  when  it  was 
bought  by  Faria  for  £3.5  million  in 
January  1995. 

But  earlier  this  year,  when  foe  shoe 
chain’s  founders.  Wayne  and  Gerard 
Hemingway,  bought  Red  or  Dead 
back  from  KPMG,  foe  receivers  of 
Facia,  they  found  that  foe  flat  had 
become  the  possession  of  a  company 
called  TWH  Developments,  whose 
only  shareholders  are  Mr  Hinchliffe- 


and  his  wife.  Marjorie.  TWH  had 
apparently  bought  foe  flat  from  Red  or 
Dead  for  just  £1  in  a  contract  dated 
October  16, 1995. 

Jeffrey  Greene  Russell,  solicitors  for 
Mr  and  Mrs  Hemingway  and  their 
new  backers,  Pentland  Group,  wrote  to 
Mr  Hinchliffe  a  few  weeks  ago  asking 
him  to  return  the  flat.  He  replied,  via 
his  solicitors.  Peters  &  Peters,  refusing 
foe  request. 

A  writ  has  now  been  issued  alleging 
breach  of  fiduciary  duty  in  making  a 
secret  profit  for  himself  out  of  foe  sale. 

"My  client  denies  any  wrongdoing 
or  impropriety  to  do  with  the  allega¬ 
tions  that  have  been  made,  and  will 
strenuously  defend  the  proceedings." 
Keith  Oliver,  of  Peters  &  Peters,  said 
yesterday. 


Walker  seeks  £35m  from  former  company 
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By  Jon  Ashworth 

GEORGE  WALKER,  forme^bead' of 
Bren!  Walker,  has  unleashed  a  fresh 
salvo,  m.life  legal  bank  with  foe 
company  he  founded.  His  daughter, 
the  Maztiltiohess  of  Mitfoiil  Haven,  Is  . 
named  maat  actnm'seekmg  at  least£35 
nriOkm  front  foe  company  and  Sten- 
daid  Cfmfercd  te  k^  banker,  over ' 

anisawttiJwwisrixyausagd.', 


Mr  Walker’s  other  children,  Jason 
and  Romla,  are  also  named  as  joint 
pferintiffc  in  foe  action,  outlined  in  a 
writ  issued  at  foe  High  Court  with 
jasaro,  a  Walker  famuy  trust  which 
contributed  funds  towards  foe  1990 
bond  issue.  The  action  is  the  latest 
since  the  former  boxer  was  cleared  of 
theft  and  false  accounting  in  October 
1994.  He  has  since  accused  Brent 
Walker’s  bankers,  led  by  Standard 


— Chartered,  of  behaving  like  "foe 
mafia"  and  said  that  they  were  gupty 
of  a  “corporate  mugging”  in  forcing 
his  removal  from  the  board. 

Among  other  things,  Brent  Walker 
and  Standard  Chartered  are  accused 
of  being  in  breach  of  their  fiduciary 
duty  over  a  loan  advanced  fay  the 
Walker  family.  The  Walkers  are 
seeking  the  return  of  the  money  plus 
unspecified  damages. 


& 


The  Walker  family  lawyer,  Michael 
Coleman  of  Harkavys,  said  it  was 
“inappropriate"  to  comment  on  the 
proceedings.  Mr  Coleman  recently 
won  an  order  for  £6  million  in  favour 
of  the  Walkers,  but  foe  award  is  frozen 
pending  an  appeal.  Brent  Walker 
acknowledged  receipt  of  the  writ, 
saying:  '‘We’ve  sent  it  to  our  lawyers." 
Standard  Chartered  said  h  was  aware 
of  the  writ  but  made  no  comment 


Clarke  keeps 
options  open  on 
interest  rates 

By  Janet  Bush,  economics  correspondent 


KENNETH  CLARKE,  the 
Chancellor,  yesterday  pledged 
to  raise  interest  rates  if  neces¬ 
sary,  but  said  that  he  currently 
perceived  a  lack  of  inflation¬ 
ary  pressures. 

Responding  to  widespread 
feeling  in  the  City  that  his 
Budget  on  Tuesday  was  not 
tight  enough  to  avoid  Bank  of 
England  pressure  for  higher 
rates,  he  said:  "I  will  do  what¬ 
ever  is  necessary,  but  we  have 
at  foe  moment  a  lack  of  inflat¬ 
ionary  pressures.  As  soon  as 
they  show  signs  of  growing,  I 
will  act.  If  they  show  any  signs 
of  easing.  I  will  ease." 

..  Mr  Cfarke'S  comments  were 
studiously'  even-handed  on 
prospects  ^  monetary  policy, 
whichrindlr.pext  be  discussed 
with  die ‘Bank  on  December 
II.  The  Chancellor  stuck  id  his 
view  that  foe  Budget  had 
undoubtedly  tightened  fiscal 
policy  and  that  this  should 
help  to  avoid  an  excessive 
tightening  in  monetary  policy. 

In  a  post-Bud  get  poll  by 
Reuters,  the  median  of  35  City 
forecasts  suggested  that  base 
rates  will  have  risen  to  7  per 
cent  by  the  end  of  1997,  from  6 
per  cent  now.  The  money 
markets  continue  to  price  in  a 
base  rate  rise  of  between  a 
quarter  point  and  a  half  point 


by  Christmas,  and  British  gov¬ 
ernment  bonds  eased  modest¬ 
ly  yesterday  on  rate  concerns. 

Phillip  Oppenheim,  the  Ex¬ 
chequer  Searary,  said  that 
the  Budget  had  made  it  less 
likely  that  rate  rises  will  be 
needed  in  the  near  future. 

The  Bank's  recent  Inflation 
Report  was  based  on  fiscal 
assumptions  made  in  the 
Treasury's  Summer  Forecast. 
which  left  public  borrowing  in 
the  next  fiscal  year  some  £4 
billion  higher  than  is  now 
assumed  after  the  Budget  Pre¬ 
senting  foe  Inflation  Report. 
Mervyn  King,  the  Bank  chief 
economist,  said  that  “appro¬ 
priate  fiscal  policy  can  help  to 
control  private  and  public  con¬ 
sumption”.  However,  foe 
Bank  yesterday  would  not  say 
whether  the  Budget  makes  it 
less  immediately  concerned 
about  inflation  prospects. 

The  FT-SE 100  index  yester¬ 
day  closed  lower  for  the  first 
time  in  three  sessions,  partly 
on  rate  worries  and  partly 
because  of  a  fall  on  Wall 
Street.  It  dosed  down  19.2.  at 
4,049 J.  Sterling’s  effective  in¬ 
dex  against  a  basket  of  curren¬ 
cies  dosed  at  93.2,  its  level 
during  the  Budget  speech. 
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No  gain 


The  average  family 
gained  nothing  from  the  19% 
Budget,  contrary  to  the 
Government's  dairas, 
according  to  calculations 
by  the  Institute  for  Fiscal 
Studies.  Page  28 

Soft  market 

A  leading  soft  drinks 
company  is  delaying  key 
price  negotiations  with  the 
American  arm  of  Tate  &  Lyle, 
the  sugar  and  sweeteners 
group,  in  the  hope  that  com 
prices  will  continue  to  fall. 
Page  29 
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Institute  of  Fiscal  Studies  doubtful  about  public  spending  plans 


Budget  gain  ‘nil’  for  average 


By  Janet  Bush 

ECONOMICS  CORRESPONDENT 


THE  average  family  gained 
nothing  from  Kenneth 
Clarke's  19%  Budget,  contrary 
to  the  Government's  claims, 
according  to  calculations  by 
the  Institute  for  Fiscal  Studies. 

The  institute  said  yesterday 
that  the  average  family  gained 
£1.64  a  week  from  die  main 
Budget  changes  in  taxation. 
But  ranee  other  measures  were 
taken  into  account,  this  aver¬ 
age  gain  was  wiped  out. 

These  measures  are  the 
phasing  out  of  tax  relief  on 
profit-related  pay  schemes,  the 
increase  in  air  passenger  duty, 
an  extension  to  insurance 
premium  tax  and  further  pres¬ 
sure  on  council  tax  bills. 

The  institute’s  examination 
of  the  effects  of  the  Budget  on 
households  at  different 
points  on  the  income  scale 
shows  that  the  bottom  30  per 
cent  of  households  were  net 
losers,  with  the  poorest  10  per 


cent  seeing  a  loss  of  4Sp  per 
week.  This  compares  with  the 
top  10  per  cent  on  die  income 
stale,  who  benefit  most  from 
the  Budget  with  a  weekly  gain 
in  their  post-tax  income  of 
£5.64. 

This  Budget's  biggest  loser 
is  the  single  parent  A  lone 
parent  without  means-tested 


benefits  loses  £630  a  week, 
while  lone  parents  on  income 
support  are  left  £530  a  week 
worse  off. 

in  a  generally  critical  ap¬ 
praisal  of  the  Budget,  the 
institute  took  issue  with  the 
Chancellor's  assumptions 
about  raising  extra  revenue, 
particularly  me  spend-to-save 


package  designed  to  crack 
down  on  benefit  fraud  and  tax 
avoidance. 

The  scheme  will  cost  E300 
million  over  the  next  three 
years  and  Is  predicted  to 
recoup  E6.7  billion,  more  than 
eight  times  that  amount 

Andrew  Dfincrt,  director  of 
the  IFS,  said  that  although  the 


aims  of  the scheme  were  to  be 
led,  it.  was  “cheety** 
“somewhat  odd"  to'  in¬ 
dude  these  hoped-for  savings 
into  the  Government's  tax  and 
spending  plans. 

The  institute  also  threw 
doubt  on  the  realism  the 
Chancellor's  public  spending; 
plans,  some  of  which''  it 


described  as  “hopdessiy  fight" 
given  huge  unforeseen  spend¬ 
ing  on  mopping  up;  the  BSE 
crisis  and  apparent  generosity 
in  health  and  education. 

It  noted  that  the. spending 
plans  were. contingent  partly 
cm  proceeds  from  privati¬ 
sations,  which  apueared  in  the 


Tax  hits  travel  agents 
and  holidaymakers 


Analysts  dismiss  fear 
of  windfall  penalty 


TRAVEL  agents  who  sell 
their  own  holiday  insurance 
are  reeling  from  a  govern¬ 
ment  decision  to  tax  them 
heavily  while  allowing  bro¬ 
kers  who  sell  insurance  direct 
to  pay  a  much  lower  'rate 
(Marianne  Curphey  writes}. 

The  Budget  announced  that 
insurance  premium  tax  would 
be  raised  from  ZS  to  175  per 
cent  for  some  types  of  insur¬ 
ance.  This  higher  rate  applies 


to  travel  insurance  sold  in  a 
high  street  agency  with  a 
holiday.  It  also  covers  mech¬ 
anical  breakdown  insurance 
sold  by  car  dealers,  and 
inclusive  warranties  sold  by 
retailers  of  domestic  goods. 

It  means  the  average  holi¬ 
daymaker,  with  airport  depar¬ 
ture  tax  of  £10.  wfll  be  paying 
an  extra  £15  in  taxes  on  a  £350 
European  package  of  travel 
and  insurance. 


THE  impact  on  utilities  of  the 
change  in  capital  allowances, 
announced  in  the  Budget, 
should  amount  to  about  I  or  2 
per  cent  of  their  market  value, 
according  to  some  City  ana¬ 
lysts  who  are  dismissing  it  is  a 
windfall  tax  by  another  name 
(Christine  Buckley  writes). 

Under  the  proposed 
changes,  capital  allowances  on 
plant  and  machinery  with  a 
working  life  of  25  years  or  more 


will  be  cut  from  25  per  cent  to 
6  per  cent.  BZW  calculates 
that  regional  electricity  com¬ 
panies  would  face  a  hit  of  1  to 
2  per  cent  of  market  value,  as 
would  National  Grid  and 
British  Gas.  But  some  com¬ 
panies  fear  the  impact  will  be 
greater.  CE  Electric,  the  hos¬ 
tile  bidder  for  Northern  Elec¬ 
tric,  said  it  will  not  raise  its 
offer  because  Northern  is  now 
worthless. 


cuts.  These  include  the  sale 
the  student  loan  portfolio  for 
about  £1  bill  um  and  the  sate  of 
Ministry  of  Defence  married 
quarters  for  about  £700 
million. 

The  institute  also  argued 
that  the  spending  plans  de¬ 
pended  rat  unrealistically  low 
inflation  forecasts  with  the 
GDP  deflator  assumed  to  be  2 
per  cent  from  the  1997-98  fiscal 
year  and  underlying  inflation 
to  be  2  percent  from  1998.  Any 
overrun  .  on  these  inflation 
assumptions  would,  require 
deep  spending  cuts  to  keep  to 
planned  control  totals. 
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Virgin 
Express 
in  jet  talks 


Virgin  Express,  the  Brus¬ 
sels  low-cost  carrier,  is  in 
talks  to  buy  up  to  25  Boeing 
737-700  aircraft.  The  deal 
would  see  the  aircraft 
phased  in  over  five  years  as 
the  carrier  seeks  to  expand 
its  European  network. 

Virgin  Express  was 
formed  in  April,  when 
Richard  Branson  paid  £39 
million  for  90  per  cent  of 
Eurobdgian  Airlines. 


Amber  down 


Amber  Industrial  Hold¬ 
ings.  the  chemicals  group, 
is  holding  the  interim  pay¬ 
out  at  1.75p  a  share.  Pre-tax 
profit  fell  to  £L3  million 
(£1-875  million)  in  the  half 
year  to  September  30. 


Name  change 


Albrighttm.  the  loss-mak¬ 
ing  quarry  company,  has  a 
new  name.  Ennstone.  and 
management.  It  made  a 
cash  call  for  £451  million- 
70  per  cent  of  its  stock 
market  value. 


Payout  doubles 


Northamber.  the  electron¬ 
ics  group,  is  lifting  the  int¬ 
erim  payout  to  IJ2p  (0.6p) 
and  issuing  free  shares.  In 
the  half  year  to  October  31 
pre-tax  profit  was  £3.14 
million  (£2.04  million). 


Oriental  up 


Oriental  Restaurant  Group 
made  £531.000  (E318.000) 
pre-tax  profit  in  the  half 
year  to  September  30.  The 
maiden  payout  is  ljx  earn¬ 
ings  were  56p  (4ip)  a  share. 


Semple  float 


Semple  Cochrane,  the  engi¬ 
neering  services  group,  will 
be  valued  at  £14  million  on 
joining  the  stock  market  on 
Monday.  It  is  placing  25 
million  shares  at  180p. 


Ranger  plan 


Ranger  Oil  plans  to  spend 
$83  million  in  Britain,  de¬ 
veloping  oilfields  and  ex¬ 
ploring  appraisal  wells  in 
the  North  Sea  in  the  hope 
of  increased  output  in  1998. 


Internet  deal 


Microsoft  has  agreed  with 
Internet  Technology  Group 
to  present  the  AIM  compa¬ 
ny’s  Internet  access  service 
as  an  optional  part  of  the 
Windows  *95  package. 


Vendome  looks  to  yen  upturn 


By  Alasdair  Murray 


VENDdME.the  luxury 
goods  company,  said  yester¬ 
day  it  was  confident  that 
adverse  currency  movements 
which  hit  half-year  profits 
would  diminish  in  the  second 
halt 

The  company,  owner  of 
brands  such  as  DunhilL  Car- 
tier  and  Piaget,  reported  a  45 
per  cent  fall  In  pre-tax  profits, 
for  the  six  months  to  the  end 
of  September,  to  £113  million. 

The  weakening  yen  hit  tour¬ 
ist  spending  in  the  Far  East  — 
a  market  that  accounts  for  40 
per  cent  of  the  group’s  total 
sales.  A  fall  in  interest  income 
from  £5.7  million  to  £12 
million  also  hurt  profits. 

Jospeh  Kanoui,  chairman. 
said  he  believed  the  fall  in 
sales  in  the  Far  East  was  a 
short  term  problem  and 
would  reverse  when  the  yen 
recovers  strength.  He  added 
that  overall  he  was  confident 
of  an  improved  performance 
in  the  second  half. 

Overall  turnover  was  fiat  at 
£704  million.  Jewellery  sales 
were  15  per  cent  lower  than 
last  year,  because  of  a  decline 
in  sales  of  expensive  jewellery 
hems,  while  leather  rales  were 
flat.  But  sales  of  watches 
increased  by  13  per  cent, 
boosted  by  the  introduction  of 
new  products.  The  success  of 
the  new  Cartier  fragrance 
boosted  perfume  sales  by  24 
per  cent. 

Vendome  is  70  per  cent 
owned  by  the  South  African 
controlled  Richemont  Securi¬ 
ties.  The  interim,  due  January 
31.  was  increased  to  352p 
(3.61  p).  The  results  were  below 
expectations  and  the  shares 
fell  8p(o532*zp. 


Lord  Doura,  deputy  chairman,  left;  and  Jazeph  Kanoui  expect  a  better  second  half" 


First  BBC 
sell-off 
attracts 
four  bids 


ByER2CRBGOUT 


THE  sale  of  the  BBCs  domes¬ 
tic  and  foreign  transmlssioQ 
service;  foe  BBCls  first  privati¬ 
sation.  entered  its  final  stage 
yesterday  when  four  British 
and  American  groups  submit¬ 
ted  final  bids.  All  the  offers  are 
thought  to  worth  more  than 
E200  million. ; 

International  CableTd,  the 
American:'  cable  company, 
appears  to  be  the  leading 
candidate.  CableTd  already 
owns  NTL,  foe  transmission 
network  for  the  FTV  com¬ 
panies  and  Channel  4,  and 
would  have  a  monqpoly  an  all. 
terrestrial  TV  transmissions  if 
it  wins  the  BBC  network- 

The  other  bidders  are  a 
consortium  that  includes 
Securicor,  foe  security  and 
telecommunications  group. 
National  Westminster  Bank 
and  HSBC*  a  group  led  ty 
Castle  "SP**  Carp,  an  Ameri- 
4gm.faus^sion  tower  build¬ 
er,  members  include 

Erahcfc^Felecoin;  and  a  BBC 
management  team  backed  by 
Mercury  Asset  Managamo± 

;  Securicor.  Castle  Tower  and 
Mercury  do.  not  think  that 
CableTd  should  be  allowed  to 
bid  because  its  victory  would 
eliminate  competitori,  and 
they  have  expressed  their  con¬ 
cerns  in  letters  to  the  Office  of 
Fair  Trading;  The  BBC  and 
Lehman  Brothers,  its  financial 
adviser,  will  pick  the  winner, 
possibly  as  early  as  next  week. 
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British  trade  gap 
less  than  expected 


By  Alasdair  Murray 


BRITAIN'S  trade  gap  with  the 
rest  of  the  world  widened  by 
less  than  expected  in  Septem¬ 
ber  —  suggesting  that  the 
recent  rise  in  sterling  is  yet  to 
hit  exporters. 

The  total  trade  deficit  rose  to 
£899  million  in  September, 
from  £568  million  in  August 
Excluding  oil  and  erratics,  the 
total  trade  balance  grew  from 
E1.14  billion  to  El  39  billion. 

Non-EU  trade  in  October 
was  also  better  than  expected, 
with  the  trade  gap  narrowing 
to  £424  million  from  £S05 


million  in  September  —  the 
lowest  for  IS  months. 

Economists  said  that  a 
strong  export  performance 
had  helped  to  restrict  the 
growth  of  the  deficit.  Overall, 
expon  volumes  rose  3.1  per 
cent  in  the  three  months  to  the 
end  of  September,  while  im¬ 
port  volumes  rose  42!  per  cent. 

The  deficit  with  EU  coun¬ 
tries  deteriorated  in  Septem¬ 
ber  to  £94  million  from  £33 
million,  although  the  quarter¬ 
ly  deficit  stood  at  £700  million 
—  the  lowest  since  early  1993. 
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Revenue  unit 
raised 
extra  £2bn 


THE  Inland  Revenue  divi¬ 
sion  targeted  by  the  Chancel¬ 
lor  for  extra  resources  in  fads 
Spend  to  Save  initiative 
raised  more  than  £2  billion  in 
extra  tax  last  year  (Jason 
Nisst  writes). 

Kenneth  Clarke  said  that 
extra  money  would  be  spent 
in  targeting  larger  companies, 
and  that,  the  Inland  Revenue 
is  to  strengthen  its  Large 
Business  Office,  set  up  two 
years  ago  to  make  sure  big 
business  is  paying  its  share  of 
the  tax  bifl. 

In  the  1995-96  financial  year 
the  Revenue  estimated  this 
unit  raised  an  additional  £227 
bilfion.  In  the  previous  year  it 
persuaded  one  large  company 
to  come  up  with  an  extra  £Ij6 
bilfion  in  tax. 


Chief  at  Fleming’s 
rejects  takeover  talk 


By  Robert  Miuler,  ranking  correspondent  ' 


THE  chief  executive  of  Robert 
Fleming  has  vowed  to  keep  the 
merchant  bank  independent, 
dismissing  persistent  City  ru¬ 
mours  of  a  takeover  bid. 

John  Manser,  who  is  to 
become  chairman  of  Flemings 
when  Robin  Fleming  retires  in 
March,  said  that  the  bank  had 
received  no  formal  bid  ap¬ 
proaches,  and  added:  “We 
remain  independent  and  prof¬ 
itable  and  will  stay  that  way." 

Flemings  yesterday  un¬ 
veiled  a  16  per  cent  rise  in  pre¬ 
tax  profits,  to  £922  million,  in 
the  six  months  to  September 
30.  Jaidine  Fleming  recorded 
a  net  trading  profit  of  $82 
million,  up  28  per  cent.  How¬ 
ever,  after  costs  and  fines 


arising  from  regulatory  action 
by  Imro.  foe  UK  watchdog  fix- 
fund  managers,  in  August,  net 
profits  feu  to  around  $62 
million,  from  $63.9  million. 
Companies  within  the  Flem¬ 
ing  group  were  fined  a  total  of 
£700,000  and  Jardine  Fleming 
agreed  to  pay  £12  millioa  in 
compensation  to  investors. 

Flemings  is  lifting  its  inter¬ 
im  dividend  by.lp,  to  8p,  due 
on  January  20.  Earnings  per 
share  rose  to  415p,  from  35L8p. 

The  corporate  finance  aim 
of  Flemings  had  a  successful 
half-year,  raising  £ 13.4  biilum 
of  capital  for  companies. 


Tempos,  page  30 
City  Diary,  page  31 


T&N  puts  £lbn  ring-fence 
around  asbestos  liabilities 


By  Carl  Mortished 


T&N.  foe  automotive  compo¬ 
nents  group  has  put  a  £1 
billion  ring-fence  around  aU 
future  claims  against  It  for 
asbestos-related  injuries. 

The  measures  include  a 
£323  million  provision  in  the 
current  year  against  future 
claims,  which  are  estimated  to 
be  worth  £550  million.  The 
company  wifi  also  take  out  a 
£92  mfiKon  insurance  policy 
to  provide  a  further  £500 
million  of  cover.  A  consor¬ 
tium.  including  Centre  Re. 
Munich  Re  and  Swiss  Re.  will 
meet  claims  larger  than  £690 
million  —  the  highest  liability 
estimate. 

Sir  Colin  Hope,  chairman, 
said  that  proposals  would 
bring  to  an  end  the  uncertain¬ 
ty  surrounding  foe  asbestos 


Sir  Colin:  uncertainty  over 


issue.  The  writedown,  com¬ 
bined  with  the  insurance  pre¬ 
mium  and  a  £50  million  extra 
provision  for  some  past 
claims  wfll  wipe  out  7&N‘s 
balance  sheet  reserves.  On  a 


pro-forma  basis,  aopKt  Jtndtnd- 
ing  tax  relict  T&N  wfflsuffar 
a  £265  mfitioa  hitto  fe  profit 
and  loss  account  fop  year. 

The  company  is. foi  seek 
shareholders’  peoirisshm  for 
a  capital  reduction,  to  cut  foe 
nominal  value  of  T&N's  q 
shares  to  4Qp  in  order  to 
create  sufficient  reserves  with 
which  to  pay  dividends. 

T&N’sariion  anils  asbestos 
liability  comes  after  several 
setbacks,  including  a  success¬ 
ful  legal  challenge  in  the  US 
to  foe  Georgia*  Settlement 
procedures,  a  mechanism  to 
settle  i/ytoy  claims.  The  com¬ 
pany  is  appealing  foe  ruling 
to  the  Supreme  Court  but  its 
estimates  of  future  liability 
are  based  on  claims-  without 
the  benefit  of  Georgine. 


Tetnpus,  poge30 


House  of  Fraser 


the  management  shaken  it  H«iaofRaserinsttoited 
by  -foe  chief  aremtive,  .yreterday 

daimSthe  headof  Richard  Scott,  the  finance  director, 
■who  left  “by  mutual  agreement,  to  pursue  hjsp™}* 
interests"  The  company  is  discussing  a  payoff  with  Mr 

force  different  sets  of  owners. 

which,  last  year  saw.  him  paid  £167,000-  He  is  me  imra 
.  executive  director  to  leave  this  year,  aft^*cdePJ™^f 
Andrew  Jennings,  chief  executive,  and  Tony  Hancodc, 

°IJfr^teman^wunced  a  new  management  structure 
m  June  and  started  a  marketing  review  of  the  company, 
which  Is  expected  to  be  completed  next  month.  Mr 
Coleman  saSthat  the  aanpanyi^dwoorthree 
candidates  in  mind  for  the  finance  dreectoriSpost  Shares 
■  in  House  of  Eraser,  which  were  floated  at  I80p  two  years 
ago  when  Mohamed  Al  Fayed  sold  out  of  the  company, 
slipped  Ip  to  152p  yesterday.  Pennington,  page  29 


Redland  warning 


STERLING’S  strength  and  continuing  problems  in  the 
German  economy  have  hit  profits  at  Redland,  the  building 
materials  group  said.  Rudolph  Agnew,  chairaan.  said  that, 
so  far,  fourth-quarter  sales  in  continental  Europe  were 
"slightly  behind  expectations’*,  with  the  exception  of  German 
roofing  A  sfowerthan  expected  improvement  in  German 
margins  had  also  hit  profits:  The  warning  came  at  the 
extraorctiri&ry  meeting  held  to  approve  foe  merger  of  its 
directly  owned  German  roofing  business,  with  Braas.  the 
50.76  per  ceni-owned  German  subsiiUaiy^  Tempos,  page  30 


‘Spy*  ruling  favours  GM 


Volkswagen  osald  face  bffliowfonar  damages  dairos 
after  an  American  court  ruled  that  General  Motors*s 
industrial  e^riOTiagclawsuit  against  foe  German  carmaker 
can  proceed  under  US  racketeering  law.  GM  has  accused 
Jos6  Ignacio  L6pez  de  Arriortua,  its  former  purchasing  chief, 
and  other  former  employees  of  stealing  confidential 
doenmentswben  they  leftGM  to  join  VW  in  March  1993.  GM 
yestexda^Lciftlled  for  the  resignation  of  Seffor  Lopez  before  it 
would  cpwriapr  apout-of-court  settlement  withVW,  Europe's 
biggest  car  manufacturer. 


GEC  denied  in  France 


THE  French  Government  yesterday  said  that  GEC  would 
tint  be  aflmtetito  hold  a  50  per  cent  stake  in  Framatome,  the 
■  stete^rwned-^rnHjear  engineering  company.  The  GEC- 
Alsfoom  jgfrtt.  venture  is  currently  seeking  government 
aCTrov&t^ tor* at^cedver  of  Framatom.  Lord  Weinstodc,  the 
foEmeP&EC  mfmagjrig  director,  bad  said  that  GEC  would 
.insist  cna  50  per  cent  stake  to  preserve  the  balance  of  power 

-«  I1-?—". -  -T-aTr.  r- -  _ l^.  lw.^1 


in  Auggsfc'  :5aadM*!Eftmaiame  is  an  important  operation 
because ^Lad^T'^pw  an  alternative  again.” 


M  idKen  ttacks  MMC 


MED  KENT  HOU3^N^;  tfae  water  company,  has  ctm- 

denmed  .aMnnflpo&s.and  Mergers  Ccanmission  inquiry  into 

^  woukHje  takedver  by  Saur  and  General  Utilities  as  costly 

and  tifne  eobstoEfrg*.'  It  said  that  so  far  it  had  spent  £1.26 

mifinQ  m  captesting  titebid  and  dealing  yrith  die  MMC  Mid 
JCenl  repealed  ^  per’cept  fall  in  priHiax.  profits  to  E4.9 
yiar^ WS<$teinber  30  after  a  U5»milKnn 


cent  to  £75  million  and  earnings  rose  49.4  per  cent  to  35.  Ip  a 
share.  The  mtofrti  dividend  rises  to  I2p  a  share,  from625p. 


Meyer  bolds  dividend 


MEYER .  INTCW^XQNM,  *e  timber  and  buflding 
products  group,  is'lkdaang'me  interim  dividend  at  42p  a 
share.  In  the  set  manthsto  September  30.  prevtax  profits  were 
little  dnmged-at;£2Q5  mfllfan  (£20.1  million).  Earnings  were 
10.6p  a  share  (M-3p). Harry  Longman,  chairman,  said  it  was 
unlikely  ftte  sli^itni^HOvement  m  foe  housing  market  would 
:  effect,  resets  taafiEngJtt.  year.  He  expects  Meyer  to  take 
fort”  uPswm&Tonpos.  page  30 


up  20% 


software  group,  increased  pre-tax 
'“tvtQ  £3.2  mfiKon.  from  £25  mOBon,  in  the  six  months  to 
r30.lSale$  rose  by  20  per  cent  to  £195  million,  from 
to&jwith  earnings  increasing  to  175p  a  share  from 
145p:  Theinterium  dividend  is  lifted  to  3.6p  a  share  from  3p- 
Kevm  'OvttstalL.  chairman,  said  foe  group  had  achieved, 
strtetffgraw&  and  was  wdl  placed  to  axfoieve  further  growth 
:  strategic  acquisitions. 


Vibroplant  in  the  red 


VIBROPLANT,  foe  troubled  plant  hire  group,  recorded  a 
pretax  loss  of:£«LOOO  (E358  million  profit  in  foe  sixmonfos 
to  September  30.  It  said  investment  returns  were  at  an  all- 
tmtefaw.  Reported  turnover  halved  to  £17.8  million.  On  an 
underfraig  basis,  sales  were  only  7  per  cent  behind.  In  spite  of 

t5‘lp  il  ^  maintain  an. 
interim  dividend  of  1.4p,  due  on  January  9.  Its  shares  fen  5p 
.yesterday, to  a foree^  ™ 


Crabtree  suffers  slip 


CRAfrx  kEEGROUF,  the  metal  decorating  machinery  marru- 

PrattetoS^mfflicn 


fm  ^ 


OFT  undertaking 


foe  DiredorGeneral  of  Rwrli  ?  glve,wnrten  assurances  to 
honcer  compensation  pledges"  to 
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the  red 


□  THE  Chancellor  -looked 
weaiy.  and  impatient  yesterday, 
a  toodi  undmididmed  by  the 
ingratitude  ofthe  British  public 
wii  gave  his  ftidgaan  nranedi- 
ate  thumbsdown,  and  the  carp¬ 
ing  .from  the.Cfty  about  his 
arithmetic.  Immediatepost-Bud- 
get =  leacdons;  ‘-'.rarefy  - .  reflect 
Iongerrterm  assessments  —  in¬ 
deed,  you  couM  argue  that  most  : 
Budgets  Imgeronly  a  short  time 
in  the  collective  memory.  _ 

Nonetheless  the  negative  re¬ 
action  of  the  fmanaaf  markets  . 
has  beat  striking  given  that  Km 
Clarice,  if  anything,  delivered 
morefoan  any  could  have  ex- 
peded-  The  cunsrasus  view  be- 
fare  Badgeiday  was  that,  despite 
the  .political  pressure  -  under 
which.  the  Government  labours, 
Mr  Clarice  would  Hunt  tax  cuts  to 
.  £3  bdfion.  In  fact,  the  Budget  , 
presaged,  a .  xiet!  increase  in  . 
taxation. 

The  _  optimists  cm  .  'public 
borrowing  hoped  that  the  Chan¬ 
cellor  would  lower  his  forecast: 
for -the  .  public  sector  borrowing 
requirement  to  around  £21  hit 
Eon  for  netf  year;  In  feet,  he  art  it 
further.  Laying  aside  some  of  Mr 
Clarke’s  heroic  assumptions  on 
public  spending  control  and 
retewe’ raising  through  crack-7 
downs  an  benefit  fraud  and  tax 
avoidance,  the  Chancdlor  could 
scarcely  have  been  more  obliging 
to  the  Jeremiahs  in  the  City. 

And  yet  most  economists  have 


City  locked  in  cycle  of  pessimism 


decided  not  only  that  interest 


Budget  but  that  they  may  ac¬ 
tually  rise  by  more.  Mr  Clarice 
could  be  forgiven  for  wondering 
what  on  earth  he  could  have 
done  to  engender  some  optimism 
on  the  monetary,  side  at  least 
-  For  all  the  number-cnmcbing 
and  nit-picking  that  inevitably 
fopcw  Budgets  in  a  pditkal 
climate  of  mistrust  and  un¬ 
certainly,  the  fact  is  that  the 
contents  of  Mr  Clarkes  package 
are  seen  as  an  irrelevance  in  a 
CSty  ravaged  by  inflation  hys¬ 
teria.  The  markets  have  man¬ 
aged  to  convince  themselves  that 
the  British  economy  is  heading 
for  a  1980s-styie  boom  and  bust 
But  there  is .  nip-  compelling 
reason  for  this  collective  mania. 
Geoffrey  Dicks  of  NafWest  Mar¬ 
kets  is  one  of  the  very  few  CSty 
voices  who  feds  that  foe  Chan¬ 
cellor  has  delivered  a  genuinely 
tight  Budget,  which  will  Hunt 
rises  in  interest  rates.  He  notes, 
and  let  us  draw  up  but  a  short  list 
of  factors,  tbaf  oil  prices,  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  current  spike  up¬ 
wards  in  inflation,  are  beginning 
to  fell  back,  that  commodity 


ByPaulDurman 


A  LEADING  soft  drinks  com-  nuQtan  off  the  company’s 
party  is  delaying  key  price  profits, 
negotiations  with  Staley,  the  Staley'S  .inability  to  pass 
US  aim  of  Tate  &  Lyle,  the  '  high  com  costs  on  to  its 
sugar  and  sweeteners  group,  customers  was  the  main  lea¬ 
nt  the  hope  that  com  prices  son  behind  an  11  per  cent  fall 
will  continue  to  fall.  mTate&Lyte*  annual  pre-tax 

Staley,  which  contributed  profits  to  ■  £2763  million, 
an  estimated  40  per  cent  of  Staley's  own  profits  more  than 
Tate  &  Lyle’s  profits  in  1995,  halved  to  an  estimated  £70 
uses  com  tomaketfaesweeten-  -  million.  The  total  profit  from 
erin  drinks  such  as  Coca-Cola-  North  America  fell  to  £1162 
and  FepsL  The  outcome  of  its  million — a  34  per  cent  decline 
discussions  will  have  ah  im-  in  dollar  terms, 
partant  impact  .on  Tate  &  .  .  .  Helped  by  acquisitions, 
Lyle’S  profits  this  year.  ,  ..  Tate  &  Lyle’S  turnover  grew  16 

The  annual  price  negotiar  .  per  cent  to  £53  bfllxmin.the 
txms  usiialty  conduce  in  De-  - year,.jb  Segteribetv.28.  Tufty 
oember  but  Larry iftfllard  — diluted  earnings  rose  11  per 


Confirmed  fojbs.weeka&TatejSt: 
LyfoS  dtreef'  executive  —  said 
that  one  of  Staleys  major 
customers,  as  yet  unnamed, 
this  year  wants  to  wait  until 
January.  Coro  prices  have 

$5  a  tashe^laj^ 
this  year.  •  v  .  -- 

Gfllian  Broakfley,  analyst  at 
KWnwurt  Benson,  said' a  3-4 
per  cent  cut  Vi  the  price  Staley! 
achieves  for  its  high  fructose 
corn  sfyrup  could  knock  £50 

Standard 

link  with 

%  • 

Westpac 

:  By  Adam  Jones 

STANDARD ;  CHARTERED, 
the  hdernational  bank^  is  to 
join  forces  in  East  Asia  with 
Westpad  -Banking' Ctorpqra- 
tkm.  foe  second  largest  Aus¬ 
tralian  bank. 

Westpac  will -use  Standard 
Chartered’s  established  net¬ 
work  m  die.  region  to  provide 
banking  services  for  Asian 
customers,  including  tending 
and  trade  finance  facilities. 
The  deal  should  produce  prof¬ 
its.  of  between  £5  million  and 
E1Q  million  in  the  first  year, 
according  to  one  analyst. 

Initially,  Indonesia,  Malay¬ 
sia,  Thailand  and  Hong  Kong 
will  be  targeted  because,  of 
their  finks  to  business. in 
Australia  and  New  Zealand. 
The  strategic  relationship  will 
give  Westpac  customers  the 


by  an  Australian  bank. 

There  will  benotmhange  erf 
equity  between  the  two  par¬ 
ties.  Standard  Chartered,  has 
signed  similar  strategic  part¬ 
nership  deals  with  US  banks, 
inducting  one  with  First  Chi¬ 
cago  NBD  two  weeks  ago. 


dinned;  earnings  rose  a  per 
cent, to  429jx  The = company 
plans  to  pay  an  11.7p  final 
dividend  on  February  4,  in¬ 
creasing  the  total  payout  by  6 
percent  to  17p  a  share. 

The  company  said  the  cost 
of  tiie  July  explosion  at  its 
Weston  Sugar  factory  in 
ScotisbtufL  Nebraska,  was 
£103  mfllibn. 

European  profits  rose  6  per 
cent  to  £1523  mfllion- 

.  ,  Tempos,  page  30 


Approval 
sought 
for  drug 

BvEiucRbculy 


BRITISH  BIOTECH,  the 
biotechnology  company,  is 
seeking  regulatory  approval 
for  its  first  drug  and  expects 
-  commercial  sales  to  begin  in 
19S& 

The  drug,  an  acute pancre¬ 
atitis  treatment  called 
Letipatont whose  clinical  tri¬ 
als  in  Europe  have  just  fin¬ 
ished,  is  to  be  submitted  to  the 
European  Medicines  Evalua¬ 
tion  Agency  before  March.  It 
vrifi  probably  be  submitted  to 
the  US  Food  arid  Drug  Ad- 
immstratjoa  in  1998. 

James  Noble,  finance  direc¬ 
tor,  said  that  the  company 
.  would  have  to  spend  about 
£10  million  of  its  £195  minion 
in  cash  reserves  to  market 
Lenpafent,  which  win  have 
the  -  commercial  name  of 
Zacotex. 

:  The  company  reported  a 
pre-tax  lass  of  £16.1  million 
m  the'  first  halt  against  a 
loss  of  £U  million  previous¬ 
ly,  partly  because  of  higher 
spending  on  research  and 
devetopmeziL  The  shares 
finished  at  223b p,  up  ’ap. 


e  Whitbread  pays  £46m 
for  BrightReasons 


WHITBREAD,  the  leisure 
and  drinks  company,  yester¬ 
day  continued  its  move  Into 
foe  restaurant  trade  with  the 
£46  million  purchase  of 
BrightReasons  group,  owner 
of  Bella  Paste  and  Pmaland 
(Alasdair  Murray  writes). 

David  Thomas,,  managing 
director  ofWhitbread’s  restau¬ 
rant  and  leisure  division,  said 
foe  aanpany  is  aiming  fo 
expand'  Bella ;  Paste  quickly. 
The  104  JEtealaod  4ites  are  to 
be  asserted  to.  other 
Whitbrestd  brands.  Bright-* 


Reasons*  Pizza  Piazza  drain 
will  be  sold  ©prevent  conflict 
Of  interest  wife  Whitbread's 
Pirn  Hut.  Whitbread  recently 
purchased.  Pelican  for  £137 
rmllian  and  is  keen  ID  roll  out 
its  brands,  which  include 

Done  and  Cafe  Rouge,  across 

the  country. 

BrightReasons  was  founded 
in  1990  after  Michael  Guthrie, 
former  head  of  Mecca  Leisure, 
led  a  buyout  of  the  restaurants 
from  Grand  Metropolitan.  He 
invested  £200,000 and  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  realise  about  £5  million. 


prices  are  weak  and  toning, 
earnings-  growth  is  running  at 
around;  4  per  cent,  still  very  low 
fay  historical  standards,  mort¬ 
gage  lending  is  up  a  modest  43 
per  cent  over  a  year  ago,  manu¬ 
facturing  industry  has  barely 
shewn  any  growth  for  a  year  and 
the  exchange  rate  is  soaring. 

These  are  hardly  the  harbin¬ 
gers  of  a  runaway  boom.  But  it 
seems  that  the  CSty  is  caught  in 
an  obsessive  cycle  of  pessimism, 
which  argues  that  the  British 
economy  can  only  bear  inflation 
if  it  grows  persistently  below 
trend.  Surely  we  can  enjoy  one 
year  of  healthy  growth  without 
the  alarm  hells  ringing? 

In  the  interim, 
look  for  a  change 

□  IT  was  I  Cl  that  started  this 
particular  hall  rolling.  In  1955 
the  company  published  the  first 
interim  statement  from  any  pub¬ 
lic  company.  Leaving  a  year 
between  communications  with 
shareholders  no  longer  seemed 
sensible.  Since  then  interim 
reporting  has  become  the  norm, 
bat  the  practice  has  grown  in  a 
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surprisingly  haphazard  way.  For 
example,  interim  repents  do  not 
have  to  be  audited,  which  means 
do  outside  body  is  required  to 
ensure  they  coincide  with  events 
in  the  real  world. 

Furthermore  the  Stock.  Ex¬ 
change  stiQ  allows  the  halfway 
accounts  to  be  produced  up  to 
four  months  after  the  accounting 
date.  They  are  allowed  to  be 
published  on  an  ‘integral’  basis, 
so  that  any  potential  nasties  in 
the  figures  can  be  ignored  in  the 
hope  that  they  will  have  been 
sorted  out  by  foe  year  end 
Interim  reporting  is  an  oddity  in 
a  tightly  regulated  finaiirial 
world  were  reporting  is  steadily 
moving  onto  a  read  time  basis. 

The  Accounting  Standards 
Board  (ASB)  wants  to  change  tiie 


rules.  It  would  change  foe  basis 
of  the  rules  from  the  “integral”  to 
the  “discrete",  meaning  interim 
reports  would  have  to  stand 
alone.  If  that  meant  that  com¬ 
panies  with  an  emphasis  cm 
seasonal  trading,  such  as  tour 
operators  or  retailers,  reported 
one  good  half  year  and  foe  other 
one  lousy,  then  in  the  words  of 
Sir  David  Tweedie,  foe  ASB 
chairman,  “tough”. 

The  new  proposals  would  also 
shorten  the  periods  by  which  foe 
reports  have  to  be  produced  to  a 
stiQ-generous  60  days.  In  a  world 
where  technology  drives  the 
speed  of  finanrialreporting.  that 
seems  more  than  enough  time 
for  an  efficient  company  to  put  its 
figures  oul  One  should  remem¬ 
ber  the  real  reason  behind  the 
old  four-month  rule,  which  was 
that  as  most  companies  have  a 
December  year  end,  the  busy 
period  for  interim  reporting 
would  otherwise  toll  in  August. 

The  City's  holiday  period  was 
considered  sacrosanct,  and 
hence  foe  four-monih  leeway. 
Best  practice  these  days  should 
be  speedily  produced  audited 
accounts  that  reflect  what  has 
happened  in  the  previous  six 


months.  A  few  grouse  might  live 
longer  and  more  productive 
lives,  but  at  least  shareholders 
would  be  kept  in  touch. 

New  targets, 
same  axe 

□  THE  third  high-profile  depar¬ 
ture  from  House  of  Fraser  this 
year,  but  shareholders  might  be 
forgiven  for  wondering  whether 
foe  wrong  man  keeps  dodging 
the  axe.  Richard  Scott  has  quit  as 
finance  director  “to  pursue  his 
private  interests",  a  phrase  in 
this  case  even  more  coded  and 
meaningless  than  usual. 

Earlier  this  year  Andrew  Jen¬ 
nings  gave  way  to  John  Coleman 
as  chief  executive,  and  Tony 
Hancock,  the  operations  direc¬ 
tor,  walked  to  pursue,  yes  in¬ 
deed,  other  interests.  Both 
deparzees,  like  Mr  Scott,  were 
old  House  of  Fraser  hands 
dating  bade  to  the  days  when  it 
was  owned  by  the  Fayeds.  The 
old  guard,  therefore,  has  been 
ritually  purged  to  atone  for  the 
awful  share  price  performance 
by  House  of  Fraser  since  the  float 
in  1994  at  ISOp  —  last  night  the 
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So  here's  a  Jit  tie  puzzle  for  you.  If  PC  manufacturers 
have  all  this  cutting-edge  technology, 

\vhv  does  it  take  most  of  them  two  weeks  to  deliver? 


%,  aw-. 


What  technology  are  we  talking  here?  Bicycles?  Shire  horses; 


sar..*  - 

Baffled?  Don't  worry. 


Here  at  Hewlett-Packard,  where  we  deliver 
great-value,  cutting-edge  PCs  in  just  two 
working  davs,  we're  fairlv  smart  ourselves. 


Hewlett-Packard  Veetra  VL  S/120" 

*  Pentium*  processor  12014Hz  with 
840MB  enhanced  IDE  bard  disk 
-  ant  EDO  RAH  *  256KB  pipeline 
brnst  cynchroMHH  cache  •  Bos  Master 
enhanced  IDE  HDD  controller 

•  Desktop  4x4  package  -  Windows 
for  Workgroups  S.1 1  or  windows  95 
pre-loaded  •  Win  95  keyboard  and 


mouse  •  HP  DW  250 pre4oaded  •  Dual 
level  password  •  14*  low  enriastona 
1024  monitor  *  3  jre&r  _ 
warranty,  1st  year  on  site 
Other  Hewlett-Packard 
PCs  available  within  48 
boors'  •  HP  Refaa  VL  MS? 

Pentium  processor  138MHz,  “'^j 

1J28GB  HDD,  16MB  BAM,  ^  “ 


15*  low  emissions  1024  monitor  at 
£1,069  ex-  VAT  1&1.244-33  Inc.  VATJ 
•  HP  Vectra  VL  6/168’ 
Pentium  processor  166MHz, 
'  1.28GB  HDD.  IfiStfB  RAM, 

15'  low  emissions  1024 
!  monitor  it  SI  ,289  ex.  VAT 
jjjVV  (£1,614.68  Inc- VAT)  •  HP 
— Vectra XM  6/1 W Network 


Ready,  Pentium  processor  166MHz, 
L28GB  HDD,  16MB  ^ |H| 

RAM,  15'  low  JuUN 
emissions  1024  I 
monitor  at  £1,330  V  ^  ^ 
ex.  VAT  (I!  ,573.83  penti(Jm* 
lac.  VAT).  I»i»enn» 

Telephone  0990  47  47  47 

for  farther  information. 


excluding  VaT 


£849 


£997.58 


including  VAT 


shares  dosed  at  152p.  Mr  Cole- 
mao,  carrying  out  one  of  those 
strategic  reviews  (hat  manage¬ 
ment  consultants  seem  to  see  as 
foe  solution  to  any  problem,  did 
let  slip  one  significant  remark 
yesterday.  The  people  who 
we’re  targeting."  he  said,  "are 
not  foe  people  who  in  the  past 
have  tended  to  shop  at  our 
stores.” 

Picture  in  your  mind  the 
typical  House  of  Fraser  cus¬ 
tomer,  and  you  see  a  tweedy 
woman  of  indeterminate  middle 
age  up  from  foe  Shires.  Not  only 
is  that  type  prone  to  take  offence 
at  being  told  she  is  no  longer 
wanted  around  here  any  more 
foe  task  of  moving  her  out  and 
moving  in  the  young,  fashion¬ 
able  high-spender  is"  a  notori¬ 
ously  difficult  one.  House  of 
Fraser  knows  foe  customers  it 
wants  and  it  knows  the  way  to 
attract  them  is  to  put  the  right 
sort  of  goods  in  the  stores  and 
then  market  them  properly.  If 
only  it  were  that  simple. 

The  management  probably 
has  another  year  to  demonstrate 
that  the  strategy  has  been  both 
identified  and  achieved  —  say  by 
foe  next  set  of  interims  in 
September  1997.  Failure  will 
mean  another  purge  —  taking  in 
at  last  the  prime  axe-dodger, 
Brian  McGowan,  the  man 
brought  out  of  retirement  by  the 
Fayeds  to  supervise  the  flotation 
for  a  fee  of  half  a  million  pounds. 
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STOCK  MARKET 
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Shares  beat  the  retreat 


as  profit-takers  move  in 


ATTEMPTS  to  extend  the 
equity  market's  strong  run  on 
the  bade  of  the  Budget  propos¬ 
als  Faltered  after  the  profit- 
takers  moved  in. 

An  early  mark-up  of  almost 
17  points  soon  evaporated  as 
City  pundits  reached  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  the  expected  boom 
in  consumer  spending  was 
likely  to  lead  to  another  rise  in 
interest  rates  sooner  rather 
than  later. 

in  the  event,  the  FT-SE  100 
index  moved  into  reverse, 
falling  almost  30  points  at  one 
.stage  as  Wall  Street  opened 
with  further  losses.  The  index 
dosed  \92  down  at  4.049-2  in 
thin  volumes  that  saw  a  total 
of  714  million  shares  traded. 

The  setback  for  the  index 
might  have  been  worse  had  it 
not  been  for  speculative  buy¬ 
ing  of  Smith  Kline  Beecham. 
up29hpto  SOS’z  p  on  turnover 
of  sue  million  shares,  on  talk 
that  Roche  might  be  poised  to 
bid.  It  followed  reports  that 
the  Swiss  pharmaceutical 
giant  had  applied  to  its  Ameri¬ 
can  bankers  to  extend  lines  of 
credit 

At  these  levels.  Smith  Kline 
Beecham  carries  a  price  tag  of 
£21  billion.  Roche  declined  to 
comment  on  the  claims.  Ln  the 
past  it  has  also  been  linked 
with  Zeneca,  down  lip  at 
£16. 67  hip. 

One  of  the  best  moves  on  the 
day  was  recorded  in  T&N.  up 
32p  at  176*2  p  as  it  announced 
it  was  writing  off  £373  million 
to  limit  its  liability  to  as  best  o- 
sis  claims.  Under  the  scheme 
the  group  will  ring-fence 
future  claims  with  extra  insur¬ 
ance  cover  worth  up  to  £500 
million.  Brokers  are  now  talk¬ 
ing  the  price  up  to  the  200p 
level.  By  the  dose  of  business 
more  than  11  million  shares 
had  changed  hands. 

Redland  dropped  30p  to 
3644  p  after  warning  that 
fourth-quarter  volumes  in 
Germany  were  not  matching 
expectations.  The  pound’s 
strength  against  the  mark  was 
also  giving  cause  for  concem. 

The  profits  setback  at  Tate 
&  Eyfe  was  no  worse  than 
expected  and  an  upbeat  state¬ 
ment  about  foe  outlook  for  foe 
depressed  US  market  lifted 
foe  shares  9p  to  479p. 

Dixons  shed  a  further  3p  to 
5474 p.  stretching  the  falls 
during  foe  past  two  days  to 
23p.  This  follows  the  Chancel- 
tor's  derision  to  effectively 
raise  foe  tax  relating  to  pay¬ 
ments  on  extended  warran¬ 
ties.  Brokers  say  the  move 
may  also  affect  Kingfisher, 
down  4p  at  620 4 p  and  Thorn. 


The  rise  in  excise  duty  on  alcopops  hit  Bass  and  Menydown 


64 p  off  at  272*2 p.  National 
Westminster  Bank  may  be 
another  casualty  of  the  move 
through  its  Lombard  leasing 
subsidiary.  It  fell  13p  to  6834  p. 

The  40  per  cent  increase  in 
excise  duty  on  “alcopops"  — 
alcoholic  lemonades  —  left 
Bass,  which  makes  Hoopers 
Hooch.  20p  down  at  7904  p. 
and  Merrydown,  which 
makes  Two  Dogs,  5p  off  at 


foe  second  year  running  with 
useful  gains.  Born  Stewart 
firmed  14p  to  71p, 
Glenmorangie  ‘A’  20p  to  825p, 
and  Highland  Distilleries  4p 
to  3374 p.  But  profit-taking  lot 
Guinness  64  p  lower  at  452p, 
and  Grand  Metropolitan 
54  p  off  at  465p. 

Fading  bid  hopes  left  Brit¬ 
ish  Gas  another  iOp  lower  at 
221  p.  Earlier  this  week  Shell 


Hanson  rose  14  p  to  SOp  on  a  turnover  of  15.6  million  after  daims 
that  a  break-up  bid  for  foe  rump  of  foe  company  may  be  coming. 
Hanson  has  already  divested  Imperial  Tobacco  and  Mfflennium, 
leaving  Energy  Group  and  some  building  products  interests. 
With  the  shares  depressed.  Hanson  may  be  vulnerable. 


934  p.  Matthew  Clark,  foe 
drinks  distributor,  finned  ]p 
to  294p.  Its  shares  fell  sharply 
earlier  this  year  after  it  said 
that  profits  had  been  hit  fay  the 
increased  competition  from 
alcopops.  HP  Buhner  also 
drew  strength  from  foe  in¬ 
creased  duty  with  a  rise  of  84  p 
to  5424  p. 

The  smaller  distillers  cele¬ 
brated  the  4  per  cent  reduction 
in  duty  on  a  bottle  of  scotch  for 


denied  recent  reports  by  rul¬ 
ing  out  foe  prospect  of  a 
merger  with  British  Gas.  Bro¬ 
kers  say  British  Gas  is  also  a 
casualty  of  Budget  measures 
go  squeeze  capital  allowances 
on  long-life  assets.  Shell  fell 
12p  to  9884 p. 

Severn  Trent  is  another 
company  that  could  suffer 
from  foe  squeeze  on  capital 
allowances.  The  shares  fell 
64p  to  660p  after  figures  on 
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Tuesday.  Meyer  Internation¬ 
al  tumbled  17p  to  370b  p  after 
it  emerged  that  the  expected 
pick-up  in  trading  at  Jewson, 
foe  newly  refurbished  chain  of 
laiilders’  merchants,  was  not 
now  expected  until  the  final 
quarter  of  the  year.  Brokers 
had  been  hoping  for  the 
benefits  to  become  apparent  at 
foe  start  of  the  second  half. 

Forward  Group  fell  6*3  p  to 
KH'zp  as  a  line  of  I2U552 
shares  went  through  the  mar¬ 
ket  at  lQSp,  a  discount  to  foe 
ruling  price.  The  shares  fell 
recently  after  a  profits 
warning. 

*  VIbropIanL  the  plant  hire 
group,  slipped  2p  to  66 'a  p 
after  plunging  into  foe  red  at 
the  half-way  stage.  The  set¬ 
back  was  attributed  to  de¬ 
pressed  conditions  and  the 
cost  of  restructuring. 

The  Oriental  Restaurant 
Group  finned  2p  to  240>ap  on 
the  back  of  a  useful  increaase 
in  half-year  profits.  A  rise  in 
profits  also  lifted  KewQl  Sys¬ 
tems  25p  to  482b  p.  Crabtree 
Group  held  steady  at  242p  in 
spite  of  a  steep  profits  decline 
last  year  from  £4.9  million  to 
£2.6  million. 

News  of  the  link-up  with 
Bill  Gates's  Microsoft  lifted 
Internet  Technology  Group 
6p  to  494 p.  Under  foe  terms 
of  the  deal  users  of  Windows  ■ 
95  wiU  be  able  gain  access  to 
foe  Internet  via  ITCs  Global 
Internet  service. 

□  GILT-EDGED:  Investors 
in  the  bond  market  began 
picking  holes  in  foe  Budget's 
proposals  as  worries  about 
another  rise  in  interest  rates 
resurfaced  Some  claimed  that 
the  Chancellor's  iargets  were 
unlikely  to  be  achieved 

Details  of  the  next  auction 
finally  capped  a  lacklustre 
session  and  sent  prices  head¬ 
ing  south  the  rest  of  the  day. 
The  Bank  of  England  intends 
to  issue  £25  billion  of  Trea¬ 
sury  7  per  cent  2002.  The  issue 
is  less  than  forecast  in  some 
quarters,  but  this  did  nothing 
to  improve  sentiment 

In  the  futures  pit,  the  De¬ 
cember  series  of  the  Long  Gilt 
finished  £7i  blower  at  £11019j2 
as  foe  total  number  of  con¬ 
tracts  reached  102,000. 

In  longs.  Treasury  8  per  cent 
2015  fell  £‘2  at  £103‘  'sx,  while 
among  shorter-dated  coupons. 
Treasury  8  per  cent  2000  eased 
three  ticks  to  E1G3932. 

□  NEW  YORK:  US  stocks 
were  mostly  weaker  in  quiet 
pre-Thanksgiving  holiday 
trading.  At  midday,  the  Dow 
Jones  industrial  average  was 
dawn  30.93  points  to  6,497.48. 
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OVER  foe  top  might  best  - describe  T&N's 
pnMrggt*  of  provisions  and  insurance  against 
asbestos-related  injury  daims.  In  total,  the 
motor  components  group  has  erected  a 
around  the  asbestos  problem  high  enough  to 
cover  £1  j  billion  worth  of  daims  from  future 
asbestosis  sufferers.  That  is  about  double  the 
worst-case  prognosis  for  foe  company. 

But  you  can  nardly  criticise  T&N  for  a  belt 
and  hraces  approach.  The  asbestos  legacy  has 
deprived  the  cmnpanyV  cashflow  of  some  £50 
iruUion  a  year.  To  its  great  credit,  T&N  has 
coped  weQ  with  foe  problem  and  developed  a 
leading  components  maker  whose  main 
purpose  so  far  has  been  to  finance  a  stream,  of 
personal  ipjury  claims.  Locked  within,  is  foe 
potential  for  a  more  dynamic  and  successful 
company  which  until  now  has. not  had  foe 
financial  clout  to  build  on  its  portfolio,  of 


motor  component  businesses- 
.  SXlbensdunidt  will  be  wived,  al Ajudi 
foe  company  needs  somewhere  to  park  its 
option  on  the  German  piston  company,  which 

expires  in  December.  •  , 

TTie  writedown  of  £373  million  looks 
‘  dramatic  but  wffl  not  affect  cashflow,  barring 
the  £92  million  insurance  premium.  More- 
over.T&N  is  building  a  separate  rash  fund  to 
-  pay  off  daims;  replacing  foe  annual  asbestos 
write-off  with  a  one-off  provision  wfll  unprove 
dividend  cover..  . 

■  But  for  shareholders,  foe  immediate  effect 
could  be  to  put  T&N  in  play.  Every  merchant 
'  bank  in  foe  City  has  at  one  time  or  another 
sought  to  arrange  a  bid  for  the  company,  but 
asbestos  has  so  far  proved  to  be  a  good 
repellent  By  sweeping  foe  dust  mto  a  bin, 

T&N  has  made  itsdf  a  much  deaner  target 
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LAST  YEAR  Ta!e&  Lyle  was 
hurt  by  rising  com  prices. 
Today  the  threat  is  from 
falling  com  prices.  This  is 
foe  topsyturvy  world  of 
Staley,  foe  American  nulling- 
business  that  uses  corn  to 
make  sweeteners  used  in  soft 
drinks. 

Staley's  contribution  to 
Tate  &  Lyle’s  profits,  dose  to 
£150  minion  in  the  year  to 
September  31,  fell  hack  to  an 
estimated  £70  million  last 
year.  Com  doubled  In  price, 
to  $5  a  bushel,  and  Staley 
was  unable  to  persuade 
Coca-Cola  and  Pepsi  to  swal¬ 
low  it  The  problems  were 
ezaoerbated  by  excess  min¬ 
ing  capacity  and  low  gaso¬ 
line  prices,  which  prevented 
Staley  switching  fructose 
production  over  to  ethanol 

Two  out  of  foe  three  prob¬ 
lems  have  eased.  Gasoline 
prices  have  risen  sharply 


and  com  has  fallen  bade  to 
more  normal  price  levels. 
The  trouble-  is,  foe  eda 
companies  are  waiting  to  see 

if  com  wfll  fall  further. 

Were  Staley  able  to  main¬ 
tain  last  year’s  prices  it  might 
enjoy  a  £50  million  profit 
bounce.  However,  excess  ca¬ 
pacity  could-  force  it-  to  cut 
prices  by  between  3  and  4  per 
mit,  leading  to  a  more- 


meagre  recovery.  Yet  Tate  & 
Lyle’s  long-term  prospects 
remain  solid.-  - 
The  first  substantial  prof¬ 
its  are  beginning  to  flow 
from  investments  in  emerg¬ 
ing  markets  totalling  £151 
million.  But  imtil  the  fruc¬ 
tose  price  negotiations  are 
resolved  in  January,  its 
shares  are  best  left  to  those 
who  enjoy  a  gamble. 
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Capital  Shop  625%  n/p  14 
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Regailan  Prps  n/p  (30)  14  -.4 
Staids  n/p  (82)  44  -f  4 
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WHAT  is  to  be  done  with 
Redland?  Back  in  the  sum¬ 
mer  life  almost  looked  rosy 
and-  the  share  price  was 
approaching  £5.  In  July,  the 
building  materials .  group 
predicted  improving  volumes 
ni-  the  second  half  after 
agreeing  to  merge  its  roof  tile 
operations  with  Braas  and 
taking  a  majority  share  in  the 
German  company.  As  part  of 
the  restructuring,  it  mid  its 
bricks  business  to  Ibstockbut  ‘ 
in  September  the  gloom  set  in 
again  as  the  market  realised 
that  •  Redland  had  become 
even  more  exposed  to  soggy 
Continental  markets. 

.'-Since  then,  .  Redlands 
share  price  has  plunged  to 
364p.  shedding  most  of  foe 
gains  won  from  shuffling  its 
bundle  of  bricks,  blocks  and 
tiles.  Yesterday's  trading 
statement  cast  more  gloom 
on  the  proceedings  wfth  a 
warning  about  weak  vol¬ 
umes  in  France,  new  product 
delays  and  the  strength  of 
sterling.  The  combined  effect 


should  cause  year-end  profits 
to  slip  £20  million  to  £260 
million,  yet  it  would  be  easy 
to  overplay  .foe  setback.  The 
market  should  have  factored 
in  the  effect  of  a  stronger 
pound  cm  a  company  exposed 
to  the  mark.. 

Ultimately,  .  Redland  is 
Braasrapfayonarpcoveiym 
the  Continental  building  sec¬ 
tor.  That  will  not  happen 
quickly  but  Redland  muddies  ■- 
the  waters  .with  its  .other, 
investments  in  quarries  arid 
in  foe  US.  Eventually,  a 
demerger  of  Braas  is  what 
foe  market,  hopes  for. 


Meyer 


WHAT  do  John  Mayor  «and 
Harry  Langman  havein  cora- 
mon?  Both,  are  praying  for  a 
full  recovery  in  foe-heusmg' 
market  The  Prime  Minister^ 
only  hope  of  keeping  his  job 
after  Ken  Clarice*  cautious 
Budget  may  he  a  surge  in 
house  juices  to  rekindle  foe 
“feel-good"  factor.  Mr  hang¬ 
man.  the  Meyer  International 
chairmap.  is  no  .less  depen¬ 


dent  on  a  housing  recovery. 
Announcing  flat  interim  re¬ 
sults,  he  reminded  investors 
that  improvements  in  hous¬ 
ing  starts  told  transactions 
should  lead  to  increased  de¬ 
mand  for  bath  timber  and 
building  materials. 

Mr  hangman  reckons  im- 
_  provement  is.cn  the  way  but. 
the  market  is  not  convinced 
and  worries' that  interest 
rates  wiU  soon  rise.  In  a  drift- 
fog  marked.  Meyer  will  re¬ 
main  in.  limbo  with  the 
likelihood  that  bid  specula¬ 
tion  .will  return.  Earlier  this 
year,  Wobeley,  RMC  and 
CRH  were  tipped  as  possible 
bidders  for  the  company. 
Strangef-bnflding  materials  i 
groups  can  profit  in  a  dug-  ' 
gish  period-  by  purchasing 
market  share.  However, 
Meyer  is  not  so  blessed. 
Without  such  strong  cash 
flow,  acquisitions  will  not 
coine  to  Meyer’s  rescue  and  it 
could  find  itself  a  bid  target 
Good  news  for  investors,  less 
so  for  Mr  Langmian. 
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lime  and  tie 
wait  for  no  one 

ANYONE  who  may  be 
wondering  why  Kenneth 
Cfarxke’s  tie  was  so  lame  in 
comparison  to  his  jokes, 
read  on. 

In  the  panic  that 
stemmed  from  the  Budget 
leak,  the  Chancellor's  at¬ 
tire  was  the  last  thing  oh 
his  mind.  A  keen  twitch  er. 
Ken  had  intended  to  . wear 
a  personal  favourite  ■*—  a 
deep  pink;  number,  deco¬ 
rated  with  blue  birds:  La 
the  frenzy,  however,  it  was 
nowhere  to  be  found. 

The  Chancellor  was  in¬ 
stead  forced  to  wear  a  far 
more  sober  number,  61 
deep  blue  w^tfa  yeflow 
feathers  and  red  Lancaster 
roses.  It  was  fris  Duchy  of- 
Lan  caster  tie:  handed  over: 
from  John  Major  in  1987.- 

Histoiy  repeats 

NEPOTISM  isn’t  strictly  a 
family  affair.  Take  blue-  ' 
bloodied  private  bankers 
Robert  Fleming  who  yes-, 
today  promoted  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  John  Manser,  man 
and  boy  a  Flemings  insid¬ 
er,  to  replace  Robin  Flem¬ 
ing  as  chairman  of  the 
ultimate  parent  company.. 
Meanwhile  William  Gar¬ 
rett.  also  man  and  boy  a 
Fleming,  is  to  take  oyer  as 
chief  executive.  Not  so 
surprising  is  the  fad  that 
Manser  personally  em¬ 
ployed  the  Cambridge- 
educated  Garrett  another 
law  graduate,  back  ip  1970. 

A  MOUNTAIN-MOVING 
report  from  theTUC.  Who 
would  have  guessed  that 
the  majority  of  todays 
trade  unionists  are  male, 
over2S,  live  in  the  North,' 
work  full  rime  and  in 
large  workplace#.  ■ 


“Ofwat  is  quite  light — 
we  should  mend 
ourleafctng  pipes" 

Wronf  number 

THE  ailing  House  of  Fraser 
not  only  misplaced  ' a  ' fi¬ 
nance  director  yesterday, 
but  also  forgot .  its  head 
office  telephone  number. 
The  line  listed  on  its  Stock 
Exchange  announcement 
was  that  of  another  troubled 
soul.  The  Independent 
newspaper.  For  future  ref¬ 
erence,  John  Coleman, 
chief  executive  at  HoF, 
your  company  telephone 
number  is  0171-963  2000; 

Budget toast 

THE  old' adage  that  ac¬ 
countants  are  boring  took 
a  battering  yesterday  as: 
the  bean  counters  met  for 
their  post-Budgd  '  get- 
togethers.  Coopers  '  & 
Lybrand  employees 
tucked  into  anearty  morn¬ 
ing  fuO  English  breakfast 
at  The  Savoy,  white  suits, 
from  KPMG  sat  down_to 
salmon  and  - eggs  45  min¬ 
utes  later  at  The  Brewery 
on  ChisweH  Street  Price 
Waterhouse  celebrated  on 
hs  premises,  while  Ernst  & 
Young  ripped  cocktails  at 
TTie  Queen  Elizabeth  n 
Conference  Centre.  It  was, . 
however,  a  non-event  at 
Arthur  Andersen. 

No  one  home 

AS  the  Inland  Revenue 
tries  to  recruit  new 
taxmen,  it  might  reflect  on 
the  hoards  who  have  head¬ 
ed  towards  the  private 
sector.  Remember  Andrew 
Nutbrown,  at  tax  advisers 
Ddoitte  &  Touifre,  and  4' 
former  senior  compliance 
officer  like  Michael 
Alcock,  who  is  amenity 
on  trial  for  corruption.  So, 
did.  Mr'Ntifbrown  make 
any  visits  to  the  famous 
room  69?*Unfoxtunatdy  I 
went  to  room  7L”  he  teHs 
me.  “No  one  was  home." 

MORAG  PRESfTDN 


Kennetii  Clarke's  daim  that  “good 
ectstomics  is  good  politics-  looks 
prematura,  ftcple  who  reject  a  pan- 
European  currency  on  principle  may  think 
it  a  dangerous  idea.  The  Chancellor's  pre¬ 
election  Budget  does,  however,  suggest  that 
bad  economics  will  no  longer  win  votes. 

At  last,  it  seems,  we  have  learnt  our 
lesson.  Juicy  pre-election  handouts,  however 
plausible  they  seem lat  foe  time;  tend  to  come 
-with  invisible  elastic  attached  that  ihwangs 
them  back  to  the.Exchequer  once  the  votes 
have  been  counted.  Pre-deed  on  largesse 
often  places  a  losing  bet  on  the  economy  toa 
The  ensuing  damage  leaves  us  worse  off 
'  than  we  started,  whether  handouts  are  in 
the  form  of  tax  cuts,  as  in  1987,  or  popular 
spending  ptedges,.as  in  .1992. 

What  a  pity  the'penny  took  so  long  to' 
drop.  A  review  of  postwar  Budgets  com  jnled 

by  Price  Waterhouse,  the  accountancy  firm, 
snows  that  this  was  happening  bade  in  foe 
1950s.  A  cheerful  tax-cutting  Budget  before 
foe  1959  election  was  followed  by  a  sternly 
tough  one  foe  following  March.  Further 
essays  in  the  genre  enlivened  Budget  days 
during  the  1960s  and  1970s.  Tories  were  the 
chief  exponents,  if  only  because  Labour 
Iacked  the  skill  to  manipulate  the  electoral /- 
economic  cyde.  Labour  was  addicted  to 
spending  pledges  in  Opposition.  In  foe 
1960s  and  1970s,  these  brought  crises  a  few 
years  info  their  term  of  office  and  tough 
Budgets  later  on  to  repair  the  damage. 

Voters  learnt  to  avoid  this  trap  sooner 
than  tiie  lure  of  votedxasing  tax  cuts.  By 
1992.  supposedly  popular  spending  commit- 


Realism  becomes  the  sceptic 
voter’s  friend,  at  least  on  paper 


mentis  had  become  such  an  electoral  risk 
that  Labour  offered  its  own  cod  pre-election 
Budget  to  give  them  some  credibility. 
Argument  still  rages  on  whether  this  cost 
Labour  the  election.  It  surely  did  not  help. 

The  1992  Budget  finally  broke  voters*  faith 
in -Tory  pre-election  tax  cuts.  For  better  or 
worse,  it  hastened  sterling’s  eviction  from 
Europe's  exchange-rate  mechanism  and 
exposed  foe  sham  of  relying  on  a  lax 
exchange  rate  discipline  to  do  the  work  of 
economic  management  Even  on  Treasury 
forecasts,  the  Budget  deficit  would  have 
doubled  in  199293  to  £28  billion,  then  4b 
per  cent  of  output.  In  the  event  it  was  6  per 
cent  with  worse  to  come.  The  tax  rises 
Labour  now'  brandishes  soon  followed. 

Under  Tony  Blair,  labour  has  necessarily 
made  a  virtue  of  caution  on  spending 
pledges.  Mr  Clarke  has  now  espoused  tax 
realism  on  behalf  of  Conservatives.  This 
looks  good  news  for  Britain’s  economy.  If 
voters  shun  something-  for-  nothing  prom¬ 
ises  or  quick  fiscal  fuss,  foe  economy  is 
much  more  likely  to  grow  at  a  steadier  pace, 
without  inflationary  booms,  or  recessions 
made  worse  fay  government  action.  If,  that 
is,  good  intentions  are  put  into  practice. 


GRAHAM  j 
SEARJEANT  j 

Labour's  Treasury  team  is  going  to  extremes 
to  avoid  spending  pledges.  Tories  are  trying 
just  as  hard  to  expose  hidden  ones.  On  foe 
surface,  Mr  Clarke's  Budget  is  exemplary'.  It 
contains  only  a  muted  £700  million  net  in 
fire-election  tax  concessions  and  raises 
revenue  in  ways  that  avoid  putting  up  prices 
and  welfare  spending.  With  brazen  honesty', 
it  also  publishes  in  advance  foe  traditional 
past-election  tax  rises:  in  this  case  on  profu- 
relaled  pay.  air  tickets,  investment  by 
utilities  and  new  oil  wells.  This  is  not  the 
scorched-earth  Budget  some  Tory  defeatists 


wanted.  On  Treasury  figures,  what  appears 
to  be  a  mildly  tax-cutting  Budget  would 
raise  foe  total  lax  burden  from  per  cent 
of  national  income  this  year  to  38b  per  cent 
in  1999-2000.  By  then,  on  plan,  the  percent¬ 
age  of  national  income  spent  by  government 
would  also  have  fallen  by  three  points, 
taking  the  Budget  at  last  back  into  balance. 

The  millennium  is.  however,  the  ultimate 
example  of  the  “medium  term".  Regular 
readers  of  foe  annual  Budget  Red  Book 
know  foai  all  things  are  projected  lo  balance 
in  foe  medium  term.  Of  late,  sadly,  this 
tends  to  move  bad;  a  year  every  rwelve 
months.  In  the  i 995-96  Red  Book,  the  deficit 
was  io  fall  from  £21  b  billion  that  vear  to  £13 
billion  in  1996-97  and  E5  billion  In  1997-98. 
Two  years  later,  with  no  shocks  intervening, 
borrowing  is  projected  to  fell  from  £26b 
billion  in  199697  to  £19  billion  in  1997-% 
and  £12  billion  in  1998-99. 

The  projected  cut  to  £19  billion,  steeper 
than  anticipated,  would  bring  foe  defidt 
under  the  maximum  3  per  cent  of  output  laid 
down  in  the  Maastricht  treaty’  for  any  EU 
country  not  actually  in  recession,  as  well  as 
being  a  condition  for  EMU.  Mr  Clarke  is 
understandably  proud  of  qualifying,  on 
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paper.  It  is  no  dead  certainty  that  lhe 
will  qualify  when  actual  figures  are  added 
up  15  months  hence.  The  plans  rely  on 
nearly  El  billion  from  closing  tax  loopholes 
and  on  economic  growth  accelerating  from 
2b  to  3b  per  cent,  albdt  in  line  with 
independent  forecasts. 

Britain  perennially  assumes  that  Euro¬ 
pean  currency  rules  should  apply  strictly  to 
others  but  scarcely  at  all  to  us,  one  reason 
why  the  ERM  experiment  failed.  Regardless 
of  EU  tests,  however,  borrowing  even  2b 
per  cent  of  national  income  after  six  straight 
years  of  growth  is  not  sensible  according  to 
the  Government's  own  lights.  By  then,  foe 
books  should  balance  fas  projected  in  the 
1995  Red  Book)  if  borrowing  is  to  average 
less  than  3  pier  cent  over  foe  economic  cyde. 
Even  if  foe  world  economy  has  entered  a 
golden  age  by  grace  of  the  US  Federal 
Reserve  Board,  as  Wall  Street  bulls  argue, 
there  will  still  be  growth  cycles  as  variation 
is  sales,  stocks  and  capital  spending 
interact.  Cycles  will  just  be  shallower. 

For  that  reason,  as  much  as  experience,  no 
credence  can  be  given  to  the  Budget’s 
medium-term  projections.  As  the  Institute 
for  Fiscal  Studies  noies.  spending  figures 
look  too  optimistic.  Maybe  that  does  not 
matter.  High  borrowing,  high  taxes,  and 
low  growth  may  be  acceptable,  to  avoid 
currency,  inflation  or  interest  rale  crises. 
Raising  foe  growth  rare  depends  on  a 
virtuous  circle  of  tax  cuts  that  in  turn  cut 
soda!  security  spending.  These  reforms  will 
only  be  possible  when  foe  medium  term 
arrives.  Realistically,  don't  wait  for  h. 


Auntie’s  transmission  sale  turns  sour 


The  prospect  of  an 
American  hold  on 
BBC  broadcast 
facilities  fuels 
monopoly  fears, 
says  Eric  Regoly 


The  privatisation  of  the 
BBC’S  transmission 
service,  a  sale  that 
Auntie  hoped  would 
be  dean,  quick  and  simple,  is 
turning  nasty.  No  one  particu¬ 
larly  opposes  foe  sale;  foe 
problem  lies  in  foe  identity  of 
foe  expected  purchaser,  an 
American  cable  company 
called  International  CableTel. 

Many  organisations  and 
axnpanies,  inducting  the  In¬ 
dependent  Television  Associ¬ 
ation  (ITVA)  and  British 
Telecom,  are  wary  of  CableTel 
for  the  simple  reason  that. a 
victory  would  give  it  a  monop¬ 
oly  an  all  terrestrial  TV  trans¬ 
missions  and  a  significant 
chunk  of  radio  and  mobile- 
phone  traffic.  CableTel  al¬ 
ready  owns  NTL,  which  is  the 
BBC  service's  only  competitor. 

The  critics  .  say  that,  a  • 
CahleTel  monopoly  would 
work  against  the  public  inter¬ 
est  They  fear  that  the  lade  of 
-  competition  will  lead  to  higher 
transmission  costs  for  broad-  - 
/casters,  leaving  less  money  for 
programming  and  other  ser- 
f  vices.and  detract  from  techno- 
i  logical  innovation.  • 

Tf  CableTel  wins,  it  will 
■  control  foe  transmissions,  for 
the.two-BBCTV  channels,  foe 
five- BBC  national  radio  sta¬ 
tions,  and  foe  Virgin,  Talk 
Radio  and  Classic  FM  com¬ 
mercial  stations.  Through 
NTL,  tt  already  supplies  trans- 
.  mission'  services  for  the  ITV 


to 


Bob  Phillis,  foe  BBC’s  Deputy  Director-GeoeraL  who  has  foe  task  of  selecting  one  of  foe  four  bidders  to  run  foe  transmission  service 


companies  and  Channel  4  and 
will  do  same  for  Channel  5 
when  it  launches.  The  com¬ 
bined  companies  would  have 
an  annual  turnover  of  more 
than  £170  million  and  be  at  the 
forefront  of  the  digital  TV 
revolution,  the  next  big  growth 
area  m  foe  mdustty.^';-  •  - 
..  Ina  submission  to  Oftel.  BT 
said:  “If  NTL  were  to.  acquire 
[foe  BBC  service],  then  all 
prospects  for  any  competition 
in  terrestrial  transmission 
would  be  eprainated .  = .  This 
will  become  more  significant 
after  the  move  to  digital,  when 
more  channels  will  become 
available.” 

Four  bids  for  the  BBC 
transmission  system,  com¬ 
prised  of  foe  home  service 
network  and  the  much  smaller 
world  service  network,  which 
transmits  foe  BBC  World  Ser¬ 
vice,  landed  yesterday  on  the 
desk  of  Bob  Phillis,  the  Deputy 
Director-General  and  Leh¬ 


man  Brothers,  his  financial 
adviser.  They  will  pick  the 
winner  no  later  than  Christ¬ 
mas  and  possibly  as  early  as 
next  week. 

The  four  were  CableTel;  a 
consortium  led  by  Securicor, 
foe  security  and  telecoms  com¬ 
pany.  whose  members  include 
the  HSBC  and  NatWest 
banks;  a  BBC  management 
group  backed  by  Mercury 
Asset  Management;  and  a 
consortium  led  by  Castle  Tow¬ 
er  Corp.  an  American  builder 
of  transmission  towers,  that 
indudes  France  Telecom  and 
three  US  and  British  venture 
capital  firms. 

The  BBC  service  has  a  bock 
value  of  £210  million  and 
Securicor,  the  BBC  managers 
and  Castle  Tower  are  thought 
to  have  submitted  bids  within 
£10  million  of  that  amount. 
There  is  a  good  chance  that 
CableTel  came  in  somewhat 
higher.  Its  rivals  believe  that 


CableTel,  tempted  by  the  pros¬ 
pect  of  controlling  a  monopoly 
business,  would  not  risk  any¬ 
thing  less  than  a  knockout 
price.  Indeed,  the  American 
company  could  recoup  much 
of  the  bid  premium  by  reduc¬ 
ing  costs  through  foe  merger 
of  the  NTL  and  BBC  systems. 

Of  the  rival  bidders,  only 
Mercury  Asset  Management 
has  gone  on  the  record  with  its 
concerns  about  a  possible 
CableTel  victory.  Mercury 
knows  the  transmission  busi¬ 
ness  welL  It  bought  NTL.  then 
known  as  foe  Independent 
Broadcasting  Authority,  when 
it  was  privatised  in  1991.  and 
sold  it  to  CableTel  for  £235 
million  in  March.  It  was  one  of 
the  sawiest  investments  by 
Carol  Galley,  Mercury's  vice- 
chairman  and  chief  strategist. 
Mercury  booked  a  profit  of 
£165  million  on  the  NTL  sale. 

In  a  submission  to  Oftel. 
Nidi  Turner,  a  Mercury  direc¬ 


tor.  said:  “Only  with  JNTL  and 
foe  BBC  service]  kept  separate 
can  competition  be  expeoed  to 
restrain  prices  and  ensure  the 
service  quality  and  innovation 
required  by  customers.  This 
wili  be  particularly  important 
during  the  development  of 
digital  services,  when  major 
investments  will  be  made  and 
significant  sunk  costs  may  be 
incurred." 

The  BBC  wants  a  high 
price  because  it  needs 
the  money  to  help  io 
fund  iis  move  from 
analogue  to  digital  services. 
The  BBC  will  initially  dupli¬ 
cate  the  existing  BBC!  and 
BBC2  analogue  services  with 
digital  transmisions  and  even¬ 
tually  offer  a  range  of  new 
digital  channels,  induding 
subscription  and  interactive 
services.  Gening  a  high  price 
has  become  all  the  more 
urgent  because  it  appears  that 
the  BBC  is  having  trouble 


convincing  the  Government 
that  the  annual  licence  fee.  its 
main  source  of  revenue, 
should  be  raised  faster  than 
the  inflation  rate. 

Those  who  oppose  a 
CableTel  monopoly  have  not 
found  an  ally  in  Oftel.  the 
telecoms  regulator.  Oftel  has 
argued  that  the  transmission 
market,  with  only  two  players, 
was  not  very  competitive  to 
begin  with.  Furthermore,  as  a 
regulator  with  vast  experience 
in  regulating  dominant  busi¬ 
nesses.  notably  BT.  it  has  the 
power  to  keep  monopolies 
honest  OftePs  comments 
alarmed  some  bidders.  One 
even  considered  withdrawing 
because  it  regarded  Oftel 's 
position  as  an  effective  en¬ 
dorsement  of  CableTel 's  bid. 

CableTel  has  its  supporters. 
One  is  Channel  4,  which  uses 
CableTel’s  NTL  division  to 
deliver  its  broadcasts.  Frank 
McGettigan.  Channel  4’s  di¬ 


rector  and  genera]  manager, 
said:  “If  NTL  and  the  BBC 
transmission  systems  merge, 
there  util!  be  cost  savings  that 
can  be  passed  on  to  us.  I  just 
want  to  save  money." 

Indeed,  CableTel  has  said 
that  merging  the  NTL  and 
BBC  systems  would  create 
considerable  cost  savings. 
These  savings,  it  said,  could 
finance  discounts  of  £4  million 
to  £5  million  a  year  to  the 
independent  TV  broadcasters. 

The  Independent  Television 
Association  is  not  a  believer. 
Barry  Cox.  director  of  the 
ITVA  thinks  CableTel  could 
afford  to  offer  much  higher 
discounts  if  it  wins  the  BBC 
service.  “We  recognize  that 
there  could  be  savings  from  a 
monopoly,"  he  said.  “But  it 
would  be  up  to  the  regulator  to 
ensure  there  is  clarity  in  NTL’s 
accounts  if  it  wins  so  that  we 
can  be  reassured  that  the 
savings  from  a  regulated  mo¬ 
nopoly  will  be  passed  on." 

Oftel,  however,  has  indicat¬ 
ed  that  it  probably  would  not 
force  NTL  to  “unbundle"  its 
tariffs,  a  process  that  would 
expose  the  true  costs  associat¬ 
ed  with  the  various  transmis¬ 
sion  charges. 

Although  it  appears  that 
CableTel  has  the  best  chance 
of  emerging  as  the  winner,  foe 
game  is  not  necessarily  over. 
Mercury  Asset  Management 
has  sent"  a  letter  to  the  Office  of 
Fair  Trading,  outlining  its 
concerns  about  the  potential 
loss  of  competition  in  the 
transmission  market  Castle 
Tower  and  Securicor  have 
done  the  same.  Their  goal  is  to 
trigger  a  Monopolies  and 
Mergers  Commission  referral, 
a  process  that  would  put  the 
BBC  sale  in  Umbo  for  half  a 
year  or  more.  But  with  Oftel 
apparently  neutral  on  the  mo¬ 
nopoly  question,  they  should 
not  get  their  hopes  up. 


Whoa  Ernest  Saunders 
arrived  at  Guinness 
iii  1981,  he  ap- 
proadied  all  foe  leading  man-', 
agement  consultants  and  asked 
each  of  them  foe  same  ques- 
.  tion:“Ifyouarethebest  whois 
second  best?”  Each  gave  the 
same-  answer  Bain  &  Com¬ 
pany.  J4e  hired  Bain. . 

The  firm  would  live  to  regret 
that  contract  On  Sunday  it  will 
be  exactly  ten  years  since  the 
Department  of  Trade  and  In¬ 
dustry  raided  Guinness’s  head¬ 
quarters  at  Fortman  Square, 
west  London.  The  ensuing 
investigation  fuelled  one  of  foe 
>  Citys  Tjladcest  episodes,  and 
started  a  .  drain  of  events  foal 
have  yet  to  reach  their  denoue¬ 
ment  Mr  Saundersawaitstfie 

ruling  ofthe  European  Court  of 
Hunan  Rights  in  Strasbourg 
as  to  whether  ft' will  uphold  his 
claim  that  he  was  denied  a  fair 
triaL 

Ten  years  on.  Bain  &  Co 
remains  equally  haunted  fay 
Guinness.  It  did  not  help  foal 
one  of  its  own,  Olivier  Roux, 
surfaced  as  the  star  prosecution 
witness  in  what  was  dubbed 
the  trial  of  the  century. 

But  times  have  changed,  and  . 
Bain,  an  entirely  new  firm,  is 
starting  to  regain  its  old  confi¬ 
dence.  Few  of  foe  original,  staff 
remain,  thebreak  with  the  past 
made  through  a  management 

■  buyout  in  1991.  Revenues  since  • 
have  grown  ai  between  30  and 
35  per  cent  a  year,  helping  Bain 
to  earn  a  reputed  $400  million 
or  more  a  year  in  fees. 

Robin  Buchanan,  senior 
partner  in  Bain’s  London  office;  . 
is  anxious  to  debunk  some  of 
foe  more  enduring  myths 
about  The  firm.  Take  -Bain's 
reputation  for  "secretiveness", 
which  he  puts  down  to  an 
obsession  with  confidentiality. 


Jon  Ashworth  on  why  Guinness 
was  not  good  for  business 


“It’S  not  surprising  for  the 
media  to  come  in  and  say  total 
.confidentiality  equals  secretive¬ 
ness,"  he  says,  chatting  over 
coffee  in  Bain’s  headquarters 
near  Marble  Arch,  central 
London..  He  insists  that  Mr 
.  Roux’s  secondment  from  Bain 
to  the  post  of  Guinness  finance 
director  was  a  one-off.  Staff  are 
sometimes 
“borrowed”  to 
see  things 
through  after  - 
an  assignment 
ends.  And  talk 
of  a  Bain  dress 
code  is  incor¬ 
rect.  Two  Bain 
alumni.  Peter 
Higgins  and 
Nicholas 
Wheeler,  run 

Charles  Tyr- 
whitt.  a  mail¬ 
order  shirt 
company,  but 
foe  idea  foal 
“Bainles"  go 
round  in  red 
braces  and 
bald  stripes  is 
quite  wrong.  Buchanan;  l 
he  .  says.  As 

■management  consultants  go. 
Mr  Buchanan,  44,  is  refresh¬ 
ingly  jargon-free.  A  former 
troubleshooter  for  American 
Express  in  New  York,  he  joined 
Bain  in  1982.  making  him  one 
of  the  few  survivors  from  the 
Guinness  days.  Recently  ele¬ 
vated  to  foe  position  of  senior 
.UK  partner,  he  is  outspoken  in 
his  defence  of  boardroom  pay. 
Executives  who  deliver,  he 
says,  deserve  to  be  paid  well.  It 


Buchanan:  no  dress  code 


is  results  to  shareholders  that 
count 

ft  was  with  results  in  mind 
that  Bill  Bain  set  up  the 
eponymous  firm  in  Boston. 
Massachusetts,  in  1973.  Since 
then,  consulting  has  evolved 
from  ■  foe  straightforward 
"helping  companies  create 
change”  to  embracing  the  im¬ 
portance  of 
company  strat¬ 
egy.  '  Bain 
thought  all 
that  meaning¬ 
less  unless  you 
got  results.  It 
derided  to  con¬ 
centrate  on  sol¬ 
id,  fact-based, 
advice.  Mr  Bu¬ 
chanan  said 
that  up  until 
that  point,  con¬ 
sultants  had 
gone  off  to  do 
“their  thing", 
before  making 
a  final  presen¬ 
tation  to  say 
“tins  is  what 
you  have  to  do 
3  dress  code  to  save  your 
company,  or  to 
take  over  foe  market,  or  what¬ 
ever  it  might  be".  It  all  went 
smoothly  enough  until  foe 
1980s,  when  foe  then  partners 
borrowed  heavily  to  fund  an 
employee  stock  ownership 
plan  Barn's  balance  sheet  be¬ 
came  grossly  overgeared,  the 
Gulf  war  led  to  a  slump  in 
business,  and  the  firm’s  health 
suffered  severely.  The  hang¬ 
over  from  Guinness  did  not 
help.  Hie  MBO  changed  all 


that.  Today,  Bain  is  arguably 
as  strong  as  it  was.  working  for 
the  likes  of  Eastern  Group  and 
BAT  Industries,  and  advising 
Gucci  on  its  recent  stock  mar¬ 
ket  issue.  Neatly  half  its  assign¬ 
ments  in  the  UK  this  year  have 
involved  FT-SE 100  companies. 

Youngsters  still  in  short  trou¬ 
sers  at  the  rime  of  the  Guinness 
affair  are  now  hammering  on 
Bain's  door.  The  firm  has  been 
known  to  receive  as  many  as 
100  CYs  in  a  day.  About  a  third 
of  new  recruits  are  graduates, 
working  as  analysts  for  two  or 
three  years  before  attending 
business  school. 

A  breeding  ground  for  egos, 
one  fears,  but  Mr  Buchanan 
insists  otherwise.  “Yes,  we’re 
looking  for  brains;  yes.  we’re 
looking  for  energy  and  enthusi¬ 
asm;  ten  we  Ye  also  looking  for 
people  who  can  work  well  in 
teams.  The  idea  that  some 
young,  hotshot,  arrogant  so- 
and-so  can  come  in  and  tell  a 
client  how  to  run  his  or  her 
business  is  absolute  anathema 
to  us."  He  is  candid  enouh  to 
admit  the  dangers,  “ff  you  hire 
outstanding  people  ...  foe 
chances  are  they  are  going  to 
think  they  are  outstanding." 
Clients  are  canvassed  regularly 
to  help  to  keep  egos  under 
control. 

And  so  one  comes  bock  ro 
Guinness,  which  reputedly 
earned  foe  firm  £13  million  in 
fees  in  just  three  years.  Under 
its  guidance,  Guinness  sold  off 
interests  in  everything  from 
snake  serum  to  health  terms, 
transforming  the  group 
through  the  takeover  of  Bell's 
Whisky  and  Distillers.  By  Oc¬ 
tober  1991.  when  Guinness 
shares  were  split,  the  share 
price  had  risen  from  less  than 
£1  to  more  than  £10.  Nat  bad 
for  second  best. 


Renewing  your 
Home  Insurance  in 
December  or  January? 
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£25  OFF 

+ 

32%  OFF 

1st  year’s 

Home  contents 

Buildings  premiums 

premiums 

Switch  your  buildings  insurance  from  your  mortgage  lender  and  we‘11 
give  you  £25  off  your  1st  years  premium.  What's  more,  if  you  rake  out 
contents  insurance  with  Prudenrial  at  75 

the  same  time,  you  will  receive  a  ^ 

1 5%  discount,  plus  there's  a  further 

20%  off  your  buildings  and  contents  *r; 

premium  if  you're  aged  50  or  over. 

Find  out  how  much  you  could  save. 

Call  now  for  a  free  quote.  PLUS  a  FREE 
home  security  video. 

] 

Call  Prudential  on  0800  300  300 1 
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ACCOUNTANCY 


Will  taxman’s  gloves  come  off?  An  obligatory  review 


Self-assessment  could  change  the 
relationship  between  taxpayers 
and  the  Revenue,  David  Frost  says 


It  is  not  in  human  nature  to 
reflect  upon  the  good  fea¬ 
tures  of  rhe  nation's  tax¬ 
ation  system,  which  is  why 
British  taxpayers  may  not 
always  appreciate  that  they 
have  been  living  in  a  fairly 
gentle  period  in  tax  history. 

The  Inland  Revenue  has 
spent  time  and  money  in  re¬ 
educating  its  staff  to  become 
more  aware  of  the  need  for 
good  public  relations.  Within 
their  offices  they  even  refer  to 
you  and  me  these  days  as 
“customers".  A  climate  of  tol¬ 
erance  and  understanding  has 
developed  between  taxpayers, 
their  advisers  and  the  taxman. 

So  when  a  cheerful  little 
taxation  gentleman  in  bowler 
and  pinstripes  started  appear¬ 
ing  on  television  screens  to  tell 
the  public  about  a  self- 
assessment  regime  for  nine 
million  Taxpayers  it  may  have 
appeared,  at  first,  to  be  just 
another  friendly  gesture  from 
the  Revenue. 

The  truth  is,  however,  that 
our  television  hero  is  simply 
the  front  man  for  a  sysrem 
that,  for  some,  could  turn  out 
to  be  very  tough  indeed. 

Judging  by  the  experience  of 
other  countries  that  have 
introduced  self-assessment,  it 
is  possible  that  relations  be¬ 
tween  taxpayers  and  the  Reve¬ 
nue  could  become  strained 


Touche  laments 
loss  of  table 

THE  “Big  Six"  accountancy 
Rims  seem  to  have  got  them¬ 
selves  into  a  terrible  tangle 
over  their  annual  figures.  For 
years  they  published  a  bodged 
statement  of  their  fees  in  early 
June,  and  a  league  table  was 
duly  put  together.  However,  in 
January.  KPMG  made  its 
audit  division  a  pic  and  unilat¬ 
erally  issued  figures  in  a  form 
of  report  and  accounts.  As  a 
result,  the  other  firms  derided 


and  adversarial  in  nature. 
That  is  sad,  but  true. 

The  Chartered  Institute  of 
Taxation,  with  a  members  in 
both  the  private  and  public 
sectors,  has  been  alert  to  what 
f  have  called  “the  adversial 
road  to  conflict"  from  the 
moment  self-assessment  was 
first  mooted. 

We  are  encouraging  the 
Revenue  to  apply  a  light  touch 
when  dealing  with  taxpayers 
and  their  advisers  during  the 
first  few  years  or  the  new  sys¬ 
tem.  We  believe  that  if  the 
system  is  to  work  properly,  it 
is  essential  that  the  Revenue 
should  be  both  gentle  and  sen¬ 
sitive.  We  realise  that  we  are 
asking  a  lot  of  a  system  that  is 
reliant  on  computers. 

The  adversarial  principle  is 
almost  enshrined  in  the  self- 
assessment  system.  The  tax¬ 
payer  is  responsible  for 
completion  of  the  self- 
assessment  tax  return.  He  or 
she  has  a  choice  whether  to 
compute  the  tax  liability  or  ask 
the  Revenue  to  make  the 
calculations. 

Whichever  route  is  chosen, 
the  taxpayer  stands  a  chance 
of  being  audited  —  either  by 
random  selection  or  by  being 
specifically  targeted-  It  is  at 
this  point  that  the  adversarial 
noises  can  be  heard  in  the 
distance.  Clients  of  profession- 


David  Frost  is  concerned  the  gentle  era  is  about  to  end 


al  tax  advisers  selected  for 
audit  will  often  not  under¬ 
stand  why  they  have  been 
picked  out.  Has  their  adviser 
let  them  down,  for  instance? 

Furthermore,  if  a  tax  inspec¬ 
tor  has  a  specific  area  of  a  tax 
return  in  which  he  wants 
further  information,  will  he 
raise  every  other  conceivable 
question  at  the  same  time?  W'e 
have  already  heard  rumours 
that  this  may  be  likely  and,  if 
true,  it  will  contribute  to  the 
risk  of  adversarial  stances. 

Good  relations  between  the 


Revenue  and  the  public  can  be 
maintained  only  if  the  tax 
inspectors  go  out  of  their  way 
to  make  clear  to  those  selected 
for  audit  that  the  innocent 
remain  innocent  until  proven 
guilty.  In  other  words,  that 
selection  for  an  audit  does  not 
imply  that  errors  have  been 
made.  They  should  never  be 
allowed  to  develop  into  a 
blunderbuss  approach  to  tax 
collection. 

fn  my  view,  the  self- 
assessment  system  may  lead 
us  down  the  road  towards  an 
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to  stop  publishing  a  league 
(able  in  June.  But  their  stand 
has  rebounded.  When 
Oeloine  &  Touche  produced 
good  strong  figures  last  week 
it  suggested  that  it  might,  at 
last,  have  overtaken  Price 
Waterhouse.  But  as  no  one  has 
seen  any  United  Kingdom 
figures  from  Price  Waterhouse 
for  almost  IS  months  no  one  is 
any  the  wiser.  Touche  is 
fuming. 


Merger  mania 

ANYONE  who  doubts  that 
the  professions  are  doing 
pretty  well,  whatever  the 
Budget  may  have  done  to 
them,  should  look  at  the  lat¬ 
est  survey  from  Smith  &  Wil¬ 
liamson.  One  of  its 
specialisms  is  advising  part¬ 
nerships  and  each  year  it 
does  a  survey  of  what  is  on 
partnerships'  minds.  The 


firm  covers  architects,  survey¬ 
ors.  solicitors  and  engineers, 
as  well  as  accountants.  And 
the  answer  is  mergers  and  ac¬ 
quisitions.  In  the  past  two 
years.  77  per  cent  considered  a 
merger,  while  91  per  cent  con¬ 
sidered  an  acquisition. 

Cash  at  sea 

NEVER  let  the  Inland  Reve¬ 
nue  tell  you  that  it  treats  all 
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adversarial  situation.  That  is 
something  we  as  a  nation 
could  well  dowithout  when  we 
are  about  to  enter  the  next 
millennium  in  a  state  of  rea¬ 
sonable  prosperity  with  high 
hopes  for  the  nation’s  econom¬ 
ic  future. 

A  great  many  honourable 
and  highly  motivated  profes¬ 
sional  people  have  worked 
together  inside  and  outside 
government  to  create  the  so¬ 
phisticated  and,  1  would  claim, 
highly  efficient  tax  system  that 
we  have  in  Britain  today. 

The  risk  we  face  is  that  the 
current  good  relations  we  have 
between  the  taxed  and  the 
taxers  will  be  spoilt  by  die 
remorseless  generation  of 
automatic  fixed-interest  penal¬ 
ties  and  interest  charges  by 
computer,  and  audits  that  will 
be  worrying  for  die  taxpayers 
selected.  The  Chartered  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Taxation  will  continue 
its  discussions  with  the  Reve¬ 
nue  with  a  view  to  achieving  a 
system  that  Is  as  free  as 
possible  from  conflict 

I  would  end  by  quoting  John 
Ruskin:  “Government  and  co¬ 
operation  are  in  all  things  the 
laws  of  life:  anarchy  and 
competition  the  laws  of  death." 
It  would  be  a  great  pity  if  the 
introduction  of  self-assess¬ 
ment  spoilt  the  present  good 
relations  that  exist  between  the 
Revenue  and  the  tax  profes¬ 
sion  and  the  public  at  large.  It 
must  not  be  allowed  to  do  tius 
—  the  Chartered  Institute  of 
Taxation  will  do  all  it  can  to 
ensure  that  it  does  not. 

The  author  is  President  of  The 
Chartered  Institute  of  Taxation 


taxpayers  equally.  The  evi¬ 
dence  that  it  does  not  is 
framed  on  its  own  walls.  In  the 
Nelson  Room,  which  is  one  of 
the  grandest  sections  of  Som¬ 
erset  House,  ft  exhibits  copies 
of  the  final  statements  of  af¬ 
fairs  fix' Jane  Austen  and  Lord 
Nelson.  Jane  Austen  was 
found  to  have  died  with  £25 
classified  as  “cash  in  house". 
Nelson  left  rather  more.  But 
his  form  was  amended.  The 
word  “house"  was  crossed  out 
and  "sea  trunk"  inserted. 
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is  the  only  answer 


It  is  tough  being  a  regulator.  If  you  provide  challenges 

solid  financial  reporting  inks,  companies  matte  and  freouenev  in  many 

complain  that  th^havl  been  locked 7»  occurring  with  mci^gfireq^tomany 

straftjadeet  But  if  you  provide  simple  guide-  S  new 

lines  and  ask  that  their  spirit  is  observed  most  people,  with  the  skills  *  new 

people  either  igoore  tbe£Z  a!  «t*  voy  best  challenge*  ^rog^ 

allow  the  issues  to  drift  opportumties,  ther«^pro  £  whidh  is 

This  is  what  seems  to  be  happenmg  with  the  sive  increase  in  shareholder  value 
concept  of  operating  and reviews  our  aim.”  It  puts  you  of 

(OFR).  Theoretically,  these  should  be  the  most  Gnome  editorials  m ’  ^nnd  with  a 
useftd  parts  of  a  set  of  annual  report  and  end  a  section  of  old  trouser  flannd  wirn^a 
accounts.  They  are  intended  to  provide  the  sort  note  to  the  sub-editors  1°  -p 

of  information  that  allows  investors  and  ana-  paragraphs  of  the  sameow  gu  - 
to  make  up  thefr  own  minds.  But,  by  their  Or  as  Company  Re^ottux  ys 

very  nature,  it  would  be  hard  to  lay  down  exact  Commerriai  Umon  effort  it  s  typ  {ha, 
information  that  companies  should  include  in  kind  of  bland  unsubstantoted^optimism 

them.  we  are  told,  so  annoys  anaiyias.  _ 

So  the  Accounting  Standards  Board  (ASBfc  Company  Reporting  found 
wisely  put  forward  the  concept,  and  provided  among  companies  on  what  f 

extensive  guidance,  but  left  itup  to  companies  f^  they  idioidd  provide.  Only  two  areas 
to  get  on  with  it  Good  practice,  ft  was  felt  formation  appeared  in  more  ““If0 
would  be  a  better  influence  than  the  heavy  of  company  reports  on 
hand  of  sub-section  4,  paragraph  78a.  cussions  of  the  profit  and  loss  a?c01^ 

And,  again  theoretiSy^a  divisional  analysis.  Neither 

good,  extensive  and  articu-  exartly  coroesunder 

fete  OFR  would  do  wonders  .  .  ‘  heading  of information  that 

for  a  company.  Anything  A could  not  be  gleaned  from 

that  promoted  greater  un-  MnmmEHm&h  elsewhere  m  the  report  A 

derstanding  between  a  com-  "  M*  simple  restatement  of  figures 

pany  and  the  investment  HL  M  included  elsewhere  in  the 

community  should,  you  <S£P&aw. ,  financial  statements  does  not 

would  have  thought  have  add  value  for  analysts, 

been  welcomed  by  com-  V!  Company  Reporting  pom  is 

parties  generally.  ■  out  The  next  most  frequent- 

But  when  reports  and  ae-  .  provided  information  is 

counts  are  analysed,  a  dif-  ■’  that  on  treasury  matters, 

ferent  story  comes  to  the  .  which  35  per  cent  provide.  As 

surface.  Company  Report-  for  risk,  which  you  might 

ing  an  organisation  based  have  considered  the  key 

in  Edinburgh,  has  looked  at  matter  to  be  discussed  in  any 

what  600  companies  on  its  OFR,  only  1  per  cent  covered 

database  have  done  about  an  PnncDT  the  topic,  and  then  mostly 

OFR  And  its  report  makes  .  .IvUiJXidvl ,  ••■■■  from  a  treasury  angle, 

depressing  reading.  BRUCE  -  ’  •  Company  Reporting  also 

Quite  rigbdy,  it  takes  the  contacted  analysts  to  see 

essence  of  the  ASB’s  thinking  what  they  thought  of  the 

as  its  benchmark.  The  purpose  of  the  OFR  is  value  of  OFRs.  "The  analysts  that  we  spoke 
to  “discuss  and  analyse  the  business’s  to,"  it  said,  “find  that  the  volatile  and 
performance  and  the  factors  underlying  its  unstructured  nature  of  the  content  of  the 
results  and  financial  position,  m  ender  to  OFRs  detracts  enormously  from  their  value." 
assist  users  to  assess  fen-  themselves  the  Companies  pay  great  lip-service  to  keeping 
future  potential  of  the.  business'’  and;  it  institutional  shareholders  informed.  But  the 
“should  include  only  matters  that  are  likely  to  reality  is  that  they  treat  them  with  great 
be  significant  to  investors”.  -  I  ?  '  cynicism.  “It  is  hardly  surprising."  concludes 

That  is  dear  enough.  A  user  of  the  accounts,  Cprapany  Reporting,  “that  when  given  a  free 


Robert 

Bruce 


an  institutional  investor  for  example,  should: 
find  Information  in  the  OFR  that  cannot  be 
found  elsewhere  and  which  gives  an  indica¬ 
tion  of  future  performance.  The  content  of  the 
OFR  will  be  dear,  sharp,  specific  and  focused. 
That,  after  aD,  is  what  analysts  want. 

Now  read  this  section  from  the  last  report 
and  accounts  from  Commercial  Union.  “New 


rein  to  include  more  or  less  what  they  want, 
companies  will  choose  to  disclose  only  those 
items  that  show  them  in  a  positive  light" 
There'  is  only  one  answer.-  At  the  recent 
English  ICA  conference  on  corporate  gover¬ 
nance;  Tom  Ross,  chairman  of  the  National 
Association  of  Pension  Funds,  said  that  OFRs 
should  be  made  obligatory. 
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A  vision  for  the  office 

At  IKON  Office  Solutions  we  have  a  vision.  We  see  the 
future  of  the  office  world.  Now.  as  the  world’s  latest 
independent  office  product  supplier,  we  have  the  power  to 
deliver  today  the  technology  you  need  for  tomorrow. 

IKON  has  the  resources  to  supply  everything  from  a 
convenience  copier  right  through  to  high  volume  printroom 
systems.  We'll  give  you  access  to  the  most  efficient  and 
effective  communications  and  document  handling  systems 
available,  including  the  latest  colour  laser  copying,  digital  and 
multifunctional  products,  printers  and  facsimile  equipment  from 
the  world’s  top  manufacturers.  And  we  have  the  technological 


world 

know-how  to  link  them  all  into  a  fully-networked  system  that’s 
tailor-made  for  your  office. 

IKON  can  also  provide  the  management  services  to 

"outsource’  your  entire  document  handling  operation,  from 

general  printroom  services  to  complex  information  processing 

svstems. 

* 

The  strength  of  a  nationwide  network  combined  with  our 
fast  responsive  local  service  means  you  can  rely  on  IKON  to 
deliver  total  customer  satisfaction.  And,  with  our  own  group 
finance  and  environ  menially- friendly  copier  remanufacturing 
process,  you  can  mist  IKON  to  turn  a  vision  into  reality. 
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Call  FREE  0800  90.40.90 


Office  Solutions 

The.  symbol  of  document  tech 
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TRADING  PERIOD:  Settlement  takes  place  five  business  days  after  the  day  of  trade.  Changes  are  calculated  on 
the  previous  day's  dose,  but  adjustments  are  made  when  a  stock  is  ex-dividend.  Changes,  yields  and 
price/eamings  ratios  are  based  on  middle  prices. 
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Everything. 

Everywhere. 


NOKIA 


As  soon  as  you  open  the  new  Nokia  9000  Communicator,  new  and  almost  unbelievable  possibilities  emerge.  Who  could  fail  to  be  impressed  by  the  first  ever  GSM  mobile 
phone  and  palmtop  computer  to  be  combined  in  one  slim,  portable  and  highly  desirable  package?  Its  capabilities  are  simpfy  astonishing.  Call  up  a  name  and  number  from 
the  integral  address  book  and  Personal  Organiser,  then  fax  a  note  or  send  an  e-mail  while  you're  still  on  the  move.  Quietly  browse  the  Internet,  set  the  flexible. messaging 
system  to  field  your  calls  while  you're  in  a  meeting™  or  simply  make  a  phone  call.  Amazingly,  all  with  one  pocketable  lightweight  device  you  can  carry  everywhere.  The  new 
Nokia  9000  Communicator.  So  simple  to  use,  it  makes  the  mobile  office  a  reality.  Call  0990  002110  today  for  a  brochure. 


NOKIA 

Connecting  People 
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36  GIBRALTAR 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  NOVEMBER  28  1996 


Michael  Binyon,  Diplomatic  Editor,  looks  at  how  Gibraltar  has  cracked  down  on 


The  Rock 


shows  a  stiff 


upper  lip 


ter  at 
election 


Britain  breathed  a  sigh 
of  relief  when  Peter 

Car u  ana  was  elected 
the  new  Chief  Minis- 
this  year’s  general 
in  Gibraltar.  Rela¬ 
tions  with  Joe  Bossano,  his 
predecessor,  had  become  so 
strained  that  there  was  talk 
two  years  ago  of  Britain  im¬ 
posing  direct  rule  cm  its  last 
remaining  colony  in  Europe. 

Now.  Britain  believes,  the 
Gibraltar  Government  is  com¬ 
mitted  to  firm  action  on  the 
issues  that  were  giving  the 
Rock  an  unsavoury  reput¬ 
ation:  drug  smuggling,  money 
laundering  and 
the  re-export  of 
cut-price  riga- 
rettes  to  Spain. 

And  when  Jose 
Maria  Aznar.  the 
Spanish  Prime 
Minister,  began 
talks  with  John 
Major  yesterday, 

Britain  pointed 
to  the  new  Gi¬ 
braltar  Govern¬ 
ment’s  determin¬ 
ed  efforts  to  crack 
down  on  all  the 
illegal  activities 
that  had  contrib- 


Feter  Caruana: 
Fiji  agenda 


uted  to  the  latest  confrontation 
with  Spain. 

Mr  Caruana  freely  admits 
that  Gibraltar  needed  to 
change  its  laisser  faire  ways. 
The  blind  eye  turned  to  the 
tobacco  and  drug  smuggling 
by  speedboats  using  Gibraltar 
harbour  did  the  Rock  enor¬ 
mous  harm.  “We  were  seen  as 
a  place  that  was  off  the  rails 
and  off  the  tracks."  he  said. 

Recent  legislation  has  not 
only  tightened  police  surveil¬ 
lance:  but  has  made  it  an 
offence  even  to  keep  such  boats 
in  harbour.  Gibraltar  is  com¬ 
mitted  to  cross-border  cooper¬ 
ation  with  Spain  to  stop 
smuggling,  has  promised  to 
enforce  European  Union 
directives  to  prevent  money 
laundering  and  will  dear  die 
backlog  of  EU  legislation  that 
was  making  Gibraltar  a  loop¬ 


hole  in  tile  European  Union,  of 
which  it  is  a  full  member. 

All  tiiis,  the  new  Chief 
Minister  believes,  should  im¬ 
prove  Gibraltar’s  relations 
with  both  Spain  and  Britain. 
For  Mr  Caruana  has  a  full 
agenda  of  what  he  wants  from 
both  countries. 

With  Britain,  which,  as  the 
colonial  power,  still  has 
responsibility  for  Gibraltar’s 
defence  and  foreign  policy,  the 
Chief  Minister  believes  a 
change  of  constitutional  rela¬ 
tionship  is  now  overdue.  The 
dependent  territory  is  already 
largely  self-governing,  but 
wants  to  remove 
all  vestiges  of  co¬ 
lonial  rule.  This 
would  mean  a 
new  constitution 
to  reflect  modern 
practices,  a 
change  in  the 
Governor's  pow¬ 
ers  and  the  end¬ 
ing  of  appoint¬ 
ment  by  London 
of  unelected 
officials. 

Mr  Caruana 
does  not  envis¬ 
age  complete  in¬ 
dependence:  “l 


Military  beat  a  Britisb-style  PC  at  the  annual  parade,  attended  by  the  Governor  of  Gibraltar 


have  no  agenda  for  breaking 
the  political  links  with 
London,"  he  said  on  a  recent 
visit  here.  "What  we  want  is 
the  process  of  decolonialisa- 
tion.”  He  has  in  mind  the  kind 
of  status  now  enjoyed  by  the 
Channel  Islands  or  the  Isle  of 
Man.  Gibraltar  would  remain 
within  the  EU.  but  only  the 
30.000  people  living  there 
could  decide  its  future. 

Gibraltar  insists  that  its 
sovereignty  is  noiHiegqtiable. 
It  also  wants  to  exerase  the 
right  it  obtained  in  die  formu- 
» la  devised  by  Douglas  Hurd, 
the  former  Foreign  Secretary, 
to  make  its  voice  heard  in  any 
Anglo-Spanish  talks  chi  its 
future.  The  formula  —  “two 
flags,  three  voices"  —  is  being 
taken  on  the  Rock  as  a  way  of 
ensuring  that  nothing  is  nego¬ 
tiated  above  the  heads  of  the 


inhabitants.  “The  ultimate  test 
is  whether  our  consent  would 
be  needed  on  any  issue."  Mr 
Caruana  said. 

For  him.  Gibraltar's  long¬ 
term  future  would  be  as  a 
permanently  separate  territo¬ 
ry  enjoying  good  relations 
with  Spain  —  a  main  plank  of 
his  electoral  platform  but  one 
that  he  has  found,  to  his 
frustration,  hard  to  imple¬ 
ment  Mr  Caruana  is  deeply 
pessimistic  about  relations 
with  Madrid.  He  says  he  is 
ready  to  build  bridges,  but 
finds  that  Spain  is  interested 
only  in  regaining  sovereignty. 


He  complains  bitter¬ 
ly  that  Spain  stfll 
imposes  an  em¬ 
bargo  on  air  and 
sea  links,  that  it  refuses  to 
recognise  Gibraltar  as  an  inte¬ 
gral  part  of  the  EU.  and  that 
Madrid  loses  no  chance  to 
thwart  Gibraltar’s  attempts  to 
become  economically  self-suf¬ 
ficient  All  this,  he  says,  ham¬ 


pers  the  efforts  Gibraltar  has 
made  to  find  alternative  em¬ 
ployment  after  the  rundown  of 
the  British  forces.  For  whereas 
the  Ministry  of  Defence  ac¬ 
counted  for  65  per  cent  of 
Gibraltar's  economy  a  decade 
ago,  the  figure  has  fallen  to  7 
per  cent  and  is  to  shrink  to  5 
per  cent  next  year. 

Gibraltar  is  therefore  seek¬ 
ing  to  boost  tourism,  to  be¬ 
come  an  international  finance 
centre  and  to  bolster  its  own 
industry.  All  this  is  hampered 
by  continuing  tough  controls 
at  the  border  and  by  Spain's 
refusal  to  recognise  Gibral¬ 
tar's  identity  cards. 

For  Spain,  none  of  this 
touches  on  the  central  ques¬ 
tion:  the  return  of  Gibraltar  to 
Spanish  sovereignty.  Senor 
Aznar  acknowledges  that  Gi¬ 
braltar  has,  at  last,  begun  to 
crack  down  on  smuggling.  But 
he  is  unwilling  to  give  Gibral¬ 
tar  any  credit.  For  Madrid 
insists  that  there  can  be  no 
quasi-independent  status  for 


SMALL 


GIBRALTAR 


enough  to  care 


EU  Membership  combined  with  a  legal  system  based  on  English  law  and  an 
independent  legislature  and  judiciary,  make  Gibraltar  a  unique  base  for  the 
establishment  of  financial  services. 


Gibraltar  prides  itself  on  its  personal  approach  and  qualify  of  service  as  well 
as  a  unique  history  and  tradition  of  excellence.  With  over  70  international 
financial  and  legal  institutions,  the  Rock  is  big  enough  to  cope  with  the  most 
complex  of  trusts,  captive  insurance,  investments,  company  formations  and 
banking  requirements  for  the  most  discerning  of  global  customer. 


So.  if  you  are  looking  for  positive  solutions  for  either  yourself  or  your 
clients  (in  up  to  10  languages)  and  that  extra  touch  of  sendee,  talk  to  an 
institution  in  Gibraltar,  you’ll  warm  to  our  experience. 


....  The  personal  choice 


far  farther  information,  please  coiaacc 
Department  of  Trade  &.  Indnstry 
Government  of  Gibraltar 

7tfa  Row.  Earopon.  Gibraltar 
Tel:  4<350!  74  SGt  Fax:  +(3501 71 406 


LONDON  CEHCB 
Gibraltar  Lrfonnaiiofl  Bureau 
Arnfidd  Great  Conn  179  Strand 
LONDON  WC2RIEH 

Tel:  +44  (0)173  836  0777  Fax: +44(0)171 2406612 
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GIBRALTAR 

fhe  mediterranean  finance  centre 


Clbralui  a  i  fully  regulated  mlenulioul  c&hrtr  emuv .  with  its  ait  fmsicui  <evice$ 
commission  and  is  an  associate  member  of  the  EC  courtesy  of  the  U.K 


the  Rock:  under  the  Treaty  of 
Utrecht,  which  ceded  sover¬ 
eignty  to  Britain  in  1713, 
Gibraltar  must  revert  to  Span¬ 
ish  control  if  Britain  gives  up 
its  right  to  govern:  there  is  no 
halfway  house,  as  Gibraltar  is 
now  trying  to  negotiate. 


Spain  has  renounced 
the  hardline  ap¬ 
proach,  symbolised  by 
the  total  blockade  im¬ 
posed  by  Franco.  It  insists, 
however,  that  the  so-called 
"Brussels  talks",  the  regular 
discussions  between  London 
and  Madrid  on  the  Rock's 
future,  must  indude  the  long¬ 
term  question  of  sovereignty. 
And  it  believes  it  has  the  rest  of 
the  EU  on  hs  side. 

The  British,  meanwhile, 
appear  to  be  caught  in  the 
middle  of  the  quarrel.  There  is 
an  overriding  British  desire  to 
improve  relations  with  Ma¬ 
drid.  But  the  Falkiands  have 
shown  that  doing  so  at  the  cost 
of  Gibraltar's  wishes  can 
backfire.  Britain  cannot  nego¬ 
tiate  away  the  sovereignty  of 
its  few  remaining  colonies, 
and  a  strong  Gibraltar  lobby 
in  Parliament  kefeps  a  dose 
watch  on  Anglo-Spanish  talks. 


crime  arid  is  determined  to  stand  on  its  own  feet 

as 
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Gibraltar  is  investing 
millions  in  pursuit  of 
quality  tourism  and 
developing  its  role  as  a  finan¬ 
cial  centre.  Much  of  the 
money  is  being  spent  upgrad¬ 
ing  hotels  .and  ’airport -and 
port  facilities  to  broaden  the 
Rock's  appeal  to  the  wefir 
heded  visitor. 

The  reality  for  the  Rock  is 
that  it  is  so  small  in  the  global 
tourism  market  that  taflure 
and  success  are  very  dose  to 
each  other.  But  a  distinct 
optimism  in  the  industry  is 
pulling  all  sectors  together. 
Yacht  marinas  have  got  to¬ 
gether  to  project  themselves 
and  value  for  money  has 
become  a  watchword. 

In  the  painful  transition 
from  a  public  to  private  sector 
economy  there  are  signs  Chat 
investment  is  about  to  pay 
dividends.  Peter  Montegnffo, 
the  Minister  heading  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Trade  and  Indus¬ 
try,  points  out  that  any  visitor 
will  see  that  Gibraltar's  poten¬ 
tial  is  remarkable. 

"We  are  growing  and  there¬ 
fore  walling  to  give  good 
investors  the  red  carpet  treat¬ 
ment  they  would  not  get  in 
more  saturated  locations,"  he 
says.  "Gibraltar  is  already  a 
very  attractive  location  for 
peopie  who  want  to  manufac¬ 
ture  or  export  on  a  preferen¬ 
tial  basis  outride  high-tax  - 
jurisdiction." 

In  the  Sixties,  Gibraltar 
along  with  Tangier,  enjoyed  a. 
heyday 


Dominique 


Searie  on  a 


£5.2m  revival 


for  the  Rock 


ay  with  upmarket  visi¬ 


tors  attracted  by  its  casinos. 
But  that  stamped  when  Gen¬ 
eral  Franco  dosed  the  border- 
-  Spain  liberalised  and  tourism 
boomed  so  that  it  has  been 
difficult  for  Gibraltar  to  com¬ 
pete  just  tofill  its  1,200  beds. 

■  Joe  Holliday,  die  dptiy 
flamM  Tourism  Minister, 
elected  with  die  Gibraltar 
Social  Democrats  last  May.  is 
a  businessman  who  has 
vowed  to  spend  tile  next  four 
years  turning  Gibraltar’s  tour¬ 
ism  around.  The  sum  of  £52 
miTImn  out  of  a  £72  million 
Government  budget  is  being 
invested  to  promote  the  Rock 
and  fn  refurbish  access  points 
and  hotels. 

.  ’  Mr  Holliday  is  conccntrat- 
wig  mi  making  the  airport 
attractive  and  ^ficient.  and  is 
nrifosflag  the  Ministry  of  De¬ 
fence  to  lower  landing, 
{charges  so  flight  prices  can 
drop;  Travel  wfll  get  a  boost  in 
the  spring  when  Monarch 
Airlines  starts  a  scheduled 
service  from  Luton,  and  .GB 
Airways  expands  its  daily 
sendees  from  Heathrow  and 
Gatwick. 


Conferences  with  cruise  lin¬ 
os  have  been  set  up  and  a 
new  terminal  bulb  to  mala 
the  passengers’  arrival  amid 
the  mayhem  of  an  industrial 
dockside  a  tiling’  of  the  past. 

Almost  complete  now  is  a 

refurbishment  of  Main  Street, 
which  traditionally  labelled 
itself  the  Oxford  Street  of  the 
Costa  del  SoL  but  is  soon  to 
acquire  a  Covent  Garden 
look.  Thai  concept  is  central  to 
Gibraltar’s  tourism  plan. 

The  great  benefit  of  having 
been  a  garrison  until  recently 
is  that  there  are  vast  proper¬ 
ties  which  lend  themselves  to 
touristic  conversion.  An  amaz¬ 
ing  Royal-  Navy  victualling 
yard.’  emptied  of  its  food  and 
Navy  rum,  is  currently  home 
to  a  touring  exhibition  on 
Ancient  Cirina. 


Poised  on  a  precipice 
above  Rosia  Bay,  where 
Lord  Nelson  kept  his 
fleet  before  Trafalgar  and 
where  his  body  was  relumed 
en  route'  for  burial  in  Britain, 
the  plan  is  to  turn  the  garrison 
into  a  maritime  museum. 

MSes  of  tunnels,  former 
military  walks  in  the  nature 
reserve,  weapons  stores  and  '• 
grand  colonial  buildings  are 
in  line  for  imaginative 
projects.  Even  the  apes  are 
enjoying  the  biaz. 

Former  Navy  vaults  are  to 
■be  converted  to  cottage  indus¬ 
tries.  One  already  houses  a 
very  successful  traditional 
English  glass  factory. 
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Taking  the  cable  car  to  seethe  apesTs'cme  ttOriHt  fijps  on  Gibraltar 


Europa  Road 
Gibraltar 


HOTEL^V  GIBRALTAR 


*/T eJephc>n~e(35 0 )  73000 
/Fax  .  (350)73513 
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“A  room  with  a  view 


a*vl  you. 


.  The  rooms  with  a  view  at  the  Rock 
Hotel  Gibraltar  have  been  enjoyed 
by  Princes,  Prime  Ministers* 
Business  Tycoons  and  Film  Stars. " 
There  is  no  doubt  that  you  will.  :Z 
enjoy  them  too. 


Dine  in  the  elegant  Rib  Room 

“claimed  for  ft*  hish 
sSrt&u-d  of  service  and  cUjsine  “ 

CasfeHyat  the  Pool-side  Restaurant 


You  will  find  a  delightful 
of  English  customs  in  a. 
Mediterranean  setting,  farruHaryiet^. 
strange  and  with  superb  service^/, 


■  r^r  •  - 

'PorGonferences,  top  level  board 
*nee&ftgland  private  lunches,  the 
^acfcit^iprovides  attractive 

WM*-1**  range  of  corporate 

conference  and 

ivuuroate  rooms.. 
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■  THEATRE  1 

Peter  Hall 
and  Dominic 
Dramgoole  unveil 
an  Old  Vic  season 
with  no  fewer 


. 


■  THEATRE  2 

...while  in 
Stratford  die 
RSC  struggles 
to  enliven 
Shakespeare’s 
tame  Henry -VIII 


ARTS 


■  VISUAL  ART 

Our  daily  series 
on  the  V&A’s 
Silver  Galleries 
continues  with 
the  stunning 
M  erode  Cup 


■  RISING  STAR 

Simon  Smith  has 
won  a  major 
playwriting 
award,  but 
awaits  a  first 
performance 


9«i|i 


THEATRE:  Benedict  Nightingale  on  Peter  Hall’s  ambitious  new  London  project;  and  a  Stratford  opening 
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Sir  JPetcr-Halli  66.  just 
last  week.has  cpnced' 
«i  it  may  be  “my  last 
.big  project  before  t. 
hang  up  my  dags”  Well,  the 
Tfpiessponsored  season  of 
work he. will  formally  an¬ 
nounce  today  could  make 
hefty  demands  on  your  foot¬ 
wear  and  mine,  too.  We  wiH 
need  to  tramp  up  the  Waterloo 
Road  no  fewer  than  12  times 
between  March  and  Decem¬ 
ber  1997  if  we  are  to  catch 
Fplic^y  Kendal  and  Michael 
ftnningtan  in  Granville- 
Barkert  Waste,  Alan  Howard 
and  Baj  Kingsley  in  Waiting 
for  Godot,  and. the  other  four 
revivals  and  six  new  plays  that 
Hall  and  his  deputy,  Dominic 
Dromgoole,  are  presenting  at 
the  Old  Vic.  .  ..  . 

>  This-  is  a  project  which 
t  should  send  plenty  of  adrena¬ 
lin  coursing  round  the  ailing 
arteries  of  London's  commer¬ 
cial  theatre.  ft  will  allow  some 

of  the  new  young  playwrights 
Who  ^emerged  when  Drora- 
goole  was  running  the  tiny 
ESish  to  prove  that  they  have 
the-  imaginative  size  for  a 
l^XX^seatVictoriantiieatre-  It 
wffigiveHall  the  chance  to  put 
together- :the  kind  of  acting 
emenfok-he.  created  at  the 
RSO  mdfie  1960s,  but  could 
nfeywxecreate  when  he  moved 
tq.tfevastccmcretc  canyons  cS 
the  Tfatfonal:  Not  least,  it  will 
being London  something  dose 
toTOund-ifce^dock  rqj—and 
with  a  fop  ticket  of  £19.  and 
sjStsaal  MfBd^ssSons  for  Times 
reariftrgfcBtt  -Shb-West  End 

Priced;  '  . 

/  The  designer  3ohn  Gunter  is 
ja  blue  box  for.  the 
Vfc  stage  tiiat  will  evoke 
~  from  the  sky  to  the 
, .  EafomgTOJm,  Within 
tijfevnHhe  a  wooden  platform. 


slightly  thrust  into  the  audito¬ 
rium,  .that  can  be  left  empty, 
filled  with  chairs  and  tables, 
or  furnished  in  some  odd,  non-, 
naturalistic  style.  It  will  allow 
sets  to  be  changed  in  just  iw 
hour,  and  dial  wiH  enable 
Hall  to  schedule  up  to  ten 
plays  in  a  week  that  w£Q  often 
include  matinee  and  evening 
performances  ocLSundays. 

By  late  next  autumn,  when 
what  Hall  hopes  will  be  the 
first  of  several  seasons  will  be 
ending,  openings  wzD  have 
ranged  from  the  Alan  Howard 


C  If  we  have 
a  policy,  it’s 
abundance 
and 

.'diversity' 9 


Lear  to  David  Rabe*s  Hurly- 
burly,  a  satiric  picture  of  the 
Hollywood  jungle  performed 
in  New  York  by  Sigourney 
Weaver  and  William  Hurt; 
■from  Hall’S  Godot  to  Grace 
Note  by  Samuel  Adamson. 

Though  Drorogodeis  exact¬ 
ly  half  Hall's  age,  the  two  men 
-  have  discovatedlhen*  likes  and 
dislikes  to  be  pretty  similar. 
“We're  against  showy,  decora¬ 
tive  theatre  and  also  against 
the  idea  that  to  be  radical  you 
have  to  shock,  shock,  shock." 
says  Dramgooie.  who  is  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  new  plays. 
"The  dramatists  here  are  tzy- 
to  be  radically  intelligent, 
humane,  radically 
generous.”  . 

■  “If  we  have  apoUcy»irs 
abundance  and  diversity,” 


ing  to  be 
radically 


says  HaJUL  “And  as  for  as  the 
revivals  are  concerned.  Ire 
only  interested  in  classics  that 
I  think  have  sametiling  to  say 
to  an  audience  at  this  minute.** 
Hence  the  choice  of  Waste  to 
launch  the  season  on  March  4. 
Back  in  1907  die  play  was 
banned,  thanks  to  its  candopr 
about  sex  and  politics.  Twenty 
years  later  Granvilie-Baricer 
radically  rewrote  it,  but  until 
now  his  revised  version  has 
been  neglected.  “It's  about 
sleaze  and  the  disintegration 
of  government."  says  Hall.  “In 
a  general  election  year  it 
should  be  an  absolute 
humdinger." 

Nor  will  Feliaty  Ken¬ 
dal's  appearance  in 
this  be  a  one-off. 
Though  each  new 
play  will  be  cast  separately, 
the  revivals  will  draw  on  a 
pool  of  performers  eventually 
likely  to  number  up  to  25.  Hall 
knows  that  only  if  actors 
commit  themselves  for  three 
{days  or  more  can  be  begin  to 
create  something  that  no  long¬ 
er  exists  at  the  National,  and 
has  become  increasingly  elu¬ 
sive  at  the  RSC  an  ensemble. 

“If  you  are  working  with 
people  who  know  each  other 
well,  you  can  take  more  risks, 
work  quicker,  go  deeper,  push 
things  further,”  says  HalL 
“You  can  give  actors  more 
opportunities  and  cast  against 
expectation  and  type.  In  the 
early  days  of  the  RSC  who 
would  have  thought  that  the 
5ft  Ian  Holm  could  play  Prince 
Hal,  or  a  Rank  starlet  called 
•Donald  Sinden  would  be  the 
Duke  of  York,  or  Peggy 
Ashcroft  could  take  Queen 
Margaret  in  The  Wars  of  the 
Roses  from  the  age  of  17  to  75? 
Actors  can  be  goodies  in  the 


Peter  Hall  and  (left)  his  deputy.  Dominic  Dromgoole  a  simple  new  stage  design  will  allow  them  to  schedule  up  to  ten  plays  in  a  week,  including  Sundays 


afternoon  and  baddies  in  the 
evening." 

During  1997 we  will  see  both 
the  exciting  young  newcomer 
Victoria  Hamilton  and  the 
veteran  Geraldine  McEwan. 
And  who  knows,  they  may  be 
back  again  in  1996  and  1999 
alongside  Dame  Judi  Dench, 
who  has  displayed  an  interest 
in  joining  the  ensemble.  Hie 
impresario  David  Mirvish  is 
presenting  Hall  and  Drom- 
goole  with  tiie  Old  Vic  and  a 
production  budget  of  some 
£700.000;  but  they  will  have  to 
fill  65  per  cent  of  seats  if  they 
are  to  hreak  even.  “It's  a  huge, 
huge  risk.”  says  Hall.  “If  I 
don’t  cover  costs  in  the  first 
year,  there  wont  he  a  second." 

Yet  already  the  season  is 
more  ambitious  than  it  was 


going  to  be  three  months  ago. 
when  the  plays  and  ensemble 
were  expected  to  number  10 
and  15  respectively.  Indeed, 
the  directors  are  talking  of 
taking  over  a  second  but 
smaller  theatre  in  order  to 
present  two  new  plays  they 
cannot  fit  into  their  existing 
plans.  But  at  the  moment 
persuading  audiences  —  “and 
we  want  theatregoers  of  all 
ages,  the  young  who  go  to  the 
fringe,  older  people  who  find 
the  West  End  a  nightmare, 
everyone"  —  to  come  once  or 
twice  a  month  to  the  Old  Vic 
will  be  challenge  enough. 

But  both  men  seem  avid  for 
the  fray.  For  Dromgoole.  it  is  a 
chance  to  take  striking  new 
work  “away  from  small  boxes 
where  ifS  in  danger  of  being 


marginalised”.  For  the  former 
director  of  the  National,  it 
means  plenty*  too. 

“ft  means  not  having  to 
dose  the  theatre  for  days  when 
you  want  to  do  a  new  play,  not 
spending  a  great  deal  of 
money  tearing  down  sets,  not 
having  to  ask  an  actor  to  play 
Lear  twice  on  the  same  day.  ft 
means  staying  in  one  place, 
being  able  to  rehearse  there, 
managing  with  a  minute  org¬ 
anisation.  going  to  the  pub 
with  the  company  for  lunch, 
not  having  a  canteen  commiT- 
ree  and.  thank  God.  not  hav¬ 
ing  to  read  the  canteen 
committee's  notes." 

Times  readers  can  obtain  prior¬ 
booking  and  special  offers  for 
the  Old  Vie  season.  Derails  will 
appear  on  the  arts  pages  tomorrow 


Z 


his  head 


N  (foody  knows  wheth¬ 
er  Shakespeare  wrote 
much,  Iittleor  none  of 
Henry  VJJh  or,  assuming  he 
had  a  collaborator,  whether 
this  was  Fletcher  or  someone 
else.  My  owri  theory  fa  that  the 
Bard  was  so  embarrassed  by 
the  task  he  had  undertaken 
tiiat  be  launched  every  now 
and  then  info  Dalek-verse,  by 
w^rfdiqUBiaghisinvDlw- 


Henry  VIII 
Swan,  Stratford 


meat  After  all  he  had  to  deal 
in  upbeat,  celebratory  fashion 
with  the  father  and  mother  of 
the  great  queen  who  had  died 
only  nine  years  before.  What 
was  hie  to  make  of  the  fed  that 

the  one  had  cut  off  the  other’s 


'\V 


Dance  away 


THE&BtetlMES 


OVER  one '  magnificent 
•  weekend.  Theatre  Chib 
.  members  in  thrall  to 
Terpsichore  can  enjoy  the 
:  best  of  dance  in  two  very 
;  different  moods.  Your  ho¬ 
tel,  the  four-star  Mount 
.  batten  Hold  in  Covent 
Garden,  is  just  a  short 
stroll  from  the  Royal  Op¬ 
era. House  where,  on  the 
.evening  of  Biday,  Janu- 
>  up  on  the  Royal  Bailers 
er  a_  Saturday  spent  at  the 
jnuuoij  awes,  taking  advantage  of  special 

half-price  admission Jta  the  Theatre  Museum  and  the 
■Museum' trf  the  Molting  Image,  it's  offto  west  London 

'for  the  last  t  nndnn^perfbTTTitoice  of  Rtverdance.  Then 
batik  fo~  the  Mounfbatten  for, supper  and  cabaret:  After, 
breakfast  on  Sundaythertfs  a  fascinating  guided  tour  of 
Theatidandi  and  the  weekendends  with  tea  and  scones 
back  at  .the  hotel  The  fuBy  indusiye  cost  is  £199  ptir 
person.  To  book,  ring  Centre  Stage  an  0800  335588  ■ 


LONDON 

Abarida  Theatre  (Dec  IQ.  13) 

•  TICKETS  £1250.  (normally 
£1650)  for  Jonathan  Miller's 
productioanf  Shakespeare’s  A 
Midsummer  Mighrs  Dream. 
Td  0171-359  4404 

Theater  Royal,  Uaymark** 
(Dec  5)  .  : 

•  MEET  Lyon  Redgrave  alter 
■seeing  her  highly  rated  one- 
woman  show,  Shakespeare  for 
\m  Father, .  Tkkets  £19  foot- 
maDy  £24).  Td  0171-9308800 

BIRMINGHAM  ' 

-Crescent Theatre  .  . 

(Dec  28-29;  Jan  6-11) 

•TWO  £7  tickets  for  the  price 
of  one  id  Dickens's  A  Christmas 
CaroLTd  0121-6435858 
CHESTERFIELD 
PuilwyaoatcTbcatre(Dec4-5] 
•TICKETS  E4  (normally  £6}  to 
Mike  Stotrs  adult  drama.  The 
Fancy  Man.  Td  01246  34222 
STIRLING 

MaeRobert  Arte  Cmtre  (Dec  5) 

•  TICKETS  £8  (normally  £10) 


for  the*  Royal ;  Shakespeare 
Company's  production  of  The 
Cornedy  of  Errors. .  Td  01786 
461081 
-MOLD  - 

Tbeatr  Clvvyd  (Dec  2-23) 
•TWO  adults  or  children’s 
..tickets  for  the  price  of  one 
(normally  E7  to  Ei3)  to  Hans 
Christian  Andersen’S  The  Snow 
Queen.  Ttel  QI3SZ755U4 

BRACKNELL 

WMe  Theatre 
(Dee  7.14. 21.11am) 

•TWO  tickets  for  the  price  of 
caie  (normally  £6  to  £7)  for  The 
Sleeping  Beauty.  01344 
484123 

BRIGHTON 
Dome  Theatre  (Jan  1-5) 
•-SAVE  £1  on  tickete  (normally 
£6  to  £]0-50)ro  Tne  Wind  in  the 
Willows.  Td  01273  709709 
SWANSEA 

Grand  Theatre  (Dec  6-7) 

•  TICKETS  E7  (normally  £950} 
to  see  comedian  John  Sparkes. 
Tel  01792  475715 


TO  JOIN,  either  send  s  cheque  for  £1250.  made  payable  to  The 
Theatre  Ctah.  together  with  your  name,  address  wdtetephone 
number  to TheThealre  dob,  P.O.  Bck2164.  Colchester  0028JL.  or 
telephone  01206  225145  using  your  credit  card  .  /  '  . 


head,  and  kept  on  marrying 
and  murdering  after  that? 

The  short  answer  is:  noth¬ 
ing.  The  play  stops  at  the 
moment  of  Elizabeth's  bap¬ 
tism.  which  is  accompanied 
by  general  rejoicing  and  epis¬ 
copal  prophecies  of  wonders 
to  come.  Indie  last  production 
I  saw,  Henry  and  Anne  Bo- 
leyn  or  fas  she  is  called  here) 
Men  clustered  round  the 
baby  in  a  sentimental  display 
of  family  togetherness.  Greg¬ 
ory  Doran's  revival  for  the 
RSC  is  more  pointed  if  less 
Shakespearean.  Scarcely  has 
David  CoIHngACramner  fin¬ 
ished  his  patriotic  Heatings 
titan  Claire  Marchionne's 
black-gowned.  Anne  appears 
wraith-like  behind  Paul 
JessonVfag,  smiling  Henry. 
She  apprehensively  touches 
her  neck,  be'  looks  a  nrite 
worried  finis. 

Well,  wefl.  Dr  Johnson  was 
probably  right  when  be  said 
tiiat  “the  play  keeps  posses¬ 
sion  of  die  stage  by  reason  of 


GREAT  BRITISH  HOPES 


Rising  stars  in  the  arts  firmament 
_ SIMON  SMITH _ 

Age:  27. 

Profession:  Playwright- 
Background:  “I  studied  di¬ 
recting  at  Dartington  Coll¬ 
ege,  but  when  I  left  1  realised 
that  1  was  just  another 
director  with  no  experience." 

Current  project:  Smith  has 
recently  won  the  interna¬ 
tional  Playwriting  Festival's 
first  prize  for  his  first  play. 

Heir  To  The  Estate. 

What’s  it  abont?  “It's  set  on 
New  Year's  Eve  1979.  and  it’s 
an  exploration  of  those  who 
didn't  manage  to  adapt  to 
the  coming  years.  Some 
people  find  it  very  Ortonesque.  but  I  didn’t  really  want  that." 

What  did  the  judges  like  about  ht  They  liked  the  play's 
“blackly  comic  dialogue,  the  vivid  wholeheartedness  of  the 
characterisation,  the  gentle  workings  of  the  political  allegory 
and  the  extraordinary  fluency  of  the  narrative".  So  far  it  has 
only  had  a  reading,  Hit  the  Croydon  Warehouse  has  the  first 
refusal. 

What  next?  “I  look  after  our  three-year-old  son  Oliver,  so  2 
find  it  difficult  to  concentrate,  but  I'm  interested  in  doing 
something  about  our  obsession  with  the  millennium.  And  I 
might  like  to  write  screenplays  one  day." 

Guy  Walters 


exaggerating  when  he 
that  “the  meek  sorrows  and 
virtuous  distress  of  Katherine 
have  furnished  some  scenes 
winch  may  be  justly  num¬ 
bered  among  the  greatest 
efforts  of  tragedy".  Tageantry 
fa  not  what  one  associates 
with  the  Swan.  But  Doran 
puts  Henry  and  his  court  in 
thdrdotfaof-gold  mode when 
he  can,  opening  the  fag  rear 
dooi$  to  show  a  gQdeti  horse, 
Anne  with  a  shimmering  cor¬ 
onation  train,  and  glister 
galore. 

He  is  also  lucky  to  have  a 
fine  Katharine  of  Aragon  in 
Jane  Lapotaire;  who  brings 
patience;  dignity  and,  in.  her 


Patti  Jesson  as  Henry,  with  Jane  Lapotaire  as  Katherine,  and  Ian  Hogg  as  Wolsey 


final  encounter  with  Cardinal 
Wolsey,  a  moving  ntix  of 
queenly  outrage  and  simple 
pain.  Here  Shakespeare  re¬ 
veals  himself,  as  he  surely 
also  does  in  some  of  the 
scenes  involving  the  “scarlet 
Satan"  himself,  played  by  Ian 
Hogg  as  the  Ipswich  butcher's 
son  in  excelsis:  which  means 
he  has  a  very  odd  accent  and 
the  massive  confidence  of 
someone  who  can  deal  with 
whatever  is  waiting  for  him  in 
the  slaughterhouse,  whether  it 
is  a  bull  or  an  English  lord. 

The  play  is  episodic,  but  the 
episodes  lave  purpose.  Proud 


men  —  Buckingham.  Wolsey 
—  discover  humility  in 
disaster.  Jesson's  splendidly 
bluff,  blunt  King  learns  to  see 
through  fake  and  value  hon¬ 
esty.  Yet  a  good  cast  and 
capable  direction  cannot 
diguise  tiie  fact  that  here  and 
elsewhere  the  Bard,  or  Ur- 
Bard,  is  tying  himself  in  some 
pretty  coznkai  knots  in  order 
to  say  the  tactful  thing. 

The  principals  are  all  relent¬ 
lessly  goodmouthed.  Every¬ 
one,  including  Anne,  is  nice 
about  Katherine.  Everyone  is 
nice  about  Anne,  calling  her 
“virtuous"  and  “complete  in 


mind  and  feature".  Likewise, 
but  more  so,  with  Henry  and 
the  infant  Elizabeth.  1  must 
admit  to  being  slightly  sicken¬ 
ed  by  all  this  post-hoc 
propagandising.  Indeed,  it 
leaves  me  wondering  about 
the  cannon  that  set  the  origi¬ 
nal  Globe  Theatre  on  fire  at 
the  premiere  of  a  play  that, 
believe  it  or  not,  was  then 
tided  All  Is  True.  Was  that 
cannon  just  a  cannon?  No,  it 
was  an  historian,  moralist 
and  critic. 

Benedict 

Nightingale 


A  daily  guide  to  the  new  Silver  Galleries  at  the  Victoria  and  Albert  Museum 

The  Merode  Cup 


MADE  in  France,  probably  between 
1400  and  1420.  this  magnificent  piece 
was  presumably  intended  solely  for 
display,  and  would  have  been  extreme¬ 
ly  costly,  ft  owes  its  name  to  the 
Merode  family  of  Belgium,  which  sold 
it  in  1828.  However,  it  may  have  been 
made  for  Jean,-  Due  de  Bern  —  a  great 
medieval  patron  of  the  arts  whose 
court  rivalled  that  of  the  King.  An 
inventory  shows  that  in  1417  he  had 
such  a  cup  in  his  collection. 

Made  of  sflyer-giit,  the  cup  has 
translucent  plique  a  jour  enamel 


plaques,  the  sole  surviving  medieval 
example  of  this  technique.  Plique  d 
jour  was  the  most  difficult  enamel 
technique  because  it  involved  firing  the 
glass  into  ceOs  and  removing  the 
backing  to  create  an  effect  like  a 
stained-glass  window.  The  delicately 
rendered  flowers  and  birds  are 
achieved  by  a  technique  known  as 
pouncing,  using  very  fine  punches. 

•  77re  Silver  Galleries.  Victoria  and 
Albert  Museum,  Cromwell  Road, 
London  SW7  (0171-938  8441) 


TOMORROW:  Condiment  Vessels  by  Diana  Greenwood 


LAST  8  WEEKS 
IN  LONDON 

PRIOR  TO  NATIONAL  TOO R 

MUST  END  18  JANUARY  1997 
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INTOXICATING 
IT  SUCCEEDS  I 
TRIUMPHANTLY” 


“DANCE 
DOES  NOT 
OFTEN  GET 
SO  GOOD” 


Randal  tkas 


CREDIT  CARD  sS® 
HOTLINES: 

(*CL14HR  FUJI  DKG  FEE5|  —  ™“ 

BOX  OFFICE:  S; 
0171  416  6022  m 

0171  420  1000  *  0171  344  4444  •  0171  240  0771 

TUJKETS  £19.50,  $2550,  £28.50.  MON-SSI  EVES  8PM  SflT  MKTS  2.30PM 
Available  on  CO,  cassette  X  video 
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CHOICE  1 


Jonathan  Miller 
directs  A 
Midsummer 
Nights  Dream 

VENUE:  Now  in  preview 
at  the  Almeida,  Islington 


Inside  Trading , 
by  Malcolm 
Bradbury,  is 
staged  in  Norwich 

VENUE:  Opens  tonight 
at  the  Playhouse 


the^^times 
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j  new  videos 


Beautiful  Thing 
puts  Jonathan 
Harvey’s  hit 
play  about  gay 
love  onto  the 
small  screen 


-  .  m-- 


Simon  Rattle 

offers  a  fast 
and  furious 
recording  oi  . 

Mozart’s  Cost 
fan  tutte 
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A  MIDSUMMER  NIGHTS  WB* 

am  in  tor  snyuais  An  nre*csnn9 «ot 
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wiS  Poier  Baylres  as  Bottom  ^ 
dowgm  try  the  Quay  BlCthero 
AIrmMb.  Alnwrio  Stiecl.  N1  I017V3S9 

OfK^Dewrntetll 
Sol.  7  30pni.  mat  Sal.  3  30pm.  Until 
Feomary  1 

TBOtUUS  AND  CRESS! DA  Joseph 
Frerrare  ard  VreJona  Ham*on f*W  'he 

aorraed  prodwclicin 

Oiue  Ffoncre.  Richard  McC-alx  and 

tabfcwv  Sired.  ECS  10171^38 
gran  pre/ietnt^tonigtrtjpm 
Opens  Decembw  4.  7pm  Then  m  rep 

ELSEWHERE 

SSKSSSKESSi 

b,  swwss  and  tradmanal  Areawn 
folksongs. 

a  LE  CEHCLE  INVISIBiE  Vrtona 
Chaplin  and  Jean-BapWsteT>ijwr« 

re^weh  the«  stranga  and  drearrt*us 

evocation  ol  It*  arts  ol  arcus. 

Puddle  Doc*B*yh^. 

EC4  (0171-23622111 
7pm  Thar  Tu^Sal,  7  SfcnUi*  *#■ 

4pm  Also  parts  on  Dec  23  30.  ■ 

maB  on  Dec  24. 26. 31.  Jan  1. 4pm 

□  THE  CHERRY  ORCHATO 

rlmandousRSC  cast  headed  by 
Penelope  WiUon.  Alec 
Dawd  Troughlon.  n 1 V 
Adrian  Not*?  conwwed  the  wa  f 

Mbny^Mathh  s  Lane.  WC2 1017^ 
5St730)  Mon-S*.  7  30pm:  mare  Wed 
and  Sat.  3pm 

■  THE  ELEVENTH 

COMMANDMENT  Commissioned  play 

horn  comedian  Oamd  Schneider  r 

whx*  he  Flays  asm^emanr^irig 
,o  id  he  maihff  ffiheto 

Sieafef)  he  lances  a  grf  nK* 

and  Jewish.  Matmew  Llcryd  d«K» 

narnlNd  Swiss  Cottage  Centre. 

NW3 10171-722  KHDPrwtwn  bo^n 
ton.ght.0pm  Opensaec‘L7pm  Then 
Mon-Sal.  8pm.  mai  Sal.  3  30pm 

■  FAMILY  CIRCLES  SamWalrans  . 
drmets  a  forgotten  Ayckboom.  wW'J^“v 
^□n^dAirtol  SmJh  P^ngBne 
pal^lsoUhmedaLiT1'ereana0w0,D 
Sflereni  men  in  each  ad 
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A  daily  guide  to  art* 
and  entertainment 
complied  by  Gillian  Maxey 

SyaiphonyHal.  Broad SMimei- 
212  jjL3i  ToregW-  3pm  fi 

GLASGOW  TheBBCSvCttWi 

tnssssss^j1' 

ssasssresr, 

inrtudmq  ha  Gultai  Com*®)***® 

CTvjnyi  L-,txni  Dun  s  Ordwstral  Thuf/S 

ni,  jrtuch  was  gmen  iswM  premcie  ai 
ttwor..3omgHudoeftf«M 
Contemp-J'ary  Miwc  Festival.  lofc«« 
With  Susan  Betti.  Mfxano 
Traomey ■  Alben  Dnve  im  4  -227 
SSI  n.  Tomgni  7  3tlpm  IfcJ 
10NCASTEH  Yan  PaaceJ  Tortoher 

^  BBC  PMlwmonle  ih« 

seaujns  orchestra  « residence,  n  a 

ier-aroire  vdh  an  rrcmadorvil  flavcw 
Bertioc's  swashbudJhQ  Wayetiey 

Overture  re  loBdvwrf  by 

Piano  Concerto  No  2(soW*dMart^ 
fioscoe)  Walton  s  Second  Symphony 

SSSS-SSSb*"®1684 

593729/32678)  Toraght  7.30pm 
UVERPOOL  EverymanThealta 

pj^msahaadv  codiail « 


theatre  guide 


Jeremy 

at  theatre  shewing  In  London 

■  House  tuO,  nrturraoTity 
B  Some  sests  «sllsb*s 
□  Seats  stall  pries* 


cjmsreoi  nwiniom...*- 

cmioe  Tree.  Oaien ce  Street. 

^XdlOlBI-WO  36331.  Pr^. 
O^iiLonighl.  7.45pm  Opens  Dec  2. 

NEW  RELEASES 

AMERICAN  BUFFALO  115)  A 
powartd  adaptation  ol  Davri  Mamet  * 
play  about  EmaJ-tme  hushera.  «dh 
Dustin  Hottman  and  Dennis  Rare. 

DhaCor.Mrehaeli^rrefire. 
MMro(0171-«707571 
GABBEH  BeautiM.poebclrar»»ittit 
abwl  nomadic  carpet  weaver* 

Mphscri  MaHtmalbBl 
ICAB(017l-»»  3647/ 

KANSAS  CTTY  (IS)'  Too  mudt  art.  lice 
m  Rot>9i  All  man's  late  crime  and  pz= 
m  1930s  Kansas  Cey 
Jason  Ungh.  fAranda  Richard  and 

ABC  ShsfhSbwy  Avenue  !Ol7l-0» 
^,^^0^3513742, 

SSBSSESR!S,<a 

S-EiSSBBKSt- 

Preagog  AuoM  cnrKrt)  w«h  Conn 
FnJteandJasqiwiinehW'^ 

Drecto-.NadiaT.iii 

ABC  Tottenham  Court  Hoad  i0t7i- 
^661481  B*Wc*nBl,Ji7l^aW?t| 

MGM  Baker  Street 

cvjQon  Konshigton  iOi  436  9— Wji 

SSewwm^oi  ua  wntatef. 
a  -awo  888950)  Virgin  Fjdlwn  Bj»d 

Tot  71-370  2636)  Wwner  gfliM-A.- 

51-;* 

THE  SUNCHASEH  -  lSi  A  nr  W* 

c  ~rj  ird  ■&  •r!  ^JV  ' 

wjneyddtswreri  t>mrr*tti  i  .-w 


745pm  men  Mon-sat  7  45pm.  man 
Tlwre  (Do-:  19.  Jan  2. 9. 16. 

Fn  (Dec  27.  Jan  3]  4pm:  Sal  4pm  Until 
February  15 

B  HAMLET  Mchad  WaWrwy  a 

profoundly  inceUuoos 
Frartss  modem  dr^pro^O’an 
Greenwich.  Dooms H« LSEW  P«l 
8S8  77S5)  Mon-bat  7  J5pm.  mal  S3L 
2. 30fvn.  Untfl  November  30 

B  JOHN  GABRIEL  BOWWW4 

Richard  Eyie  ,4rccre^L 
Vanessa  Redqrave  Bleen  Aittns  and 
f Ached Bryahl  _p. 

•btianal  (Lytteltonl.  SoiAh BahK  at' 
|S?r|!9M22S2|  Tonighf-Sal.  730pm: 

Sal.  2  15pm  miep.B 
□  MRS  WARREN'S  PROFESSION 
Maqqw  Steed  m  the  title  rote,  with 
Catherine  Cusach  as  her  outrage 
i:jaijqhtef  -n  Ned  Bankin' ^cast 
ptoduebon  ol 

lyric,  Kng  Street  Wh  (0181  -741 

2311)  Mon-Sal.  7  30pm:  met*  SaL 

230pm  F.iwIwW'-B 


dance  end 

(038)  Opens  Icmg™.  7-30pm  7^ 

SovSaUaOpm  regular  mats  (mg  to 

.jelaili).  Until  January  25 
NORWICH:  Malcolm  Bracfeurv's 

K^TrsMng^s^ 

eerily 

ycuftat  me  Hour,  and  a«vi  amodem 

merdant  bank  where  a  pbus^e 

yrxrgmancandowtyvreajoia^ 

P^hoose.  St  'Seon^i^MtlOV*13 
76M66)  Opens uoni^xspnv^’ 

Mov Sat  8pm.  mats  Wed  and  Sot. 

2  30pm  Until  Decent**  1* 

LONDON  ^Al  I-ERIES 

B«W»  Swharre  Srt^i: 

Foundamn  Show  (01 71-S14  7000) 

1453)  Fssttrel  HMt  MasksJ9b 

10171-960  4242)  ^«Grejm 
May  KetghtMy.  Smah  Pamnngs  & 

Iceland  (0171-287 
Alexander.  A  Feasf  d  Food  An 

inters  Chnstmas  &**®on  (01 7L 
493  0706) 

■>jerremgfonGaiO  (OITI-SOOwe) 

Tsls-TtS  1®6  Turner  Prze  EXNhmon 
Sfri^Buooj  va^An^t 
pnorography  1B90-1965  (01 71-938  8SC0) 

B  THE  NUN1  Greenwich  Studio 
Theatre  «i  Exte  rewveo  Margaret 
Foreyth-s  impre«ave  Pro^00^®, 
CMereTs  study  c(  pamjtftd  pa3»on 
hrfmtd  thaconvaniwats 
BACLavandet  HU.  SW1 1  W17I-B3 
22Z3).  T ue- Sat,  7  30pm:  Sun.  5  JOpm 

□  SCROOGE  Anthony  NeMeyMdt 

oi  the  West  End  sage  smgvtg  ttw  ime 

rote  in  the  Lea!*  Bncusse  rnu^l 

Dominion.  Tottenham  Court  tad  Wt 
Si7h638  2295).  MavSaL  7  30pm. 

mare  Thurs.  Sffl.  3pm 
□  SWANWHITE  D.ecaon^  debut  lor 
actor  Tmothy  Walker «  3?^n^ 
prenwse  ol  Stnndberg  s 
MeK-ki  plays  the  pnneess  whose  «»« 
can  save  her  doamed  prtnoe 
Gate.  Pemondge  Rwd.  WJ1 
229  0706)  PmvK-^  ton^TiL  7  30pm 
Opens  tomorrow.  7  30pm  Thw.  Mon- 
7  30pcn  Until  Decento  k.i 


Not  any  oLdb^iymovie 


l  ONG  RUNNERS 

ri  Buddy  Strand  10171-930  8800) 

■  Cole  New  London  (0171-405  0072) 
□  An  Ideal  Hinbud- CM  Vic  (om- 
9287616)  O  ***2*™*£?2? 
Garrick  10171-494  5085)  S 
■M-Arabtes-  Patace  (0171-434  «W 
B  Mae  Saigon  Drury  Lane  (0171-494 

t^UVM  BSunwABotdOTWtl 

jsarisss.^ 

2238)  „  ^ 

Tk*bI  mtomanan  supplied  by  Saoety 

ol  London  Theatre 


[  newon v)P^-  ; 

■  BEAUTIFUL  THING 

Film  Four.  15.  ^ 

JONATHAN  HARVEY’S  hit 
play  of  1994  becomes  a  gauche 
but  warm-hearted  film.  Gay 
sex  blooms  between  two  teen¬ 
age  boys  on  a  London  es^te 
vrfiere  flowers,  not  graffin- 

adorn  the  walls.  Stage  director 

Hettie  Macdonald  shows  little 
feeling  for  cinema,  but  she 
appreciates  the  material’s  wit 
aiid  warmth,  and  secures  en- 
c aging  performances  from  a 
cast  picked  from  the  Arrna 
Scher  Theatre  School.  Gtei 
Berry  is  the  sensitive,  quidc- 
witted  Jamie;  Scott  Neal  the 
sports-loving  boy  next  door. 

■  CARNIVAL  OF  SOULS 
Encore.  15, 1962  , 

EERIE  little  tale  about  the 
haunted  survivor  of  a  car 
accident,  filmed  for  less  than 
$100,000  in  Kansas,  and  one 
of  the  inspirations  for  George 
A.  Romero’s  zombie  classic 
Night  of  ‘he  Mng  Dw4 
Unknown  director  rierx 
Hervey  has  imagination  in 
plenty  and  generates  an  ong- 
nal  ghoulish  chill,  though  the 
film  remains  essentially  dou¬ 
ble-bill  fodder. 

■  COPYCAT 
Warner .  18. 1996 
MASOCHISTS  may  enjoy 
renting  this  unpleasant  thrill¬ 
er  about  an  agoraphobic  crim¬ 
inal  psychologist  battling  with 
a  serial  killer.  The  rest  of  us 
will  probably  appreciate  die 
nAlich  nf  director 


.  if 


trussed  up  in  a  ladi«Moo  or 
reduced  to  jeUy  by  a  bedfol  of 
ants.  You  have  to  go  back  to 
The  Silence  of  the  Lambs  to 
find  a  film  that  takes  such 
delight  in  contemplating  Hu¬ 
man  cruelty. 

■  KINGPIN 

Entertainment  Video.  12. 1996 
A  LUCKLESS  hustler  who 
lacks  a  right  hand  goes  on  the 
road  with  an  Amish  mnocent 


Will  probably  app^attfte  «g  for  bowling  Are 

professional  pohsh  of  dirrcmr  iauehing  yet?  This  idiot 

Jon  Amiel,  but  wtll  a?utmt  at  y  ^fthe  team  respon- 

5SfSSSS5~  aibte  for  Dotnh  0  Dumber 


proudly  plumbs  the  depths  of 
bad  taste,  and  never  knows 
when  to  stop.  Bill  Murray  gets 
most  of  die  laughs  going, 
though  the  main  sure  are 
Woody  Harrelson  and  Randy 
Quaid.  Available  to  rent 

■  PRINCESS  IN  LOVE 
Arena  Home  Entertainment . 
12  1996 

COLLECTORS  of  trashy  mov¬ 
ies  may  possible  find  a  home 
for  this  latest  Araencm 
recreation  of  the  woes  of  the 
House  of  Windsor.  Based  on 
Anna  Pasternak’s  fatuous 


book,  the  film  imagines  the 
Princess  of  Wales's  secretro- 
mance  with  Jam^  Hewitt 
(bed  scenes  included),  ine 
actors  bear  no  resemblance  to 
their  real-life  equivalents  the 
dialogue  is  pure  Mills  &  Boon; 
and  die  director,  oh  dear,  is 
the  once-interesting  Efcwfo 
Greene.  You  can  laugh  for  a 
while  fFlants  n«d  endow- 
agement"  says  0**^ 
do  people.”  says  Diana),  but 
like  all  such  movies  it  eventu¬ 
ally  becomes  a  bore. 


a  I  SHOT  ANDY 
WARHOL  .  .  a 

Ben  Peters,  22:  This  is  a 
supreme  penod  Piece-  ,  . 

SSSJSSSKSfS. 

was  stunning  — 
w  -  jot  more  of  her.  how 
Ser.  too  much  of  foe  film  was 
obsessed  with  setting- 

Richard  Wright  2* 

captures  the  tune  and  place 
Saveli  —  not  that  l  was 

Kb^l  now  feel  thatlwas.^ 

rj0nv  peters,  20:  It  kept  me 
"Srite  whole  way 
mrough-  Realistic,  and  a  lot 

morefoan  that -tt  was  very 

moving  too. 
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Barry  Millington 

■  SZYMANOWSKI 
Violin  Concertos  Nos  1 «  £ 

Concert  Overture 
Mordkovitch/BBC 
Philharmonic/Smatsky 

Chandos  CHAN  <W96*** 

S^MANOWSKI-S  two  violin 
amcertos.  separated  hy  a  per¬ 
iod  of  17  years,  make  an  ideal 
coupling.  The  First,  composed 
in  1916,  belongs  to  the  tune  ot 
the  composers  first  maturity, 
when  he  was  grafting  Impres¬ 
sionist  and  oriental  influences 
on  to  a  distinctive  late- Roman¬ 
tic  harmonic  vocabulary.  In¬ 
spired  by  Mlcinski*  poem 
MOV  Might  -  an  evocation  of 
a  '  fantastic,  m>Thological 
world  —  the  concerto  is  in  a 
single  movement  with  none  ot 
the  usual  subdivisions. 

The  Second  Concerto,  dat¬ 
ing  from  193?.  is  Szyma¬ 


nowski’s  last  large-scale  score 
(he  died  in  1937).  This  too  ^ is  m 
a  single  movement,  but  tne 
structure  neverthelere  mror- 
po rates  elements  of  folksong. 
Polish  peasant  fidfoing  and 
long-breathed  revene  for  solo 
violin,  along  with  the  opujent, 
full-blooded  textures  that  re¬ 
mained  characterishc. 

Lydia  Mordkovitch  ts  a 
passionate  advocate  of  bom 
works,  infusing  her  line  with 
soulful  nostalgia  and  ecstatic 
abandon. 

Vassily  Sinaisky  contributes 
an  equally  rapturous  badk- 
drop  with  the  force  of  the 
BBC  Philharmonic  in  conn- 
dent,  glowing  accounts  of  the 
fervent,  Straussian  Concert 
Overture,  as  well  as  bom 
concertos. 

CDs  reviewed  in  The 
Times  can  be  ordered 
from  the  Tunes  Music 
Shop  on  0345-023  498 


John  Higgins 


■  MOZART 
Cosi  fan  tutte 

»’£3»AU«n/ 

E/^7243556J70 2  (3  CDs)** 

/UNROUND  applause  greet¬ 
ed  Simon  Rattle’s  concert  per¬ 
formances  of  Cost  with  die 
Orchestra  of  the  Age  of  En¬ 
lightenment  a  year  ago.  ine 
recording  drawn  from  tne 
second  of  those  evenings 
works  less  well. 

The  Rattle  game  plan  is 
clear.  Take  two  well-matured 
singers  for  rifoonso  and 
Despina  and  assign  the  lovers 
to  a  younger  generation. 
Thomas  Allen’s  philosopher  is 
the  star  of  the  set.  Ann 
Murray's  lady's  maid  is  its 
weakness.  Her  voice  is  ^ 
times  uncomfortably  hard  ana 


efforts  to  compensate  by  over¬ 
playing  do  not  help- 

RaBie  goes  for  a  soprano 
Do  rabella  in  Alison  Hagle^ 
which  has  the  advantage  oi 
foe  sisters  sounding  like  sis¬ 
ters  and  the  disadvantage  ot 
malting  than  too  alike.  She 
^n^Hdtevi  .  Mtotopdto 
(Ffordiligi)  have  excellent  Mo¬ 
zart  style  but  they  cannot 
malrfi- Renee- Elemmg  .^d 
Anne  Sofie  von  Otter  with 
Solti  on  Decca,  another  live 
performance.  The  two  smtors, 
Kurt  Streit  and  Gerald  Finley. 
both  give  winning  perfor¬ 
mances;  the  tenor  «P 
has  a  fleet,  sweet  voice.  Both 
put  up.  resistance  to  Rattlea 

often  excessive  speeds.  . 

The  OAE  has  virtuoso  play- 

■  era.  They  must  be,  fo  take  flte 

overture  at  this  gallop.  A  Can 
for  Rattle  fans  and  -those- who. 
like  Mozart  fast  and  furious. 


□  THE  LONG  KISS 
goodnight 

Bern  One  of  the  few  action 
films  more  explosive  than  its 
trailers.  Samuel  L  Jacksonis 
as  tip  top  as  he  was  in  Pulp 
Fiction — one  of  the  few  actors 
who  look  as  though  they  really 
know  how  to  use  a  gun. 
rncv-  If  you  like  your  violence 
mindless  and  don’t  care  for 
subtle  scripts  then  this  is  for 
you.  Nevertheless,  it  would  be 
churlish  not  to  see  the  fun  in 
films  like  this.  .  ... 

Richard!  Although  it  did"] 

live  up  to  its  promise  tu  be  the 

ultimate  action  film,  it  was 
still  way  better  than  most. 
Holly:  Definitely  a  bloke 
film”,  but  I  still  found  it  a  lotof 
fun.  Geena  Davis  was  a  great 
heroine  for  both  beys  and 
gtrlsi|,,; 


Ti  i 


•J't’*  i. 


•k  Worth  hearing  ...... 

irk  Worth  considering 
irfrk  Worth  buying 


OTHEVAN  m 

Bem  Like  The  Commitment? 
and  Hear  my  Song ,  this  is  an 
Irish  comedy  that  is  fun  m 
watch,  but  leaves  no  lasting 
impression. 

Lucy.  Mostly  a  “feel-good 
film,  but  it  tries  to  say  serious 
things  about  unemployment. 
It  shouldn’t  have  bothered  — 
the  humour  is  enough. 
Ridiard:  I  enjoyed  this,  but  I 
doubt  I  would  normally  have 
gone  to  see  it.  A  great  film  to 
show  on  TV. 

HoDy  This  had  me  laughing 
a  lot.  The  scenes  in  the  van 
itself  were  extremely  well  done 
—  strongly  recommended  for 
just  about  anybody. 
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■  FILM! 

Fear  and  loathing 
in  the  Sixties 
avanfcgaide  is 
superbly  caught 
in  I  Shot 
Andy  Warhol 


■  FILM  2 

Plenty  of 
saucy  thrills 
and  spills  for 
Geena  Davis  in 
The  Long  Kiss 
Goodnight 


THE 


ART 


■|%agS-  1  ■  FILM  3 

j  The  Van,  Roddy 
Doyle's  sardonic 
|  \iew  of Dubli n 
ajg£- "  ‘  H  life,  transfers 
■Mv  Tj  disappointingly 
.  11.1^  to  the  screen" 


■  FILM  4 

. . .  while  Le 
Bonheur  is  a 
French  comedy 
chiefly  notable 
for  an  appearance 
by  Eric  Cantona 


Walkers  on 
the  wild  side 

CINEMA:  Geoff  Brown  is  blown  away  by  the 
brilliance  of  Lili  Taylor  in  I  Shot  Andy  Warhol 

Every  other  film  post-  Words  erupt  from  Sol  anas  like  thrills  with  knives,  guns,  cat 
er  in  town  seems  to  ammunition  from  a  machine-  and  Niagara  Falls.  And  Geen 
feature  people  gri-  gun;  sometimes  the  most  this  Davis.  Dressed  in  nothing  bi 
macing  in  tieht  doth-  drueeed-out  Warhol  can  sav  is  a  white  slio.  she  is  tortured  o 


Every  other  film  post¬ 
er  in  town  seems  to 
feature  people  gri¬ 
macing  in  tight  cloth¬ 
ing  and  brandishing  a  gun. 
This  week  the  people  are 
women.  In  the  brilliant  and 
surprising  I  Shot  Andy  War¬ 
hol,  Lili  Taylor's  fingers  are  on 
the  trigger  as  Valerie  Sol  an  as, 
the  woman  who  fired  bullets 
into  the  laid-back  guru  of 
modem  art  at  his  Factory 
headquarters  in  1968.  Solanas. 
played  by  Taylor  with 
mesmerising  skill,  is  present¬ 
ed  as  a  hyperactive  woman 
boiling  with  rage.  She  scowls 
and  smokes  non-stop.  Her 
words  tumble  out  at  break¬ 
neck  speed  as  she  harangues 
passers-by.  or  badgers  Warhol 
about  producing  her  feminist 
play  Up  Your  Ass.  Hamm’s 
film  never  scorns  the  humour 
in  the  situations,  hut  it  re¬ 
mains  locked  into  die  hero¬ 
ine’s  aggression,  crystallised 
by  the  manifesto  Solanas  gen¬ 
erated  to  promote  Scum,  her 
onejwoman  Society  for  Cut¬ 
ting  Up  Men. 

Where  did  this  extraordi¬ 
nary  person  come  from,  and 
how  did  she  brush  against  the 
Warhol  entourage?  Harron,  a 
Canadian- bom  director  of 
British  television  arts  docu¬ 
mentaries.  proposes  some  fas¬ 
cinating  answers,  weaving  in 
and  out  of  Solanas’s  disturbed 
childhood,  her  friendship  with 
the  transvestite  Candy  Dar¬ 
ling.  her  contact  with  the 
publisher  Maurice  Girodias, 
and  her  frowning  presence  on 
the  Factory's  fringes. 

Taylor's  performance,  grip¬ 
ping  enough,  acquires  extra 
force  when  placed  next  to 
Jared  Harris’s  Warhol,  uncan¬ 
nily  dose  to  the  original  in 
appearance  and  vocal  tones.  ■ 


Words  erupt  from  Solanas  like 
ammunition  from  a  machine- 
gun;  sometimes  the  most  this 
drugged -out  Warhol  can  say  is 
“Oh,  er".  Rage  versus  vacuity: 
the  conflict  generates  incredi¬ 
ble  tension,  and  much  inciden¬ 
tal  comedy. 

The  suspicion  persists  that 
the  genuine  Warhol  was  al¬ 
ways  more  knowing  than 
Harris’s  bemused  empty  ves¬ 
sel.  But  Harron  still  provides  a 
convincing  portrait  of  an  era 
and  a  mindset;  and  the  sup¬ 
porting  cast,  from  Lorhatre 
Bluteau’s  sleazy  Girodias  to 
the  decorative  beauties  at 
Warhol's  Factory,  slots  into 
place  with  wit  and  precision.  It 
is  Taylor’s  film,  though:  she 
makes  her  impassioned,  de¬ 
luded  Solanas  a  near-tragic 
figure,  crushed  by  the  force  of 
her  own  beliefs. 

The  Long  Kiss  Goodnight 
serves  up  its  own  kind  of 
spectacle.  Bodies  explode  and 
cascade.  There  are  spectacular 


I  Shot 

Andy  Warhol 

Virgin  Haymarket 
18, 106  rains 
Vivid  performances 
in  a  powerful 
portrait  of  an  era 

The  Long  Kiss 
Goodnight 

Odeon  West  End 
■18. 120  mins 
Cheeky  mayhem 
with  Geena  Davis 

A  Midsummer 
Night's  Dream 

Barbican,  U,  105  mins 
.Too  much  theatre.  . 
too  little  magic 


thrills  with  knives,  guns,  cars 
and  Niagara  Falls.  And  Geena 
Davis.  Dressed  in  nothing  but 
a  white  slip,  she  is  tortured  on 
a  waterwheel,  like  an  old-time 
serial  heroine.  Later,  she  gets 
locked  in  a  freezer,  wearing 
equally  spartan  clothing.  The 
director,  I  suppose,  is  allowed 
to  ogle;  he’s  her  husband, 
Renny  Harlin,  last  seen  falling 
fiat  on  his  face  in  Cutthroat 
Island.  But  you  get  my  point’ 
The  Long  Kiss  Goodnight 
takes  place  on  the  far  side  of 
the  preposterous. 

The  film’s  cheeky  excess 
goes  some  way  to  soften  the 
slick,  casual  violence  and  the 
lack  of  imagination.  And  Sam¬ 
uel  L.  Jackson  warms  the  tem¬ 
perature  with  his  charac¬ 
terisation  of  Mitch,  the  small¬ 
time  detective  hired  to  dig  into 
Davis's  mysterious  past 
Could  this  cheerful  loser  with 
sloppy  clothes  and  a  tart 
tongue  actually  be  a  human 
being?  Certainly  he  comes  as 


The  Van 

Odeon  Leicester  Square 
15, 100  mins 
Roddy  Doyle's  novel 
falls  flat  on  the  screen 

Le  Bonheur 

Curzon  Mayfair 
15. 106  mins 
French  comedy  trifle 

Beautiful  Girls 

Warner  West  End 
15. 113  mins 
Wearisome  males 

Dracula:  Dead 
and  Loving  It 

Warner  West  End 
PG.  90  mins  • 
Unfunny  Mel  Brooks 


Jared  Harris  —  “uncannily  close  to  the  original  in  appearance  and  vocal 


close  as  anyone  in  Shane 
Black's  computerised  script, 
which  created  a  storm  two 
years  when  it  was  sold  for  a 
princely  $4  million.  But  you 
are  still  left  with  a  particularly 
chilling  entertainment:  vivid 
enough  in  its  physical  detail  to 
pull  in  the  crowds,  heartless 
enough  to  send  them  back  on 
to  the  streets  with  their  feel¬ 
ings  stunted. 

The  Van  is  an  ordeal,  too. 
For  one  thing,  there  is  the 
decibel  factor.  No  matter  how 
mordant  and  funny  the  dia¬ 
logue  may  be  —  and  this 
dialogue  is  by  Roddy  Doyle  — 
two  actors  yelling  at  each 
other  in  scene  after  scene  is 
wearing.  Cohn  Meaney,  an 
essential  part  of  any  film 
adapted  from  one  of  Doyle's 
Barrytown  navels,  keeps  on 
shouting  "Jesus!"  Donal 
O’Kelly,  as  the  chum  who 
staves  off  the  unemployment 
blues  by  buying  a  dilapidated 
fast-food  van,  maintains  his 
own  barrage  of  carping  re¬ 
marks  and  Dublin  working- 
class  slang.  Under  the  bedlam 
you  can  just  hear  the  sound  of 


The  New  Film  by  Stephen  Frears 
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reasonable  jokes  being  banged 
into  the  ground,  and  a  slender 
story  stretched  too  far. 

Not  that  Doyle's  script  en¬ 
tirely  lacks  grace  notes.  Seri¬ 
ous  worries  lie  within  the  story 
about  two  best  friends,  in  the 
World  Cup  year  of  1990. 
coming  to  blows  serving  bur¬ 
gers  and  chips  to  the  crowds 
watching  Ireland's  progress 
on  TV:  unemployment,  fear  of 
middle  age  and  failure.  But 
the  director  Stephen  Frears, 
tackling  his  second  Doyle 
script  after  The  Snapper,  does 
little  to  bring  them  to  the 
surface.  He  stands  back,  lets 
the  actors  bellow  and  the 
material  grow  monotonous. 

Le  Bonheur  begins  with 
protesting  employees  at  a 
toilet  seat  factory  in  north¬ 
eastern  France.  Now  we  Brit¬ 
ish  know  something  about 
lavatory  humour,  but  Etienne 
Chariliez's  film  grows  ever 
more  French  as  it  pursues 
factory  owner  Michel 
Serrault.  who  flees  domestic 
woes  and  a  screaming  wife 
(Sabine  Az£ma)  by  attaching 
himself  to  another  family  300 
miles  to  the  south. 

Food  and  drink  play  a 
prominent  part  We  follow  the 
production  of  patd  de  foie  gras 
at  Carmen  Maura's  farm, 
whence  Serrault  flies  after 
witnessing  her  appeal  to  her 
missing  husband  on  a  TV 
show.  We  are  also  served  Eric 
Cantona  and  his  brother  Joel 
as  Maura’s  genial  and  Liber¬ 
tine  neighbours:  they’  are 
pleasant  enough,  bur  Gerard 
Depardieu  need  not  fear 
competition. 

Ch3tiliez’s  penchant  is  sar¬ 
donic  comedy,  but  Le  Bonheur 
has  a  rosier  glow  than  Tatie 
Danielle  or  Life  Is  a  Long 
Quiet  Rh<er.  Visually,  how¬ 
ever.  there  is  little  bloom.  The 
colours  are  washed  out,  the 
direction  relaxed  to  the  point 
of  indulgence.  A  fondness  for 
French  lifestyles  is  essential 
for  enjoyment;  otherwise, 
there  is  not  much  to  take  from 
this  slim  entertainment  except 
the  cast’s  skills  and  allure. 

Shakespeare,  I  know,  is 
the  new  screen  sensa¬ 
tion  after  Jane  Austen, 
but  Adrian  Noble's  A 
Midsummer  Night’s  Dream, 
adapted  from  his  RSC  produc¬ 
tion.  proves  so  lacking  in 
screen  presence  that  it  puis  the 
Bard's  cause  back  a  hundred 
years.  For  all  the  fancy’  trap¬ 
pings,  like  the  computer-gen¬ 
erated  special  effects  and  the 
new  character  of  the  boy  who 
dreams  the  dream,  Noble  still 
thinks  like  a  primitive.  There 
is  the  stage  floor  you  can  see 
the  cracks  between  planks. 
There  are  the  props:  light 
bulhs  suspended  from  on 
high,  free-standing  doors  that 
slide  into  the  floor.  There  are 
the  actors,  led  by  Lindsay 
Duncan.  Afex  Jennings.  Des¬ 
mond  Barrit  and  Barry  Lynch: 
persuasive  perhaps  in  a  the¬ 
atre,  but  charmless  under  the 
camera's  dose  scrutiny. 

Neither  do  we  feel  a  thrill 
during  Beautiful  Girls,  a 
tiresome  saga  of  male  fellow¬ 
ship  mainly  notable  for  wast¬ 
ing  a  good'  cast.  Man  Dillon, 
Uma  Thurman,  Timothy 
Hutton,  Rosie  O’Donnell, 
Mira  Sorvino:  they  uner  a 
shapely  line  or  so.  then  retreat 
into  the  snow  of  wintry  Mas¬ 
sachusetts.  pondering  their 
future  or  the  lure  of  the  sexes. 

Then  we  have  Dracula: 
Dead  and  Loving  It.  with 
Leslie  Nielsen  in  a  fruity  white 
wig,  falling  down  stains  as  he 
pronounces:  “I  am  Count 
Dracula".  Mel  Brooks’s  new 
spoof  is  marginally  more 
watchable  than  his  last.  Robin 
Hood:  Men  in  Tights,  but  the 
heavy  burlesque  humour  and 
ponderous  cutting  still  make 
the  film  seem  an  antique. 
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“Excellent  script,  superb  writing  and 
wonderful  ensemble  cast.  An  ideal  film 
to  stimulate  the  mind,  lift  the  soul  and 
gladden  the  heart  all  at  once1 
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Jonathan  Clark  on  the  bloody  price  of  freedom 

The  tree 
of  liberty 


refreshed 


At  the  end  of  America’s  century, 
dominated  by  Woodrow  Wilson’s 
crusade  to  export  American  values 
around  the  world,  historians  neces¬ 
sarily  still  ask:  what,  after  all.  was  the  essence 
of  the  American  Revolution?  How  far  was  it 
just  a  defence  of  the  rule  of  law,  democracy 
and  ancient  liberties,  a  simple  transfer  of 
sovereignty?  Or  how  much  was  it  an  act  of 
radical  self-emancipation,  a  secular  millenni¬ 
um  in  which  everything  was  remade  and 
humanity’s  calender  reset  at  Year  One? 

If  the  second,  the  Revolution  was  not  for  the 
United  States  alone:  it  was  a  call  to  world 
revolution,  to  extend  in  time,  space  and  social 
agenda  the  implications  of  an  initial  act  of 
liberation.  If  so,  1776  be¬ 
comes  the  first  of  that  - : - 

sequence  of  emancipations  THE  LOP 
of  which  1789  was  the  Thomas  Ji 
second,  and  which  created  French 

the  world  we  know.  „  „  ^ 

Thomas  Jefferson  there- 
fore  stands  at  the  nub  of  the  Sir£a£f‘, 

problem:  Founding  Father.  _ Iba 

American  Minister  Pleni-  11 

potendaiy  in  Paris  from 
1785  to  1789.  Secretary  of 
State  from  1790  to  1793. 
diplomat  and  philosophe. 

W hat  links  did  this  aston¬ 
ishing  man  forge  between 
these  two  events? 

Where  John  Adams  de¬ 
nied  any  strong  debt  of  1789 
to  1776.  justifying  1776  in 
very  English  terras.  Jeffer¬ 
son  championed  the  inter¬ 
pretation  that  France's 
Revolution  was  the  culmi¬ 
nation  and  fulfilment  of 
America's.  Jefferson  took 
an  extreme  view  of  the 
antien  rigime :  die  people 
were  “ground  to  powder  by 
the  vices  of  the  form  of 
government",  namely  “an  Jefferson:  on 
absolute  despotism”.  His 
prophetic  words  from  Paris  in  1787,  though 
specifically  about  Shays's  rebellion  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  were  universally  valid:  “The  spirit  of 
resistance  to  government  is  so  valuable  on 
certain  occasions,  that  [  wish  it  always  to  be 
kept  alive.  It  wifi  often  be  exercised  when 
wrong,  but  better  so  titan  not  to  be  exercised 
at  all.  1  like  a  little  rebellion  now  and  then.  It  is 
like  a  storm  in  the  Atmosphere." 

On  another  occasion,  he  was  also  writing  of 
America  in  declaring:  "What  signify  a  few 
lives  lost  in  a  century  or  two?  The  tree  of 
liberty  must  be  refreshed  from  time  to  time 
with  the  blood  of  patriots  and  tyrants.  It  is  its 
natural  manure.”  In  this  eloquent,  almost 
Burkean  book.  O'Brien  argues  that  these 
words  allegedly  adorning  the  T-shirt  of  one  of 
the  suspects  of  the  Oklahoma  bombing  at  his 
arrest,  summed  up  Jefferson's  attitude  to  the 
French  Revolution  also. 

When  the  National  Assembly  began  to 
sweep  away  the  old  order,  he  admired  its 
uncompromising  determination  to  tear  down 
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Jefferson:  uncompromising 


and  rebuild.  Safely  back  in  Philadelphia,  he 
refrained  from  condemning  the  September 
massacres,  when  several  thousand  helpless 
prisoners  were  dragged  from  their  cells  and 
butchered,-  applauded  the  Jacobins  for  their 
execution  of  the  king;  and  condoned  the  lass 
of  innocent  life  with  the  argument  that  ends 
justify  means:  “was  ever  such  a  prize  won 
with  so  little  innocent  blood?” 

On  this  principle,  which  O'Brien  calls  “an 
apology  for  genocide".  Jefferson  discreetly 
ignored  the  massacre  of  many  thousands 
more  in  the  Terror.  For  public  consumption, 
he  denied  that  the  atrocities  were  taking  place 
at  all.  In  private,  he  accepted  their  reality  but 
justified  them  as  undertaken  in  the  cause  of 
liberty.  Only  after  1794. 

-  when  the  French  National 

3  AFFAIR  Convention  decreed  the  ab- 

Ferson  and  olition  of  slavery,  did  this 

Revolution  sta'*0""fr2  “**- 

-  o,m  -  tude  towards  the  Revolu- 

uxOBcvn  don  begin  to  cool. 

f25  1°  O'Brien's  version.  Jef- 

.196J72 _  ferson’s  totem  was  liberty, 

— — — — — —  not  the  United  States:  tils 

ritual  observance  was  re- 
doveb  American  PORTFWTS  bellion,  not  democracy;  his 

targets  were  not  cruelty, 
injustice  or  expropriation, 
but  “tyranny”  and  “oppres¬ 
sion".  Jefferson's  idea  of 
liberty  was  not  Burke's;  it 
was.  writes  O'Brien,  the 
"fanatical  cult”  of  a  “wild 
liberty,  absolute,  untram¬ 
melled.  universal,  the  liber¬ 
ty  of  a  great  revolutronary 
manifesto:  the  Declaration 
of  Independence". 

Today.  America's  civil 
religion  takes  what  it  wants 
from  Jefferson,  and  con¬ 
ceals  the  rest.  True,  he 
declared  slavery  doomed; 
but  he  prophesied  also  that 
unpromising  negroes,  after  emancipa¬ 
tion.  could  not  live  in  the 
same  polity  as  whites,  and  demanded  their 
return  to  Africa.  If  emancipated  blades 
remained  in  Virginia,  they  would  be  “brought 
under  restraint",  argues  O’Brien;  “The  Ku- 
Klux-Klan  was  ideologically  descended  from 
Thomas  Jefferson”.  He  must  be  deleted  from 
the  American  Civil  Religion  {Official  Version), 
demands  O'Brien,  to  fit  it  for  the  United 
States  of  the  future,  dominated  by  blacks. 
Hispanics,  Asians  and  women. 

His  only  fear  is  that  Jefferson,  taken  out  of 
the  pantheon  of  while  liberals,  will  be 
appropriated  by  white  supremacists  instead. 
Yet  if  Jefferson  the  racist  anarch  Is  an 
immediate  concern  for  the  honest  citizens  of 
Oklahoma  City,  the  rest  of  the  world  might  be 
more  affected  by  the  larger  part  of  the 
problem  that  O’Brien  overlooks:  just  how 
harmless  is  Jefferson  the  revolutionary  liberal 
in  the  official  version  of  his  creed,  peacefully 
embodied  in  American  egalitarianism  and 
idealistically  expressed  in  the  policies  of 
William  Jefferson  Clinton? 
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Thesiger  with  his  essential  gum  near  the  end  of  his  joiirneyby  die  Gulf  ofTadjouraon  the  coast  of  the  present-day  Republic  of  Pjilxjuti 


Wilfred  Thesiger  was 
bom  in  1910,  the  son 
of  the  British  repre¬ 
sentative  in  Abyssinia  (now 
Ethiopia).  The  bliss  of  his  first 
nine  years  ended  when  he  was 
sent  to  a  public  school  in 
England.  There  he  suffered 
the  alienation  of  a  child  whose 
inner  landscape  had  been 
formed  by  Empire’s  outposts. 

A  decade  later,  Haile  Selas¬ 
sie  invited  the  young  man 
back,  to  attend  his  coronation 
as  Emperor  of  Ethiopia-  That 
month's  holiday  would  “per¬ 
manently  affect"  the  course  of 
Thesiger’s  life.  T  had  felt  then 
the  lure  of  the  unknown,  the 
urge  to  go  where  no  white  man 
had  been ..." 

This  is  the  voice  of  the  youth 
who  would  become  the  author 
of  two  seminal  works  of  20th- 
cemury  travel  literature,  Ara¬ 
bian  Sands  and  The  Marsh 
Arabs:  one  of  the  last  of  a 
species  —  the  British  male 
explorer  with  an  essentially 
Victorian,  pre-Freudian,  exclu¬ 
sively  masculine  mentality. 

The  Danakil  Diary  records 
this  first  return  to  Ethiopia, 
and  a  second,  when  he  ex¬ 
plored  the  Awash  River  to  its 
end,  through  the  Lands  of 
Danakfl  tribesmen. 

Diary  is  an  awkward  form 
—  raw  material  dogged  with 
trivia  and  repetition.  There  are 
interminable  entries  of  how 
many  oryx,  waterbuck  or  less¬ 
er  kudu,  gerenuk.  and  aoul  the 


Escape  from  civilisation 


Robyn  Davidson  on  the  nascent  talent  in  the 
early  writings  of  a  great  desert  traveller 


author  wasted  that  day.  And 
then  there*  interest-defeating 
journal-speak  like  “Wally  says 
that  Holland  shot  a  bongo  in 
the  forests  dose  to  Maji" 
which  leaves  us  no  wiser  as  to 
who  Wally  or  Holland  are 
what  a  bongo  is.  or  where 
Maji  might  be. 

However,  there  are  compen¬ 
sations  for  this  sometimes 
cluttered,  sometimes  gaping 
form.  The  reader’s  own  unagi¬ 
nation  is  forced  to  work  in  odd 
ways.  A  day’s  events,  all 
crammed  into  one  tine  —  “A 
considerable  amount  mare 
road  making,  and  tree  cutting. 
Heard  another  honey  bird. 
The  natives  say  he  will  some¬ 
times  lead  you  to  a  lion  instead 
of  to  honey”  —  unexplained 
anecdotes  —  “A  Frenchman 
was  murdered  not-  far  from 
here  three  years  ago.  The 
remains  of  his  corpse,  one  leg, 
was  taken  to  Addis  Ababa  and 
formally  decorated  by  the 
Emperor”  —  give  the  book  a 
wonderfully  surreal  qualify  at 
times.  Also,  the  very  tedium 
and  confusion  of  the  form 
reflect  what  such  journeys  are 
really  like  —  a  matrix  of 
boredom  containing  moments 
of  beauty,  excitement,  dread. 

And  frustration.  When  he  is 
within  a  week's  march  of  the 
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end  of  the  river  he  is  ordered 
back  by  the  Abyssinian  Gover¬ 
nor.  He  allows  himself  one 
small  moan  here  —  “listless 
and  depressed  ...  I  cannot 
describe  ray  bitterness  at  this 
idiotic  interference." 

Luckily  he  is  blessed  not 
only  with  a  stiff  tip  but 
with  that  other  require¬ 
ment  for  travelling  through 
harsh  environments  —  a  con¬ 
stitution  of  reinforced  con¬ 
crete.  Scorpion  bites  and 
rotting  feet  are  mentioned  en 
passant.  The  reason  for  the 
Governors  nervousness  is 
that  the  Governor  does  not 
want  to  beheld  responsible  for 
Thesigers  death.  Three  previ¬ 
ous  expeditions  had  been 
wiped  out  by  the  Danakil  and 
nasty  things  done  to  tfie 
members. 

'  A  Danakil  man's  prowess  is 
rated  by  the  number  of  his 


"kills”  of  other  men.  Natural¬ 
ly.  proof  of  these  kills  is 
required,  so  the  hunter  cas¬ 
trates  his  victims,  sometimes 
while  they  are  still  alive. 
Thesiger  describes  a  young 
tribesman  coming  into  camp 
after  scoring  his  first  “tro¬ 
phies”.  “He  stnjdkrme  as  the 
Danakil  equivalent  of  a  nice, 
rather  self-consdous  Etonian 
who  had  just  wrai  his  school 
colours  for  cricket”  But  while 
the  Danakil  take  the  balls  of 
human  bongs  as  trophies, 
Thesiger  takes  the  heads  of 
everything  else.  Why?  What 
.  did  he  do  with  them  all?  How 
were  they  preserved  during 
the  journey?  A  macabre  image 
comes  to  mind  —  a  train  of 
men,  camels  and  mules  mov¬ 
ing  through  a  heat  mirage 
loaded  up  with  the  staring  and 
stinking  heads  of  every,  imag¬ 
inable  beast 

To  undertake.the  last  Teg  of 
the  journey,  he  requires  a 
Sultan's  permission.  He 
describes  their  meeting  — 
hundreds  of  men,  the  Sultan 
with  a  silver-topped  stick, 
slaves  carrying  rifles  in  red 
silk  covers.  “As  I  looked  round 
the  clearing  at, the  ranks  of. 
squatting  warriors . ...  I  knew 
that  this  moonlight  meeting  in 
unknown  Africa  with  a  savage 


pontate  who  hated  Europeans 
was  the  realization  of  my 
boyhood  dream.  I  had  come 
here  in  search  of  adventure: 
the  mapping,  the  collecting  of 
animals  and  birds  were  ail 
incidental.  The  knowledge 
that  somewhere  in  this  neigh¬ 
bourhood  three  previous  expe¬ 
ditions  had  been  extermin¬ 
ated,  that  we  were  for  beyond 
any  hope  of  assistance,  that: 
even  our  whereabouts  were 
unknown,  T  found  wholly 
satisfying." 

The  slump  when  the  ex¬ 
pedition  is  over,  when 
be  has  to  sleep  “impris¬ 
oned  in  a  house”  is  inevitable. 
The  pain  of  readjustment  to 
the  smallness  of  England 
would  be  a  constant  through¬ 
out  his  life.  The  last  line  of 
Arabian  Sands,  when  he 
leaves  his  Arab  friends  to  fly 
“home”,  reads:  “I  know  how  it 
felt  to  |j»o  into  exile. " . 

Thesiger  is,  -I  imagine,  an 
unashamed  nostalgist  for  a 
lost  era.  I  heard  a  story  about 
him  once.  A  young  journalist, 
in  an  interview,  accused  him 
of  promoting  a  stereotype  of 
the  noble  savage.  Thesiger 
gave  him  a  withering  look  and 
said:  .“But  they  are  noble, 
damn  you."  Apocryphal  or 
not,  it  fits. 

Robyn  Davidson’s  Desert 
Places  is  published  by  Viking, 
priced  £18. 


Contemporary  concerns  Behold 


In  the  1955  general  election, 
Anthony  Eden  addressed 
a  mass  rally  in  the 
Birmingham  Rag  Market.  I 
was  there.  He  was  the  master 
of  the  occasion,  exuding  calm¬ 
ness  and  authority.  Within 
four  months  of  his  election 
victory  his  reputation  had 
spiralled  downwards.  Fleet 
Street  rebuked  him  for  vacilla¬ 
tion  and  indecision. 


Indeed,  ir  was  the  misfor¬ 
tune  of  Eden  to  have  a 
fluctuating  reputation  with  the 
culminating  disaster  of  Suez. 
Such  a  career  has  invited 
considerable  biographical  at¬ 
tention.  some  ten  books  hav¬ 
ing  been  written  on  the 
subject.  David  Dutton  now- 
adds  his  volume  w-hich  at- 

as  to  redress  die  generally 
e  judgment  of  Eden  with 
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a  view  that  goes  wider  than 
Suez.  It  is  persuasive,  not  least 
because  he  often  qualifies 
rather  than  rejects  his  oppo¬ 
nents'  arguments. 

Dutton  has  set  himself  a 
formidable  task.  For  many  the 
alleged  infamy  of  Suez  obliter¬ 
ates  the  need  for  any  wider 
consideration.  Eden  himself 
felt  that  his  memoirs  should 
start,  not  with  childhood,  bat 
with  a  defence  of  Suez.  Of 
course.  Dutton  could  not  judge 
Eden's  life  and  reputation 
without  an  assessment  of  the 
cumulative  misfortunes  that 
entombed  his  reputation  in 
1956.  He  suffered  growing  ill- 
health.  he  was  prone  to  severe 
personal  judgments  ranging 
from  Mussolini  to  Nasser,  he 
had  a  blind  spot  when  judging 
the  nature  and  intensity  of 
American  opin¬ 
ion.  and  he  was  John 

arguably  inse-  - 

cure  from  having  avt 

to  wait  so  many-  *FT 
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miership.  The  3^“  ™ 
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worldly  cynicism  of  the 
French.  Eden  was  able  to 
provide  neither,  and  was  ev  en¬ 
tually  trapped  in  a  collusion 
with  France  and  Israel.  It  is  a 
sad  irony  since  so  much  of  his 

•  1  1 tn 


Secondly,  Eden  secured  and 
deserved  wide  respect  as  a 
principled  Foreign  Secretary 
in  the  1930s.  His  commitment 
to  the  League  of  Nations  and 
collective  security  gave  him  an 
appeal  beyond  Tory  ranks. 
Dutton  concludes  that  Eden 
was  correct  to  concentrate 
upon  checking  Mussolini  be¬ 
fore  turning  to  the  greater 
German  threat.  In  turn  this 
led  to  his  resignation  when  he 
judged  his  colleagues  to  be 
hesitant. 

Eden  returned  to  the  heart 
of  Government  after  Chur¬ 
chill’s  premiership  in  19-10.  He 
was  far-sighted  in  seeking 
better  relations  with  the  Soviet 
Union.  This  was  an  essential 
but.  after  Yalta,  a  forlorn  task. 
Platient  diplomacy  could  do 
little  to  protect  British  interests 
against  Soviet 
•iffen  brute  force.  At> 

-  knowiedging 

rtNY  this.  Dutton  also 

■N  concludes:  “Ov- 

"1  erall  his  perfor- 

Ie  .  mance  as  For- 

itahon  dgn  Secretary 

Dutton  between  1940 

£25  and  1945  proba- 

>56/688  bly  marked  the 

|7-. -  peak  of  his 

career." 

Topically,  the  book  also 
makes  a  judgment  on  Eden’s 
European  polky.  He  shared 
the  general  attitude  of  great 
circumspection  when  there 
were  moves  towards  Euro- 
nran  union  after  the  collapse 


once 
again 
the  man 


THIS  BRILLIANT  book 
should  be  a  great  relief  for 
anyone  condemned  to  read  the 
run  of  contemporary  Nietz¬ 
sche  commentaries:  and  for 
anyone  who  isn’t,  it  could  be 
an  introduction  which  it  is 
hard  to  imagine  being  sur¬ 
passed  in  passion  and  lucidity. 
Lesley  Chamberlain’s  opening 
sentence  is  “This  book  is  an 
attempt  to  befriend  Nietz¬ 
sche".  and  filar  is  a  precise 
description. 

It  takes  him  through  1888, 
the  last  year  of  his  sane  and 
then  half-sane  life,  and  com¬ 
bines  moving  biographical 
narrative,  evocation  of  places 
and  moods,  and  an  account  of 
the  writings  of  that  year  which 
is  a  tourde  force  of  accuracy  of 
feeling.  More  than  anyone  I 
have  read,  Chamberlain  man¬ 
ages  to  do  justice  to  Nietz¬ 
sche'S  complex  relationship  to 
Wagner,  the  man  and  his 
music,  and  to  show  why  it 
matters  so  much  that  we 
understand  it. 

She  moves  on  to  his  travels 
to  and  from  Sils  Maria,  his 
refuge  in  the  Swiss  Engadine, 
and  his  further  works  of  the 
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Wagner  (left)  and  N  retesete  Chamberlain  ddineates  their  complex  relations!! 
Michael  Tanner  absurd  that  I  almost  gave  up.  |j~ 


NIETZSCHE 
IN  TURIN 
The  End  of  the  Future 
By  Lesky  Chamberlain 

Quartet.  £10  . 
ISBN0704580285 


ual  must  create;  himself 
though  he  is  existentially 
worthless.  Nietzsche’s  humil¬ 
ity  here  -has  been  much 
overlooked." 

CHAMBERLAIN,  wisely, 
,«wi*vic.  uc  nff  reading  much 1 


absurd  that  I  almost  gave  up. 
Yet  a  mam  virtue  of  the  bookls 
is  .  resolute.-  refusal  to 
romanticise  or  demonise.  She 
can  see  just  how  Nietzsche’s 

works  are  pitehed,  and  judge 
the  level  erf  engagement  they 
need,  and  the  personal :  re¬ 
sponse  they  insist  on. 

She  deserved  better. from 
her  publishers.  This  book  is  a 
tissue  misprints,  among  the 
best  of  which  is  “Kristisdie" 
for  “Kritische",  a  -  mists dee 
Niettscfte  would,  I  hope,  have 
relished;  “gold  soldiers”  for 
“good  soldiers"  is  fun,  too.  But 
I  am  afraid  that  Chamberlain 
herself  may  be  responsible  for 
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rr  IS  HARD  to  grasp  how 
pervasive  Dickens  was  in 
Victorian  times.  As  well  as  the 
14  major  novels,  usually  is¬ 
sued  as  serials  for  wider 
circulation,  he  wrote  travel 
books,  Christmas  stories,  even 
an  opera.  He  spoke  at  dinners,, 
edited  -  papers  and  cam¬ 
paigned  for  various  reforms  — 
although  his  sympathies  could 
be  cmtradicbry,  as  John 
Carey  showed  in  his  study  The 
Violent  Efflgy- 

Didkens  once  remarked  “I 
have  often  thought  that  I 
_  *  should  certainly  have  been  as 
successful  Dn  the  boards  as  I 
have  been  between  them"  {ho 
false  modesty  there),  and  from 
1853  cajwards  he  gave  some 
470  readings,  in  Britain. 
America  and  France.  His 
reading  copy  of  A  Christmas 
Carol;:  published  in  a  smart 
facsimile  fay  the  New  York 
Public  Library  in  1971,  is  not 
just  abridged,  but  annotated 
with  tonal  prompts  such  as 
“Palhos"and  “Mystery". 

Dickens  even  allowed 
“reading"  editions  to  be  pub¬ 
lished.  although  he  oftat  im¬ 
provised  hew  passages.  “I  got 
things  oiit  of -the  old  Carol  — 
effects  !  mean  —  so  entirely 
new  and  so  very  strong,  that  I 
quite  amazed  myself  and  won¬ 
dered  where  (  was  going 
next,"  he  wrote  from  Paris, 
just  as  Bob  Dylan  might  have 
■  done  from  Budokan.  And  die 
mere  mention  of  some  charary 


ters  could  bring  applause,  like 
the  first  appearance  of  a 
harmonica. 

Recently.:  Dent  published 
the  second  of  four  volumes  of 


Dickens’s  prodigious  feats  of 
journalism,  to  set  beside  die 
continuing  Pilgrim  edition  of 
his  crinespondence,  which 
Oxford  has  bear  engaged- in 
for  more  thanthree  decades. 
7 he  Amusements  oj  the  People 
(edited  by  Michael  Slater.  £25) 
covers  JS345L- -but  its  400 
pages  hold  little  moiti^fean  a 
quarter  of  ;fee  pieces  from 
*feose years.  What  stands  out 
*?today  is  the  range  of  -subjects . 
Dickens  was  expected'  and 
able  to  cover;  from  reviewing 
melodramas  -  to  pamphlet 
wars  and  election  coverage. 
He  also  wrote  satin  cab  pi  epes 
about  such  matters  as  the 
scourge  af  bill  sticking  and  a 
John  Moorish  initiative  to 
teach  the  world  to  sing. 

Not  all  of  Iftelwritmg  now 
reads  well,  and  the  context 
provided  by  Slater  is  some¬ 
times  essential.  How  strange, 
though,  that  in  an  edition 
called  Dicken?  Journalism. 
the  text  should  always  use  the 
possessive  form  Dickens’s! 

HAVING  thought  of  Dick¬ 
ens's  eflecte  as  rather  broad,  I 
was  surprisedby  the  precision 
of  his  (tescriptian  m  Pickwick 
Papers  at  the  street- where  f 
live,  when  I  typeset  it  for  a 
housewarming  party.  “There 
is  a  repose  await  Lant  Street, 
in  the  Bprou^w  which  shed  a 
gentle  melancholy  upon  the 
soul In  this  happy  retreat 
are -cblomsed  V  few  dear- 
stardiers,  a  sprinkling  of  jour¬ 
neymen  bookbinders,  one  or . 
two  prison  agents  for  the 
Insolvent  Court  several  small 

housekeepers  who  are  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  Docks,  a  handful 
of  mantiia-raakers.  and  a  sea¬ 
soning  of  jabbing  tailors... 
The  population,  is  migratory, 
usually  disappearing  on  the . 
verge  of  quarter-day,  and  gen¬ 
erally  by  night  H«  Majesty's 
revenues  are  seldom  collected 
in  this  happy  valley,  the  rents 
are  dubious,  and  the  water 
communication  is  very  fre¬ 
quently  Cut  off."  His  collective 
noun  for  bookbinders  is  exact- 


Even  lovers  must  visit  the  dentist 


Dear  Writer,  Dear  Actress 
is  a  collection  of  letters 
between  the  actress  Olga 
Knipper  and  the  writer  Anton 
Chekhov,  during  her  various  roles 
as  his  friend,  lover,  wife,  widow. 
They  were  written  while  she  was 
playing  (among  other  parts) 
Yelena  in  Chekhov's  Unde  Vanya. 

Nobody  could  have  leapt  on  this 
book  and  devoured  it  more  eagerly 
than  I  did  —  also  playing  Yelena, 
in  Bill  Bryden's  recent  production 
of  Unde  Vanya.  My  pitiful  cites  of 
^bui  what  does  Chekhov  mean?" 
during  rehearsals  had,  of  course, 
been  met  with  the  reply;  “We  cant 
dig  him  up  and  ask  him.” 

Right  from  the  outset  Knipper  is 
writing  in  despair.  “Everybody  at 
home  is  appalled  by  my  perfor¬ 
mance  Naturally  1  hurtled 
through  all  her  comments  about 
toothache  and  autumn  leaves  to 
reach  his  answer  —  only  to 
discoverthathe  also  fills  his  letters 
with  toenail  problems  and  the 
gfatp  of  his  garden  shed. 


Richard  Johnson  and  Imogen 
. .  ,  Stubbs  in  Uncfe  Vanya 


Imogen  Stubbs  eavesdrops  on  a  passion  of  the  mind 


Only  fcy  the  end  of  the  book  does 
n  become  dear  that  this  elusive¬ 
ness  is  a  necessary’  part  of  their 
relationship,  both  professionally 
and  emotionally— a  means  of  self- 
discovery  for  her  and  self-preser¬ 
vation  for  him. 

It  is  always  compelling  reading 
private  letters  —  but  also  unset¬ 
tling.  They  were  not  intended  for 
publication  and  so  they  are  not 
offering  themselves  up  for  judg¬ 
ment  or  mockery.  They  are  just 
letters  —  whimsical,  boring,  an¬ 
guished,  funny,  exasperaied  —  an 
insight  into  the  domestic  life  of  a 
genius,  not  into  the  genius  itself.  “I 
went  to  the  dentist  today."  writes 
Chekhov,  unaware  that  his  wife  is 
suffering  a  miscarriage  hundreds 
of  miles  away,  “and,  d’you  know, 
he  wasn't  in!"  When  I  had  finished 
the  letters  I  felt  i  should  somehow 
lock  them  back  in  a  drawer  and 
tiptoe  away. 


DEAR  WRITER.  DEAR 
ACTRESS 

Edited  and  translated  by 
Jean  Benedetfi 

Methuen,  £76.99 
ISBN  0-1 1?  70530? 

Indeed,  there  are  areas  of  Che- 
kov’s  life  1  could  happily  have 
lived  without  contemplating  —  as 
when  his  letters  increasingly  con¬ 
centrate  on  the  state  of  his  bowels. 
Also  (and  I'm  sure  the  translation 
is  somehow  misleading  here),  to 
read  that  Chekhov's  pcf  names  fur 
Olga  were  “doggie"  and  “horsie- 
kins"  is  a  bit  like  discovering  that 
the  man  you  lore  wears  Mr 
Blobby  underwear. 

But  by  the  end  of  the  book  J  felt 
hugely  attached  to  both  Olga  and 
Chekhov,  and  very  tearful  when  1 
realised,  with  only  a  few  pages  left. 


that  Chekhov  was  about  to  die. 
This  is  recorded  in  Olga's  memoir 
and  is  wonderfully  moving.  The 

most  devastating  correspondence 
is  from  then  on.  as  Olga  feels 
compelled  to  go  on  writing  lo 
Chekhov  after  his  death;  because 
they  have  lived  so  much  apart,  you 
keep  expecting  a  dry  Chekhovian 
telegram  —  "Just  popped  out  — 
back  in  u  hundred  years."  And 
Olga  suddenly  seems  to  find  her 
voice  —  able  to  confront  the 
problems  that  in  many  ways 
ruined  their  marriage  and  which 
hare  been  so  clear  to  the  reader  all 
along. 

It  is  not  called  Dear  Anton. 
Dear  Olga,  but  the  poignant  Dear 
Writer,  Dear  Actress  because  their 
love  was  utterly  fostered  and 
controlled  by  their  professions  — 
which  kept  them  constantly  pan  of 
each  others’  creative  lives,  but 
almost  constantly  apart.  More¬ 


over.  it  meant  that  their  love  was 

to  some  cxlent  pan  of  a  heightened 
reality  -  consequently,  when  they 
were  together  their  life  and  love 
seemed  inexplicably  mundane. 

“  r  I  I  he  theatre,  the  theatre . . .  J 
I  don’t  know  whether  to 
JL  love  it  or  wish  it  to  hell . . . 
I  acted  against  my  own  con¬ 
science.  Still,  who  knows  ...  if  1 
had  given  up  the  theatre  ...  ”. 
There  is  a  moment  in  The  Three 
Sisters  between  Vershinin  and 
Masha,  who  have  fallen  in  love 
with  each  oilier.  She  is  on  stage 
with  her  sisters,  and  suddenly  she 
hears  him  hum  a  simple  tune  for 
her.  "Ti  rum.  ri  turn,  ri  turn"  and 
she  replies  “ti  turn,  ti  ium"  and 
gets  up  and  goes  to  him.  It  is  very 
simple,  very  private  —  it  is  their 
way  of  declaring  their  lore  for 
each  other.  1  found  these  letters 
were  rather  like  that  —  and  like 
the  sisters  I  was  pan  of  the 
experience,  but  of  course,  by 
definition  excluded  from  it. 
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Political  philosophers 
are  rarely  caricatured 1 
in  their  lifetime,  but 
that  was  not  the  case 
with  Edmund  Burke,  who 
appears  in  293  prints  —  rank¬ 
ing  him  fifth  in  the.  order  of 
popularity  m  this  golden  age 
of  -graphic  satire.  The  reason 
for  this  is  that  Byrke  was  also 
an  active  .  politician  who 
moved  from  the  Left  to  fee 
conservative  Right.  •. 

Burke;  was  given  a  “rotten 
borough"  as  a  reward  for 
being  the  Private  Secretary  to  . 
Rockingham,  who  briefly  be¬ 
came  Prime  Minister  in  1765. 
As  he  was  the  cleverest  polit¬ 
ical  thinker  of  his  generation. 
Burke  could-not  remain  silent 
and  entered  controversy  wife 
great  bursts  of  eloquence —his 
weary  opponents  dubbed  him 
the  “dinner  bell”  of  the  House 
of  Commons.  For  the  first  25' 
years  of  his  political  life  he  was 
the  friend  of  Fox  and  Sheri¬ 
dan.  happy  to  be  in  fee 
-Opposition  and  denouncing 
the  Government  He  spoke  up 
for  the  American  colonies  —  - 
"Do  not.  burden  them  wife 
taxes" —he  tried  to  reduce  the 
King's  patronage  by  cutting  - 
the  Civil  List;  he  led  the 
crusade  against  Warren  Has¬ 
tings  and,  in  fee  Regency 
Crisis  of  1788  he  incautiously 
supported  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

Leading  satirists  Gillray. 
Sayers. and  Boyne  depicted 
him  as  ah  Irish  adventurer, 
too  dever  by  half,  a  Quixote  • 
tilting  at  windmills,  and  quite 


Kenneth  Baker 

■  EDMUND  BURKE 
A  Life  in  Caricature 
By  Nicholas  K.  Robinson 
Yale,  £30 

ISBN 0300 06601 8 


falsely  as  a  Papist  wearing  a 
biretta.  Barely  any  of  the 
cartoons  is  remotely  favour¬ 
able. 

All  cartoonists  like  a  tab  of 
recognition  far  their  targets  — 
Churchill's  agar,  Margaret 
Thatcher's  handbag — and  for 
Burke  it  was  his  spectacles 
perched  upon  his  long  nose. 
Great  fun  is  made  with  them 
and  he  is  usually  depicted  as 
an  emaciated,  demented  loon 
peering  myopically. 

In  1790,  appalled  by  fee 
French  Revolution.  Burke 
wrote  his  great  prescient  work. 
Reflections  on  the  Revolution 
in  France,  fee  founding  text  of 
Conservatism.  He  abandoned 
his  old  friends  and  teamed  up 
with  Pitt  and  George  HL  The 
same  satirists,  then  aided  and 
abetted  by  the  young  radical 
Dent,  did  not  praise  him  for 
this  conversion,  but  turned 
upon  him  for  his  apostasy. 
POor  Burke,  he  just  couldn’t 
win. 

This  cartoon  biography  is 
an  excellent  way  of  under¬ 
standing  the  life  and  times  of 
this  strange  and  important 
political  figure.  Nicholas  Rob¬ 
inson  wears  his  considerable 


The  Infamous  Coalition  (by  James  Gillray)  between  the  radical  Fox  and  the  high  Tory  North,  in  1783-84,  was  the  most  caricatured  event  of  the 

18th  century;  here  they  are  joined  by  Burke,  unfairly  depicted  as  a  Catholic  but  the  biretta  and  the  spectacles  became  his  distinguishing  marks 

scholarship  lightly:  his  judg-  ~ 
meats  are  shrewd  and  gener¬ 
ous  and  he  brings  vividly  to 
life  that  rumbustious  age; 

Yale  University  Press  has 
again  produced  a  superb  vol¬ 
ume  to  illuminate  the  politics 
of  the  18th  century.  I  hope  fear 
Nicholas  Robinson,  whose 
wife  is  the  President  of  fee 
Irish  Republic  will  find  time 
to  write  another  such  biogra¬ 
phy.  perhaps  this  time  of 
Charles  James  Fox.  the  most 
caricatured  figure  of  fee  18th 
century  and  fee  first  Leader  of 
His  Majesty’s  Opposition. 


The  Rt  Hon  Kenneth 
Baker,  CH,  MP,  is  the  editor 
o/The  Faber  Book  of  War 
Poetry,  priced  £17 SO. 


Beware  literary  lions 


with  ink.  ' 

IN  HIS  own  lifetime,  the 
Quarterly  Review  predicted 
feat  DffikensV  “ephemeral 
popularity  {would}  be  followed 
by  early  oblivion”.  Catalogue 
CXIH  from  the  antiquarian" 
booksellers.  Jamdyce  lists 
1,766  items  by  or  relating  to 
the  Inimitable  Boz.  and  shows 
just  howwrong  die  ephemeral 
Quarter ty  could  be  (jamdyce, 
46  Great  Russell  Street,  WCT. 
01716314220). 

'*•  .  Jim  McCue 
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Ngiori,  Biography.  CHUMo’s 
State*,  FporoFtafM  and  FW 
Boota.  ' 

AVON  BOOKS  (M).  . 
yoowitef  wnuSiw,. 

««,  Batter**  Port  Bow*. 
London  SHOT  AH.  . 


Looked  at  through  Aman¬ 
da  Craig's  eyes  in  A 
Vicious  Crncfe,.the  liter¬ 
ary  world  doesn’t  look  like  a 
..pretty  place.  It  is  filled  with 
vain,  untalented  authors,  su¬ 
perficial  publisher^,  empty- 
headed  publicists,  -  power- 
hungry  literary  editors  and  a 
group  of  venomous  reviewers 
who  never  bother  to  read  more 
than  a  few  pages  of  any  bode 
they’re  assigned.  It  is  such  a 
sad  place,  one  leaves  the  novel 
wonderingwhy  an  honest  soil 
would  ever  stray  near  it  — 

even,  if  tiiis  is  only  supposed  to 

be  a  satire. 

The  novel  focuses  cui  a 
particular  group  of  literary 
and  journalistic  sharks:  there 
is  a^ailousTnoks  editor  called 
Ivo  Sponge  (you  get  the  pic¬ 
ture),  his  equally  horrid  em¬ 
ployer  Max  de  Monde  (“de”is 
always  good  for  a  rich  villain), 
his  nasty  daughter  Amelia 
and  her  husband,  a  political 
journalist  by  the  name  of 
Mark  Crawley,  The  few  char¬ 
acters  with  any  trace  of  virtue,, 
or  even  a  regular  name,  are 
either  very  poor,  very ,  op¬ 
pressed,  or  about  to  die.  . 

Stiff  Craig  is  not  writing  a 
tragedy,  and  she  aims  to  take 
the  reader  through  the  horrors 
of  contemporary  literary 
London  while  keeping  her 
sense  of  humour.  She  has  a 
taste  for  rather  knowing,  cyni¬ 
cal  jokes  that  narrowly  suc¬ 
ceed  in  forcing  the  reader  to 
pull  a-  smile,  but  are  rarely 
sharp  enough  to  hold  it  there 
for  very  long.  We  hear,  for 
instance,  that  Candida,  an 
editor  at  a  fictional  publishing 
house  called  Belgravia,  is 
someone  “for  whomfamch  was 
not  a  noun  but  a  verb”. 


Craig:  makes  the  book  world  seem  a  dangerous  place 


Alain  de  Botton 

A  VICIOUS  CIRCLE 
By  Amanda  Craig 

Fourth  Estate.  USSQ 
ISBN  1 85702 6810 


Another  character  remarks: 
“1  sometimes  think  that  every 
Oxbridge  graduate  has  two 
degrees  . . .  one  in  their  sub¬ 
ject,  and  one  in  bitching”:  a 
run-down  housing  develop¬ 
ment  is  described  as  "not  so 
much  a  sink  as  a  toiler 
The  novel  reads  like  an 
initiation  guide  to  the  literary 
world  for  the  innocent  or 
idealistic  (Balzac's  Lost  Ufa 
sions  is  an  influence)-  We  are 
shown  around  the  capital’s 
favourite  media  hangout,  fee 
Slouch  dub  in  Soho,  where 
we  find  "authors  on  the  razzle, 
agents  on  fee  dazzle,  politi¬ 
cians  on  the  frazzle”  There  are 
epigrams  to  enlighten:  “You 


can  only  rise  or  fall  in  London. 
There’s  no  middle  way".  “In 
journalism,  venom  is  fee  elixir 
of  success"  and.  apparently, 
"There  are  few  things  worse 
for  a  journalist  than  to  work 
on  a  sinking  paper".  Midway, 
one  character  gives  another  a 
lesson  in  the  art  of  reviewing 
novels:  "You  have  to  grab  (the 
reader]  by  the  balls  and  hang 
on,"  is  one  recommendation; 
another  is  that  you  should 
never  give  a  book  a  bad  review 
if  its  author  is  in  any  danger  of 
one  day  reviewing  yours. 

If  A  Vicious  Cirde  disap¬ 
points,  it  is  because  fee  literary 
world  is  indeed  filled  wife 
abuses,  and  the  anger  one 
dereds  beneath  Craig’s  prose 
is  more  than  justified.  There 
are.  regrettably,  many  horri¬ 
ble  publishers,  literary  editors 
and  authors:  but  there  is  very 
little  chance  of  hitting  the 
target  with  satirical  instru¬ 
ments  as  blunt  as  Ivo  Sponge 
and  Max  de  Monde. 


They  banned  the  film.  But  you  can  still  read  the  screenplay. 

Available  at  all  good  bookshops  and  music  stores  or  direct  horn  Faber  Boo)  Services  01279  417134 
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Bargains  of  the  week — from  a  two-week  all-inclusive  trip  to  Cuba  to  a  chocoholics  buffet  at  the  Waldorf 
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RAY  ROBERTS 


HOLIDAYS 


COUNTRY  walks  to  build  up 
appetites  for  Christmas  are 
featured  in  three-day  breaks 
on  offer  for  £50  a  person  until 
December  14  from  Country¬ 
wide  Holidays  in  the  Lake 
District.  Peak  District  and  the  ■ 
West  Country.  The  price  in¬ 
cludes  two  nights  guesthouse 
accommodation  and  full 
board  with  picnic  lunches. 
Details:  Olhl-446  222b. 


■  CHRISTMAS  in  the  Nor¬ 
mandy  countryside  is  on  offer 
from  Inntravel  Shortbreaks 
with  three  nights  half-board 
beginning  with  a  celebratory 
Christmas  Eve  meal  and 
Pdrtsmouth-Le  Havre  ferry 
crossing  earlier  the  same  day 
costing  £164 a  person.  Details: 
01653  6Z886Z 


■  TUNISIAN  resorts  for  a 
week  from  £119  a  person  in 
bed  and  breakfast  or  self- 
catcring  accommodation  are 
available  from  SunTours. 
with  flights  from  Gatwick 
tomorrow  and  the  next  three 
Fridays.  A  fortnight  costs  LK) 
extra,  with  half-board  avail¬ 
able  for  E2Q-E30  a  week  extra. 
Details:  0I7M34  3636. 


■  START  the  new  year  in 
Cuba  with  an  all-inclusive 
two-week  Cosmos  holiday  at 
the  Club  Ancon  costing  £739  a 
person.  The  flight  is  from 
Gatwick  on  January  1  at  the 
respectable  hour  of  10.15am. 
Details:  0161-IS0  5799. 
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HYATT  Hotels  is  offering 
extra  frequent  flyer  miles  or 
free  weekend  accommodation 
for  guests  staying  four  nights 
or  more,  until  February  28,  at 
any  of  its  177  hotels  and 
resorts-  Guests  must  register 
with  the  Hyatt  Gold  Passport 
frequent  stay  scheme.  Details: 
0181-789  8900. 


Get  a  glimpse  of  the  Magere  bridge  on  a  Christmas  shopping  trip  to  Amsterdam  for  £89  at  person  this  Saturday 


B  AMSTERDAM  for  a  day's 
Christmas  shopping  is  avail¬ 
able  for  £89  a  person  this 
Saturday  ami  next  from  Am¬ 
sterdam  Travel  Service. 
Flights  from  Stansted  at 
6.40am.  returning  at  7.30pm 
Details:  01992  456056. 


■  JUST  FRANCE  is  cutting 
prices  by  up  to  10  per  cent  new 
year  and  offering  half-price 
accommodation  deals  on  the 
second  and  subsequent  weeks 
of  holidays  in  55  properties. 
Bargains  include  a  villa  in  the 
Dordogne  sleeping  nine  with 
a  shared  pool,  fur  £315  a  week. 
Details:  01S1-780  0303. 


FLIGHTS 


■  A  £10  voucher  to  spend  at 
either  Harrods  or  Harvey 
Nichols  department  stores  in 
Knightsbridge,  London,  is  of¬ 
fered  to  guests  on  a  winter 
shopping  break  at  the  nearby 
Cadogan  Hotel  from  Decem¬ 
ber  16  to  January  31.  Rate  is 
E95  per  person  per  night,  with 
a  minimum  of  two  nights,  and 
one  dinner  is  included.  De¬ 
tails:  0171-235  7141. 


■  THE  four  Inter-Con rinen- 

" Hotels  in  the  UK 

London  and  one  1,1  ,”L 
burgh]  offer  savings  of  up  to 
60  per  cent  from  December* 1- 
to  January  12-  Prices  srart 
from  £95  per  room  per  night 

including  Enghsh  ^^aft 

for  two.  Details:  0181-84 1  3711. 

■  SEX-DAY  ski  school  and  ski 
lift  passes  are  included  m 

special  packages  at  *e 
Thumhers  Aipenhof  Hotel 
part  of  the  Pnma  Hotels 
consortium,  at  Zurs  am  Ari- 
berg  in  Austria.  The  package 
starts  on  December  14  at 
£1,105  per  person  for  seven 
nights,  including  dinner,  ris¬ 
ing  to  £1,290  in  January.  £ 
Details:  0800-181  535. 


■  ALSACE  dries.  towns  and 
villages,  boasting  an  array  of 
festive  markets  and  museums, 
are  offering  pre-Christmas 
breaks  for  Fr400 (about  E47],  a 
person  including  two  nights 
bed  and  breakfast  accommo¬ 
dation,  with  travel  extra.  De¬ 
tails:  00-331-5383  1060. 


■  BUSH  survival  techniques, 
abseiling,  game  walks  and 
drives  in  Africa  form  part  of 
the  two-week  Ranger  Experi¬ 
ence  adventure  included  in 
Kumuka  Expeditions'  new 
brochure.  The  trip  rakes  in  the 
Drakensberg  mounrains,  Zu- 
luland  and  Kruger  National 
Park  for  £675  a  person,  flights 
extra.  Early  booking  dis¬ 
counts.  Details:  0171-937  8855. 


AUST RAVEL  is  offering  sav¬ 
ings  of  £100  on  selected  Britan¬ 
nia  Airways  flights  to 
Australia  and  New  Zealand 
next  month  with  the  lowest 
prices  of  £199  one  way  and 
E399  return  available  for 
flights  from  Gatwick  on  Mon¬ 
day.  Details:  0171-734  7755. 


■  FINN  AIR  has  winter  saver 
fares  to  Helsinki  (£214)  and 
Stockholm  (E204).  Departures 
from  London  or  Manchester. 
Details:  0171-629  8039. 


■  FREE  economy  dekets  are 
being  offered  to  executives 
who  fly  regularly  with  Jersey 
European  on  routes  to  Belfast. 
The  airline  is  also  awarding 
one  free  ticket  on  routes  be¬ 
tween  London.  Lyons  and 
Toulouse  for  every  four  do¬ 
mestic  business  class  trips 
taken.  Details:  01392  360777. 


■  AIR  UK  is  offering  a  E109 
seat  sale  fare  between 
Stansted  and  Milan  which  is 
valid  until  December  17.  De¬ 
tails:  0345  666777. 


HOVERS  PEED  is  selling  new 
products  on  D over-Calais  in 
time  for  Christmas.  They  in¬ 
clude  a  E75  mountain  bike  and 
a  £60  karaoke  machine.  Day 
trip  prices  for  a  car  and  two 
passengers  are  £17,  up  to  five 
passengers.  £19.  Details:  0990 
240241. 


until  December  31.  Details: 
0990  711711. 


■  LUPUS  Travel  will  give 
savings  of  about  £50  on 
Alitalia  flights  to  Italy  pro¬ 
vided  you  book  by  tomorrow. 
Examples  include  Florence 
and  Pisa  for  £160,  Rome  and 
Venice  for  £150  and  Turin  for 
£130.  Details:  0171-306  3000. 


■  SHORT  BREAKS  with  Sea 
France  start  at  £3950  return 
for  a  car  and  up  to  five 
passengers  (additional  pas¬ 
sengers.  £4  each).  The  price 
applies  to  breaks  of  up  to  five 
days  —  over  five  days  the  fare 
doubles  to  £79  for  a  car  and  up 
to  nine  passengers.  Both  valid 
on  the  Dover-Calais  route 


■  STENA  line  is  gearing  up 
for  Christmas:  40  per  cent  off 
perfumes,  half-price  Sony 
goods,  litres  of  alcohol  fall  to 
E5.99  and  24  cam  of  lager- to 
£6.99.  Day  trip  prices  are  £15 
return  per  car  and  £1  per 
passenger  on  all  Channel 
routes.  Details:  0990  455455. 


■  SPECIAL  B&B  prices, 
from  £20  per  person  per  night 
over  Christmas,  are  available 
from  Highlife  Breaks  at  the 
Hand  Hotel,  Llangollen,  and 
the  Forth  Bridges  Hotel.  Edin¬ 
burgh,  among  others.  Details: 
0800-700  400. 


■  GLENEAGLES  Hotel  in 
Perthshire  has  a  new  year  rate 
from  January  3  to  3i.  available 
through  Leading  Hotels  of  the 
World,  of  £109  per  room  per 
night,  including  full  Scottish 
breakfast.  This  rises  to  £205  a 
night  in  February.  Details: 
0800-IS1 123. 


■  ON  the  Irish  Sea,  Stena 
Line  is  offering  return  rail  and 
sail  trips  on  the  Stranraer  to 
Belfast  route  from  £79  each 
from  London,  £57  from 
Newcastle  and  UverpooL 
Details:  0990  455455. 


■  THE  three-star  Ullswater 
Hotel  in  Glenridding  in  the 
lake  District  has  a  rate  of 
£4950  per  person  per  night, 
including  full  English  break¬ 
fast.  through  Superbreaks 
mini-holidays.  The  offer,  sav¬ 
ing  almost  £25  on  normal 
rates,  is  available  until  April 
Details:  Q161-238  5257. 


■  CHOCOHOLICS  should 
go  to  the  Waldorf  Meridien 
Hotel  in  London  on  Friday 
afternoons  where  a  chocolate 
buffet  for  £750  per  head  is 
held,  with  unlimited  access  to 
such  dishes  as  Dark  Orange 
Choadate  Tart  and  Chocolate 
Dipped  Strawberries.  Details: 
0171-S36  2400. 


TO  ADVERTISE  CALL 
0171  481 1989 
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CZECH  On  board  every  flight  you  will  experience  CSATs 
yiJJRL/NWS  mourned  hospitality  and,  for  Bnsmess 
passengers  in  the  UK,  the  convenience  of 
phone  check-in,  and  in  Prague,  the  added  convenience  of  a  Gty  Centre 
check-in.  For  further  information  on  the  unique  CSA  service  call  our  Saks 
Offices  tuna,  or  contact  your  Trml  Agent 
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USA  Winter  Specials 


Round-Trip  nett  fares ■  Round-Trip  nett  fares 
from  London  Heathrow  front  London  Galuick 
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More  than  just  low  cost  flights  worldwide 

WITH  UP  TO  65%  DISCOUNT  ON  HOTELS  &  CAR  HIRE 

Call  Trailfinders  for  the  complete  laitor-made  travel  service 

LONDON  Longhauf:  0171-9383939  .  jgN 

Transatlantic  &  European:  01 71 -937  5400 
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MANCHESTER  WortOWKte:  0161-839  G969  M 
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w?",?s5^wTsTa23 

SK5  “ 


TRANSKY  TEL  0171  793  4243 

Rcu&ij  sgents  lor  selected  ATOL  hoicJers 
USA'Ctriad*  Cirlbfc^in  Europe 


0.M-L»ijBk.atui»-g 


Caribbean 

Xmas 

Specials 

£550 


PARLIAMO 
ITALIAN  0 


0171  402  4044 


jl 

u 


:?v 


*\£f> 


■■i't  -• 


^tRv. 


••  ■’.  I  r 

•*  J” 

'■  ..’If*'.! 

'  *  /  '**• 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  NOVEMBER  28  1996 


TRAVEL  43 


t\v 


'urrib 

P  for  * 

arh« 


How  the 
no-show 
squeeze 
leads 
to  the 
‘bumps’ 

SOMEONE  has  got  to  take 
the  bull  by  the  horns  and 
impose  severe  penalties  on 
sdnsh  airiine  passengers  — 
usually  businessmen  —  who 
took  seats  winch  they  have  no 
intention  of  using  and  then 
eamwtbe  bothered  to  canceL 
International  scheduled 
aiitines  acknowledge  the 
need  for  a  system  of  “no 
show”  penalties,  but  have 
shied  away  from  introducing 
them  because  of  the  fear  of 
competition  and  because  it 
would  be  “too  difficult”  to 
police. 

-Instead  they  prefer  to  pay 
compensation  to  those  who 
agree  not  to  travel  on  a 
particular  flight  and  hand  out 
even  more  to  those  who  are 
compulsorily  off-loaded. 

But  many  routes  are  now  so 
fufl,  because  of  soaring  de¬ 
mand,  that  the  problem  has 
reached  crisis  point 
Take  the  case  of  Professor 
Sir  Frederick  Holliday,  chair¬ 
man  of  Northumbrian  Water, 
who  was  furious  when  he  and 
Ins  wife  were  “bumped"  horn 
a  British  Airways  flight  to 
Sydney  despite  booking  Club 
Class  tickets  weeks  in  ad¬ 
vance  and  checking  in  three 
hoots  before  departure. 

“After  a  fuss  I  secured  our  ; 
seats,  but  others  were  less  | 
lucky,”  be  said.  "I  understand  j 
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the- potential. losses  from  ‘no 
shows'  but  such  people 
should  be  penalised,  not  those 
who  book,  confirm  and  show 
in  good  time." 

How  right  he  is.  British 
Airways  has  managed  to  re¬ 
duce  the  rnurdwr  of  “no 
shows"  Brain  seven  in  10,000 
passengers  to  five  in  10,000. 
But  this  does  not  indude  the 
passengers  who  volunteer  to 
stand  dawn  and  catch  the  next 
a  variable  flight. 

-  Airlines  arr  forcgAlo  -over- 
book  seats  to  b^ance  ^tbe 
number  of  people  who  scatter 
phantom  bookings  across  sev¬ 
eral  flights  and,  because  they 
have  paid  full  business  class 
fare,  can  choose  which  to  take. 
It  would  be  courteous  to  let 
someone  know  which  they 
had  derided  on.  But  the 
arrogance  of  some  business 
travellers  who  abuse  the  air¬ 
line  and  fellow  passengers 
knows  no  bounds. 

It  is  already  impossible  to 
get  a  seat  —  of  any  kind  —  on 
a  Qantas  flight  to  Australia 
before  Christmas  Eve,  and 
flights  to  Singapore.  Hong 
Kong,  New  York.  Buenos 
Aires,  Johannesburg  and  To¬ 
kyo  are  crammed  to  capacity. 

Business  dass  is  booming, 
yet  the  number  of  seals  is 
coming  down  as  demand  goes 
up  because  airlines  are  offer¬ 
ing  passengers  more  leg  room 
— and  that  means  fewer  seats. 

Business  travel  agents,  such 
as  the  Travel  Company  and 
Hogg  Robinson,  do  their  best 
to  monitor  airline  computers 
to  ensure  that  as  seals  are 
returned  to  the  system,  they 
can  grab  them  for  their  cli¬ 
ents.  Bui  there  is  little  they 
can  do  if  the  airline  is  not  told 
about  a  cancellation. 

It  is  outrageous  that  passen¬ 
gers  booking  and  checking  in  ! 
in  good  time  are  denied 
boarding,  or  given  a  seat  at 
the  last  moment  after  waiting 
anxiously.  Airlines  have 
pleaded  with  passengers  to 
show  consideration  long 
enough.  Now  is  the  time  to 
stop  toadying  to  them  and  get 
lough  by  introducing  pockei- 
h urting.  no-show  penalties. 


Early  snowstorms  boost  ski  resorts 


By  Harvey  Elliott  and  Noel  Fung 


SKI  resorts  from  Norway  to 
the  Pyrenees  are  opening  early 
to  take  advantage  of  heavy 
snowfalls  across  Europe. 

Conditions  for  skiing  are 
reported  to  be  perfect  with 
many  alpine  resorts  already 
recording  more  snow  on  the 
runs  than  at  any  time  during  . 
last  winter. 

David  Hearns  of  the  Sid 
Club  of  Great  Britain  said: 
“The  snow  this  year  is  quite 
fantastic.  1  am  not  one  to  get 
too  excited  about  the  prospects 
for  a  coming  season,  but  this  is 
an  exception. 

“The  snow  is  now  lying  up 
to  six  feet  deep  in  the  main 
alpine  resorts,  such  as  Tignes, 
and  with  few  people  skiing  yet, 
the  slopes  have  been  groomed 
to  perfection.  It  is  the  snowiest 
November  1 1  can  ■  remember 
and  there  is  now  enough  snow 
to  guarantee  the  quality  of  the 
skung  throughout  the  season.” 

■  Dozens  of  resorts  now  plan 
to  open  on  Saturday,  three 
weeks  earner  than  normal  and 
some,  especially  in  the  French 
Pyrenees,  have  already 
opened,  with  snow  up  to  three 
feet  deep  on  the  upper  slopes. 

In  Norway,  ski  resorts  are 


opening  daily  with  Geiio.  for 
example,  now  operating  five 
lifts  and  five  runs  and  a  16 
mile  prepared  cross-country 
track. 

In  Andorra  there  is  three 
feet  of  snow  at  6,000  feet  and 
the  forecast  is  continuing  cold 
with  temperatures  hovering 
around  -20C. 

In  Ley  sin,  Switzerland, 
snow  starts  to  accumulate  to 
eight  inches  at  600  feet  reach¬ 
ing  one  metre  at  1,100  to  1.300 
feet. 

Snow  is  lying  up  to  six  feet 
deep  at  3,000  feet  St  Anton,  in 
the  Tyrol,  has  three  feet  of 
snow  while  Obergurgl, 
another  Tyrolean  resort, 
records  five  feet 

The  improving  exchange 
rate  with  the  franc  —  now  up 
to  FrSJ  to  the  pound  —  is  also 
attracting  record  numbers  of 
British  skiers  and  bookings 
throughout  Europe  are  at  least 
15  per  cent  above  last  year’s 
levels. 

Gloria  Ward  of  Thomson 
said:  “It  is  the  best  early  snow 
in  20  years  and  the  Alps  have 
got  off  to  a  better  start  even 
than  North  America.  Keen 
skiers  wanting  to  travel  before 


Christmas  look  like  getting 
great  conditions,  uncrowded 
pistes  and  some  excellent 
prices." 

Lizzie  Norton,  director  of 
Ski  Solutions,  said  that  sales 
were  bouyant:  "Countries 
showing  a  comeback  on  sales 
are  Italy  and  Switzerland.  The 
Swiss  franc  has  become  more 
favourable  this  year  than 
last" 

Andy  Perrin,  of  Crystal,  said 
that  the  growth  in  bookings 
throughout  the  industry  was 
around  17  per  cent  “Even  the 
inexpensive  countries  such  as 
Bulgaria  and  Andorra  are 
doing  well." 

Nina  Clifford,  product  man¬ 
ager  of  Nielson,  said:  “By  the 
end  of  the  season,  we  should 
be  seeing  about  5  to  8  per  cent 
growth  in  numbers  of 
customers." 

Conditions  are  set  to  get 
better  still.  A  Met  Office 
forecaster  said:  "Over  the  past 
ten  years,  we  have  had  mild 
autumns  and  winters  in  Brit¬ 
ain  and  Europe,  so  such  early 
snowfall  has  been  uncommon. 
Temperatures  will  drop  fur¬ 
ther  early  next  week  so  there 
will  be  more  snow." 


Overbooking  threat 
to  £10,000  holiday 


A  FAMILY  of  four  who  paid 
almost  £10.000  for  a  Christ¬ 
mas  holiday  in  Barbados  were 
told  this  week  that  the  hotel 
could  no  longer  offer  them 
their  chosen  room. 

Carolina  Moran,  from 
Weybndge.  Surrey,  booked  a 
Kuoni  holiday  in  the  luxurious 
Almond  Beach  on  the  west 
coast  of  Barbados  through  her 
local  Going  Places  travel 
agency  on  August  15. 

“We  specifically  asked  for  a 
junior  suite  with  two  separate 
rooms  so  that  my  husband 
Mark  and  I  could  be  in  one 
while  our  two  young  children, 
Mariella  and  Edward,  shared 
the  other,”  said  Mrs  Moran. 

“As  one  of  the  children  is 
only  one  year  old.  we  were 
only  charged  for  three  people, 
but  it  still  cost  £9,649,  which 
we  paid  in  full  on  September 
24-". 

.  ;The-famiiy  is  booked-  to  fly 
but  'to  Barbados  on  British 
Airways  from  Gatwick  on 
December  17  and  return  on 
January  L  But  on  Tuesday 


By  Harvey  Elliott 

they  were  contacted  by  Going 
Places  who  told  them  that  the 
room  was  no  longer  available. 

“It  seemed  it  was  simply 
overbooked,"  said  Mrs 
Moran.  “We  felt  annoyed  and 
very  let  down  but  the  agency 
told  us  there  was  nothing  they 
could  do.  Kuoni  then  offered 
us  another  room,  but  not  a 
suite,  or  our  money  back." 

Going  Places  admitted  that 
it  was  “our  worst  nightmare" 
but  said  that  Kuoni  had  to 
resolve  the  problem. 

A  Kuoni  official  said  that 
they  were  still  hopeful  of  being 
able  to  put  the  Morans  into  the 
junior  suite  they  had  original¬ 
ly  booked  but  in  the  meantime 
were  offering  both  compensa¬ 
tion  and  an  alternative. 

“There  is  no  way  we  would 
ever  double-book  a  customer," 
said  a  spokeswoman.  “But 
unfortunately  the  hotel  sud¬ 
denly  informed,  us  that  the 
room  was  not  available,  with¬ 
out  giving  a  reason.  We 
thought  we  should  at  least 
offer  an  alternative  and  al¬ 


though  it  has  a  different  lay¬ 
out  die  new  room  does  have 
two  additional  beds  and  it 
overlooks  the  ocean.” 

Kuoni  also  offered  to  pay 
E426  compensation  plus  £30 
per  person  as  “spending 
money"  in  the  resort. 

The  Association  of  British 
Travel  Agents  said  that  the 
problem  was  one  which 
“keeps  tour  operators  and 
travel  agents  awake  at  night” 

“Unfortunately  the  travel 
industry  is  at  risk  of  being 
held  to  ransom  by  hoteliers 
who  sometimes  play  Russian 
roulette  with  bookings,”  said 
Keith  Betton,  of  Abta.  “The 
only  way  to  prevent  it  is  to 
penalise  hoteliers  who  do  this 
to  customers  and  if  necessary 
do  not  use  the  hotel  again." 

Kuoni  said  last  night  that 
they  were  still  in  negotiation 
with  the  hotel  and  the  Morans 
were  waiting  to  see  what  the- 
outcome  would  be  before  de¬ 
ciding  whether  to  continue 
with  their  planned  Christmas 
holiday  of  a  lifetime. 


Dreaming  of  Christmas  sun 


MORE  than  70  per  cent  of 
Britons  will  spend  Christinas 
at  home  with  the  family  —  but 
most  will  be  dreaming-  of 
getting  away  from  it  all  to  lie 
instead  under  a  palm  tree  in 
tiie  sun,  Harvey  Elliott  writes. 

Given  unlimited  cash  and 
time,  only  12  per  cent  of  the 
population  would  choose  to 
stay  at  home,  according  to  a 
survey  by  Gallup  for  Visa 
Holiday  Money. 

Nearly  40  per  cent  ideally 


would  like  to  spend  Christ¬ 
mas  on  a  tropical  island.  20 
per  cent  in  Florida  and  17  per 
cent  chose  either  New  Zea¬ 
land  or  Egypt 
But  it  is  the  sun  which  is  the 
biggest  attraction  with  well 
over  half  those  questioned 
admitting  that  they  did  not 
like  the  British  weather  at 
Christinas.  It  is  estimated  that 
at  least  a  million  people  suffer 
from  Sad  (seasonal  affective 
disorder). 


The  survey  also  reveals  that 
8  per  cent  of  the  population 
will  spend  Christmas  on  their 
own.  and  that  41  per  cent  of 
those  who  do  go  abroad  will 
be  visiting  friends  or  family. 
Women  are  far  more  attracted 
to  seeing  friends  and  family 
abroad,  with  65  per  cent  of  the 
women  questioned  putting 
that  as  their  main  reason  for 
travelling.  Only  15  per  cent  of 
the  men  said  it  was  their  main 


Most  Britons  dream  of  wintering  on  a  tropical  beach 


EIGHT  nights  in  Madei¬ 
ra,  with  a  flight  from 
Gatwick  on  Christmas 
Eve,  is  on  offer  for  £499  a 
person  with  Cadogan 
Holidays  (01703  332661); 
a  ten-night  cruise  visiting 
the  island  and  the  Canar¬ 
ies  is  available  for  £810 
from  Waves  (0171-431 
7373);  told  Advantage 
Travel  Centres  (0990 
S8188S)  has  low-price 
holidays  in  Portugal  and 
skiing  in  Scandinavia. 
For  single  people.  Solo's 
(0181-951  2800)  has  treats 
in  Sorrento  and  Lapland. 


British  projects  reach 
tourism  award  finals 


By  Tony  Dawe 


A  BRITISH  group  which 
provides  volunteers  for  con¬ 
servation  projects  abroad  and 
Northern  Ireland's  first  rural 
tourism  co-operative  have 
been  shortlisted  for  a  leading 
travel  award  sponsored  by 
British  Airways. 

They  are  among  15  finalists 
drawn  from  more  than  100 
entries  worldwide  for  the  1996 
Tourism  for  Tomorrow 
awards,  which  are  designed 
to  encourage  the  careful  envi¬ 
ronmental  management  of 
tourism  projects. 

The  scheme  run  by  the 
British  Trust  for  Conserva¬ 
tion  Volunteers  has  sent  holi¬ 
daymakers  to  help  to  monitor 
turtles  in  Turkey,  protect  or¬ 
chids  in  Canada  and  manage 
wetlands  in  Japan. 

The  Lakeland  Country 


Breaks  cooperative  is  offer¬ 
ing  rural  holiday  packages  in 
U  Fermanagh  villages  as  part 
of  a  project  to  help  local 
communities  without  over¬ 
whelming  them  with' tourists. 
The  two  schemes  are  joined  as 
finalists  for  the  UK  region  by 
the  Scottish  Tourism  and 
Environment  Initiative. 

The  15  finalists  have  been 
drawn  from  five  regions  and  a 
global  winner  will  be  an¬ 
nounced  by  Sir  Colin  Mar¬ 
shall  BA  chairman,  in 
February.  Other  finalists  in- 
dude  a  thriving  blue  penguin 
colony  in  New  Zealand  which 
has  been  developed  from  an 
old  quarry  in  just  four  years, 
and  Wind,  Sand  and  Stars,  a 
small  Egyptian  tour  operator 
which  takes  tourists  to  the 
south  Sinai  desert 


Unusually  heavy  snowfalls  mean  perfect  skiing  conditions  are  already  being  reported  at  many  European  resorts 


Hotels 
lose  out 
to  home 
comforts 

By  David  Churchill 


EXECUTIVE  travellers  are 
rejecting  impersonal  business 
hotels  in  favour  of  the  home 
comforts  offered  by  rented 
service  apartments,  which  in¬ 
clude  fitted  kitchens  and 
washing  machines. 

This  switch  away  from  tra¬ 
ditional  hotels  has  prompted 
several  leading  chains  in  the 
United  States,  including  Mar¬ 
riott  and  Choice  Hotels,  to 
build  apartment-only  proper¬ 
ties  under  the  names 
Towneplace  Suites  (Marriott) 
and  MainStay  Suites  (Choice). 

But  the  trend  has  also 
spread  to  Europe  and  the 
Middle  East,  according  to  the 
hotel  consultants  Pannell  Kerr 
Forster.  In  a  new  study  on  the 
Middle  East  they  report  a 
"significant  threat"  to  hotels  in 
the  region  from  Western  busi¬ 
ness  travellers  who  prefer 
apartments. 

In  London,  several  leading 
hotels  are  installing  apart¬ 
ments  to  counter  this  threat. 
The  Tower  Thistle  Hotel  has 
scrapped  a  floor  of  29  rooms  to 
create  12  apartments,  each 
with  its  own  kitchen.  Early 
next  month  it  plans  to  turn  its 
staff  accommodation  hostel 
into  12  apartments. 

Kurt  Kuen,  the  Tower’s 
general  manager,  says  the 
move  “reflects  the  demand  for 
more  space  and  amenities 
when  business  people  stay  for 
more  than  a  few  days". 

Prices  sian  at  £320  a  night 
for  a  one-bedroom  apartment. 

The  newly  opened  Regents 
Plaza  Hotel  in  north  London 
offers  50  apartments  with 
kitchen,  dining  area  and  sepa¬ 
rate  entrance  from  the  hoteL 

Specialist  reservation  com¬ 
panies  which  provide  apart¬ 
ments  also  report  increased 
demand. 

"Many  regular  travellers 
are  a  Utile  fed  up  with  staying 
in  the  same  type  of  hotels," 
says  Saundra  Mclnemay, 
marketing  manager  for  the 
Apartment  Service.  “They  like 
the  idea  of  an  apartment 
which  enables  them  to  create  a 
home  away  from  home." 

The  company  offers  private¬ 
ly  owned  Oats,  with  or  without 
service,  in  London  or  Paris. 
The  Athenaeum  Hotel  in  cen¬ 
tral  London  has  some  33 
apartments  with  their  own 
entrance  and  kitchens,  and  157 
hotel  rooms.  Apartments  start 
at  £225  a  night  plus  VAT, 
although  the  price  falls  the 
longer  the  stay. 

The  growth  in  popularity  in 
apartments  is  also  encourag¬ 
ing  more  people  to  let  their 
homes  for  short  periods.  A 
London  company.  Home 
From  Home,  offers  private 
properties.  They  start  from 
£350  a  week. 

• Apartment  Service:  OI8I-944 
1444:  Home  From  Home:  017 1-  \ 
5848914.  I 
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Fishing  in  the 
Seychelles 

Australia; 
travelling  south, 
west  and  to  Cape 
York 

Spain:  Toledo 
and  Seville 

The  ski  page 
insider’s  Paris 
Travel  Tips 


Air  France  strike 
adds  to  confusion 


By  Steve  Keenan 


A  STRIKE  by  Air  France 
crews  added  extra  confusion 
for  holiday  and  business  trav¬ 
ellers  trying  to  reach  France 
yesterday. 

The  two-day  stoppage  ends 
today,  when  only  three  of  11 
Heathrow-Paris  services  are 
expected  to  operate,  taking 
1,000  much-needed  seats  off 
the  market. 

Flights  have  been  running 
full  since  the  Channel  Tunnel 
blaze  ten  days  ago  halted 
Eurostar  services.  British  Air¬ 
ways  has  added  bigger  planes 
and  coach  services  have  been 
increased. 

While  airlines  and  coach 
services  have  benefited  from 
Eurostar's  closure,  tens  of 
thousands  of  shoppers  plan¬ 
ning  a  trip  on  the  car-carrying 
Le  Shuttle  service  through  the 
tunnel  have  cancelled  plans  to 
travel  to  the  Continent 

P&O  European  Ferries  re¬ 
ported  an  increase  of  57  per 
cent  in  passenger  figures  in 
the  ten  days  since  the  blaze, 
from  147,000  in  the  same 
period  last  year  to 231,000.  Car 
numbers  increased  in  the 
same  period  from  31.000  to 
50,000.  up  60  per  cent. 

But  adding  figures  from 
other  ferry  operators,  an  esti¬ 
mated  10,000  motorists  who 
planned  to  travel  through  the 
tunnel  have  not  switched  to 
the  ferries  and  decided  not  to 
travel. 

Talks  to  end  the  dispute 
were  being  held  in  France 
yesterday.  But  apart  from  a 
one-hour  stoppage  at  Calais. 


the  P&O  spokesman  said  tour¬ 
ist  cars  had  nor  been  affected 
by  the  drivers’  action. 

At  this  time  of  year,  most 
cars  heading  for  France  are 
aiming  for  Channel  ports  to 
stock  up  on  Christmas  wine, 
spirits  and  beer  and  the  ferries 
are  buoyant  at  the  windfall. 

Both  P&O  and  Stena  have 
added  extra  ships  and  there  is 
plenty  of  capacity  for  people 
who  want  to  travel.  Travellers 
heading  for  Paris  are  not  so 
fortunate. 

Air  France  was  also  forced 
to  cancel  four  of  its  II  Heath¬ 
row-Paris  flights  yesterday. 
Flights  to  Paris  from 
Manchester.  Edinburgh  and 
Birmingham  are  also  can¬ 
celled  today,  although  services 
from  London  City  are- 
unaffected. 

Eurostar  had  been  running 
around  12.000  people  a  day  to 
Paris,  more  than  the  com¬ 
bined  air  capacity  of  BA.  Air 
France.  British  Midland  and 
Air  UK.  BA  is  adding  an  extra 
service  today  in  addition  to  its 
17  Heathrow  and  Gatwick 
flights  to  Paris,  which  are 
already  full. 

On  Friday  and  Saturday,  it 
is  also  using  larger  aircraft, 
replacing  180-seat  planes  with 
250-sea  ter  Boeing  767s.  "It  will 
give  us  30  per  cent  more 
capacity."  BA  said. 

Coach  operator  Eurolines 
has  more  than  doubled  its 
services  from  London  Victoria 
to  Paris  with  extra  coaches 
running  overnight  and  a  third 
scheduled  service  planned. 


Jersey  aims 
to  cash  in 
on  wedding 
market 

JERSEY  is  enticing  the 
growing  number  of  couples 
planning  to  marry  abroad  to 
turn  their  back  on  the  Carib¬ 
bean  and  wed  in  the  Channel 
Islands  instead,  Steve  Keenan 
writes. 

The  island  has  changed  its 
marriage  laws  lo  allow  wed¬ 
ding  applications  by  post, 
and  couples  now  have  lo 
spend  only  two  days  on  Jersey 
before  the  ceremony. 

The  cost  of  a  holiday  and 
wedding  there  will  average  at 
around  £1.000  —  compared 
with  the  average  Caribbean 
bill  of  £4.000.  rising  to  £6.000 
in  Ihe  Seychelles  or 
Mauritius. 

Crystal  Holidays  is  charg¬ 
ing  couples  £429  for  a  wed¬ 
ding  package  on  Jersey, 
which  indudes  the  Register 
Office  and  licence,  cham¬ 
pagne.  wedding  cake,  bou¬ 
quet  and  buttonhole.  The 
price  does  not  indude  flights 
or  hotels. 

"Perhaps  it  is  not  so  tropical 
in  Jersey  but  it  is  a  lot  cheaper 
than  the  Caribbean."  says 
Deborah  Marshall,  Crystal's 
product  director.  “We  have 
had  quite  a  few  inquiries 
already." 

An  estimated  10.000  cou¬ 
ples  married  abroad  last  year, 
says  Cosmos,  w’hich  daims  10 
per  cent  of  the  market  The 
company  recently  published 
its  new  Dream  Weddings  & 
Honeymoons  brochure  and 
predirts  a  20  per  cent  growth 
in  the  market  this  year. 


AX  EXCLUSIVE  OFFER 
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^  CDs  for  ^ 
Christmas  £1.98  each 


This  is  day  five  of  The  Times 
Christmas  collection  of 
traditional  carols  and  music  that 
resonates  with  die  sound  of  the 
festive  season.  There  are  five  CDs  at 
only  £1.98  each  (£2.50  in  Eire)  and  if 
you  buy  all  five  at  once  you  get  a 
sixth,  Handel’s  Messiah  Highlights 
free.  You  need  three  differently 
numbered  tokens  from  the  six  being 
published  in  The  Times  this  week. 

The  order  form  with  full  details  of 
how  to  pay  and  the  address  to  write 
to  will  appear  again  tomorrow. 

You  can  buy  as  many  CDs  as  you 
want  with  the  three  tokens.  To 
receive  your  CDs  before  Christmas, 
y0ur  ortjer  must 
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be  received  by 
December  10. 
The  offer  doses 
December  31, 
1996. 


EASY  CHRISTMAS  CAROLS 

1.  O  Holy  Night  Jack  Jones 

2.  The  First  Noel  Dinah  Shore 

3.  Hark!  The  Herald  Angels  Sing 
Frank  Sinatra 

4.  Joy  to  the  World  Pat  Boone 

5.  O  Little  Town  of  Bethlehem 
Pat  Boone 

6.  God  Rest  Ye  Merry  Gentlemen 
Bing  Crosby 

7.  Silent  Night  Bing  Crosby 

8.  O  Taruienbaum 
Nat  King  Cole 

9.  Caroling,  Caroling 
Nat  King  Cole 

10.  O  Come  All  Ye  Faithftil 
Andy  Williams 

11.  Away  In  A  Manger 
Bing  Crosby 

12.  Amazing  Grace 
Mahalia  Jackson 

13.  Come  To  Jesus 
Mahalia  Jackson 
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The  National  Lorrery  Chari' 
ties  Beard  announced  its 
latest  “theme"  for  die  next 
round  of  grants  to  volun¬ 
tary  bodies  yesterday.  Simulta¬ 
neously.  it  opened  a  telephone  line 
to  take  requests  for  its  guide  on  how 
to  apply  for  those  grants. 

Demand  will  far  exceed  the 
amount  of  money  available  at 
present  about  one  in  five  applica¬ 
tions  succeeds.  Since  its  first  meet¬ 
ing  in  August  1994.  the  board  has 
handed  out  £318  million  in  4.7S7 
grams  to  charity  groups,  some  of 
which  may  also  be  eligible  for 
money  from  one  of  the  cither  ten 
grant-making  bodies  distributing 
National  Lottery  funds. 

The  charities  board's  latest 
themes  —  “new  opportunities  and 
choices"  and  "voluntary  sector  dev¬ 
elopment"  —  aim  to  "fund  projects 
which  extend  non-formaJ  learning 
and  volunteering  opportunities”, 
and  those  that  promote  self-help. 

"Voluntary  sector  development" 
is  meant  to  attract  umbrella  bodies, 
development  agencies  and  resource 
centres  that  service  other  voluntary 
or  community  groups.  From  Janu¬ 
ary  20  until  March  7  the  telephone 
line  will  record  requests  for  appli¬ 
cation  forms,  to  be  returned  by 
April  4.  from  those  hoping  to 
attract  some  of  the  millions  of 
pounds  the  board  has  to  give  away. 

So  far  there  have  been  three 
“themed"  rounds  of  grant-giving 
from  the  charities  board.  The  first 
last  year,  targeted  poverty.  Chari¬ 
ties  working  to  alleviate  poverty 
and  improve  the  quality  of  life  of 


As  the  cash  applications  are 
invited,  Pat  Blair  looks  at  the 
varied  pattern  of  giving  today 


people  and  communities  were  eligi¬ 
ble  to  apply.  The  money  was 
available  for  capital  or  revenue  use. 

There  was  a  flood  of  applications 
—  more  than  15.000.  requesting  a 
total  of  £2.4  billion.  Between  Octo¬ 
ber  and  December  the  board  paid 
out  £160  million  to  2,460  projects. 

The  board  then  focused  on 
“youth  issues"  and  “low  income" 
provoking  protest  from  some  medi¬ 
cal  research  charities  that  they 
were  nor  gening  a  slice  of  the  cake 
as  their  work  had  not  fitted  into  any 
of  the  themes. 

However,  the  third  grants  pro¬ 
gramme,  encompassing  health, 
disability  and  care,  met  some  of 
those  objections  and  attracted  more 
than  10,000  applicants.  On  Decem¬ 
ber  10  the  first  tranche  of  applicants 
will  know  what  they  can  expect  of 
more  than  £100  million  waiting  to 
be  distributed. 

National  Lottery  money,  how¬ 
ever.  amounts  to  only  about  2  or  3 
per  cent  of  the  voluntary  sector's 
income,  which  is  still  dominated  by 
gifts  from  the  public,  through 
legacies,  street  collections,  selling 
goods  and  services,  corporate  dona¬ 
tions  and  other  means. 

In  1995.  for  example,  companies 
paid  out  £162  million  in  cash 
sponsorship,  while  legacies  to  char¬ 


ities  have  been  about  £1  billion  a 
year  for  three  years,  says  Cathy 
Pharoah,  head  of  research  at  the 
Charities  Aid  Foundation  (CAF). 

CAFs  19%  analysis  of  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  top  500  corporate 
donors,  published  in  May,  suggests 
that  giving  by  companies  has 
increased  slightly  after  dedining 
for  a  few  years.  However,  although 
the  figures  have  gone  up.  the  rise  is 
less  than  the  inflation  rate. 

In  1995  companies’  total  com¬ 
munity  in  vestment,  including 
“gifts  in  kind",  amounted  to 
£284.6  million.  Mrs  Pharoah 
says  companies  almost  certainly 
under-record  such  gifts  —  equip¬ 
ment  training,  secondment  non¬ 
cash  support  donation  of  written- 
off  stock  —  and  believes  much  more 
is  being  done  than  is  apparent  from 
company  returns. 

Last  November  the  C  AF  commis¬ 
sioned  a  study  from  the  Institute  of 
Fiscal  Studies  looking  at  long-term 
trends  in  individual  giving.  The 
study,  nearing  completion,  takes 
evidence  from  Family  Expenditure 
Surveys  since  the  early  1980s  and 
shows  that  the  number  of  people 
giving  to  charity  is  dropping, 
although  the  fall  has  been  offset  by 
an  increase  in  the  amounts  from 


people  participating  in  planned 
giving,  through  such  schemes  as 
covenants  and  grve-as-you-eaiTL 
At  the  same  time  legacies  provid¬ 
ed  33  per  cent  of  the  top  500 
charities'  income  in  1995,  according 
to  Mrs  Ph  amah's  research.  How¬ 
ever,  although  the  number  of 
charitable  bequests  is  still  increas¬ 
ing,  the  rate  of  increase  has  slowed. 
What  is  more,  the  value  of  bequests 
decreased  by  about  3  per  cent 
between  1992  and  1994. 

This  year  there  have  been  other 
problems  in  Scotland,  where  local 
government  spending  cuts  have 
followed  reorganisation.  Martin 
Simc,  director  of  the  Scottish  Coun¬ 
cil  for  Voluntary  Organisations, 
says:  “It  has  had  a  devastating 
effect  on  many  organisations,  par¬ 
ticularly  those  that  were  dependent 
on  local  government  finance,"  He 
estimates  that  about  £10  milium 
has  been  lost  from  a  total  local 
authority  contribution  of  about 
£120  million,  a  loss  of  8  per  cent 
Charities  suffered  a  further  dis¬ 
appointment  recently  when  Cus¬ 
toms  and  Excise  won  a  court  case 
challenging  their  exemption  from 
paying  VAT  on  job  advertisements. 
Mr  Sime  says  that,  as  the  Treasury 
gains  substantial  sums  from  Nat¬ 
ional  Lottery  proceeds,  it  would  be 
a  welcome  move  if  the  Government 
imposed  a  windfall  tax  on  its  own 
receipts  and  steered  it,  somehow, 
back  towards  charitable  groups. 

•  National  Lottery „  Charities 
Board  application  line:  0345 
91919 / 


Please  give  generously:  donations  still  account  for  most  of  the  money  received  by  voluntary  bodies 


CHRISTMAS  CHARITY  APPEALS 


TEL: 

0171 481 1982 


(Res  Charity  No.  2*1017) 
[hank  nil  [hose  who  kindly 
supported  their  19% 
Metropolitan  Flag  Day 
which  raised  £40920-34 
less  expenses  of  £1,02234 
on  Tuesdy  2nd  July. 


Use  yonr  skills  and 
knowledge  to  set  tip  a 
community  ptqecl  with 
other  retired  people.  Grants 
up  to  £5,000  available. 
For  details  New 
Horizons  Trust 
01816660201 


Where  over 
6,900 

donkeys  have 
found  a  safe, 
loving  home. 
Holly,  who 
was  35  and 
going  blind, 
was  left  to 
fend  for 
herself  with 
no  care 
whatsoever 
until  we  were 
alerted  by  a 
concerned 

member  of  the  public  and  rescued  her.  thin 
and  covered  in  lice. 

We  need  your  help  to  continue  rescuing 
donkeys  and  to  secure  their  future  on  one  of 
our  ten  farms.  A  bequest  to  the  donkeys  will 
help  immensely  and  your  name  will  be 
blessed  at  our  annual  St  Francis  Day 
Memorial  Service. 

A  copy  of  our  "Guide  to  Making  a  Will”  is 
available  on  request. 

Our  administration  costs  are  kept  to  a 
minimum  -  6.8p  in  the  £1. 

Please  remember  the  Donkey  Sanctuary 
by  leaving  a  legacy  in  your  WilL 

The  Donkey  Sanctuary.  { Dept  LTM1 1. 
Sidmouth.  Devon.  EX  10  0NU. 
Founder/Administrator  u 

Dr.  E.  D.  Svendsen,  MBE. 

Tel:  0/395  578222  / 

Reg.  Charity  Np.2648I8 


Christmas 

Appeal 


The  Friends  of  Bristol  Hanes  Society  s  a  registered 
charity  which  provides  retirement  for  eqtrines  00  a 
nationwide  basis.  However,  continual  rising  costs  and 
an  increased  demand  in  our  work  only  serves  to  make 
this  die  most  difficult  rime  in  our  calender. 

«& 


Many  of  oar  animals  have  been  saved  from  -Uanrotiou  or 
appalling  conditions  of  negket  or  cruelty.  With  your 
support  we  can  coutimie  ocr  work  by  providing  them 
with  the  quality  of  life  they  deserve. 


To  ipalre  a  donation  or  for  further  information  please 
contact: 

The  Rest  Home  for  Horses,  DT,  Sleep  Lane, 
Whitchurch,  Bristol  BS14  OQJ. 

Td:  01275  832425 

No.  208749 


Life  w  «a  has  always  pot  pneewte  on 
naval  famjfef.  By  duleug  a  daaaucn 
or  leaving  a  legacy  bo  Royal  Sadon1 
Ron  rtow  joa  can  help  ns  provVJc  a 
•home  from  bone’  and  Qwwuu  are 
far  Milan  and  their  tuniba.  Plea*: 

scad  for  detail*  of legacy  gmn*,  or 
nafcc  your  domrion  w- 
Royal  Saflori-  Rcso  Dept.  ! 

FREEPOST  Fran. 

5  St  Gcnr*c  *  Bwfeae  Centre 
PORTSMOUTH  KM  3BT 
Rcpwred  Ouray  No.  238748 


CHILDREN  ON  DIALYSIS 

need  holidays  so  do  their  families. 

Before  planning  your  own  holidays  next  year 
please  spare  more  than  a  thoaght  for  those 
children  who  without  your  help  will  never  get 
away  at  alL 

Donations  urgently  needed  by 
The  British  Kidney  Patient  Association, 
Bordon,  Hants,  GU35  912. 

Rc^L  Cta*,  No.  man 


Ocnbridy 


CHARITY  CHRISTMAS  CARDS 
NOW  AVAILABLE  AT 


2i  nc«n n,  Mpp.  sj^«i 

«f  Wipanc  strax  (5  Mu  Otfivl  dan) 
UCMm»u|3lCi%M) 

3*  Bewmu  Mm  P  MCMKU4 
Uokac  t*.  Unpri  am) 
II  SL  Oa*p?t  Walk 
2  Qaqr  Men  (off  0**»  MM 
»  b»*t>  Una 
M-JBBbfcJM 


YOUR  WILL 

■  you  are  ratadnoyournrii 
ptaan  Mnk  at  BOSMA.  VM 
cwftr  Jirendcuamund 
woman  who  Im  low  fends  fat 
On  soreioa  of  thta  country. 


GIVE 

AH 

UNUSUAL) 

GIFT1 


YOUR  WELL- 

ran  beip  so  many 
riderty  people  who  bare 
given  so  much 
—and  are  now  in  need  of  hdp 
themselves  -  with  nonsiDg 
home  fees  w  convalescence 
mat  in  many  other  ways. 
Please  ask  the  NBI  tq  dam 
you  bow  you  cm  set  up  a 
legacy.  4  covomcd 
Subscription,  or  please  wral 
a  donation  io: 

The  Secretary 
The  National  BcaereleM 
faMtatlan 
61  Brjsvjte  Road 
London  W2  3PG 
v  Tel:  0171-723  0QZ1  , 


SSAFA  Can  Help  You 

From  boramomont,  dlnabBy  «nd  Brew  to  tono&nwn,  old  ago 
and  Snandal  tJSficuttfco,  tho  SoMtara’  Satan1  and  Airman’s 
Fnmtans  Association  offers  confldanllal  advice  and  support. 

You  Can  Help  SSAFA 

Today,  more  tftsn  ever,  SSAFA  needs  your  support  to  mafetafri 
IHs  sendee. 

Please  send  donations  hr  SSAFA  (T)  Freepost.  TO  Bax  585. 
London  SE1  ZTf.  Telephone  0171  403  87831 
Thank  you. 


»  Hotar  rhw 

NOBHOUn  W  CWnmntal  Ho-d  pm  In  Bm  B*) 

»*  CtaralB.  snOMaa*  wdavwy  wmm  wtaw)  m  wflfc*  ’ 
«c  h  ■  aw  a*  pgat  wa.ie.Mwi  a*  mag.  - 

4C  Orty  a*mm  flat  Comet  am  M  MM 


j  Oar  doctors  -  radiologists  and 
oncologists  -  detect  disease-  | 
save  patients  from  major  l 
surgery-  treat  ISOdOGhnevr  j 
cancer  patients  each  year.  \ 
Bwt  there's  ulongvmy  tb~gof 
We  need  £5  mWon'tor  a  net* 
research  and  education  unit 
h  could  be  the  fife  of  a  lowed 
one  you"  re  helping  to  save! 


DO  YOU.BELEVE 
MLR  AFTER 
DEATH? 

«fe  do.  Kklney  raaeareh  BWM 
lace.  SO  do  lagadaa. 

NATIONAL 

eacai? 

RESEARCH  FUND 

SAndmw  Coat.  Sawhi. , 
NuUtafa; 

Cmnbrtdgpmhkm  Pete  Oca 
Hriaphonm0i4tSfh  4S482S 
fUgUtmd  earner  No.  sssms- 


Adopt  a  mood 
ft  driqtdo* 
atacchora,  go*, 
hH^awafttal. 

to  noin  Her. 
ynty  ptotas  and  ms.  Costas 
rams  art  instated  ad 
at  far  or  nstoad  mats  er 
wktordtfcbdoarKrtta: 
■hMt  Mnl  Sndni 

■12  7U  tot  UNI  B12Z7. 
■bMi  Wti  ly  tab „ ! 

Wtidi  Qdtins  Cods,  (toot  ft 

HHk  Mnl  Haws.  Pk  at  8; 
faMRccFtatocDoattak 
-MIU BJ5  tKh  frPSP}. 
ftraiww*  QwpBffnMt. 
Wan:*  MUta  JIM 

(Co.  R(gJ027330)  it&M 


A  Gift  to  the  NCDL  in  your 
Will  is  a  Gift  of  Life  to  a  Dog 

The  bfadonal  Canine  Defence  League  (NCDL) 
rescues  about  9,000  dogs  each  and  .every  year.  No 
dog  is  destroyed,  unless  far  humane  reasons.  We 
are  always'  looking  for 
.  caring  and  responsible  new 
owners  co-gfw  cheat  ^ 
second. '  chancel  Wldi 
fifteen  rescue  centres 
nationwide,  we  are 
experts  tri  dog  care,  but 
we  rely  upon  'your 
generosity,  to.  continue 
our  work.  Please  remem-, 
berus  inyourVyiH.-  .. 


I.i'li  *  BOO  WfOW  Lire  ^  i  . 

•  ^feiuw  writft  ihrdeattitB-  .. 
PdpwrtuwntA  NCPL.  i  Luwdon  t4Wi  BAPl 

,  .iKiAAnapiMia^Nim^;,  ...... 
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fate 

SSAFA  Siffim  Sanrtces 


More  w  omen  are  victims 
of 

than  DIVORCE 


A  woman,  on  average,  lives  longer  than  a  man.  So  she  is 
more  likely  to  have  to  face  the  difficulties  of  intestacy  -  the  legal 
term  for  being  left  in  a  mess  because  her  husband  didn't  make  a 
Will. 

Many  men  assume  that,  on  their  death,  ail  they  own  will 
automatically  go  to  their  wives.  This  isn't  so.  When  a  man  dies 
intestate,  not  just  his.wire  but  brothers,  sisters  and  even  cousins 
may  have  a  claim  on  what  he  owned. 

His  widow  may  have  to  sell  the  house  to  pav  off  his  relations. 

None  of  this  need  happen  if  he  makes  a  will.  Yet  seven  out 
of  ten  people  foil  to  take  this  simple  step. 

Now,  as  a  service  to  the  public,  WWF  UK  (World  Wide  Fund 
For  Nature)  has  produced  its  own  plain  language  guide  to 
making  a  will.  It  explains: 

•  why  everyone  needs  to  make  a  will 

•  how  to  go  about  it  p - — — - > 

•  and  how  to  minimise  tax  \  \ 

liability  on  what  you  leave  behind.  1  \ 

Don't  leave  it  to  chance.  Give  \  -  --'■.-V*:  -r  .  \ 

vourselfthepeaceofmindof  OBCp  \ 

knowing  your  loved  ones  are  ■  r' ««  /zk  \ 

properly  provided  for.  i  ^  -  \ 

Send  or  phone  for  our  FREE  \  \ 

guide  to  making  a  Will,  today,  i  -  ’■ 


in  Hill  hi  fh'u  <r- 

In  the  KS/'B. 


ti  T  bai  more  effective 
L*  y  tribute  could  (bar  be 
•  »  far  a  friend  or  relative 

who  loved  foe  countiyride  uod 
wOd  birds? 

The  RSPBis  the  charity 
that  takes  action  far  wOd  buds 
and  the  environment  For  deads 
an  how  to  make  a  deration  that, 
fat  a  lasting  tribute  to  a  fared 
one,  just  phone  Hnfae  McHugh 
on  017*7  680951. 

PMafmafBbW. 


A  HOME 
FOR  LIFE 


We  Itvlp  «f  all  ifN\ 

in  Ihw  »*ii  lumift.  nr  ui 
nut  t«vhe  tVMtkmul  iind 
mns4n>:  Ivmw. 

•if  tiunani!  tinutnstimw 
and  die  <«■  pay.  m 
tan  iJIit  Jin*  stviitv  »>1  j 
Imr.ar  hit  Ide.  Ilvljs  us  l*v 
y.vkhnA\<iui  ilirnimfllo: 
Dfi.lA  Itfiutrl.fe 

rettPOVT  inndnn  sliR 
.n  |nr  ruitlhf  xiMmuiiiin cull 
I  KELfHUNt:  IMW  4 ».« 13i 
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Is  always 
tired  and 


to  the  loo,  stopping 


You  couid  be  suffering  from  a  form  of  diabetes. 

Ask  your  doctor  for  a  test.  Diagnosis  and  simple  treatment 
could  qiricldy  restore  your  old  sparkle. 

BRITISH  DJABETIC  ASSOCIATION 

U)  Queen  AiweStreel,  tondoalWIM  080.  Reg.  CbaWly  No! 275 1 99 
-A  charity  helping  people  with  .-diabetes  md  .diabetes  research 

.  ’  For.  more  infbrardOOto '  •' 

FREEPHONE  0800  60  70  60 
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LAW  45 


Human  Rights  Law  Report 


Strasbourg 


© 


not  pronounce  on  lawfulness  of  detention 


Ik 


Chahal  v  United  Kingdom  - 
(Case 70/1993 

Before  R.  Ryssdal.  President  and 
Judges  PL  Bemhardr,  F.  GOkfiklfl. 
F.  Matscher.  L.-E.  PetmL  A. 
Spidmarm.  J.  De  Meyer.  N. 
Voldcos.  S.  K.  Martens.  £.  Raint.  J. 

M.  Morenilla,  Sir  John  Freeland, 
A.  B.  Baka.  G.  Mifsud  Bonniri,  J. 
Makarczyk.  D.  Gachev.  P. 
Jambrek.  U.  Lohmus  and  E_  Levits 
Registrar  HLlfezokf 
Deputy  Registrar  P.  J,  Mahoney  - 
(Judgment  November  15|  . 

There  was  a  real  risk  of  an  asylum 
a^rikaiir,  if  faevvere  deported  from 
the..  United  Kingdom,  to  India, 
being  subjected  to  torture,  or  in¬ 
human  or  degrading  punishment 
to  violation  -  of  arade  3  of  the 
European. Cfewcniion  on  Human 
Rights:  : 

TheEuropean  Court  of  Human 
Rights  so.  hdd.  by  twelve  woes  to 
seven.-  and  '  it  abo  held,  unani- 
nnusifr  that., there  bad.  been  a 
vjabtiaa'  of  article  13_  of  die. 
Conventual  m  conjunction  with 
artxfeTuF  that  effective  remedies 
did  not  exist  before  the  courts  in 
EnjpanL'  ' 

Fbrfoennore,  the  Court  bdd. 
unanimously;  that  there' had  been 
a  vibtaddrr  of  article  5.4 in  drat  Mr 
Chahal  ..,~had.  been  denied  the. 
oppartuartyto  have  foe  lawfulness 
of  his  .deiiaribn  decided  fay  a 
national  court, . .  .  - 

Ait fcfr'3.  of  the  Ctooveotion 
provides:  ..... 

“No  one  shall  be.  subjected  to 
torture  br  to  inhuman  or  degrad¬ 
ing  treatment  or  punishment." 

Arade  5  provides: 

“1  Everyone  ,  has  the  Tight  to. 
liberty  and  security  of  person.  No 
aneshaffbe  depri^d  of  his  Ijbaty 
save  mtbefalbwing  cases  and  in 
acamhipce  with  a  procedure  pre¬ 
scribed  by  law. . .  (Q-  the  lawful 
arrest  or  detention  of  a  person  . . . 
against  whom  action  is  being 
tata  witfia  view  to  deportation  or  - 
extradition.. 

“4  Everybody  who  is  deprived  of 
his  tibaty.  by  arrest  or  detention 
shall  be  entitled  to  take  proceed¬ 
ings  by  which  the  lawfulness  of  his 
detention  shall  be  derided  speedily 
by  a  court  and  his  release  ordered 
if  the  detention  is  not  lawfuL“ 

ArtideS  provides 
“1  Everyone  has  the  right  to  respect 
for  Ms  private  and  family  life,  his 
home  nx)  his  correspondence. 

“2Thereshafl  be  no  interference 
by  a  public  authority  with  the 
ewrcse  of  this  right  except  such  as 
is  in  accordance  with  the  law  and 
is  mcessaxy  in  a  democratic  society 


in  the  interests  of  national 
security...*' 

.  Article  13  provides:  “Eveyoae 
whose  rights  and  freedoms  as  set 
forth  in  this  Convention:  are  vi- 
-  ohied  shall  have  an  effective 
remedy  before  as.  national 
authonty. . 

The  applicants  were  two  Indian 
dozens,  Karamjit  Singh  Cbahal 
and  his  wife.  Darshan  Kaur 
Chahal,  and  their  two  children. 
Kiranpreer  Kaur  Chahal  and 
Bikaraznpt  Singh  Chahal.  who 
were.  British  citizens.  AD  the  ap¬ 
plicants  were  Sikhs. 

The  first  applicant  ottered  die 
United  Kingdom  illegally  in  1971. 
In  L9?4  he  was  granted  indefinite 
leave  to  remain  by  the  Home 
Office  undo-  the  terms  of  an 
amnesty,  for  ipegal  entrants.  The 
second  applicant  settled-  in  the 
United  Kingdom  in  1975,  where  the 
children  were  bom! 

--  Mr  Chahal  visited  Punjab  in 
1984,  shortly  before  the  stqcmingof 
the  Golden  Temple  in  Amritsar  by 
the  Indian  array.  During  bis  visit 
he  began  to  adhere  to  the  tenets  of 
orthodox  Sikhism  -and  became' 
involved  in  organising  passive- 
resistance  in  support  of  an  in¬ 
dependent  Sikh  homeland. 
Khalistan,  .which  wookl  roughly 
correspond -to  the  Indian  state  of 
Punjab.  He  was  arrested,  detained 
for  21  days  and  tortured  by  the 
Punjab  police: . 

On  his  return  to  die. United 
Kingdom  he  became  a  prominent 
figure  in  the  affairs  erf  British 
Sikhs.  He  was  twice  charged  with 
assault  and  affray  arising  out  of 
disturbances  in  temples,  but  on  the 
first- occasion  the  Court  of  Appeal 
.  quashed  the  conviction  and  on  the 
second  he  was  acquitted.  He  was 
not  known  to  have  been  charged 
with  any  other  criminal  offence  in 
the  United  Kingdom.  India  or 
elsewhere. 

On  August  14,  1990  die  Home 
Secretary  (then  Mr  Hard)  derided 
to  deport  Mr  Chahal  from  the 
United  Kingdom  an  the  ground  of 
national  security  and  the  inter¬ 
national  fight  against  terrorism. 

It  was  alleged  inter  alia  that  he 
had  been  involved  in  supplying 
funds  and  equipment  to  terrorists 
in  Punjab,  planning  and  directing 
terrorist  attacks  in  India,  the 
United  Kingdom  and  elsewhere 
and  leading  campaigns  of 
intimidation  against  moderate 
Sikhs  in  the  United  Kingdom.  Mr 
Chahal  categorically  denied  those 
allegations. 

On  August  16.  1990 he  was  taken 
to  Bedfind  Prison,  where  he1  had 
mice  been  held. 


He  applied  for  political  asylum, 
dahnuog  that  he  would  be  a' victim 
of  torture  and  persecution  if  de¬ 
ported  to  India.  The  Home  Sec¬ 
retary  refused  that  request  on 
March  27. 1991. 

Mr  Chahal  had  no  right  of 
appeal  to  an  independent  tribunal 
because  of  the  national  security 
elements  erf  the  case.  However,  on 
July  ia  1991.  die  matter  was 
considered  by  an  advisory  panel 
including  a  Coart  erf  Appeal  judge. 
Lad  Justice  Uoyd.  and  a  former 
President  of  foe  Immigration  Ap¬ 
peal  Tribunal. 

Mr  Chahal  was  not  informed  of 
the  evidence  supporting  foe  Home 
Secretary's  allegations  against 
him.  was  not  allowed  to  be 
represented  by  a  lawyer  and  was 
not  informed  of  the  pond's  advice 
to  foe  Home  .'Secretary,  who  was. 
in  any  case,  not  obliged  to  follow  it 
.  .  The  Hone  Secretary  (then  Mr 
Baker)  finally  signed  the  deporta- 
.  lion  order  on  Jtify  25.  1991.  Mr 
Chahal’s  application  for  judicial 
review  of  foe  dedsicn  to  refuse 
asylum  was  successful  because  the 
reasoning  given  to  explain  it  had 
been  inadequate. 

On  June  1,  1992  the  Horne 
Secretary  {then  Mr  Clarice)  took  a 
fresh  decision  to  refuse  asylum. 
Mr  Chahal  again  sought  judicial 
review.  After  that  application  was 
refused  in  foe  High  Court  (The 
Times  March  12. 1993)  he  appealed 
to  the  Court  of  AppeaL 

The  Court  of  Appeal  held  that 
foe  Home  Secretary  had  been 
required  to  weigh  the  threat  to  Mr 
Chahal  *s  life  or  freedom  if  he  were 
deported  against  foe  danger  to 
national  security  if  he  were  permit¬ 
ted  to  stay:  see  R  v  Secretory  of 
Stole  for  the  Home  Department, 
Ex  parte  Chahal  (The  Times 
October 27. 1993:  (1995]  1 WLR526). 

When  refusing  asylum,  die 
Hone  Secretary  appeared  to  have 
taken  into  account  foe  evidence 
relating  to  the  risk  of  persecution 
in  India  and  it  was  not  possible  for 
the  court  to  judge  whether  his 
decision  to  deport  Mr  Chahal  was 
irrational  or  perverse,  because  it 
did  nor  have  access  to  foe  counter¬ 
balancing  national  security  evi¬ 
dence.  In  March  1994.  foe  House 
of  Lords  refused  leave  to  appeal. 

Following  foe  report  of  foe 
European  Commission  of  Human 
Rights.  Mr  Chahal  applied  to  be 
released  pending  foe  decision  of . 
the  Court.  That  application  was 
refused  by  Mr  Justice  Macpherson 
in  the  Divisional  Court  an  Novem¬ 
ber  10. 1995!  on  the  ground  that  he 
was  unable  to  nde  that  the  dedsicn 


to  keep  Mr  Chahal  in  detention 
was  irrational  or  perverse,  particu¬ 
larly  bearing  in  mind  lhai  the 
evidence  relating  to  national  sec¬ 
urity  on  which  it  was  based  was 
not  available  to  him. 

The  application  was  lodged  with 
the  European  Commission  or  Hu¬ 
man  Rights  on  July  27.  1993  and 
declared  admissible  on  September 

I.  1994. 

In  its  judgment,  the  European 
Court  of  Human  Rights  hdd  as 
follows: 

1  Alleged  violation  of  article  3 

Mr  Chahal  claimed  that  if  he 
were  deported  to  India  there  was  a 
risk  that  he  would  be  tortured  in 
breach  of  article  3  of  the 
Convention. 

A  Applicability  of  article  3  in 
expulsion  cases 

It  was  weQ  established  in  the 
case  law  of  (he  Court  that  expul¬ 
sion  by  a  contracting  state  might 
give  rise  to  an  issue  under  article  3 
of  foe  Convention  where  substan¬ 
tial  grounds  had  been  shown  lor 
believing  that  an  individual  if 
expeDed,  would  face  a  real  risk  of 
bang  subjected  to  torture  or  in¬ 
human  or  degrading  treatment  or 
punishment  in  foe  receiving  coun¬ 
try:  see  Soaring  v  United  Kingdom 
(The  Times  July  8,  1989:  Series  A 
No  161  p35  paragraphs  90-91),  Cruz 
Voraz  and  Others  v  Sweden  (The 
Times  May  8 1991;  Series  A  No  201 
p28  paragraphs  69-70)  and 
VUvamjah  and  Others  v  United 
Kingdom'  (The  Times  November 

II,  1991;  Series  A  No  215  p34 
paragraph  103). 

B  Expulsion  cases  involving  al¬ 
leged  danger  to  national  security 

The  Court  reaffirmed  that  article 
3  enshrined  one  of  the  most 
fundamental  values  in  democratic 
societies:  see  Soering  paragraph 
88.  It  was  well  aware  of  foe 
immense  difficulties  faced  by 
states  in  modem  times  in  protect¬ 
ing  their  communities  from  terror¬ 
ist  violence. 

However,  even  in  those  circum¬ 
stances,  foe  Convention  prohibited 
in  absolute  terms  torture  or  in¬ 
human  or  degrading  treatment  or 
punishment,  irrespective  of  the 
person  in  question.  That  pro¬ 
hibition  was  equally  absolute  in 
expulsion  cases  of  conduct 

it  was  therefore  unnecessary  for 
the  Court  to  enter  into  a  consid¬ 
eration  of  the  Government's  un¬ 
tested.  but  no  doubt  bona  fide, 
allegations  about  Mr  Chahal's 
terrorist  activities  and  the  threat 
posed  by  him  to  national  security. 
The  only  relevant  question  was 
whether  substantial  grounds  had 


been  shown  for  believing  that  be 
would  be  ill  treated  in  India. 

C  Application  of  ankle  3 

Since  foe  Government  had  of¬ 
fered  to  remm  Mr  Chahal  lo  the 
airport  of  his  choice  in  India, 
evidence  relating  to  the  fate  of  Sikh 
mfinants  throughout  India,  and 
not  just  in  Punjab,  was  of  particu¬ 
lar  relevance. 

The  Court  was  persuaded  by 
evidence  corroborated  from  a 
number  of  sources,  including  re¬ 
ports  of  Amnesty  International,  the 
United  States’  Department  of  State 
Report  on  India  and  the  Indian 
National  Human  Rights  Com¬ 
mission.  that  until  mid- 1 994  at 
least,  elements  in  the  Punjab  police 
were  accustomed  to  act  without 
regard  to  the  human  rights  of 
suspected  Sikh  militants  and  were 
capable  of  pursuing  their  targets 
into  arras  of  Indian  far  away  from 
Punjab. 

In  recent  years  there  had  been 
improvements  in  the  human  rights 
situation  in  Punjab.  However, 
complaints  continued  to  be  made 
in  connection  with  the  Punjab 
police  and  no  concrete  evidence 
had  been  produced  of  any  fun¬ 
damental  reform  or  reorganisation 
of  the  force. 

Although  there  had  been  a 
change  in  leadership  in  1995,  the 
Director  General  who  had  pre¬ 
sided  over  some  of  the  worst 
abuses  this  decade  had  oily  been 
replaced  by  his  former  deputy  and 
intelligence  chief. 

Less  than  two  years  ago  that 
same  police  force  was  carrying  out 
well  documented  raids  inio  other 
Indian  states.  The  applicant's 
dajm.  that  any  recent  reduction  in 
foe  unlawful  activity  of  the  Punjab 
police  stemmed  from  the  fact  that 
all  foe  key  figures  in  the  campaign 
for  Sikh  separatism  had  been 
killed,  forced  abroad  or  rendered 
inactive  by  torture  or  foe  fear  of 
torture,  could  not  entirely  be 
discounted. 

The  Court  also  found  it  signifi¬ 
cant  that  attested  allegations  of 
serious  human  rights  violations 
had  been  levelled  at  the  police 
elsewhere  in  India,  for  example,  by 
the  United  Nations’  Special 
Rapporteur  on  Torture  and  the 
Indian  National  Human  Rights 
Commission. 

The  Court  did  not  doubt  the 
good  faith  of  the  Indian  Govern¬ 
ment.  which  had  made  assurances 
to  foe  British  Government  dial  Mr 
Chahal  “would  have  no  reason  to 
expect  to  suffer  mistreatment  of 
any  kind  at  the  hands  of  the  Indian 
authorities". 

However,  despite  the  efforts  of 


the  Indian  authorities  to  bring 
about  reform,  problems  persisted. 
Against  that  background,  the 
assurances  were  an  inadequate 
guarantee  of  safety. 

The  Court  further  considered 
that  Mr  Chahal's  high  profile  and 
foe  serious,  albeit  untested,  allega¬ 
tions  made  against  him  by  the 
British  Government  would  be 
likely  to  make  him  a  target  of 
interest  for  hard-line  elements  in 
the  security  forces. 

Accordingly,  the  Court  held. 
Judges  GoJcukJu.  Maischw.  Sir 
John  Freeland,  Baka.  Gotchev, 
Mifsud  Bonnid  and  Levits  dissent¬ 
ing.  that  the  order  for  Mr  Chahal's 
deportation  to  India,  if  im¬ 
plemented.  would  give  rise  to  a 
violation  of  article  3. 

II  Alleged  violation  of  article  5 
A  ArtideS-l 

It  was  not  disputed  that  Mr 
Chahal  had  been  detained  “with  a 
view  to  deportation"  within  the 
meaning  of  article  5.1(0.  Under 
that  provision,  all  that  was  re¬ 
quired  was  that  action  was  being 
taken  with  a  view  to  deportation. 

It  was  immaterial  whether  the 
underlying  decision  to  expel  was 
lawful  and  it  was  not  necessary  to 
show  that  the  detention  was 
“reasonably  considered  nec¬ 
essary'.  for  example  to  prevent  foe 
commission  of  an  offence  or 
escape.  The  deportation  proceed¬ 
ings  had.  however,  to  be  conducted 
with  due  diligence;  otherwise,  foe 
detention  would  cease  to  be 
permissible  under  foe  Convention. 

The  period  under  consideration 
commenced  on  August  16.  [990. 
when  Mr  Chahal  was  first  de¬ 
tained.  and  ended  on  March  3. 
1994.  when  the  House  of  Lords 
refused  leave  to  appeal. 

Although  he  had  remained  in 
custody  until  the  present  day.  foal 
latter  period  should  be  distin¬ 
guished  because  during  that  time 
the  Government  had  refrained 
from  deporting  him  in  compliance 
with  a  request  made  by  the 
Commission  under  its  Rules  of 
Procedure. 

Mr  Chahal's  case  had  involved 
considerations  of  an  extremely 
serious  and  weighty  nature.  It  had 
been  neither  in  his  interests  nor  in 
the  general  public  interest  in  the 
administration  of  justice  that  such 
decisions  be  taken  hastily,  without 
due  regard  to  ail  foe  relevant 
issues  and  evidence. 

In  foe  exceptional  circumstances 
of  the  ra<a>.  although  Mr  Chahal 
had  been  detained  for  a  length  or 
time  that  was  bound  to  give  rise  to 
concern,  none  of  foe  periods  taken 


by*  the  conns  or  foe  executive  for 
foe  various  decisions  in  the  domes¬ 
tic  proceedings  could  be  regarded 
as  excessive,  taken  either  individ¬ 
ually  or  in  combination. 

It  was  also  necessary  to  consider 
whether  there  existed  sufficient 
guarantees  against  arbitrariness. 
In  that  context,  foe  advisory  panel 
procedure  provided  an  important 
safeguard. 

The  paneL  which  included 
experienced  judicial  figures,  was 
ably  fully  to  review  the  evidence 
relating  ’to  foe  national  security 
threat  represented  by  foe  ap¬ 
plicant.  Although  its  repon  had 
never  been  made  public,  at  the 
hearing  before  the  Court  the 
Government  indicated  that  the 
panel  had  agreed  with  the  Home 
Secretary  that  Mr  Chahal  ought  to 
be  deponed  on  foe  ground  of 
national  security. 

The  Court  considered  that  (hat 
procedure  provided  an  adequate 
guarantee  that  there  were  at  least 
prima  facie  grounds  for  believing 
that,  if  Mr  Chahal  were  at  liberty, 
national  security  would  be  put  ai 
risk,  and  thus  that  the  executive 
had  not  acted  arbitrarily  when  it 
ordered  him  to  be  kept  in 
detention. 

It  followed  that  there  had  been 
no  violation  of  article  5.1.  Judges 
Gofcuklu.  Petti ti.  De  Meyer.  Mar¬ 
tens.  Palm  and  Makarczyk  in¬ 
dicated  their  dissent. 

B  Article  5.4 

Article  5.4  required  that  any 
deprivation  of  liberty  be  subject  to 
effective  judicial  control.  Mr 
Chahal  had  been  detailed  for  six 
years,  essentially  because 
successive  Home  Secretaries  had 
maintained  that  he  could  not  safely 
be  released  for  national  security 
reasons. 

However,  the  domestic  courts 
did  not  have  access  to  the  national 
security  evidence  against  him. 
Although  all  of  that  evidence  was 
reviewed  by  the  advisory  panel,  it 
did  not  offer  sufficient  procedural 
safeguards  to  quality  as  a  court 
within  the  meaning  of  article  5.4. 

The  Court  recognised  that  the 
use  of  confidential  material  might 
be  unavoidable  where  national 
security  was  at  stake.  That  did  not 
mean,  however,  that  the  national 
authorities  could  be  free  from 
effective  control  by  the  domestic 
courts  whenever  they  chose  to 
assert  that  national  security  and 
terrorism  were  involved. 

it  was  possible  to  employ  tech¬ 
niques  which  both  accommodated 
legitimate  security  concerns  about 
the  nature  and  sources  of  intelli¬ 


gence  information  and  yet  ac¬ 
corded  foe  individual  a  substantial 
measure  of  procedural  justice. 

In  conclusion,  the  Court  held 
unanimously  foal  there  had  been  a 
violation  of  article  5.4. 

III  Alleged  violation  of  article  S 
Given  the  Court's  finding  that  if 

Mr  Chahal  were  to  be  deponed  to 
India  there  would  be  a  violation  of 
article  3.  it  was  not  necessary  to 
decide  whether  it  would  also 
constitute  an  unjustifiable  interfer¬ 
ence  with  foe  applicants'  family 
life,  in  violation  of  article  & 

Judges  Petti  ti  and  De  Meyer 
dissented. 

IV  Alleged  violation  of  article  13 
The  applicants  claimed  that  they 

did  not  hare  available  to  them 
effective  domestic  remedies  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  their  complaints  under 
articles  3.  5  and  8.  In  view  of  its 
findings  under  articles  5.4  and  5.8. 
the  Court  only  had  to  examine  the 
complaint  under  article  13  com¬ 
bined  with  ankle  3. 

Given  the  fundamental  im¬ 
portance  of  the  prohibition  of 
torture  and  the  irreversible  nature 
uf  foe  harm  that  might  occur  if  foe 
risk  of  ill  treatment  materialised, 
an  effective  remedy  for  Mr 
Chahal's  article  3  complaint  re¬ 
quired  independent  scrutiny  of  his 
claim  that  he  would  be  ill  treated  if 
deported  to  India. 

Thai  scrutiny  had  lo  be  carried 
out  without  regard  to  what  he 
might  hare  done  to  warrant  expul¬ 
sion  or  lo  any  perceived  threat  to 
national  security,  since  those 
considerations  were  immaterial  in 
connection  with  article  3. 

However,  neither  the  advisory 
panel  nor  the  courts  could  review 
the  decision  to  deport  him  to  India 
with  reference  solely  to  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  risk,  leaving  aside  national 
security  considerations. 

Accordingly,  foe  Court  held 
unanimously  that  there  had  been  a 
violation  of  Article  13. 

V  Application  of  article  50 

In  view  of  its  decision  that  there 
had  been  no  violation  of  artide  5.1. 
(he  Court  made  no  award  of 
damages  in  respect  of  the  period  of 
time  Mr  Chahal  had  spent  in 
detention.  It  considered  that  the 
findings  of  violation  constituted 
sufficient  just  satisfaction  in  re¬ 
spect  of  the  other  complaints. 

The  applicants  had  daimed 
reimbursement  of  their  legal  costs 
in  the  Strasbourg  proceedings, 
totalling  £77,755.97.  The  Court 
considered  that  excessive  and 
awarded  £45.000,  less  foe  21.141 
French  francs  already  paid  in  legal 
aid  by  the  Council  of  Europe. 
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How  to  qualify  as  a  witness 


Regina  v  Miller 
Before  .  Lord  Justice  Rose.  Mr 
Justice  farham  and  Mr  Justice 
Hooper  .  T " 

^  [Judgment  November  141 
•y  A  person  who  did  not  give  oral 
evidence  but  whose  statement  was 
read  at  trial  pursuant  to  section  23 
of  the  Criminal  Justice  An  1968 
was  a  witness  far  the  purposes  of 
section  I(i}fn)  of  the  Criminal 
Evidence  Act  1898  and  the  judge 
could  permit  cross-examination  of 
the.  defendant  on  his  previous 
convktkns  where  imputations 
had  been  made  against  that  person 
by  the  defence. 

The  Gairt  of  Appeal  Criminal 
Divudon/so  hdd  in  dismissing  an 
a,  iea]  by  Vance  Miller  against  his 
con  victim  in  November  1995  at 
ManoKster  Crown  Court  Pudge 
Hammond  and  a  jury)  of  two 


counts  of  false  imprisonment,  one 
of  kidnapping  and  one  of  affray  for 
which  he  was  sentenced  to  concur¬ 
rent  .-tarns-  of-  18  months 
imprisonment 

Mr  Mkhael  Blakey.  wbo  did  not 
appear- below,  for  the.  appellant 
Mr  Bernard  Lever  far  the  Crown. 

LORD  JUSTICE  ROSE,  giving 
the  judgment  of  foe  court  said  that 
the  prosecution  case  was  .  that  the 
appellant  had  kidnapped  rate  Rob¬ 
ert  Macey  and  his  common-law 
wife.  Carol  Jones.  They  had  been 
neighbours  of  the  appellant  and 
the  offences  took  place  against  a 
background  of  a  missing  or  stolen 
kitchen  unh: 

At  foe  trial,  on  an  application 
made  under  section  23  of  the  1988 
Act.  the  statement  of  Carol  Janes 
was  read  because  she  felled  to 
attend  court  through  fear. 
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The  appellant  who  had  chosen 
to  represent  himself  at  the  crown 
court  called  a  Mr  Mugazne  who 
made  imputations  against  Carol 
Jones.  The  judge  accordingly 
permined  cross-examination  of  the 
appellant  in  relation  to  his  pre¬ 
vious  convictions,  under  section 
l(f)fu)  of  the  1898  Act 

On  appeal.  Mr  Blakey  argued 
that  it  was  not  as  a  matter  of  law. 
open  m  foe  judge  to  permit  that 
cross-examination  because  such 
imputations  as  were  made  by  Mr 
Mugame  in  foe  course  of  bis 
evidence  were  not  imputations 
made  against  a  witness. 

But  it  seoned  to  their  Lordships 
that  a  witness  within  section  l(f)(ii) 
was  a  person  with  material  evi¬ 
dence  m  jpve.  Such  evidence  might 
be  given  m  a  variety  erf  ways:  in  a 


Procedure  changes 
in  Patents  Court 


Patents  Court:  Practice 

explanation 

Desired  alterations  in  procedure  in 
the  Patents  Court,  partly  to  remove 
possible  confusions  in  authority, 
were  handed  down  by  Mr  Justice 
Jacob  in  the  Chancery  Division  oo 
February  19. 

Orders  following  judgment 

1  Where  a  judgment  was  made 
available  in  draft  before  being 
given  in  open  court  and  it  was 
desired  to  ask  the  court  for  an 
order  when  judgment  was  given, 
foe  parties  should,  in  advance  of 
dial  occasion,  exchange  drafts  of 
foe  desired  consequential  order.  It 
was  highly  undesirable  that  one 
party  should  spring  a  proposal  (Hi 
foe  other  for  the  first  time  when 
judgment  was  given. 

Experiments  not  part  of  normal 
research 

2  The  position  of  foe  admission  at 
trial  of  evidence  of  experiments 
cmdnrted  for  litigious  purposes 
bit  not  specifically  for  the  case  in 
hand  required  clarification. 

Order  104.  nde  12  of  the  Rules  of 
foe  Supreme  Court  referred  to 
establishing  “any  feet  by  experi¬ 
mental  proof.  That  included 
experiments  done  in  other  jurisdic¬ 
tions  or  any  other  experiments  not 
done  as  part  of  normal  research. 

In  future  the  standard  form  of 
order  made  on  the  summons  for 
(Erections  (itself  subject  to  vari¬ 
ation  for  any  particular  case) 
should  read  as  follows: 

-Where  a  party  desires  to  estab¬ 
lish  arty  feet  by  experimental 
proof,  including  an  experiment 
conducted  for  the  proposes  of 
litigation  or  otherwise  not  being 
an  experiment  conducted  in  the 
norma!  course  of  research,  he  shall 
[usual  appropriate  provisions  as  to 
service  of  a  notice  of  otperiments]. 

The  itaHrised  words  were  new  to 
foe  approved  draft  standard  order. 
Experiments  done  fpr  litigation 
but  not  (fifidosed 

3  The  ImeQecmal  Property  Court 
Users’  Committee  had 
foe  question  of 
ducted  by  a  party  for  the  ] 
of  litigation  but  not  disclosed  or 
adduced  by  it  following  foe  judg¬ 
ments  in  Honeywell  Ltd  v  Appli¬ 
ance  Components  Ltd 
funreporfed,  February  22.  19%) 
and  Electrolux  Northern  Ltd  v 
Black  e  Decker  (TheTbnes  May  b. 
1996). 

Asa  result  it  was  proposed  that 


in  future  it  should  be  a  require¬ 
ment  that  an  expert's  report  should 
indude  the  statement:  “I  know  of 
no  experiment  which  is  inconsis¬ 
tent  with  my  evidence." 

Further,  practitioners  were  re¬ 
minded  that  it  would  be  contrary 
to  their  duty  to  the  court  to  allow 
any  expert  evidence  to  be  given 
inconsistent  with  an  experiment  of 
which  they,  but  not  the  expert  had 
knowledge. 

immediate  assessment  of  costs 

4  In  appropriate  cases  the  Ifetents 
Court  would  adopx  a  more  vig¬ 
orous  approach  to  costs.  In 
particular  it  would  be  willing  to 
consider  applications  for  immedi¬ 
ate  assessment  by  foe  judge  who 
had  just  tried  foe  case  rather  than 
remit  the  matter  for  taxation.  Such 
an  assessment  could  be  done  on 
foe  basis  of  the  actual  detailed  bills 
sent  to  diems. 

Without  in  any  way  limiting  foe 
court's  discretion  as  to  when  it 
would  exercise  that  power,  it  might 
in  particular  be  exerdsed  in  a  case 
where  the  delays  caused  by  a 
taxation  of  costs  could  themsdves 
give  rise  to  injustice. 

Notices  to  admit  facts  in  an 
application  for  a  declaration  of 
nothinfringement 

5  Under  Order  104.  rule  ll(1)(a).  a 
list  of  documents  in  an  application 
for  a  declaration  erf  non-mfringe- 
raent  of  a  patent  must  be  served  Dy 
each  party  within  21  days  after 
service  of  the  notice  of  admissions 
under  nde  10®.  or  within  21  days 
after  the  dose  of  pleadings. 

However  Order  104,  rule  10  did 
not  expressly  cover  notices  to 
admit  facts  and  notices  of  ad¬ 
missions  in  an  application  for  a 
declaration  of  non-  infringement  of 
a  patent. 

A  rule  change  would  be  pro¬ 
posed  shortly  to  broaden  the  ambit 
of  rule  10.  In  the  meantime,  the 
parties  to  any  action  for  a  declara¬ 
tion  of  non-infringement  of  a 
patent  were  encouraged,  where 
appropriate,  to  serve  notices  to 
admit  facts  within  the  period 
provided  in  Order  104,  rule  10(1), 
Applications  for  mterfocntoiy 
iojaidiois  trial  dates 

6  When  an  application  for  an 
interlocutory  injunction  was  made 
foe  plaintiff  should,  where  prac¬ 
ticable.  make  prior  inquiries  and 
investigations  as  to  the  estimated 
length  of  trial  and  possible  trial 
drupe. 


Court  powerless  to  intervene 


deposition  before  justices  which 
might  subsequently  be  read  at  the 
trial  in  accordance  with  section 
13(3)  of  the  Criminal  Justice  Act 
1925 err  section  23  of  the  1988  Act;  in 
a  statement  of  a  witness  the  subject 
of  a  conditional  witness  order  or  a 
notice  of  additional  evidence  in 
accordance  with  section  9  of  the 
Criminal  Justice  Act  1967  which 
might  be  read  at  trial;  or  oraDy 
before  a  jury. 

In  all  three  cases,  there  was 
placed  before  the  jury  evidence  of 
equal  weight  for  their  consid¬ 
eration.  A  witness  was  none  foe 
less  a  witness  if  dead,  beyond  foe 
seas,  unfit,  not  required  or  unwill¬ 
ing  through  fear. 

Solicitors:  Burton  Copeland, 
Manchester  Crown  Prosecution 
Service.  North  West 


In  re  C  and  F  (Minors) 
(Adoption) 

Before  Lord  Justice  Butler-Sioss. 
Lord  Justice  Milieu,  and  Lord 
Justice  Waller 
pudgment  November  13] 

Where  an  adoption  agency  had 
issued  to  prospective  adoptive 
parents  a  notice,  under  section 
30(I)(b)  of  foe  Adoption  Ad  1976.  of 
the  agency's  intention  not  to  allow 
the  children  to  remain  in  the 
prospective  parents'  home,  and  the 
parents  had  not  before  issue  of  the 
notice  made  an  application  for  an 
adoption  order  under  section  30(2). 
there  was  no  jurisdiction  for  the 
court  to  intervene  under  section  30 
and  no  scope  for  an  application  for 
an  interim  order  under  section  25. 
which  was  irrelevant  to  the 
situation. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  hdd  in 
dismissing  an  appeal  by  a  prospec¬ 
tive  adoptive  father  from  the 
dismissal  by  Mr  Justice  Johnson  of 
foe  fathers  adoption  applications 
in  respect  of  two  children  which 
were  issued  after  receipt  of  a 
section  30(I)(b]  notice  of  the  focal 
authority's  intention  to  remove  the 
children. 

Mr  Jeremy  Pbsnansky.  QC  and 
Mr  Roger  Bickerdike  for  the 
father.  Mrs  Jill  Black.  QC.  for  the 
local  authority. 


LORD  JUSTICE  BUTLER- 
SIOSS  said  that  the  framework  of 
sea  ion  30  in  Part  IN  of  the  Art  was 
dear.  A  child  was  to  be  relumed  to 
the  adoption  agency  within  seven 
days  of  either  the  prospective 
adopters  (under  section  30H)(a))  or 
foe  agency  (under  section  30(l)(b)) 
giving  notice.  In  either  event  it  was 
a  matter  between  the  persons  with 
whom  the  child  had  been  placed 
and  the  agency  and  there  was  no 
recourse  to  the  court. 

Provision  was  made,  however, 
within  the  framework  for  foe 
decision  of  the  agency  to  remove 
the  child  placed  with  prospective 
adopters  after  an  adoption  applica¬ 
tion  was  made.  In  that  event,  and 
only  m  that  event,  the  focal 
authority  required  the  leave  of  the 
court  and  the  decision  was  that  of 
the  court  and  not  of  the  prospective 
adopters  or  of  the  agency. 

In  the  instant  case  the  notice  by 
foe  agency  was  given  in  advance  of 
foe  application  to  adopt  by  the 
father  and  there  was.  dearly,  no 
jurisdiction  in  Part  111  of  foe  Act  to 
enable  the  court  to  intervene. 

Mr  Posuansky  had  suggested 
that,  provided  the  prospective  par¬ 
ent  had  issued  his  application  to 
adopx  within  foe  seven-day  period, 
since  an  applicant  was  entitled  to 
apply  for  an  interim  order  under 
section  25  of  foe  Act  and.  if 


granted,  would  be  able  to  establish 
the  residence  qualification  re¬ 
quired  by  section  13.  foe  court 
should  adjourn  the  agemy’s 
application  to  dismiss  the  adoption 
applications  and  under  its  inher¬ 
ent  jurisdiction  grant  an  injunction 
restraining  the  agency  from 
removing  the  children  pending 
consideration  of  foe  section  25 
application  on  its  merits. 

The  reference  in  foe  heading  of 
section  25  to  “interim  orders" 
might  be  somewhat  misleading  to 
those  accustomed  to  interim  orders 
made  in  Children  Act  1989  or 
wardship  proceedings.  It  was  dear 
that  die  purpose  of  section  25  was 
wholly  different. 

It  appeared  to  be  comparatively 
little  used  in  contrast  lo  the 
frequent  use  of  interim  orders  in 
Children  Act  cases.  The  reason 
was  simple,  section  25  was  not 
intended  to  be  an  order  to  preserve 
the  status  quo  at  an  early  stage  or 
the  define  the  interim  position  of 
the  children  and  parties.  It  had  a 
different  purpose. 

It  was  there  to  give  additional 
powers  to  foe  court  where  all  foe 
necessary  matters  had  been  dealt 
with  at  foe  substantive  hearing  of 
the  adoption  application,  includ¬ 
ing  the  requirement  as  to  res¬ 
idence.  but  there  was  still  some 
doubt  about  foe  wisdom  of  making 


the  final  and  conclusive  adoption 
order.  The  minimum  period  of 
residence  required  by  section  13 
could  thus  be  extended  and  the 
determination  of  foe  application 
postponed. 

One  further  reason  for  rejecting 
Mr  Posnansky-s  argument  was  the 
difference  between  an  adoption 
order  and  a  Children  Art  order. 
Adoption  was  final  where  as  other 
child  orders  could  always  be 
changed  if  the  circumstances 
changed. 

In  particular,  her  Ladyship  was 
satisfied  that  section  25  was  not 
intended  to  give  to  a  person  with 
whom  the  children  were  not  living 
foe  opportunity  to  quality  as  a 
prospective  adopter  and  then  to 
adjourn  foe  hearing  of  the  adop¬ 
tion  applications  until  he  did 
quality. 

Lord  Justice  Millen  and  Lord 
Justice  Waller  agreed. 

Soliriiors:  SwitaisfciX  Wake¬ 
field.  Mr  James  W.  F.  Holt. 
Wakefield. 

Correction 

in  State  Bank  of  India  v  Sood 
and  Others  (The  Times  November 
7)  the  solicitors  for  the  third  and 
fourth  defendants  were  Vijay 
Shamia. 
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1986 
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tto  above  named  Company  ai  IS 
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FORMERLY  WASMWELL  LEISURE 
LOOTED 
AND 

Df  THE  MATTES  OF  THE 
□SOLVENCY  RULES  19S* 

In  aoctodanca  with  Bole  4206  of 

(to  Insolence  fain  1986. 
is  hereby  gba  Out 
Hobson  of  Fran. 

Mb9toH.Nte- 
too  Abbot.  Derail.  TQU  2fiU  mo 

ippabiN  Uqddsiw  of  the 

above  company  by  Ifaa  mombms 
on  14  November  199*. 

Doted  (Me  X9  Movabor  199* 


a  J  Hobs 
uounM- 


TOR 


PARLIAMENTARY  NOTICES 


IN  PARLIAMENT 
SESSION  1996-97 

GIROBANK  pic  (TRANSFER} 

NOTICE  15  HEREBY  GIVEN  (hat  application  is  being  made  to 
Parliament  in  the  present  Session  by  Girobank  pic  far  an  Act 
under  the  above  name  or  short  title  for  the  purposes  of  which 
the  following  Is  a  concise  summarys- 

To  provide  for  the  vesting  in  Alliance  and  Leicester 
pic  (“A&L")  of  the  undertakings  of  Girobank  pic  (“Girobank”) 
and  Alliance  &  Leicester  Personal  Finance  Limited  rALPF"); 
for  such  vesting  to  take  place  on  a  dale  or  dares  lo  be  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  directors  of  A&L  in  telaiion  to  all  property  and 
liabilities  of,  or  held  by.  Girobank  and  ALPF;  the  validation  of 
references  in  deeds  and  other  instruments:  staff  employment 
and  pension  rights;  the  saving  of  contracts,  statutory  provi¬ 
sions  and  other  documents,  powers,  authorities,  negotiable 
instruments,  bailment,  securities  and  proceedings  and  the 
provisions  of  the  Bankers'  Books  Evidence  Act  1 879;  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  accounts  and  of  interests  in  land;  and  la  make  fur¬ 
ther  provision  supplementary  lo  or  consequential  upon  the 
purposes  aforesaid,  including  the  application  of  the  intended 
Act  to  Scotland  and  Non  hem  Ireland. 

On  and  after  4th  December  1996  a  copy  of  the  Bill  for 
the  intended  Act  i 
price  of  £1  each  i 
Lane,  London:  ai 

Scottish  Administration  Centre,  Broughton  Street,  Edinburg 
at  the  Alliance  &  Leicester  Building  Society,  Regional  Office, 
63  Royal  Avenue,  Belfast;  and  at  me  offices  of  tne  undermen¬ 
tioned  Parliamentary  Agents. 

Objection  to  the  Bill  may  be  made  by  depositing  a 
Petition  against  W.  If  the  Bill  originates  In  the  House  of 
Commons  the  latest  date  for  depositing  such  a  Petition  In  the 
Private  Bill  Office  of  that  House  will  be  30th  January  1997;  K 
it  originates  in  the  House  of  Lords  the  latest  date  for  deposit¬ 
ing  such  a  Petition  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  tire  Parliaments 
in  that  House  will  be  6th  February  1997.  Further  information 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Private  Bill  Office  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  the  office  of  ihe  Oerfc  of  the  Parliaments,  House  of 
Lords,  or  me  undermentioned  Parliamentary  Agents, 

Dated  28th  November  1996 


JULIAN  HEPPLEWMfTE, 
Girobank  pic, 

49  Park  Lane, 

London  W1Y4EQ. 

Company  Secretary. 


SHERWOOD  &  CO., 
35  Great  Peter  Street. 
Westminster, 
London  SW1P3U, 

Parliamentary  Agents. 
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West  Indies  fear 


Warne’s  ability 
on  imperfect  pitch 
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Governing  t  s 
bodies  hit  '* 
by  cutback  j| 
in  funding 
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.  BY  John  Goodbopv 


From  Aian  Lee,  cricket  correspondent,  in  Sydney 


IF  Michael  Jackson  is  a  cricket 
follower,  which  seems  highly 
improbable,  he  might  be  mor¬ 
tified  by  the  suspicion  that  his 
visit  to  Australia  has  helped  to 
sabotage  the  hopes  and  aspi¬ 
rations  of  the  West  Indies 
team. 

The  American  musician 
gave  a  concert  last  week  at  the 
Sydney  Cricket  Ground.  It 
attracted  mixed  reviews,  as 
has  the  subsequent  discovery 
of  an  unusually  bare  pitch  for 
the  Test  match  which  begins 
on  the  ground  tomorrow. 

Australia,  who  have  Shane 
Wame,  are  delighted;  West 
Indies,  who  have  no  spin 
bowler  worthy  of  the  name, 
are  desolate. 

Officials  are  busily  denying 
a  link  between  the  concert  and 
the  state  of  the  surface,  but  it  is 
irrefutable  that  the  timing  of 
Jackson's  show  exacerbated 
the  problems  of  the  ground 
staff  in  preparing  a  suitable 
pitch  a  month  earlier  than  the 
traditional  Sydney  Test  date. 
It  is  also  questionable  whether 
the  growing  trend  of  using 
sports  ground  for  mass  atten¬ 
dance  concerts  is  appropriate 
to  the  peculair  requirements  of 
cricket 

Graham  Halbish,  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  Australian 
Cricket  Board  (ACB),  blames 
Pakistan  for  the  rescheduling 
of  the  Syndey  game.  “For  the 
second  year  running,  they 
were  unable  to  arrive  as  early 
as  they  said  they  would,"  he 
explained.  “This  meant  we 


could  not  get  our  one-day 
series  properly  started  at  the 
usual  time  and  had  to  fit  in 
another  Test" 

Halbish  was  highly  satis¬ 
fied  by  the  match  attendance 
of  more  than  50.000  in  Bris¬ 
bane,  15,000  above  the  ACB 
budget  and  the  biggest  Test 
crowd  at  the  Gabba  since  1982, 
but  he  warned  that  the  second 
Test  may  suffer  for  being 
considered  premature.  “Syd¬ 
ney  people  like  to  have  their 
Test  match  during  holiday 
time,”  he  said. 

However,  a  more  pressing 
question  than  whether  Sydney 
is  ready  for  the  West  Indies  is 
whether  the  West  Indies  are 
ready  for  Sydney.  Courmey 
Walsh,  their  noble  captain, 
was  making  all  the  right 
noises  yesterday,  but  he  is  well 
aware  of  his  team's  shocking 
record  on  the  ground  and  of 
the  probability  that  prevailing 
conditions  will  conspire 
against  them. 

Already,  they  are  1-0  down 
in  the  series  after  a  first 
Test  that  they  could  and 
should  have  dictated  from  the 
time  they  won  the  toss  on  an 
opening  morning,  when  the 
pitch  was  responsive  to  seam. 
Now,  in  an  entirely  different 
environment.  West  Indies  will 
be  hard-pressed  to  avoid  a 
second  defeat,  with  all  the 
potential  that  carries  for  frac¬ 
tured  spirit  and  diminished 
ambition. 

Faced  with  the  damning 
record  of  only  two  wins  in  12 


Openers  lay  fine  base 


ANDREW  HUDSON  and 
Gary  Kirsten,  the  South  Afri¬ 
ca  openers,  hammered  the 
India  bowling  attack,  helping 
their  side  to  an  impressive  539 
for  two  at  the  end  of  the  first 
day  of  the  second  Test  match, 
in  Calcutta  yesterday. 

Hudson  made  146  and  Kir¬ 
sten  contributed  102  in  a  stand 
of  236  which  fell  just  24  runs 
short  of  South  Africa's  first- 
wicket  record  set  by  Jack 
Siedfe  and  Bruce  Mitchell 
against  England  in  1930. 

The  pair  took  advantage  of 


perfect  batting  conditions  and 
sloppy  fielding  by  India,  who 
dropped  three  catches  in  front 
of  a  crowd  of  85.000  at  Eden 
Garden  as  South  Africa  set 
about  avenging  the  64-run 
defeat  in  the  first  Test  in 
Ahmedabad  last  week. 

Javagal  Srinath  broke  Kir¬ 
sten’s  stumps  with  an  in¬ 
cutter  in  the  first  over  after 
tea.  Hudson  was  dismissed 
an  hour  before  the  dose  by 
Venkatesh  Prasad. 


Sydney  Tests.  Walsh  prefers  to 
concentrate  on  a  different 
statistic.  "Last  time  we  came 
here,  four  years  ago.  we  lost  a 
Test  match  and  then  came 
from  behind  to  win  the  series." 
he  pointed  out. 

That,  however,  was  with  a 
team  of  greater  accomplish¬ 
ment,  scope  and  mobility  than 
die  present  combination, 
which  relies  too  heavily  an  the 
batting  of  Brian  Lara  —  who 
made  277  in  Sydney  in  1993  — 
and  the  bowling,  still  demand¬ 
ing  but  noticably  ageing,  of 
WaJsh  and  Curtly  Ambrose. 

One  of  the  more  blatant 
problems  afflicting  the  West 
Indies  is  the  lack  of  a  settled 
opening  pair.  Another  is  the 
absence  oF  a  high-quality 
wicketkeeper  to  support  the 
pace  attack.  This  is  nothing 
new.  They  have  been  strug¬ 
gling  for  some  years  to  replace 
the  pealess  batting  partner¬ 
ship  of  Gordon  Greenidge  and 
Desmond  Haynes  and  to  find 
a  suitable  successor  to  Jeffrey 
Dujcn- 

Nor  is  it  an  original  thought 
that  titty  lack  the  variety  of  an 
effective  spin  bowler.  This  has 
been  an  omission,  largely  of 
their  own  design,  far  most  of 
the  past  20  years.  Suddenly, 
though,  it  is  dragging  them 
down  because  their  own  fast 
bowling  is  not  what  it  was  and 
because  opposition  countries 
offer  more  mature  and  pene¬ 
trative  spin  than  for  many 
years  past. 

To  come  to  Australia  with¬ 
out  a  single  specialist  slow 
bowler,  as  West  Indies  have 
done,  is  tantamount  Bo  an 
admission  of  limitations  and, 
perhaps,  to  a  concession  of  ihis 
Sydney  Test  Whether  Austra¬ 
lia  choose  to  play  Peter  McIn¬ 
tyre  as  a  second  leg  spinner, 
or  settle  for  Michael  Bevan 
and  Mark  Waugh  as  part- 
timers,  Wame  has  the  perfect 
opportunity  to  confirm  his 
rehabilitation. 
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David  Lloyd.  the  coach,  makes  a  point  to  Alec  Stewart  during  England’s  net  session  in  Harare  yesterday 


Houghton  relies  on  inside  edge 

David  Houghton  sat  on  SllHOll  Wilde  finds  the  Zimbabwe  coach  ta*  o™  preparation  < 

the  verandah  outside  - ; - s - - ; — ; - —  the  pitches,”  Houghton  sail 

the  colonial-style  u&-  quietly  Confident  about  the  Tf^t  series  “but  I  have  spoken  to  the  hea 


Scoreboard,  page  47 


R  RoHM.  G  D  McGratfi,  M  5  Kaspixwacz.  J 
N  GSespte.  PEMdmym 
WEST  INDIES  (From)  SI  Carre***.  R  G 
Samuels.  B  C  Lora.  S  ChandopauJ.  C  L 
Hooper,  J  C  Adams.  C  O  Brown.  I  R 
Bohop.  CEL  Ambrose,  KCG  Benjamin.  C 
A  Walsh  (captain),  NAM  McLean  ' 


David  Houghton  sat  on 
the  verandah  outside 
the  colonial-style  par 
vflion  at  the  Harare  Sports 
Club  and  watched  the 
groundstaff  putting  the  finish¬ 
ing  touches  to  two  of  the 
pitches  that  the  touring  Eng¬ 
land  cricket  team  will  play  on 
in  the  next  week.  Between 
them,  looking  equally  virginal 
and  true,  lay  the  strip  for  the 
second  Test  match  that  starts 
on  Boxing  Day. 

Houghton,  Zimbabwe’s 
leading  batsman  and  coach, 
has  seen  countless  interna¬ 
tional  sides  play  at  this  oasis 
of  rural  charm  in  the  country's 
capital  and  knows  how  to 
read  tiie  runes.  "I  am  quietly 
optimistic,"  he  said.  “We  will 
give  them  more  of  a  fight  than 
they  think  we  will." 

Such  confidence  is  surpris¬ 
ing  for  a  man  so  intimately 
involved  with  a  team  that  has 
won  only  one  of  its  20  Test 
matches  and  he  concedes  that 
on  occasions  it  has  beei 
severely  dented. 

No  wonder.  On  the  face  of 
it  Zimbabwe’s  cricketing  re¬ 
sources  are  pitifully  thin.  The 
country  possesses  only  about 
350  adults  who  play  the  game 
seriously  —  mainly  in  week¬ 


end  leagues  —  and  there  are 
only  two  first-class  teams, 
Mashonahmd  and  Matabde- 
land.  and  just  nine  profession¬ 
als.  including  Houghton. 

The  national  squad  rarely 
meets  en  masse  because  of  the 
business  commitments  of  its 
amateur  members.  Last  week¬ 
end.  .  for  example, 
Mashonaiand  were  deprived 
of  three  of  their  leading  play¬ 
ers  because  Mark  Dekker  bad 
to  handle  a  shipment  of 
ostriches.  Andy  Waller  was 
planting  tobacco  on  his  farm 
and  Eddo  Brandcs's  chicken 
flock  was  side. 

Against  that,  tire  game  has  a 
strong  base  within  schools 
and  is  being  taken  up  enthusi¬ 
astically  by  Mack  Africans, 
tisree  of  whom  played  recently 
against  Pakistan.  And  if  one 
takes  account  of  the 
Zimbabweans  who  left  home 
to  pursue  professional  careers 
before  Test  status  was  granted 
—  such  as  Graeme  Hick. 
Kevin  Curran,  Trevor  Petmqy 
and  Steve  El  worthy—  there  is 
hardly  a  dearth  of  talent 

"1  have  sometimes  gone 
home  at  night  and  thought  to 
myself  that  we  should  really 
not  be  playing  Test  cricket," 
Houghton  said.  "But  then  I 


think  of  the  terrible  struggles 
rides  like  West  Indies  had  In 
their  early  years  as  a  Test 
counhy  and  realise  that  these 
are  still  early  days.  We  have 
not  been  disgraced.  We  must 
just  betid  it  together  and 
continue  to  expand  our  base. 
But  I  am  impatient  and  want 
results.” 

So  from  where  does 
Houghton's  sdf-bdief  about 
England’s  visit  spring?  It 
comes,  perhaps,  from  the 
knowledge  that  Engfand.have 
come  to  win  while  Zimbabwe 
would  be  satisfied  todxaw  the 
two  Tests.  “We  have  no  con- 


Houghton;  positive 


trol  over  the  preparation  of 
the  pitches,"  Houghton  said, 
"but  I  have  spoken  to  the  head 
groundsman  and  he  says  he  is 
preparing  two  pitches  to  last 
five  days.  They  wiU  not  be 
raging  turners."  England,  he 
implies,  may  get  frustrated. 

However,  the  key  factor  is 
that  Houghton  possesses  an 
intimate  knowledge  of  tire 
opposition  having  worked  as 
Worcestexshire’s  coach.  for 
two  yean.  He  is*  also  a  fine 
player  in  his  own  right,  the 
holder  pf  the  record  .Test  score 
for  his  country  [266 against  Sri 
Lanka  two  years  ago)  and 
averaging  almost  .5©  Jn  -  bis 
international  career. 

Houghton  has-  ‘  prepared 
pea-pictures  of .  tire  touring 
party  and  further  mrigh^i^ 
be  passed  on  to  lns  ade  nearer 
the  start  of  the  irteraatipBals 
in  mtHJedffliber,  one  of 
which  will  doubtless  be  Ene 
gland’s  perceived  weakness 
against  leg  spin  bowling.  Zim¬ 
babwe  possess  ajMghJy-prtjrm- ' 
'ismgejqxnreritSa-FauK&mg;'  ’• 

Houghton  isp9,  tire  oldest 
man  playing  Test  aided;  and 
he  intends  to  retire  eariy  next 
year.  "The  basis  ahoy  piaznto 
gfvrup.  has  always  be6n  the 
same.  I  want  to'Seenmy  family  ■ 
and  I  hardly 'ever  da  It  is  Aid 
playing  that  must  stop , 
because  I  am  very  keen  to 
cany  on  tioadring  •  in 
England.” 


the  Government  yesterday 
broke  its  pledge  that  money 
from  the  National  Lottery 
would  not  affect  the  revenue 
funding  of  the  sports  counrils* 
Figures  from  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  National  Heritage 
confirmed  that  there  will  be  a 

ten  per  cent  cut  in  public 

funding  of  the  United  King¬ 
dom  and  English  Sports 
Councils  between  1995  and 
2000,  even  if  inflation  remains  * 
static.  * 

The  councils  will  get  £45.4 
million  for  1997-98  compared 
with  £47.5  million  in  the 
present  year.  Even  if  the 
£400,000  earmarked  for  chil¬ 
dren's  play,  which  next  year 
will  be  given  to  the  National 
Flaying  Fields  Association,  is 
:  discounted,  the  total  figure 
still  represented  the  second 
.  successive  year  that  funding 
hasdedined. 

.  The  Government  yesterday 
argued  that  the  money  was 
exactly  what  had  been  origi¬ 
nally  budgeted  and  planned  a 
year  ago.  Iain  Sproat,  the 
Minister  for  Sport;  said  after 
speaking  at  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence  of  the  Central  Council  of 
Physical  Recreation  (CCPRJ  at 
Market  Bosworth.  that  the 
funding  was  ata  standstill  this 
year.  M 

He  said:  The  Treasury  « 
wanted  to  cut  public  spending 
fix-  the  reasons  which  the 
Chancellor  explained  yester¬ 
day  [in  the  Budget}  and  sprat 
had  to  play  its  part  There  was 
so  much  money  coming  into 
sport  from  elsewhere  that 
there  was  no  doubt  that  it  had 
ah  influence  on  the  Treasury's 
thinking.  It.  is  not  just  the 
National  Lottery  but  the 
amount  of  money  from 
television.” 

'  Mr  Sproat  did  not  explain 
4hatxhostof.tiie  smaller  bodies 
aided  by  the  sports  councils  do 
not  benefit  man  the  huge 
.sums  available  from  television 
Contracts  with  large  organ¬ 
isations,  such  as  the  FA  Pre- 
xhrer  lea^ie.  However,  it  is 
true  that  many  sports  will  be 
helped  by  the.  £40  million  of 
iiwvaaae^unding  for  elite  ath- 
-tefira, announced  recently. 

Mr  Sproat  told  tiie  confer¬ 
ence  that  he  expected  tiie 
sports  councils  to  make  some 
"turtber  modest  savings”.  He 
saitfc  "TOere  is  still  room  fix: 
further  efficiency  savings  at  , 
the  sports  councils.  Hie  mis-  r 
rion  nowadays  is  to  seek  • 
continual  Improvement.  We 
cannot  stand  stHL™  ; 
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By  Robert  Sheehan,  bridge  correspondent 

Many  experts,  and  most  spectators,  dislike  complicated  bidding . 
systems.  Demetri  Marchessini’s  “Natural"  teams  have  certainly 
played  good  and  entertaining  bridge  using-siznple  methods 
comprehensible  to  the  man  in  tiie  street:  The  organisers  of  the 
Macallan  international  pairs  tournament  are  following  this 
approach  for  the  1997  event:  rally  simple  bidding  systems  will  be 
,  allowed.  However,  I  think  It  is  dear  that  an  artificial  method 
played  well  has  an  edge  over  a  natural  one.  The  faro  for  the 
“best  bid  hand"  at  the  1996  Lederer  Memorial  Trophy  was  won 
by  Jason  and  Justin  Hacfcett.  for  this  effort. 

Dealer  East  Low  all  IMPS 


By  Raymond  Keene 

CHESS  CORRESPONDENT 
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Top  marks' 

Although  Bulgaria  has  produced  a 
number  of  strong  players  in  post¬ 
war  chess,  such  as  Bobwspy. 
Tringov.  Padevsky  andvksa 
Geotgiev,  ii  is  only  m  recent  years  . 
that  a  Bu Igarian  grancDhasta  6as 
penetrated  to  the  highest  edidons  • 
of  numtatinnal'  mess.  Vesetin 
Topalov  has  defeated  Kaipannratr 
sevcral  occasions,  earned  a  pfaor  ar 
Las  Palmas  by  virtue  of  Ins  . 
ranking  intbevrorkTstop  six/airi 
notched  up  an  enviable  stream  of 
first  prizesm  top  events  in  1996.  He 
is  also  no  respecter  erf  great  names, 
as  die  jgfinte  tteby showfc.  *’  •  •" 
Wfazte  Vesefin  Ibpalov 
Blade  Garry  Kasparov 
Amsterdam  1996  -  7 


Full  details  and  analysis 
of  what  the  Chancellor 
has  in  store  for  higher 
and  further  education 
in  The  Times  Higher 
Education  Supplement 
at  newsagents  tomorrow. 
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Sleffian  Defence 

1  B4  CS 

Z  NE3  d6 

3  d4  c«M  1 

4  Nxd4  NfB  , 

5  Nc3  -  as 

6  Be4  s6  . 

7  B63  Nbd7 


31  Rat 

32  h4 

33  Kfl 
"34-  Kf2 

35  KB. 

36  Re4 

37  .Rg* 

38  KM 

39  0*84 

40  M 

41  <3 

42  Qc8 

.  43  Qa8+ 
44  04 
46  115- 
48  H6 
47-  Qd5  ' 

48  KB 

49  Ob7 

50  Oba+ 

51  Qxb6 

52  Qe6+- 

53  Qxe3 
■54  OB4  . 

55  Kf4 

56  Ob7+ 

57  Qc8+ 

58  Oc7 
59-  gxh5 
80.  CIxaS 

81  Ke4 

82  Kd5 

83  Qc7 


Contract:  Four  Hearts  by  South.  Land:  not  of  apsda* 


This  is  the  explanation  of  the 
bidding: 

(11  Askmg  for  five-card  majors. 

(2)  Denying  a  five-card  major. 

(3)  Showing  four  hearts,  forc¬ 
ing  to  2  NT. 

(4}  Denying  four  hearts  and 
showing  less  than  a  maximum. 
(^  Natural  and  forcing. 

(6)  Showing  three-catti  heart 
support. 

(I)  WeD  judged. 

Four  Hearts  is  much  the 
best  game  contract.  3  NT  goes 
two  off  on  a  spade  lead,  and 
with  the  king  of  diamonds 


wrong"  Eire  Diamonds  also 
goes  down.  Four  Hearts 
makes  when  the  hearts  are  3-3 
or.  if  they  are  4-2,  if  the  king  of 
.  diamonds  is  anside. 

f  don’t  advocate -such  com¬ 
plicated  methods,  bui  from 
time  to  time  they  undoubtedly 
scare  a  gori— after.  South  has 
opened  1  NT  there,  is  no  rea¬ 
sonable  way  to  Four  Hearts 

using  natural  methods. 

□  Robert  Sheehan  writes  on 
bridge  Monday  ,  to  Friday  In 
Sport  and  in  the  Weekend 
section  on  Saturday.  . 


12  cus 

13  QB 


22  Bf7+ 

23  IW 

24  BcS 

25  (tkm 

28  fU5 
27  QM 
as  flten 

29  -Rxdl 

30  Qfi 


om  IXMORROW 
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THE  TINES 


By  PtuRp  Howard 


HIGHER 


EDDCfiTION  SUPPLE  M  ENT 


PYKNIC 

a.  An  alfresco  supper 

b.  A  computer  cursor 
a  Short  and  squat 


ZEIGARNIK 

a.  A  Balkan  irregular 

b.  A  sacrifice  at  Chess 

c.  Remembering  work 


EMUNCTORY 

a.  Hortative 

b.  A  feudal  Court  official 

c.  Nose-htowing  - 
LIMPOPO 

a.  A  surrogate  father 

b.  The  avocado 

c.  A  Nigerian  chieftain 

Answers  on  page  50 


White  to  ptay.  This  position  is 
from  the  game  Alekhine  — 


ahead,  his 


j  jea  to  my  jurisdiction  as 
l  Coroner."  he  raid. 


Leading  article,  page  23 


indude  tiie  "sender's  T 

and  address  for  a  reply-  I 


SNOOKER:  PRESSURE  MOUNTS  IN  BATTLE  TO  BE  WORLD  NO  1 


EfflC  WHTTEHEAD 


By  ran.  Yates 

AN:  INTRIGUING  subplot  to 


icmship  at  ErestanGuild  Hall 
is  the  japping  ,  battle  for  top 
spotltetne  provmonai  world 
rankings  .between  Stephen 
Hendry  and  John  Higgins, 
both,  iff  .whom  have  reached 
the  quarter-finals.  - 

Hendry,  who  until  recently 
was'  ^SO  bemg  challenged  by ' 
Petec.Ebdm.  locked  set  to 
empy  more  breathing  space 
wfeiTfiggins'  trailed  Tony 
Da®*,#?  Malta, '.fro  in  the 
first  session  of  their  third- 
round  oKounier  on  Monday. 

However,  tiie-amiabte  Scot, 
21, .  recovered  to  snatch  a 
dramatic  .9-8  victory  late  on 
/lYiesdsep  evening  with  a  last 
red  to  black  clearance  of  35  in 
a  naatbithig  deciding  frame. 

AHMoEhheplayedappre- 
ciaNy  below  his  best  Higgins 
wiU  draw  considerable  .en¬ 
couragement  from  die  man- 
nerinwhich  -he  coped  with 
such  intense  pressure,  when 
one  imstake  rxuld  have  spelt 
the  end  of  fais  tide  hopes.  . 

who  faces  Mark ' 


Wfifiams  today,  had  begun  in 
dcrubttris  ability  to  prevail  in. 
.  such  fraught  finishes.  Indeed, 
l"‘ sneht  ma  —  ' 


oven  a  pqor  positioiial  shot 
and  subsequent  -missed  pink 
mat  would  have  secured  a" 
.  13-11  quarter-final  win  over  ' 
Rrmrue  ’  O’Sullivan  in  the 
world  championship.  : 

•.  He  lost  me  match  13-12,  a 
result . .  that  served  ■  to  com¬ 
pound  the  disappointment 
generated  by  his  9-8defisat  on 
the  blade,  ball,  against  .Nigel 
Bcndm  the  British  Open  final 
a  jfew  weeks  earlier. 

.  ,'^TVhenlhe  score  reached  8-8 
against  Tony  aO  I  could  think 
about  was  what  had  happened 
against  Ronnie  and  NigeL  I 
would  have  been  heartbroken 
to  lose  again  arid  that's  why  I 
was  so  relieved,"  Higgins, 
who  indulged  in  an  uncharac¬ 
teristic  display  of  emotion  -by 
lifting  his  arms  aloft  when 
victory  was  secured,  said. 

Higgins,  who  only  avoided 
a.  first-round  defeat  fey  recov¬ 
ering  horn  'ah  8-7  deficit  to 
edge  Steve  Newbury  9-8,  has 
expended  far  more  nervous 
energy  than  Ken  Doherty, . 


who  is  brimming  with  confi¬ 
dence  and,  in  buDdmg  a  5-3 
.lead  over  Alain  Robidoux  yes- 


prime  candidate  -.  for  this 
£70.000  first  prize.  .... 

An  88  drarance;  allowed  to 
continue  by  an  -outrageous 
fluke  ,  an  the  last- red,  gave 
Doherty  the  opening  frame;  be 
led  2-0  by  potting  yellow  to 


THRD  ROUND:  J  Hkjofre  (Scat)  bt  A 

OUABTER-fMAiS:  K  Doherty  Are)  beds  A 
Robidoux  lCan}  &-3:  A  Me Mara  (S asfl 
lavei  w&  J  PaaroerEnfll  -M. 


pink  and  moved  3-1  ahead 
with  a  wefl  constructed  break 
erf  71  in  thefourth. 

Robidoux,  who  was  victori¬ 
ous  in  His  previous  two  meet¬ 
ings  with  Doherty,  won  a  low- 
scoring  fifth  frame  before 
1  evefling  the  match  at  3-3, 
courtesy  off  a  run  of  98.  Indeed, 
he  wasan  course  to  equal  the 
highest  break  of  tiie  event’s 
televised  phase  —  held  at 
present  by  Hendry  with  140  — 


when  he  jawed  a  black  from 
short  range.  • 

Stalling  the  French-Canadi- 


“U  J  iliuuibiuum,  A^UliU  IJ  vuir 

vindrigly  won  the  seventh 
frame  and  established  a  two- 
frame  cushion  entering  the 
final  session  with  a  54  break. 

John  Parrott,  the  United 
Kingdom  champion  in  1991. 
and  Alan  McManus,  his  con¬ 
queror  in  the  semi-finals  of  the 
Regal  Scottish  Masters  in 
September,  were  level  at  4-4 
after,  opening  exchanges  in 
which  neither  player  could 
assert  his  authority. 

McManus,  1-0  and  2-1 
down,  led  3-2  by  snatching  the 
frame  on  the  black  after 
Parrott,  29  points  to  the  good 
with  only  the  colours  remain¬ 
ing,  had  gone  in  off  the  yellow. 
In  the  sixth  frame.  Parrott 
administered  a  dose  of 
McManus's  own  medicine  by 
rallying  from  60  points  adrift 
with  a  71  clearance. 

Having  fallen  4-3  behind, 
McManus,  renowned  for  pro¬ 
ducing  his  best  in  adversity, 
accounted  for  the  dosing 
frame  of  the  afternoon  in  a 
single  visit  with  a  90  break. 


Robidoux  at  the  table  yesterday  against  Doherty,  the  world  No  7,  who  leads  the  French-Canadian  5-3 


FOOTBALL 
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Tuesday’s  tats  results 
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mUdtoteuW  {Brrafer 
(SJwffiAdJ  H  Tory  Ford 


Second  Test  match 

India  v  South  Africa 

GALGUrjX  (Soutfi  Africa  eon  tosq)-  Sbuh 
Afttn-MM  flOOMd  330  tof  bo  mdekota 
Wahamdn 

■  SOUTH  NHKFMMnp 

AC  Hudson  tj  Pwnd _ _ _ 146 

QKlraUotiSiMti  - - 102 

H  H  Gbba  not  out _ 28 

DjQAran  nett  out _ 29 

EjCraaflaS,  8)20.  ri>B)  ... .  J - ...  34 

ToMp«MiJ _ _ _ » - BOB 

*w  JQeteBtt  MoUdtm.  LMuasnar:  JO  J 
rechwdSSirP  L  Syntax. A  A  DonsM  and 
PRManaktte 
WJ.  t3FMt3CtS:T-23a.  2-2BS 
Baaajwisriwti  anao-i; PiwMi-wa- 
63-1.  Gangiiy  3-1-IOft 

Kiwte  l  M.«Oi  Hmni  w-2-51-0. 
WMAlU  S  Dnwid.  IN  R  Mango,  5  C 
Q*wA.  %  H  Tmftttkw.  M  Azteu2fi\ 
V V  SLnman,  J  Snath,  A  Kumbta,  S  Joah, 
BKVPond,  NO  Havant. 
Um^^8£Coen^paite*N  and  ■ 

TCXn  MATCH:  tatamdhMl  tons  dwT 
Enpand  UMv-IB  1M  (D  J  SMbs  63); 
Uanabad  Unte-iB  1640.  Entfand  bad 
temabad  ay  30  urn 
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success  for  Scliwarz  on  Miclielin. 


Armin  Schwarz  powered  his  Michelin  Pilot-shod 
Toyota  Celica  through  atrocious  winter 
conditions  to  win  this  year's  Network  Q  RAC  rZ> 
Rally .  It  was  Armin  Schwarz's  first  victory  in 
this  rally,  one  of  the  world’s  most  arduous  events. 


But  the  real  winner  is  you  the  motorist.  Tyres 
SvS\  tested  to  the  limits  in  motorsport  ensure  you 
get  Pilots  that  excel  in  their  performance  on 
j  the  road.  Select  the  top  gear  for  your  car  -  fit 
*  Michelin  Pilot  high  performance  tyres. 


48  SPORT 
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FOOTBALL 


Case  unwilling  to 
pack  his  bags 
despite  Cup  exit 


JIMMY  CASE,  the  Brighton 
and  Hove  Albion  manager, 
said  yesrerday  that  he  would 
not  leave  the  Nationwide 
League's  bottom  dub  despite 
their  FA  Cup  exit  at  the  hands 
of  Sudbury  Town,  of  the  Dr 
Martens  League,  in  a  first- 
round  replay  at  the  Goldstone 
Ground  on  Tuesday  night 

Case,  who  spent  more  than 
an  hour  fielding  questions 
from  irate  supporters  outside 
the  ground  after  Brighton's 
defeat  in  a  penalty  shoot-out 
is  determined  to  improve  the 
club's  fortunes. 

"I  speak  to  a  lot  of  people 
within  the  game  and  they  all 
say  what  a  job  I  have.  I  am  not 
sure  if  there’s  anyone  who 
would  take  it  if  it  became 
available.  To  go  out  of  the  FA 
Cup  to  Sudbury  is  birterly 
disappointing,  but  it  goes  a  lot 
deeper  than  just  this  one 
particular  game.  Unsettling 
events  have  been  going  on 
since  before  1  took  over  and  it's 
tike  having  one  hand  tied 
behind  your  back" 

“We  haven't  had  any  good 
news  for  such  a  long  time, 
although  I've  been  around 
long  enough  to  know  thar 
things  can  eventually  turn  in 
football  and  I  am  prepared  to 
keep  chipping  away." 

Brighton  fell  behind  to  Ian 
Brown's  goal  but  they  equal¬ 
ised  before  half-time  through 
Craig  Masked,  the  former 
Southampton  striker,  before 
the  non-league  side  triumphed 
4-3  in  the  shoot-out. 

“1  never  had  any  doubt  that 
we  could  win  it,"  Richie 
Pbwling,  the  Sudbury  manag¬ 
er.  said.  “The  key  to  our 
success  was  that  all  the  play¬ 
ers  were  hungry  and  keen  to 
cause  an  upset.  Sudbury  is 
only  a  small  market  town  and 
with  our  resources  the  result  is 
a  magnificent  achievement" 


By  Our  Sports  Staff 

Clive  Walker  was  described 
as  a  “shining  example"  after 
Woking  added  to  their  FA  Cup 
giamkilling  repertoire  by  dis¬ 
missing  MillwaU,  the  Nation¬ 
wide  League  second  division 
leaders,  in  a  replay  at  the  New 
Den. 

Walker.  39.  the  former  Chel¬ 
sea  forward,  drew  heavily  on 
his  vast  experience  to  slide  in 
the  only  goal  and  set  the 
Vauxhall  Conference  team  on 
course  for  a  second-round 
meeting  with  Cambridge  Uni¬ 
ted.  Walker  struck  after  nine 
minutes  to  add  to  the  penalty 
he  had  scored  in  a  2-2  draw  in 
the  first  meeting. 


Gillingham  revealed  yester¬ 
day  that  Matt  Bryant,  their 
defender,  missed  the  defeat 
by  Ipswich  in  the  Coca-Cola 
Cup  not  because  of  the 
reported  stomach  upset  but 
because  he  had  40  pellets 
embedded  in  his  leg  after  a 
weekend  shooting  accident 
near  his  home  in  BristoL 


Woking,  who  famously  won 
an  FA  Cup  tie  4-2  at  West 
Bromwich  Albion  in  1991  be¬ 
fore  losing  1-0  away  to 
Everton.  then  withstood  fierce 
pressure  as  MillwaU  fell  at  the 
first  hurdle  for  the  first  time 
since  losing  to  Slough  Town  in 
1982 

It  is  the  seventh  successive 
season  that  Geoff  Chappie's 
side  have  reached  the  second 
round  and  Chappie  paid  trib¬ 
ute  to  the  contribution  made 
by  Walker.  “Clive  Walker  was 
a  shining  example  to  the 
others  and  deserves  his  man- 
of-the-match  award.  Not 
many  39-year-olds  can  be  as  fit 
as  he  is."  he  said. 

Duane  Darby,  who  nearly 
did  not  play  because  of  an 


injury,  completed  a  double 
hat-trick  for  Hull  City,  of  the 
Nationwide  League  third  divi¬ 
sion,  to  help  them  ro  an  8-4 
win  over  Whitby,  the  North¬ 
ern  League  team,  after  extra 
time. 

Whitby  were  leading  4-3 
when  Darby  claimed  his 
fourth  goal  of  the  night  a 
minute  from  the  end  of  normal 
time.  Terry  Dolan,  the  Hull 
manager,  said:  "Duane  had  a 
knock  on  his  knee  and  has 
been  feeling  under  the  wea¬ 
ther.  If  we  had  had  another 
striker  available  he  wouldn’t 
have  played." 

Jason  Cundy  woke  up  yes¬ 
terday  in  hospital  with  a 
throbbing  head  after  Ipswich 
Town  secured  a  place  in  the 
last  eight  of  the  Coca-Cola  Cup 
at  Portman  Road,  but  it  was 
not  the  celebration  that  caused 
his  discomfort. 

His  first  match  since  the 
completion  of  a  £200,000 
move  from  Tottenham  Hot¬ 
spur.  a  1-0  defeat  of  Gilling¬ 
ham.  of  the  second  division, 
lasted  only  35  minutes  after  he 
received  a  kick  on  the  temple 
from  Steve  Butler  which  pro¬ 
duced  a  wound  requiring  sev¬ 
en  stitches. 

George  Burley,  the  Ipswich 
manager,  said:  “We  decided  to 
put  Jason  in  hospital  for  the 
night  because  it  would  proba¬ 
bly  have  been  dangerous  to  let 
him  drive  back  home  to 
London.  And  he's  got  to  be 
doubtful  now  for  our  league 
game  at  Tranmere  on  Satur¬ 
day.  It  is  a  shame  but  just 
about  par  for  ihe  course  for  us 
this  season.  Our  injury  list  is 
well  into  doubie  figures  now." 

Simon  Milton,  the  Ipswich 
midfield  player,  also  joined 
the  growing  casualty  list  with 
a  knee  injury  that  looks  likely 
to  keep  him  out  for  at  least 
three  weeks. 


Southgate  writhes  in  agony  after  suffering  a  recurrence  of  his  ankle  injury  at  Selhurst^Paxk,  on  Tuesday 


By  Richard  Hobson 

ASTON  VILLA  will  discover 
today  the  full  extent  of  the 
ankle  injury  suffered  by  Gar¬ 
eth  Southgate  on  Tuesday 
nighL  The  England  defender 
is  d  ue  to  go  for  an  X-ray,  but  at 
the  very  least  he  will  be  out  for 
four  weeks.  After  his  meteoric 
rise  from  being  a  sound  dub 
player  to  one  of  the  stars  of  the 
European  championship.  his 
popularity  seemingly  untain 
ted  by  his  missed  penalty  in 
the  semi-final  against 
Germany,  it  effectively  brings 
down  the  curtain  on  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  year. 

Southgate’s  ankle  is 
severely  bruised  and,  if  bone 
damage  is  revealed,  he  will 


struggle  to  recover  suffidently 
to  be  considered  by  Glenn 
Hoddle,  the  England  coach, 
for  the  World  Cup  qualifying 
match  against  Italy  at  Wem¬ 
bley  on  February  12 

Southgate,  26,  collapsed  sev¬ 
en  minutes  from  the  end  of  the 
Coca-Cola  Cup  fourth-round 
defeat  against  Wimbledon 
after  he  attempted  to  block  a 
shot  from  Mick  Harford.  He 
was  taken  off  on  a  stretcher 
and  it  emerged  that  he  had 
suffered  a  recurrence  of  the 
problem  that  surfaced  when 
England  played  Poland  on 
October  9.  forcing  him  to  miss 
three  matches  tor  his  dub 
subsequently. 

Brian  Little,  the  Villa  man¬ 
ager,  said:  "It  is  a  major 


GOLF:  GALLAGHER  COMFORTS  FELLOW  SCOT  WHO  FAILED  TO  WIN  PLACE  ON  EUROPEAN  TOUR 

Card  school  deals  fallen  Sherry  a  bad  hand 


By  John  Hopkins 

GOLF  CORRESPONDENT 

GORDON  SHERRY  and  Stephen 
GaJIacher.  who  were  two  of  the 
brightest  hopes  in  British  amateur 
golf,  this  morning  take  the  first 
diverging  steps  in  their  careers  as 
professional  golfers. 

Gailacher.  22  won  his  card  in  the 
European  Tour  qualifying  school, 
which  ended  in  Spain  on  Tuesday 
evening,  and  thus  has  the  right  to  play 
in  many  of  the  same  events  in  1997  as 
Colin  Montgomerie  and  Ian  Woos- 
nam.  This  is  an  achievement  of  some 
mcriL  since  a  recurring  pain  in  his 
lower  back  kept  him  off  the  golf  course 
for  most  of  1996.  indeed,  it  was  only  a 
matter  of  weeks  ago  that  the  injury  had 
improved  sufficiently  for  him  to  hit  golf 
balls  without  feeling  pain. 

By  contrast,  there  is  little  that  is 


sweet  in  the  future  for  Sherry.  22  who 
foiled  to  get  his  card  by  three  strokes 
and  whose  disappointing  performance 
in  S  pain  was  in  keeping  with  a  series  of 
misfortunes  that  befell  him  throughout 
1996.  If  more  is  learnt  from  setbacks 
than  triumphs,  then  Sherry  is  already 
well  on  his  way  to  achieving  the  son  of 
position  in  golf  that  his  precocious 
skills  once  suggested.  Unlike  most 
young  professionals,  he  is  not  short  of 
money.  He  has  an  impressive  string  of 
sponsors,  as  well  as  an  attachment  to 
the  Loch  Lomond  golf  dub,  to  cushion 
his  fall  from  grace. 

There  is  no  real  reason  why  Sherry 
should  not  become  a  very  good 
professional  though,  with  hindsight,  it 
is  now  dear  that  many  of  his  outstand¬ 
ing  achievements  were  realised  in  a 
golden  spell  of  just  a  few  months.  His 
immediate  plan  is  to  play  in  the  Hong 
Kong  and  Mauritius  Opens  and  then 


fly  to  Arizona  to  work  on  his  game  and 
have  a  well-earned  rest 

From  the  moment  that  he  smothered 
his  opening  drive  in  the  sixth  round  on 
Tuesday,  sending  it  spinning  into  a 
wall  no  more  than  150  yards  from  the 
tee.  Sherry  seemed  ill  at  ease.  The 
cheery  and  confident  young  man, 
described  by  Greg  Norman  as  a  breath 
of  fresh  air  in  the  professional  game 
during  the  1995  Open,  was  replaced  by 
one  whose  outlook  seemed  to  be 
grumpy.  Dare  one  say  it.  but  he  bore 
more  similarities  to  Montgomerie  in 
his  ill  humour  than  to  his  former  self. 

Next  year  Sherry  will  compete 
mainly  on  (he  Challenge  Tour,  which 
may  give  him  the  chance  to  learn  his 
craft,  to  learn  how  to  read  greens,  how 
to  improve  his  putting,  which  was 
woeful  in  Spain,  to  turn  a  five  into  a 
four  instead  of  a  six. 

“I  feel  for  Gordon."  Gailacher  said. 


“He  is  a  superb  player.  I  have  played 
with  many  great  golfers  and  Gordon  is 
one  of  the  best"  Such  a  warm  tribute 
was  in  keeping  with  the  generous  and 
uncomplicated  nature  of  Bernard 
GaUacher’s  nephew. 

Gailacher  has  certain  advantages 
over  his  fellow  Scat  Less  academic 
than  Sherry,  who  has  a  degree  in 
biochemistry,  he  may  be  able  to  leave 
his  golf  on  the  course  and  not  allow  it  to 
intrude  into  his  mind  at  other  times. 
The  way  he  played  his  best  golf  in  the 
sixth  round,  when  the  pressure  was  at 
its  greatest  and  the  wind  made  the  first 
nine  holes  at  San  Roque  a  considerable 
test,  suggests  a  rosy  future. 

On  Tuesday  nighL  Gallacher’s  cele¬ 
brations  included  champagne  provid¬ 
ed  by  James  Slattery,  a  lottery  winner 
and  member  of  his  home  dub. 
Bathgate.  For  Gailacher,  if  not  for 
Sherry,  the  champagne  was  justified. 


setback  for  both  of  us  and  a 
tag  worry  for  Gareth  because 
he  genuinely  thought  he  was 
over  the  problem.  We  are 
keeping  our  fingers  crossed 
but  he  will  be  a  bigloss  to  us 
for  however  long  he  is  ouL" 
Villa  also  have  Mark 
Bosnich,  Sasa  Currie  and 
Tommy  Johnson  receiving 
treatment  and  the  form  of  Paul 
McGrath  sinoe  he  left  the  dub 
for  Derby  County  last  month 
will  merely  exacerbate  the 
frustrations  of  supporters  who 
expected  their  side  to  build  on 
last  season’s  achievements, 
when  they  finished  fourth  in 
the  FA  Carling  Premiership 
and  won  the  Coca-Cola  Cup.. 
The  England  Under-21  player, 
Riccardo  Sciraeea,  is  likely  to 


step  in  for  the  game  against 
Middlesbrough  an  Saturday. 

For  Vinru'e  Jones,  the  Wim¬ 
bledon  captain,  Tuesday  was 
an  altogether  more  pleasure 
able  experience,  aiding  with 
him  contemplating  a  return, 
trip  to  ■  Wembley,  where,  in 
,1968,- tie  helped  - the  dub  to 
-  secure  the  FA  Cup.-  '•-■■■*■ 
.  •  “irs  a  nice  thought,  "Jones 
said.  “When  I  went  there  in 
the  FA  Cup  it  all-  wait  so 
quickly.  It  would  be  great  to  go 
back  arid  have  ,a :  day  to 
savour.” 

Joe  Kinnear.  the  manager, 
said:  “This  seems  to  be  our 
best  avenue  into  Europe;  The 
last  time- we  got  beat  was  bade 
.on  August  28  when  eveiyone 
signed  our  death,  warrant." 


SWIMMING 


.  .  .irjr  .• 

H^tuierson  seqires 
support  of  coaches 


BRITISH  coaches  have  voted 
to  boycott  Bristol  City  Council, 
over  what  they  describe  as  the 
unfair  dismissal  of  the  head 
coach  of  the  council's  training 
scheme  {Craig  Lord  writes). 
The  vote,  by  members  of  the 
British  Swimming  Coaches 
Association  (BSCA),  sends  a 
dear  message  to  Bristol  that 
should  it  refuse  an  appeal  to 
reinstate  Eric  Henderson,  a 
former  Scotland  international  ■ 
who  was  dismissed  last  month 
after  an  investigation  into  his 
“behaviour  ..  and  coaching 
practices",  no  qualified  swim¬ 
ming  coach  in  Great  Britain 
will  apply  for  the  post 
The  BSCA  decision  presents 
Clive  Durran,  a  former  dev- 


.  elopment  manager  for  the 
Amateur  Swimming  Associ¬ 
ation  (ASA),  with  a  dilemma. 
Through  an  agreement  be¬ 
tween  the  council  and  the 
ASA,  Durran  has  -been  in¬ 
stalled  as  temporary  coach.  If 
he  withdraws,  fie  would  break 
that  agreement;  if  he  stays;  he 
would  be  likely,  to  be  blacked 
by  the  BSCA. 

□  The  Great  Britain  team  for 
the  European  short-course  , 
championships  next  month  1 
■  has  been  named.  ;  i 

TEAM:  Men;  A  Ctoytonfl 
Foster  Ojncohi  PWitaquD) 
ot  BnstoQ.  N  VWtoy  (Bomot 
Wilson  (Ofy  of  Loads),  R  Maden 
AQuabears)  Woman:  S  CoUra 
Bradfcnfl,  j  Doahkts  (Qlv  of  Cbuontry),  H 
DonDuiean  Matson  Centra#. -J- King 
(Borough  olWjtfBam  ForesQ,  S  Ralph  (C4y 
of  Naecastfai  HSl«ttw(C*y  ofCownby)- 


Kirchoff  to  * 
lead  an 
impressive 
parade 

ULRICH  KIRCHOFF.  of 
Germany,  the  Olympic  show- 
lumping  champion,  heads  a 
formidable  list  of  mlernatiun- 
al  showjumpKrs  at  the  2»in 
Olympia  international 
'showjumping  championships 

that  take  place  in  the  Grand 
Hali,  Olympia,  from  Decem¬ 
ber  ]8  to  22  (Jenny  MacArthur 

writes).  . .  _ 

The  show  looks  set  for  a 
bumper  anniversary  as  . 
sponsorship  has  doubled,  the  •> 
BBC  is  returning  to  cover  the 
Volvo  World  Cup  showjump¬ 
ing  qualifier  on  Saturday  af¬ 
ternoon  and  the  event  is 
heading  for  a  sefl-out  With  a 
total  prize-fund  of  £220.000 
and  a  new  Masters  competi¬ 
tion  sponsored  by  Vink  on 
Thursday  nighL  the  show  had 
little  difficulty  in  attracting 
most  of  Europe’s  top  riders. 

Under-achieving 

Cricket:  England  Under-19 
beat  Islamabad  Under-19  by 
30  runs  to  maintain  a  winning 
start  to  their  tour  of  Pakistan 
i  yesterday.  David  Sales  was 
top  scorer  for  England  with  a 
fluent..  63  as  the  side  was 
bowled  iout  for  194  in  38-2 
overis. 

The  host  side  did  not  . 
recover  from  losing  Asif  # 
Mehmobd  to  the  first  ball, 
edging  a  swinging  bail  from 
Steve  Harmison  to  Andrew 
PJntoff  at  slip.  Dean  Cosker 
finished  with  three  for  33  as 
Islamabad  made  164  for  nine 
in  their  40  overs. 

Tests  ruled  out 

Olympic  Games  Five  Olym¬ 
pic  competitors,  whose  urine 
samples  returned  "adverse 
;  findings"  for  anabolic  steroids 
in  Atlanta,  will  not  have  to 
undergo  new  drug  tests  (John 
Good  body  writes).  The  Inter¬ 
national  Olympic  Committee 
has  decided  the  specimens  will 
be  used  for  research  and  the 
cases  have  been  dosed. 

The  IOC  was  not  satisfied 
with  the  testing  procedures  at 
Atlanta. 

No  trading 

Cycling:  The- 11  members  of  . 
the  British  Cycling  Federa¬ 
tion’s  '‘caretaker"  manage¬ 
ment  oifomtittee  have  derided 
to  distance  themselves  from  if-' 
any  commercial  involvement 
with  the  federation  and  its  two 
associated  companies.  None 
of  the  committee  will  trade 
with  the  federation,  BCF  Pro¬ 
motions  lid  and  Manchester 
Velodrome  Limited. 

Winning  field 

Golf:  Tom  Lehman,  the  Open 
champion,  and  Ernie  Els,  the 
World  Match  Play  winner 
three  times,  head  a  formidable 
field  of  12  for  die  19%  Million 
Dollar  Challenge  that  starts  in 
Sun  City  today.  The  three 
other  1996  major  winners  will 
be  present  —  Nick  Faldo,  • 
Masters  champion,  Steve 
Jones,  the  US.Open  victor,  and 
Mark  Brooks,  the  PGA 
winner. 


RUGBY  UNION:  CAMBRIDGE  CLOSE  TO  SETTLING  TEAM  FOR  TWICKENHAM 

Students  of  amateurism  refreshed 


Cambridge  University ..  38 
Steele-Bodger’s  XV . 54 

By  Barney  Spender 

CAMBRIDGE  University 
conceded  eight  tries  in  their 
defear  by  Steele-Bodger’s  XV 
at  Grange  Road  yesterday. but 
still  took  another  ronvi'ndng 
step  towards  their  annual 
encounter  with  Oxford,  at 
Twickenham  cm  December  10. 
They  showed  flair  to  score  five 
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good  tries  of  their  own  and 
tackled  like  demons. 

Some  people  may  be  sur¬ 
prised  that  there  were  nine 
Epruc  (English  Professional 
Rugby  Union  ClubsJ  players 
in  the  Steel- Bod ger's  XV.  but 
the  reason,  according  to  Mick¬ 
ey  Steele-Bodger.  was  simple 
and  refreshed  the  receding 
memories  of  amateurism. 
"I'm  not  the  RFU,"  he  said.  "It 
never  occurred  to  me  that  they 
would  refuse." 

A  number  of  the  Cambridge 
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RESULT. 

BT  defends  well.  But  Mercury  wins  rhrough  - 
at  international  level  -  we're  SliU at  least  2fJ?i  cheaper  weekday 
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players  are  still  vyine  for 
places  in  the  side  for  Twicken¬ 
ham,  and  Russell  Eamshaw. 
the  No  S.  belied  the  purity  or 
his  white  boots  with  a  storm¬ 
ing  game  while  Matt  Singer 
and  Paul  Sum'dge  worked 
hard  at  both  ends  of  the  field. 
Nick  Walne.  on  the  right  wing, 
finished  a  game,  injury  free, 
for  the  first  time  this  season. 

Cambridge  got  off  to  the 
worst  possible  starL  conceding 
a  try  from  dose  range  to 
Simpson  after  four  minutes, 
but  Andrew's  attempted  con¬ 
version.  from  in  from  of  the 
post  went  wide,  much  to  the 
hilarity  of  the  crowd. 

The  students,  however, 
struck  back  immediately  with 
Eamshaw  putting  in  a  big 
drive  and.  from  the  rucL 
Singer  crossed  for  a  in’. 
Surridge’s  conversion  put 
them  ahead  and  they  buib  on 
their  lead  with  some  good 
counter-attacking.  They  were 
awarded  a  penalty  try  when 
the  Steele-Bodger's  pack 
splintered  on  its  own  line  and. 
when  an  attempted  quick 
lineout  by  Alan  Buzza  went 
astray.  Ryan  skated  through. 

The  24-5  scoreline,  though, 
did  not  do  justice  to  the 
territorial  advantage  of  Steele- 
Bodger's  XV,  for  whom 
Whitford.  Buzza  and  Hopley 
dropped  the  ball  close  to  the 
line  in  quick  succession. 

Either  side  of  the  interval, 
they  took  control.  A  try  from 
Iain  Morrison  reduced  the 
deficit  on  the  stroke  of  the 
break  and  straight  after 
Whitford  and  Davies  pin  them 
ahead.  Andrew's  interception 
helped  Stefan  Jones,  of 


HomcnocL  to  score  against 
his  habitual  team-mates. 

From  then  on  it  was  always 
a  case  of  catch-up  for  the 
students,  but  Tony  Rodgers, 
their  coach,  still  expressed 
himself  happy  with  the  perfor¬ 
mance.  “We  are  pretty  dose  to 
the  team  that  will  play  at 
Twickenham."  he  said.  “1 
would  say  12  out  of  the  15  thar 
started  this  game  will  play." 
The  areas  under  scrutiny 
appear  to  be  at  hooker,  where 
Murphy  seems  certain  to 
claim  his  first  Blue,  scrum  half 
and  in  the  back  row. 

SCORERS:  Cambridge  IMwrslty:  Tries: 

R/an.  Gftfrtrs.  PMlre.  penary  ny 
Conversions:  SumOge  ;5j  Penally  goal: 
SLT  -gp  SMettodnr’s  XV:  fries: 

to  >Z  i.  Randy  1?;.  s^oam.  Momson. 
ro.s^.  Jwks  Conversions-  Andrew  17} 
CAMBRIDGE  UNIVERSITY.  P  Sundge 
NZ  and  Hvjghos  Hair,  -  N 
VVnJrm  .Cucrtron  CS  and  Sf  Gitfidfre'oi 

*  M  Singe*  iWycfite  and  Hcmerltni  N  HU 
‘S!  Jgrvaiius.  Sydney  and  5:  Edmund  3).  R 
Ph&ps  'Llanham  HonwicrV  *fi 
AsHorth  iBtadtord  GS  -ivJ  Pctohausoi. 

*  B  Ryan  (•Vuntilalan  Co#  and  Homenoni 
G  Reynolds  i.Crwnuffl  and  homertonl  J 
Edwards  iCkocis  Co  Cotcin  jre:  5i 
Ciarvr.w  w  *  N  Hoigpte  lArnitraxor  CS 
rri  RoJe-sorii.  '  M  Hyde  -SI  Ig-ia-n-s. 

end  Si  Edmund  i1.  ■  ft  Brantley 
CEOS  Wate+iett  end  S'  Edmunds  -eu- 
A  Craig  iTouiansa.  Aemeio  and 

He-ip.  J  CrtBths  'CrreSoy  Hcaifr 
Ha'sa t  arc  SI  Edmund's!  *  R  Eamshaw 
iy am  aid  S:  Jonn  a  T+a  rcouced  by  I 
Higgins  Cmmi  Ryan  'Cpewd  Uv  R  EBon 

ID'-mer-  and  Hameiton.  ill  Hydf?  rc- 
r-'.ie'.e  by  J  Coda  ■.Tfcrimng'an  C011 
S.drov  end  St  Edmund's  53i 
MR  STEELE -BODGER'S  XV  *A  Buzza 
,a3:.Vfram!  *  D  Hopley  (Wascs  and 
E-giEnd).  -T  WhfSord  |f?elmand|.  M 
Hamby  iManwaiul  A  Taa  iNeweasno  a-kj 
ScsftBXJl  *R  Andrew  (Newcastle  and 
ergsri  saotinl,  S  Bates  fNeYtCdsSe  and 
E.T~ter«di.  S  Brown  >3ecCo>dl.  S  Rodgers 
iffOTvqndL  U  linnetl  t'Wotcrwa  and 
England'.  C  Davtes  iWeltmmcni  ’C 
Sinpaon  (Duncjmoni  -J  Darriofl 
(Vifc-T-rgitni.  *  I  Mormon  iLsndor  Soatnsh 
and  SarUendj.  *  5  Surndge  (Cirtcrbunt 
Tun  resusuti  by  S  Jones  iHomertgn. 

Morrison  replaced  ty  H  WMford 
itvctwand,  6S:  Umefl  retraced  tv  H 

Thomas  [5t  Canaimc''..  731.  Jono?  r?- 
ptosed  by  M  OartteW  fFtaMliam.  73J 
Referee:  C  White  (Ghx  seder'. 

•dewfesa  Blue 


BOXING 

Ingle  urges 
Graham  to 
retire  again 

HEROL  GRAHAM  should 
give  up  his  plans  for  a 
comeback,  according  to 
Brendan  Ingle.  Graham's 
former  trainer,  after  seeing 
him  against  a  little-known 
American,  Teny  Ford,  at 
Sheffield  on  Tuesday 
(Srikumar  Sen  writes). 

Ingle,  who  made  Graham 
into  Ihe  most  talented  boxer 
of  the  Eighties,  said:  "He 
should  not  be  fighting.  I  get 
ray  living  from  this  game  and 
my  advice  to  him  is  to  pack  it 
in.  He  could  get  hurt." 

It  was  difficult  to  disagree 
with  Ingle.  Graham,  now  37. 
not  only  did  not  have  the 
speed  and  mobility  that 
made  him  such  an  effective 
boxer,  but  he  was  hesitant 
and  an  easy  target  for  sharp 
counters. 

Naturally,  Graham  has  a 
brighter  picture  of  his 
future:  He  intends  to  have 
two  or  three  more  contests 
before  challenging  For  the 
British  championship  and 
then  going  on  to  box  for 
European  and  world  titles. 

He  said:  “I  realise  my 
reflexes  are  not  what  they 
used  to  be  and  1  took  some 
punches  l  shouldn’t  have 
taken.  If  it  was  any  worse,  I 
would  have  been  going 
backwards,  but  l  showed  I 
can  go  forwards.  I  need 
three  more  fights  to  get  back 
to  where  I  belong.  1  think  I 
can  put  the  snap  back  with 
the  timing." 


SAILING 

Royal  Na\y  to  the  rescue 

By  Edward  Gorman,  sailing  correspondent 

THEj casualty  may  have  teen  While  Hindley  put  Kinast  the  big  ship  in  the  hark 

Austrian.  buL  that  apart  it  into  an  inflatable  speedboat  ground  Then  they  ran  off " 
was  a  vety  British  affair  launched  from  the  frigate,  he  Save  The 
yesterday  as  a  sick  crew  was  given  in  return,  much  to  lying  sixth  yesterday  the  ^ 
mmnber  on  toe  BT  Global  his  surprise  and  delight,  a  ranking  a/before  die 
Challenge  yachL.  Saw  The  bottle  of  vintage  port  from  vous  with  hiws  randez- 
Children  was  evacuated  to  Commander  nSc  Harland,  Sh^kSt 
Montevideo  by  way  of  the  commanding  officer  on  board  the  mJsfer  1 ^ 

Royal  Navy  frigate.  HMS  HMS Lancaster.  hadfodrao' 

Umaattr.  -  ,  I„  HindkjTs  words:  -What  araS  K  S?r1fcr 

Kurt  KinasL  the  mate  on  actually .  happened  was  this  asked  for  ^ 

board  Andy  Hindley-s  yachL  really,  big  grey  ship  came  for  Ground  ?  n?ake  up 
had  developed  a  serious  kid-  belting  over  Sorizon.  did  a  inridS  a  rl?J'Jnf-g1.,he 
ray  infection  and  rt  was  derid-  handbrake  turn  to  the  righL  being  condri^' Z,  ^hlch  IS 
ed  thar  he  should  get  proper  dropped  this  really-  fast  teat  ^  ^ the  mter' 

medical  attention  as  soon  as  into  the  water,  grabbed  our  The  fWt 
possible-  Fortunately,  the  crew  member  without  a  by  bunched  VnH  \ L5™  ^Shtly 
Type  23  frigate,  HMS  Ixtncas-  your  leave  and  legged  it.  The  between  ^  averaging 
ter.  was  on  hand  off  the  comander  .of  toe  really  big  vesterdav  611  ^gbt  knots 
Argentinian  coast  near  Mar  ship  then  threw  a  helicopter  northeriy  a 

del  Plata  and  an  unusual  into  the  air  and  took  loads  of  mem  vwth  The  aPP0tnt- 

exchange  took  place.  secret-type  photos  of  us  with  getting  closer  ;Sd  tKLt~ 
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While  Hindley  put  Kinast 
into  an  Inflatable  speedboat 
launched  from  the  frigate,  he 
was  given  in  return,  much  to 
bis  surprise  and  delighL  a 
bottle  of  vintage  port  from 
Commander.  Nick  Harland, 
commanding  officer  on  board 
HMS  Lancaster. 

In  Hindoos  words:  "What 
actually .  happened  was  this 
really  big  grey  ship  came 
belting  over  the  horizon,  did  a 
handbrake  turn  to  the  right, 
dropped  this  really-  fast  boat 
into  the  water,  grabbed  our 
crew  member;  without  a  by 
your  leave  and  legged  it.  The 
comander  .of  toe  really  big 
ship  that  threw  a  helicopter 
into  the  air  and  took  loads  of 
secret-type  photos  of  us  with 
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RACING 


cut 

sparks  BHB  review 

ByRxchard  Evans,  racing  correspondent  ' ' 


THE  po&abffity  of  a  £5  mil- 
Kon-a-year  cut  in  levy  by  1998 
added  to  racing’s  post-Budget 
blues  yesterday  and  prompted 
the  British  Horseraong  Board 
(BHB)  to  Older  a  wide-ranging 
review  into  thesporfs  finances 
and  future. 

Hie  damaging  reduction  in 
funding,  which  would  further 
reduce  Bii&am’s  international¬ 
ly  low  levels  of  pme-money, 
a  will  take  place  m  1996  and 
4999  if  the  tig  bookmakers  — 
Ladbrokes,  William  Hill  and 
Coral  ^  take  advantage  of  an 
option  to  dtange  the  way  levy . 
do  punters:  bets  is  calculated. 

A  provision  in  the  present 
fiveyearlevy  deal  enables  the 
big  bookmakers  to  switch 
from  a  company  scheme  to  a  " 
shopiased  schemein  the  final 
two  years  of  the  agreement  — 
and  that  would  reduce  levy 
payments  by  E5  million  a  year. 
Whh  die  decline  in  betting 
turnover  haying  been  halted, 
it  could  be  in  the  bookmakers 
interest  to  make  flie  change. 

Chris  BelL  managing  direc¬ 
tor  of  Ladbrokes ,  said  yester¬ 
day  that  other  factors  — 
notably  the  fixture  list  — 
might  influence  the  decision  of 
bookmakers  whether  or  not  to 
take  advantage;  of  the  levy 

industry  considers  unsatisfac¬ 
tory  — .  a  deal  might  be 
possible. 

KacmgfS  financial  predica¬ 
ment  and  the  bookmakers" 
strong  hand,  combined  wifii 
the  Budget  disappointment. 


were  the  backdrop  to  a  Sombre 
meeting  of  the  BHB  yesterday. 

Lord  Wakeham.  tbe  BHB 
chairman,  and  his  cdtleagues 
agreed  to  aantiiict a. review 
and  work  out  a  strategy  after 
wide  Consuhatum  with  those 
-  inside:  and  outside  of  racing.  " 

*^We  wlH  be  looking  at  a 
whole  range  of  issues  includ¬ 
ing  the  fixtare  list  and  the  way 
pnze-rrtoney  is  distributed.  We 
recognise  we  need  to  do  some 
hard  thinking  about  future 
direction,  with  particular  ref¬ 
erence  to  1996  and  beyond,” 


Nap:  SIERRA  BAY 
■  ..(^4SUttaxeti3:);.--. 
Next  best:  Rosenaantz 
(ZSTauntm) 


Tristram  Ricketts,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  BHB,  said. 

“The.  board  will  look  at 
things  in  a  calm  manner  and 
not  be  bounced  into  instant 
reactions..  We  need  to 
other  parties  with  us, 
within  our  .immediate  constit¬ 
uency  and  outside  it  They 
include  the  Levy  Board, whose 
money  we  are  effectively  talk- 
fng  about,  and  the  betting 
industry.**  ' 

Bster  SaviU,  a  leading  mem-. 
ber  of  the  Racehorse  Owners' 
Association,  has  been  outspo¬ 
ken  in  his  criticism  of 
Wakeham  and  Ricketts  but 
both  axe  keen  to  'avoid  a 


damaging  slanging  .  match. 
“We  are  not  going  to  get 
irotoived  mmud  slinging  if  we 
can  avoid  it,"  Ricketts  said. 

Although  Savin  believes  the 
BHB  should  have  not  tied 
racing  so  closely  to  the  cause  of 
the  punier  and  belting  indus¬ 
try  in  the  campaign  to  reduce 
betting  duty,  Wakeham  is 
convinced  it  was  naive  to 
believe  the  Chancellor  would 
have  contemplated  giving 
to  racing  without 
ring  something  to  punters. 
The  BHB  chairman  and 
chief  executive  were  warned 
some  weeks  ago. fay  Govern¬ 
ment  officials  that  an  "excep¬ 
tional  case"  would  have  to  be 
made  out  by  raring  to  obtain  a 
betting  duty  aft:  for  the  second 
successive  year: - 
Wakeham  said  yesterday: 
“The  way  toward  is  not  to 
panic.  We  must  have  a  mature 
lock  at  the  issues  and  all  the 
options.  There  will  be  a  major 
consultation  exercise  but  it 
win  be  done  calmly  and  quiet¬ 
ly,  without  fuss.  We  want  a 
mature  reflection  of  what 
must  be  done — we  don’t  want 
shooting  from  the  hip." 

SovDl  and  his  supporters 
are  urging  the  BHB  to  divorce 
itself  from  the  cause of  book¬ 
makers,  but  .Wakeham  re¬ 
sponded;  .  “There  is  an 
awareness  among  bookmak¬ 
ers  that  a  reasonably  prosper¬ 
ous  racing  industry  is  an 
essential  prerequisite  to  their 
success  as  wefl.  They  have  got 
a  vested  interest  in  making 
sure  raring  is  successful.” 


JULIAN  tgpRgPT 


Armala  leads  the  field  in  the  early  stages  of  the  Donegal  Handicap  Chase,  won  by  Bells  Life,  at  Chepstow  yesterday 

McCoy  rides  luck  in  Chepstow  pile-up 


Bv  Richard  Evans 

TONY  McCOY  survived  a  nasty- 
looking  three-horse  pile-up  at 
Chepstow  yesterday  —  and  promptly 
extended  his  lead  in  the  jockeys’ 
championship. 

The  omens  were  not  good  when  the 
champion  jockey  was  placed  on  a 
stretcher  and  carried  from  the  track 
after  the  m£16e  near  the  home  bend  in 
the  15-nmner  Independent  Insurance 
Handicap  Hurdle.  However;  within 
minutes  he  rose  to  his  feet  unharmed 
before  partnering  the  much-touted  Or 
Royal,  a  French  import  trained  by 


Martin  Pipe,  to  victory  in  the  Tipper¬ 
ary  Novices'  Chase. 

McCoy’s  good  fortune  was  not 
shared  by  the  two  other  jockeys 
involved  in  the  incident.  Richard 
Johnson,  who  was  on  the  first  hoise 
to  be  brought  down,  was  bruised  and 
shaken  and  gave  up  his  other  rides, 
while  Robert  Bellamy  went  to  hospi¬ 
tal  for  an  X-ray  to  his  arm. 

Bellamy,  rider  of  Little  Gunner, 
said:  “We  went  down  like  flies.  It 
happened  so  quickly  and  although  I 
quickly  rolled  up  into  a  ball  my  arm 
got  kicked,  but  it  could  have  been  a  lot 
worst* 


A  replay  of  the  incident  showed  just 
how  lucky  McCoy  was  as  his  horse, 
Glengarrif  Girl  struck  out  after  being 
brought  down  and  narrowly  missed 
kicking  her  rider. 

Or  Royal,  a  winner  on  the  Flat  and 
over  fences  and  hurdles,  cost  Chal¬ 
lenger  Du  Luc's  owner,  David  John¬ 
son,  £82.000.  Despite  two  sloppy 
jumps  he  always  had  the  measure  of 
Super  Coin,  third  in  the  Arkle  Chase 
last  March.  However,  the  most 
impressive  performance  of  the  after¬ 
noon  belonged  to  Mighty  Moss  in  the 
Galway  Novices’  Hurdle  in  which  he 
beat  some  fancied  rivals,  including 


the  useful  Flat  stayer  Daraydan, 
another  Johnson-Pipe  horse,  with  the 
minimum  of  fuss. 

Richard  Hughes,  the  stylish  Flat 
jockey,  rode  four  winners  over  hur¬ 
dles  in  Ireland  last  week  and  makes 
his  dehut  for  Pipe  this  afternoon.  He 
is  yet  to  ride  over  fences  in  public  but 
intends  to  make  his  chasing  debut 
soon,  "when  1  get  a  good  one". 

Kim  Bailey  was  keeping  his  fingers 
crossed  last  night  that  forecast  rain 
will  arrive  at  Newcastle  and  enable 
him  to  run  Alderforook,  last  year’s 
Champion  Hurdle  winner,  in  the 
Fighting  Fifth  on  Saturday. 


15L45  Sanmartino 
1.15  EULOGY  (nap) 
1.45  Grinds 


THUNDERS*  .  .  • 

.  2.15  RangHOwi 
2j45  Lord  Gyflene 
3.15  Master  Tribe 
3.45ClrcusStar 


Our  Newmarket  Correspondent:  2.15  DomappeL 


GOING;  GOOD 


TOTE  JACKPOT  MEETING 


SIS 


12.45  JOHN  STUBBS  HEMQflUL  NOVICES  HUDU 

(£2,579: 2m). (16  tummy  . ;  ’ -  .  - 

lf»L  SttHI  4-11-&. 


013-2S3  SMMBtt 

AUWW  _  „ 

4  SOUTH  FHANK  Ui  (H  IMhote)  T  Eutedjf 

-UmaSFfUaRKafi  MtoVJMft-HMl 

rw  i  (Bom.  tip  to*: 


I  Mm  B 


4-10-12. 


~JMENNG 
MUSC  PLEASE 

00  M0DNUSC12 
0  W1NUX224A 
-  SNOURnose 

ZTSBKiVBWflK 
6  SOW  SELECTION  2Z 

sttvesanmai 

04  CLBtHELIBIIISI 

W  DAWS  tfS  152fVtA  Mcfflft  Jwte  6-10-7 
IV  J4SS TOE flEATT2gtetotM9idi)S Wear  4-TO-7- 


MAfftpnW  87 

jur 


2Z  IB  MtabriSJ  UKUe  5-10-12 - EHnMJS)  68 

1 3F B  IOM  B IMS 5-10-12 -  IftJLUwefri  - 

B(TFttbiJ)AF»»6-1B-7 -  GanrLjFOn*  00 


10 
111 
112 

113 

114 

115 

116 

BE17WGC  10-TI  SmnxBK,  6-1  Smaffl,  5-1  BaOn  Farfc.SflcnBJY,  10-1  kola.  12-1  SW&tadoa.  14-1 
atm. 

•  lOOKM  G0MEV0NDMB  MCE 


Sffls 

CMx  WMti  (5)  - 


FORM  FOCUS 


SA1MM0  281  M  d  4  to  Jul  UBt  it  arete 
tank  A  Oufedan  (2m  1M  sate  to  fad. 

BOLUH  FRANKS  4» ol  9  to  BOrabtas  W* fa 

. 

]  at  peateBrnto  itot  a a 


route  butea  d  ... 
DNK)  4W  Sntaf  B 
lpa4f;gooq 


to  Ftot  SMNNUM0  hart  2ad  tf  8  to  Cdtec  la 

Kl  Joctay  CU>  tend  itoamasM  (2m.  good 

n)  an  to  B *  jSnA  BAY  JO  2nd  alfito 
Ftotad  Pd  to  Mate  fed  m  m  d  taat  (to 
110yd,  1995 

No 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 

TRAWBtS  i 

-  Mb 

fore  % 

JOCKEYS 

Him 

Woe 

% 

D  Stanaote 

17 

57  29ft 

J  Orime  . 

■■  a. 

97 

299 

C  Bnftx 

5 

17  2914 

6  Barter 

-  i 

34 

23ft 

C  lim 

6 

22  27ft 

ft  Dumndjr 

87 

158 

23ft 

N  Pipe 

38 

143  2  26ft 

A  Maguire 

M 

712 

21.4 

1.15  JBHN  PNTTMDGE  BKUSfl  CLOTHING  SELLING  HAfSHCAP  HURDLE 

(£1.931:  2m)  fll) 
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202 

203 

2M 

aos 

206 

207 

206 

209 

210 
211 


0120  BHUTTIEGOCX  7  ff)  (Mn  N  Macatoy)  Un  N  Mscsefey  5-11-1U  Ctlrts  Wti*  (5)  85 

« VXOr  BUSY  ibif  (Cngskta  Conation)  k  dm  9-n-7 _ A  Una*  80 

63HSV2  DOOUW  1BJC0.F&S)  91a  L  Aon]  P  Orton  9-11-6 _ C  ODwyer  89 

P0KM9  LK  STREET  BUBS  28  (B)  {CMoen  feeing  C  Bretea  5-11-5  G  Bmtoy  92 

V4-06SD  SAYMOHE  U  rnffiJS)  (P  Marts}  W  10-10-13 _ S  Wyira  B4 

019P-P9  JUST  WR  A  -  ‘ 

4HSQ/P-  APPIMNC83FSCBCE 


85U44  OMOURY  20  (TianUi  C  C)  Mbs  L  SUM  4-10-3. 


14  (Dum  {R  Jactais)  B  JodKS  4-10-12 _  W  Martian  « 

538  <K  Wan)  K  Itena  9-155 _ J 


CWWV2  KASHIN  11  QUI  (Mbs  E  P  Htftood  8-152 _ 

000-P04  QUICK  DECISION  16  (Ms  E  tasate)  J  band  5-10-0. 

WPWP-  LADY  KHA0UA  467  (A  Bart)  N  TkMcr  10-150 _ E  Husband  (3)  - 


R  Dmwiiorty  @ 
A  U«to  87 
N  T  Egan  (7)  88 


IMD  hump:  ItaittOacWon  M2.  l*V  Mdto  54. 

BETTM8;  7-2  B4o».  4-1  Doobr.  5-1  tohn.  0-1  Mtnr.  7-1  Odd  Dicten.  Jud  For  A  tasn,  51  lira 
Start  BIW.TM  tern 

1895:  PRNXTIMVE  5151 T  J  Wipfcy  (20-1)  B  CamMoe  12  on 

FORM  FOCUS 


SHHTHECOCK  71 2rt  d  18  to  Pfcto*  to  ooSno 
bads  d  SfedtadBm  11(M,  good)  on  pwttf- 
DrtB  rtd.  BUSY  a  2ted  16  n  B&m  to 
MBdb  toidta  d  Htortsl  (2n  1|  good),  DOOLAR 
S  2nd  d.5  to  YHtotM  io  congp^  jPdn» 
wto  tortto  Mt-ooste  dlrtami  (good  to 
■toteToWBUW  dxrt  K41  4to  d  13  to  Aln^ 
Am  to  Mflmimfea  toidta  tea  Cte  41  UOrt 


good).  KASHIN  II  2nd  al  15  to  Sprato  n  h 
artne  Wndlcsp  burcto  d  Fontml  (2m  2f  ilOJaS, 
*  b  sdQ. 

1 7MI  4«i  d  14  to  ftifingtai  Sam 


to  cuBdtoond  jopm  jalSng.  aodiap  hmto  n 
Lodtoa  Oil  good  £  ftm)  otti  SAYUORE  (3b 
hatrt  ofi  Wl  lDt .  . 


Sotacflonc  SHUTTLECOCK 


1.45  WaUUN  PUC  NOVICES  CHASE  • 

(£3,615;  2m)  {8  nmets) 

U2FD-15  SUBUME  RUi)W27  (BIFJB)  (1*4  6ddnN0  N  Hndnon  5H-5  MARKgortd  B 

UW-P2  HAIIMG  WRAGLE  20  RB)  (G  BnrtQ  G  Bate  510-12 -  R  Front  B7 

20100-4  0VB  CROSS  23  (SI  (N  Wnq)  A  J  Mam  7-1512 _ A  MogUa  - 

411-443  NNYSM  19  (RS)  p*  HdO  P  RM  51512 - ; - W  MW*  87 

5  0QB1  370  fta  C  Mo)  K  Bdtagr  51512 - C  OUwjrt  - 


404155  SOLES  SU  243  (FAS)  Ogrto)  A  tote  7-1512— 
031054  WBBr  40  ff)  0MNA  Plrtwi)  M  *madu&  7-1512L 
VT1255  GUMDA  250  (F)  (Mm  J  Pm*}  N  TWrt »4Mb  5157. 


R  OmiDody  - 

..  S 
_  C 


BETTme  4-5  Stem  S*.VT  StOtH  Mao.  7-1  KdrsaL  51  6Btad8. 1M  nan's  Cnm.  Medrtqr.  151 

tew. 

1895:  CALUSUE  BAY  511-0  J  Orione  {1-4  to*)  0  Shnond  4  on 

FORM  FOCUS 


SUBLME  FBJJDW  bod  Mate  Court  test  io  5 
namr  omko  daw  d  Hatedd  (to.  good  to  ten) 
on  ontetatei  M.  HAMHG  MRAOJffl  2od  d 
7  to  Ittegn  to  aoda  dna  o«r  conn  ad 
dtatoneetote).  KMrS  CROSS  d»d  381 48i  d8 
to  Bma  5  Bad  to  otea  da»  d  nnidi  (2m, 

BuyswotSh  3rt  d  B  to  Boijnb  Lnsdar  to 
tnmtap  daa  d  Ctepdwr  pm  Qood  to 


md).  SQURE  SAX  11MI  9ta  ol  15  to  Collar  Boy 
to  gada  I  Stouffl  Ctempion  Hods  Ctaflaiga  Tro- 
pby  d  CtaMam  (2m  11(M,  good  to  sdQ  on 
B«si®jrto  dad.  WEBCBY  141  40i  d  7  to 
Straras’j  Son  to  hdos  lonfirap  hurdtad  SMoid 
Pm  110yd.  goaQ.  GUMDA  dnt  25W  Ofe  d  19 
bOWHnntanotrtcalanteatodBd  Noabiy 

ajL“su  SIX  (rap) 


W  113143  GOOO  TOCS  13  ifFJrfiJSj  (Mo  0  (Uartton)  B IWM2-0 - B  Wear  (7)  88 


Rssecatd  turter.  Sk-6bbb  total  (F  —  kfi.  P— 
puntd  idl  U  —  mseaM  ads.  B  —  DnngM 
turn.  S  — dipped  op.  R  — retesed.  D  — 
daqgdBcd).  Horael  am  Days  since  tad 
outon;  F  i  ft*.  {B  — Utotas.  Y— visor.  H— 
tout  E  —  Ejadiidd.  C  —  ouso  niw.  D  — 
dstanx  dnaer.  CO  — cotren  and  dtotan 


mum.  BF— -  beatoi  tamutoi  in  Uest  raaj. 
Gotag  on  rtildi  bona  las  ma  (F  —  tom,  goad  to 
tom.  lari.  G  — good.  S  — sort,  good  to  sort, 
heavy).  0mm  Is  bndob  Tare.  Age  and 
od^l  Bder  pbs  any  atomra  The  Times 
Ptoi#  ttanflctoixi's  rrtng 


2.1 5  SCOTTISH  EQUITABLE /JOCKEYS  ASSOCIATION  SSUES  HANDICAP 
HURDLE  (Qialffien  £3,518: 2m  4f  110yd)  (8  runners) 

D0MAPPH.  7  (QtaiBotod  Ms  J  Cart  511-12  (Eb| _ 

LORO  UClUaffiUGH  12  (S)(JNnlla)J  Undo  511-11 - R 

HOOOHJHAWX  231  (QE)  (C  ton)  N  Hndason  511-10 - MAR 


401 

402 

403 
4M 

405 

406 

407 
406 


51051  DOMAPPEL  7 
1541-32 
542105 

02021-4  THURSDAY  MGHT  22 1 
31P362-  ACT  THE  WAG  229  (F.£ 

221-411  RANHTKB 14  (G)  (tti  J  Itow)  C  Uni  511-4 - R  Dwrwwdy  94 

6P3215  GAWP  1B5  (Df.BjST  (U  Btea)  M  Bata  151510 - D  Stymie  95 

1172424*  ROYALCnEHr  12 (D/fl  {J F  Boownhyl  J 7-159 —  E  Ctbghar  (3)  91 


- TKtrt  a 

Fend  98 

MAFtzgnrdd  88 

(R  Itagoas)  J  FicGarttl  51T-8 _ -  96 

Ogdad MTOdutor 7-11-6 _ JOsborae  88 


BETIBffi  51  RKSdftn.  11-4  Demwrt.  51  Lort  Mcltooagh-  TtostW  Mtf*.  51  Hooded  M.  151  ofiw 
-  1995:  CAH  CAN  CHARLE  5-1511 1,  Aspd!  (3-1)  J  Prose  6  an '  -  _  ’ 

•  '  FORM  FOCUS 


DOMAPPa  bod 
tondtod 

S  2nd  ol  9  to 


Rraaay  Pita  91  to  6-ns«w 
Wnn  (2m  37.  good).  LORD 


hood  In 


hanlcap  hurtle  d  Hunttndon  (2n  110yd,  good). 
Ftavtotey  51 3d  d  8  to  (fei-Yo  n  iandran  hrite 


d  Hrydoek  Pm.  good)  «H>  THURSDAY  MBHT 
INI  48l  RAHGJIKB  ramp  feted  doable  bed  U 
PtWfeAon  H  to  7-nnxr  norite  handicap  hudle  d 
Tootcesler  (2m.  good). 

SEtaecfSonc  D0MOTEL 


2.45  BARRY  D  TRBTTHAM  CHALLENGE  BOWL  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£4,624:  2m  71)  (10  runners) 


501 

502 

503 

504 

505 

506 

507 
SOB 

509 

510 


P584217  FLASHTHECASH  EDI  (FJS)  (B  Mtotan  Wan]  C  Egatm  1511-13  J  Osborne  - 


125252  USB)  GYUBE  19 
13235P  HARWELL  LAD  23 
PR5B5  6HA6NEUIAGH1 
1SSTP-B  BRAES  OF  MAR  14  i 
232051  BALLYEA  BOY  14 
123534  RUSTIC  AR  12 


S  Brata&M  511-6  - - R  Dtmoody  95 

VA S)  (H  WtlhtEte)  R  Ate  7-11-9  »  R  MBA  86 

.FAS)  (Ui  5  Son*)  N  T*Mao-Da4n  1511-2  C  Umlyn  H 
FAS)  (Ihcai  EtesSetti)  N  Hnknan  51513  UAFftEgsaU  SO 

1)  ID  Bany)  0  Nttafcoo  510-9 _ A  Uaguln  ffi 

)  (Mn  6  Sbegn)  J  RoGemto  51041 . -  SB 

134=U42  LAKE  OF  LOUGNREA  12  (FJS)  (Us  H  Ddtay)  K  Brtoy  C  DDwyer  98 

15UU2M-  UR  BMADBi  369  (S)  (U  BaMnoinn)  H  Baufee  5155 _ W  Uare&u  85 

31F124)  MKKlCAVHIflY  10  (BF/AS)  (Us  W  Uxref)  U  Witom  510-5  I  Lmmcs  05 

BETTWG:  51  FbtiAKsdi.  7-2  Mite  Bay.  Lite  Eytao.  51  Gbta  Gecmgh,  Ltoe  01  Lnctfrra,  151  dfaen. 
1995;  SHIFTS  BAND  7-11-ID  W  Uanui  (11-10)  Iks  J  Ptttai  4  an 

FORM  FOCUS 


LORO  GYUBE  2#l  2nd  oJ  3  to  Cal  I A  Day  in 
tandicn  dose  here  Cm  SC  good  to  firm). 
BALLYEA  BOY  bed  idooney  (Mel  nert  ra  5 
■uver  handicap  tease  d  ToKedef  (3ra  !L  good). 


LAKE  OF  L0UGHREA  ereOrtle  teart.  51  2nd  to 
Too  Phisb  in  5<unei  henbeap  tease  d  Mnfcoi 
Cm  5),  good  to  firm) 

Satocflerc  LORD  GVL1BC 


3.1 5  GEO  HODGES  &  SON  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£2,769:  2m)  (7  runners) 

EDI  002553  CAO0UG0U)  22  (D.BF.FASI  (D  -Mnson)  M  Ppr  51M_. .  R  Ouonody  SB 
(02  01105  MASTER  TUBE  245  (D.&S)  (Jteel  All)  Ik  J  damn  511-11  _  W  Itarskn  90 

G03  1454  UR  BUREAUCRAT  8  (C0J)  (3  CMc)  S  Brnddiw  7-11-10..  U  A  Rageidd  B9 

604  1  F1 12-1  CBfTAUR  EXPRESS  27  PAS|  (Centte  ftoang)  A  SBtea  511-4  ....  T  Bay  S 

605  3134337-  ISAIAH  B21  (DJ.S)  Ills  C  SpurferJ  Mrs 4  Cart  7-11-4. . .  T  Krrt  - 

606  1 0SS-21  SWT  CEL  B  (CO.E^)  (Ian  Racmg)  F  Jtnfin  511-2  f6og _  S  Wym  93 

607  PUP2-12  DARK  MQfflNGALE  23  (D^f  J.G)  fifes  L  Dart)  0  Shtnrad  5155  J  Osbona  92 

BETTMG:  51  Ceotou  Ewss.  7-2  Cadougald.  51  Sana  Del.  51  Master  Trthe.  7-1  U  BueaaaaL  Date 
Mgdtatee.  51  Isaiah 

1896:  BAM  51512  J  fcbonv  (7-2i  N  Kenderaai  10  mn 

FORM  FOCUS 


CAD0UG0U)  71  ad  short-hnad  M  a)  8  to  Man 
Bird  in  hadtnp  hunk  d  Nertan  Abbot  (Bn  H 
hnv).  MASTER  TRBE  bate  etoit  tad  term  bed 
Fnanager  1HI  to  16-nnw  nonce  hurdle  d 
Nnrtnv  (2m  11M,  good  to  teQ.  MR  BUREAU- 
CRAT20W  48i  a  5  to  TuUynuiy  Toll  io  lanficap 
Jude  d  Haydock  (Bn  d.  good)  CBfTAUR  EX- 


Tarseeq  71  in  lD-nma  iBtoleap 
hurdle  HBangot  (2m  it  good  tosd).  SAMI  QB. 
beat  Choc.  Lne  mi  n  7-nima  lentoap  hudfe  a 
Haydock  (2m.  good)  DARK  NGHTW6ALE  51 2nd 
ol  7  to  Srt  v/  Hie  Sbm  in  hiMtcap  hunte  d 
Enter  (tin  31.  good  to  9A). 

SdectoW  CADOUBOLD 


3.45 


LEVY  BOARD  JUVBHLE  NOVICES.  WHOLE 

(3-Y-0:  £2,453:  2m)  (16  njnmss) 

1  1212  ALWAYS  HAPPY  11  (OFG)  (KtegM  Hate  PannerH  U  Ptoe  11-7  R  DoiMoady  90 

2  10  SHEATH  KEFAAH  75  (VJXBFJF)  (X  Payne)  J  Jentans  11-5.  .  ._  J  Oshume  83 

3  104  TARRY  20  W.D.G)  Ms  C  Lestoj  A  Snow  114). .  T  Bey  92 

4  ALBAHA  33r  (UK  Packateng  Sqrpbes  Ltd)  J  Bate  1512 -  J  Ft  Kavanagb  - 

5  BARANOV  37F  Ms  S  Hart)  D  Minay  Snath  1512 . —  D  Grtagher  - 

6  4  CXCUS  STAR  34  (BF)  (Rtapman)  D  Wtetfson  1512  „  .  -  A  Maguire  B 

7  CLASSY  Ofiff  3ff  IK  SbegB)  J  IMne  1512  .  . .  Guy  Lewis  (3)  - 

8  2  CRAH5FS  PRDE  21  riurta  Had  Raring)  M  Meagher  1512  .  M  A  Rzgerdd  97 

9.  NSX£  MATCH  B3F  (Ctayloa  Blgfey  Partners)  J  J  ONeto  1512. _  -  - 

ID  NORnem  DiAlUO  140F  (Ms  M  Dmtand)  Has  M  Rontand  1512  Gay  Lyons  - 

11  5BB9AN  HBRY  35F  (C  laeran)  B  Sman  15i2  _ _  C  Uewrtyn  - 

12  44  T0PAGL0W  11  (Ms  J  Mama)  p  Orton  1512. . . . .  J  Sipple  88 

13  APAHIMBfTS  ABROAD  31F  (P  Batin)  K  McAtefle  10-7 -  T  J  Murphy  - 

14  BUM)  HASCO  (Artnacamg  Baongj  L  GmsU  157 _ _  Ur  J  Grarstefc  - 

15  LDCH  DANCER  [C  Crew)  Mrs  N  Urartey  157 . .  .  .  S  Wyira  - 

16  RAW  DEAL  2D3F  (T  Motor)  6  Banal  157 _  R  F  amen  - 

BETTMG  6-4  Mays  Happy.  54  Caras  Star.  51  Crabble's  Prtde.  151  lopagiow.  Tary.  25 1  Atoaha.  Needle 
Macb.251  nritis 

1995:  PROPHETS  HONOUR  51512  M  Foster  I9-4|  P  tatam  15  ran 

FORM  FOCUS 


ALWAYS  HAPPY  151  2nd  te  7  to  Noble  Land  n 
iwlce  hadfe  at  Cbeflenbam  pm  ilOyd.  good) 
«ti  TOP  AGLOW  (2ft  better  ol)  m  4h. 
SHEATH  KEFAAH  kd  Ben  Bmafen  31  ei  meira 
hurtle  d  Worcester  (2m,  good  to  tom)  on  perUB- 
mato  slat 

TARRY  125*1  4tl  id  9  to  Bassenrtally  hi  nonce 


trader  hurtle  om  cane  aid  Usance  (goodt 
CBCUS  STAR  4tol  4to  0(13  to  Ksraxr  ei  mrice 
hurtle  a  Hortwy  (2m  110yd.  good) 
CRABSTS  PRIDE  (A  2nd  to  Chfilimse  n  15 
newer  ntmu  tuiBe  al  Martel  Rasen  (2m  II 
110yd.  good]. 

Selection:  CtRCUS  STAR 


P 


THLWpEREFt  - 

1.25  Secret  Spring.  1JS5  In  Cahoots.  £25  Green¬ 
back.  255  Rossncrantz.  ZJS  Batty  Ctovar.  3^5 
Jsfliafies.  “  . . 

The  Timas  Private  J-tentScapper's  top  rating: 

1.25  SECRET  SPRING. 

Our  Newmarket 
'  (*1.55  DARK.  TRUFFLE 


GOING:  GOOD  TO  FIRM  (GOOD  IN  PLACES) 


SIS 


1  .25  BECfl  NOVICES  KfflDtE 

(£3,566: 2m  If)  (14  runeis) 

"2-1  SECRET  SPRMG  12  Hedger 
FF2-  ANIIEUA'S  TOEASURE  218P  A  ft 


51 

Barra  7-1  VO 

MRIhooten 

02-4  COUNTRY TN30M 9 ft Hodgti 51  VO - JHenft 

50  FWR HAUL  19 B Brat 511-8- — - - BPto 

0  TB01EIAD « WTtear 511-0- — i - JRM?@  “ 

0  LANDLORD  77  Ms  J  Hatefia  5rt4) - DWtahH  - 

OFRCE  HOURS  64F  V  Tara  5TT4J - WMcFteend  - 

34T  tWraNAPIWMS614K»lB4^14)_  —  * 

RACKS  HAWK  64F(V)i<Saadeg511-IL-_ — —  PHrtRT  - 
ROOEREK HUDSON 94FJUkr51V0 - RJobnaw  - 


2  YET  AGNN  9Mtas  GMeMa51V4). 

>5104- 


12  -540  R0CAGE23GDatoc5‘ _ 

13  S4P  SHARP  H.VER  11 P  Hedper  5159 

mos 


D 

Mr  J 


PI 


14  5  SHtfBOJNS KICK ffll OSbaxDod 5458 — JAMcCerlv.  — 

M  Seem  SpteB.  .3-1  Out  On  A  ftattt.  7-2  SpaHog  BrtL  151  Coa*r 
Taqota.  151  ftrterld  Hodrai  Yet  hgm,  14-1  ttean. 

1.55  MAPUJOTEMLEN0VBB  SHIMS  HURDLE 

(£1^95;  2m  If)  (14) 

1  i  cnrast<aun93«aPHrtta.i53 _ H  Jterasn  91 

2 

3 

4 

5 


1-  STONE  BLAND  23  fflSJPHohto  .lM - - ■  ■ 

o  APPEAL ASW 22 5a5aeii5ia - —  _ 

480  COtaRJWW^ttJBdfltelWO--.- — -  ® 

BNAR  BOLD  ITOXCeMtootomteai  1510 - BFieflton  - 

WWUmLySOF PW^I - U grtmm  - 

68  MCAWtTrS12ASBrt)U;10 - -  f  ” 

38°  I^ScrriaSS  W 

* 

NAHTGARW  33F  D  Bandi  W-5 _ hPtuJBf  — 

BP 

Jem.  7-1  to  Cabooto.  51 


11-4  DA  Truffle.  7-2 
CetebnekW»,151 


.51 


151 1 


2.25  MEN1NPPLYW800  NOVICES  OUSE 

(£4^31: 2m  30  ^7) 

.  1  115  J0WML1UN  285  (FA  R  CTSteBna  7-11-0 —  D  BddgMttr 

■  2  PTP  PADDY MfttKE 22 A NMCanbe 51V0 - -  GHorai(3) 

•3  12V  RAMALLAH 185 ftLSUaHJtaUJ 7-TMI - BFarttm 

-  ♦  00^- WOODE.WONDBI22M  BnddDdi5114]— - - PI 

-  S  64W  BAXNDRTHY  LORD  8  C  Popbem  51513—  T  Daanta  j 

9  6W  CALLEYA STAR  37  RAbar 51513 - PHa*jrj 

.  7  t28F  6REBNBACX22FAQ  PHohta  51513 - ft  J’ 

.  54  eoartefc.  M  Ranritali  51  Mae  Wratar,  JmW  Uro  251 
351  ftramrtty  LmL  S51  PitoJy  Bute. 


2.55 


OAK  N0VKES  HANWCtf  HURDLE 

(£3534  2m  IQ  (6)  ' 

_ R  Hughs  94 

lMtoiVWiEBtn5l1-SRJolBBon  9 

_  r5156 -  GTmra  (3)  ffl 

_ rlB3  6Hn5l04) - P»8ey  - 

5  "SR)  SIUXD  TORY  21  CGmBi  4-104 - DDridgrater  - 

'6  364  - MLUaUFmtSRA  82  R  Atoor  5104 - PHer*y(3)  84 

'  511 .  RraeacartL-3-1  SUrad.  7-2  Hz;  Dace,  251  Pitoee  De  Berry,  351 
ailo  Thirty.  Uterott  Btem. 

3.25  MENM1  PLYtTDOD  HAtffiOP  CHASE 

■(£4311 :3m)  (5) 

1  WS  DUMUDW  LODGE  12  K 
i  441  flAuyoatBiiina 

a  3F34  CSTAM  ANGLE  22  (C0J 

4  21U4  HBfflLRTBUCHAIIMr  14 

5  UM'  5COFOM  22  (F£^  B  D1 
7-4  Brty  Ctoro  11-4  Carta  AqfcC  74  Hrtben  Beebenn.  51  DtealOT  lodge. 
104  SeteanL ' 

3.55  ~WALNIir  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£2,762:  2m  3f  llpydJtS)  '  . 

1  145  BEYOND  OUR  REACH  143FfiG^R  Hedges  511-10 

Ttea»r*e(3)  95 

2151  JtITOCS  5  (COS  J  Cto  7-11-8  (7ra) - 0  Lfflan  94 

•  3  2ER  HEUR DE-7AL8ffE5 W Tara 5114 - JPorarfT)  84 

4  -125  SUPaaC STAR fejfijSP Hedger  51512—  Dft«gua0Br« 

5  841  SUPBWBK 12  51510 - HRttate  92 

6  3451  UTILE  HOOUGANM  (C Aft  Hrtgs  5104  J  Her*  (7)  M 

7  -4P5  WtSTCLASE  IT  fflfl  6  ASort  WO-7 - R  Qnera  Q 

8  6084  .  SAN  DESDOWeBt  14  A  Barra  6-10-4  Hr  Rlbamtanffl  87 

.  9  631/ MADID  AD  BON  827  HRBelar  5152 - BPoart  - 


i)  C  M  5U-10  B  Renton  98 
V Wberet 5114  RJotoaar  90 
P  Hebba  7-11-7  D  Bridraetor  £ 

!fjs  p  mm  R-i  i-2  p  ifido  E 

0151519 _ BPowel  K 


MSopernttl  W 

HotetoaLM- 


-pRi 

Sq  Hes  De  T«L  7-1  Beysd  Oat  Bra*.  UBe 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


1RAIER&  J  Ott  6  atoms  knot  17  nmes.  £31;  P  Hedger^ 
ton  is.  26JTL  Utt  H  KrtUt  6  tom  23. 26.1*.  P  Ho»k  2Unn> 
86. 24.4S;  NYfifter,  3  torn  13. 23.1V  M  Pipe,  StaHi  161, 22.4%. 

JK3CEY& UIUbrIs. 7 Haas  tori  32 dte,2l J*: DBrttatoft 
14  toon  78, 17ftfc  R  Jnbraai,  3  toon  Staito;  T  Baawnbe,  6 
ftgn  51,  IlftS,'  R  aaete,  4  tom  38, 111%.1My  qateBers.  _ 


Dwyer  escapes  irijuiy 


MARK  DWYER  -escagsd  injury  *r  » 
crashing  EaD  from  Highland  Way  in  the 
Keoghans  Novices'  Chase  at  Hexham  yester¬ 
day.  He  was  taken  to  Hodham  General  Hosp¬ 
ital  frar  X-rays,  but  fearstbat  he  may  havesnff- 

ered  a  fracture  to  his  left  ann  were  unfoended 

as  ihe  examfoation  revealed  no  break. 


THUNDERER 
1Z35  Shanavogh.  1.05  Ambidaxtroiis.  1.35  B  The 


One.  2.05 
VaL  3J35  Bette 


.  Z35  Jocks  Cross.  3.05  Ubu 


GOING:  GOOD 


8.30AM  IMSPECT10N 


SIS 


1 2.35  BIROPEAN  BREEDERS  FUND  NATIONAL 
HUNT  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(Qualifier:  Dlvt  £2,164: 2m  41110yd)  (11  mmers) 


1 

2 

io 

IT 

52 

Haft 


531  BH3QAR5 BANQUET 20 (D/)P Bourne 6-11-10  BGcBBn  (7) 
512  SHANAVOGH  24  KDBffii  GJtan  511-10  —  J  Caftuhra 

pyi  001 CRUAOHN  17  Jffl  J  Jeferai  5114 _ Rfiaest 

324  CAUBMSH  DAM  15  M  Todhuier  5114 _ ’ _ P  Mar 

2/  OAVBWG 586 JJtemsoD 5114 - ■ - ffWBaanM 

15P  DRAKEWRA1H 174  ffl)B  Bade*  5114 - D  Parts 

HAWK  ML  BOY  F  Munagh  5114 _ _ _ ft! 

052  JAUN1Y GBIB1AL 13 Cnteer 5114 - B! 

5  RNNN6  STABS 266 Eftehente  5114 - Al 

P  SMART MSATW 13 UbiLhBsrt 5114 - Altarttn 

04  LBGHTON  LASS  20  J  Chrtm  5104 - K  Johnson 

51  Stenangh.  51  Jarty  Gmend.  52  Ben  Cnocbea,  12-1 


I  Boy, 


1  .05  DULTUN  NOVICES  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£2,416: 2m  If)  (12) 


1121  SUPERIOR 6ff.fi) L Lura 5124  _ 
KVF  nfi  DE Cft^ON  13 JMn 5114 - 


1  1121  SUW10P6 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 


IJadhe  (7] 

J  Ratoon 


...  BMM0N  264  (B)0llnfeB 511-4 - DJI 

5R4  IdSIAAfl  17  LLuem  4-114 . . . . If  Fester 

FB42  FLYAWAY  BUES  26RBI)  Urc  M  Rnteey  4-1512_  PMwi 

563  .JWTARTKTHW  206  Dttnd  5154 - G  Qtofl  (3) 

P-04  UR CWS1C 6 Mis L SMH 4-153 - Altomftn 

550  TKWS  DREAM  13  M  Htaomond  510-2 - D  Barter 

.  453  7KTTAO  2D  C  Me  5104 - D  Pater 

10  P04  MY  IC5S0E 15  R  Codtaan  5104 - LtTHere 

11  0354  LITTLE RBM9IG 26 MUHernnond 4-104..  NMbncon 

12  BP P-  AUBDEXTROUS 79F E Atakn 4-104 - BHnflog 

7-4  arartep.  51  I*  Otftita,  51  Mentew.  51  Flyrav  Bars,  Tlotao.  151 

12-1  owe. 


1 .35  EUROPEAN  RRmiBlS  FUND  NATIONAL 

HUNT  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(Qualifier:  Div It  £2,150: 2m 4f  IIQyd)  (11) 

1-Pl  B 1HE  OWE  19  (FI  J  Orton  5114 - RGentoy 

0  ARAGHADHAenAIEIBUeeM  Whgen5li4..  A  Dobbin 


OOP-  COTTAGE  JOKER  2D4  W  BeStefi  5114 -  ASSnrtr 

54P  FARMBIS SUBSDY 33 G Moore 4-114 - NBaftey 

5  HADAWAY  LAD  21B  J  Jatnun  5114 - 

O  JBOMIAX  17  (BR  G  Rldheede  5114 . . —  Bl 

6  1EHALDI 21  P  Cheesbnirti  5114 _ R!  .. 

SLVB1 GR0WE  JJ01W6-114 - Rlfcfirati  (S) 

345  MADAM  MUCK  194  NTrition-Orttai  5104 _ _  C  Maude 

10  4PP-  MORE  CHAMPAGK  218  Me  D  Ihumoa  5154  .  -  L  OHM 

11  006/  RASB)  LUCK  60S  R  CngB*  5104  - - B  Storey 

6-4  Bfta  Dm,  4-1  Urtan  Muter.  51  Mere  Cbamps.  Fftmaa  Subsidy.  SUnr 

Brae.  151  Metakil.  151  tftax 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRAISRS:  H  Tvtemn-Datees,  3  atom*  tom  8  nerare.  375V  J 

S13  tom  44. 295V  Mn  Mftnvriey.  25  torn  B8.  28.4V  J 
B  hM  23,  2fi.1V  Mrs  A  Sratoft.  7  toun  31. 22^%.  G 
32  bon  156. 20.6V 

JOCKEYS:  P  Niml  28  ataoro  tern  103  rtda.  27J2V  A  DobUa  21 

km  ICS,  19.«;iBude.7taqi».  17.9%;  JMagtaiB fora  48. 
tank  R  Gobi.  7  ton  32.  llSk  B  Stony,  21  tom  162. 13.W 


2.05  NORSEMEN  FOOTBALL  CLUB  NOVICE) 
CHASE  (£4,129: 2m  41 110yd)  (12) 

1  123F  BLUE  CHARM  13  (BFJ)  Mn  5  Bntwne  511-4  .  RGentoy 

2  54-1  SPWKY  GAYLE  13  (FAS)  CPatier  511-4 - B  Storey 

3  531  MAHNERS  IRRtB1 17  (QULS)  N  Trebtun-OirfES  51513 

IftMMnd 

4  PI  B«GADeiJ0rtie58PJAitara  7-1512 - J  RaOui 

5  463-  CAW'FOSAURUS  184  0  Alda  7-1512 -  AThoratoti 

6  055  CHPM0  OUT  224  (S)  M  Taftintar  51512  _  _  PNMn 

7  34-P  CROWN  EQUERRY  12  (BF.G)  G  Htcher*  51512  -  B  Harfiag 

8  271-  MN  DEE  398  (B  P  Branol  51512 _  R  Soppfa 

9  521-  RWGR  UK5H0N  213  (S)  J  Johnson  51512 _ N  WHbnsoa 

10  F4U  HBH HAWED  18 TCtetereB  51511 _ D Parker 


5U4  KAflENASlWO  33  Mn  5  Srrth  51511 - 1ft  P  Murrey 

-P04  I4USK BUTZ 13 Mrs D Thomson 51511 -  TReed 


54  Spsrty  Eayta.  52  Itodnec  Uni.  51  Bhc  Obis.  51  CMppad  Da.  151 
Rmr  Unsarao.  12-1  Dam  Eqrary.  NM  Dee.  151  otca 

2.35  GALDBECK  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£2,843: 2m  11)  (7) 


5256  DONE  WELL  6  P  Martett  5124 - GCahB 

511  JOCKS  CROSS  19  {CtLF&StB  Htereth  5124  _  A 
131-  COLORFUL  AMSmOH  G2F  (CDfl  Mn  A  SwtnlBf*  511-3 


4  3330  EDEN  DAHCSl  26  (BFff)  UrtURoretoy  511-1 -  PMwen 

5  124-  GM  ESTZ72  (M  JJ07W  51510—  R  McQah  (5) 

6  056  mOCBn  K0RGE  8  (DJF.G)  Mss  L  SMdal  7-10-4  A  Itanten 

7  F4P-  DIKE  (ff  PERTH  255  (6)  J  Johnson  5104 —  NtMbrason 
52  -tacts  Cnm,  51  Criortul  Aartbaa  5i  Cite  Bed.  51  tonacert  ’Seerge.  7-1 
Dane  lYefi  Eden  Dancer.  T51  Dtite  01  Perth 


3.05  □ALSTON  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£4,100: 3m)  (13) 


T  452  UBU UAL  17 (DJFASJW Bedte)  1512-0 - 

2  -144  EARLYMORMNG  UGHT  IS  (BFJA  S  Rlctsrds  i 


I  WBetote)  1512-0 _ ASSmtoi 

i  7-11-13 

ADebbta 

3  4213  DARK  OAK  IS  ff.G.S)JCirts  1511-7 _  R  Gartoy 

4  PPF-  FRONT LHE 219 PJJJOHea 511-7 - -  PMna 

5  154  UE  DETECTOR  20  (CDJ.6Q  C  Radar  51512 . .  „  DPSdter 
8  11-2  WESTWHi  BOY 21  flLF^)  P  Beacon  151511  _  RSmle 


7  144  HOWCLEUCH 17  I 
B  03U0  GALE  AKAD 17  | 
9  81-3  HOLY  SINS  17  ( 

10  1215  SCRAflO  VBN  1 

11  554  SPARROW  hull; 

12  (BUD  OFF  THE  BHU  19  I 


iJOfirer  51511 _ B  Storey 

Moore  5155 - -  ft  Bothy 

"  I  Tnston-Dens  7-10-3 - -  C  Maude 

)  P  Beamon  510-3  B  Grenan  (7) 
Gfl  J  Ftogtead  5150..  WDran 
i  S  tadbume  11-104 


Hr  M  Bnadbim  (7) 

13  56-  SNOOK  PONT 229(G) D  Lamb  5104 _ _  _ _ JBrte 

7-2  Ubu  va.  51  Htey  SUng,  7-1  Ejriyrnomlng  LrghL  Wetietol  Boy.  51  U 
tttetior.  Date  Oft.  151  Soabo  Iter.  12-1  often. 

3.35  ASPATHIA  AMATHJR  RIDERS  HANDICAP 
HURDLE  (£2,115: 2m  4f  110yd)  (9) 


253  STORMY  CORAL  17 
-621  TRAP  DANCER 
522  BAHB1 17  (BFl  Mre  A 
44P-  DAHSYB  SCftSE 
13A  MAMETTIA2B 
Ml  BSlf  ROSE 
P53  HJDEON  BAY 


L  17&S)  C PStea 511-10 — .  A Rart*  | 
13®PMB«e*51l4 _ RHteai 


7*11*8 -  QntWfconu 

194  P)  J  Jdferan  511-7 _ BSeden 

~  Mrs  M  Rewky  7-11-4  F  P  Cuantogtam  0 

JrJH  G  Brdords  51512 _ 6(5*0 

128(0.6^)  P  Beaami  51511 

a  PG5  MWORfTY  MAJOR  195  (G)  P  Oeesbni^i  74510 ' Rflta“S1 

9  445  TARGET UNE 322  PS)  Mre S  ftnfti 510-5 _  PMri^r^ 

S-C  BeUe  ftae,  7-2  Rap  Dam,  52  Bteier,  51  Stermy  Cool.  Mnesa.  51 
Htosn  BqrTBder.  151  Dwbjs  Base.  151  &m 


Blinkered  first  time 

GARUSL&- 1 05  Brunon,  Udte  Redwing.  TAUNTON:  12S  Ftoono 
Hamit  1.55  Btosscm  Ocala  355  Supremo  Star.  LTTTOXHTGr 
3.45  Sneam  kelaah,  Tony. 


YESTSB>AYSREmTS 


Chepstow 

Qoing:  good  ro  soft  (chase  camel:  sob 
(turtes) 

(2m  4(  110yd  hdta)  1.  MIGHTY  MOSS 
(Mr  F  Hutoby,  Evens,  lav:  Private  rtantfleap- 

Etop  raring);  2.  GBtra  trie  (L  Asneil. 
3.  Kind  f '  ' 

RAN:  54 

(4tfil.  25  Harry  The 
My  Shenendoeh.  100  Blaang  luSrade.  Fteh 
(pu),  Happy  Jack  (pu).  Irten  Perry,  Kmgn 
.Chwiy  (5rnj.  Lucky  Cal  Red  Brandi  15  ran 
NR  It's  A  Gem.  a.  31  4).  IS.  3W  D 
Nicholson  at  Temple  Guitmg.  Toe.  £2  00: 
Cl  50.  £3.10.  £5.00.  DF  C13fta  Tner 
E1B4  40  CSF-C14.18. 

155  (2m  41  HDyd  hdto)  1.  DRAGONMiST 
(D  J  Burches.  51).  2.  Parade  Racer  ' 


Upton.  52).  3,  CrottoconreerJ 
151)  ALSO  RAN  5-4  lav  Puerto  [Q. 
ForofivBnwhundrBd.  16  S»*e-Afttose.  20 
Chora  Mat.  Kacfri.  25  Java  Shme  (pu).  33 
Fortunes  Rose  (4th).  Norfolk  Glory  (pu). 
Troubla  At  Ml  (5lhj.  50  Lanecra  Breeze 
(0th),  60  PofcrTon's  Dream  (pu)  14  ran.  01. 
BL  201.  191.  171.  □  Burchel  al  Ebbw  Vate. 
Tote:  EB  40,  El  30.  El  10.  C4O0  DF  E24jO 
Trio:  £249 SI  CSF.  £28.64 
Z2S  (2m  31  110yd  Chi  1.  BELLS  LIFE  (G 
Tormey.  2-1  Cov):  2.  Beau  Babteard  (A  P 
McCoy.  11-4):  3,  Benjamin  Lancaster  (M 
Grtfitte..  51)  ALSO  RAN:  11-4  Armala  (0-4 
ran.  id.  2*1.  P  Hobbs  a  Mnenead.  Tote- 
£2ft0  DF'  £350  CSF.  £727. 

Z3B  (3m  hafell.GENSWL TONIC  (SortUe 
Mechel.  11-1):  2.  Karar  (D  O'Sufflvaa  13-2). 
3.  fotos  Dtektn  (A  Maguire.  14-11.  ALSO 
RAN.  51  tsv  Yes  Man.  152  Oats  Rose  (T).  8 
Fortunes  Course  (5th).  9  Giengerril  Girt  (bdL 
10  Laradoune  (4th).  14  Royst  Piper.  10 
Acmw  une.  20  Little  Gunief  (bd).  Sr  VWe.  25 
Spring  Hebe  (pu).  Top  Javabn  (tohl.  33 
Lucky  Lane  (pu)  15  ran  1^1.3^.71.2)41. 
2541  D  Gandoilo  al  Wantage.  Tote  £1 1  30; 
£2ftO.  £2.60.  £6.10  DP  £30.60  Trio' 
£19820  CSF-  £78  85  TreasL  £949  16 
325  (2m  110yd  cm  1.  OR  ROYAL  (A  P 
McCoy.  10-11  tav):  Z  Supor  Coin  (A 
Manure.  11-4).  3,  Gordon  (C  Mauw.  40-i> 
AL&  RAN.  7-2  Mouse  Bird  (D.  20  Mysic 
Court  (6th).  40  Gtendoe  [5m).  66  Banker*, 
Drees  Dance  (4rh|.  100  The  Waywero 
Bishop  (urj  9  ran  NR  Tennessee  )Cng  H 
101.  ItaL  sh  ha  3a  M  Pipe  at  Wetongrai 
Tote  £2  10; £1  50,  £1  20.  £6 80.  DF  £330 
Trio- £53 00.  CSF.  £3.75. 

3.55  (2m  110yd  flat)  1.  LADY  REBECCA  (A 
MaoMB.  5-^.  Z  Shore  Party  iL  Suthem,  7-4 
lav):  3,  Strong  Tel  (R  Hughes  20-1).  ALSO 
RAN.  100-30  51  Mrtiion  Leaure.  11  NWer 
Chips  (6th).  12  Wteows  FtoJeoe.  20 
Forwies  Gleem,  VenteH.  33  Repeal  Otter 
(4th).  66  Baby  Lancaster,  Counby  Ana.  Fine 
Spelt  (firm.  100  Mngay.  Meson  The  March. 
200 Saucy-*  Wort.  I5ran  NR-  FrantaeMuck. 
2»l.  12L  21.  121.  &  fc*S3  V  Wfflrans  al 
Heretard  Tosa  £340;  £1 40,  £1  50  E4  50 
DF.  £650  Tno.CS9  30.CSF  C7  35 
Jackpot  £7,1  DODO  (OJS  winning  ti draft. 
Pool  of  £i.592^9  carried  torwosd  to 
Utofflter  today). 

Pteeepot  ClSeftO.  Quadpot  £2090. 

Hexham 

Going:  good,  good  ro  tom  in  places 
1X6  (3m  11  ch)  1,  Cttopwe*  Curtatrw  (P 
Mven.  1-2  tav);  Z  Marreca  gO-il.  3.  Tco 
Goto  (10-11  l2ran.1l.11LTEsMrrtby.Toie 
£1 20:  £1  20.  £920.  £1  30  DF  £39.40.  Trio- 
£105  10.  CSF-  £14  05 


1 .35  (2m  41 110yd  hdle)  1.  Kings  Mnstral  (J 
Burte.  11-1).  Z  Dashmar  [2Q-1)  3.  Oevw 
Boy  (5-2)  Lifebuoy  2-1  tav.  7  ran  NR  The 
Ned  Waltz  a.  nt.  D  Lamb  T«e:  £25  30: 
£7.60.  £10.50  DF:  £38.40  CSF-  £144  B7. 
TncasL  £657.76 

2.05  (2m  110yd  ch)  1.  Effiotfa  VUfth  (N 
WWamson.  16-1);  Z  L*  Hygfene  14-  1J;  J. 
CrocKalawn  (SO-  f )  Golden  Fido  7-4  tav.  14 
ran  NR:  Araiodemua  'rA  2^1  J  Johnson 
Tote  £1100.  E2  00.  £160.  £1150  DF 
£23  30  Tno  E10DJ0.  CSF  £74  49 

2.35  (2m  hotel  1.  Anabranch  A4  Newtoa 
9-2  lav):  2  Tp  It  In  (5-1V  3.  Court  Joket 
(12-1).  9  ran  NR  FamUia  Art  121.  1  41  J 
Jerterson  Tote  £4  30.  £260.  £2.80.  E2  40. 
DF  £1220  Tim  E3l  BO.  CSF'  £2629 
TncasL  £233.79 

3.05  (2m  41 110yd  cn)  1,  Buyers  Dream  (G 
CahiL  7-lj:  2.  WHe  Spartde  (14-1  j.  3. 
Grand  Scenery  <13- 2)  Coder  fens,  6-1  fl  -lav 
14  ran  Nk.  2ftl.  B  EDlson.  Tore-  £1020 
E3£0.  £5  10  £1.80  DF  E105  4Q  Tno 
£13720  CSF  £96  02.  Tncasr  EB29  76 

3.35  pm  Da)  1.  Bold  Statement  (N  Bentley. 

5- 11:  Z  For  Cato*  (4-1);  3.  Bobby  Gram 
l20-i)  Lord  Ol  The  Lorii  li-8  tav  14  ran  41, 
1141  G  Moore.  Tote  £7  70.  £120.  El  30. 
£7  60.  DF  £1520  Trio  £10340  CSF 
£25  54 

PtacepoC  £5.145.30.  Quadpot  £97.70. 

Windsor 

Going:  good 

12.45  12m  41  hdle)  1.  Lady  Pea  (M  A 
Fitzgerald,  Em  tav).  2.  Rt«  Bay  (S-2):  3. 
Dark  QKfteng«  (10-11  7  ran  NR-  Dantes 
Cavalier.  Shnmp  Hd.  91.  N  Henderson 
Tote-  £190:  £130  £210  DF.  £3  30  Tno 
£320.  CSF  E6  47 

1.15  (2m  41  hdte)  1.  Spariding  Spring  <C 
O'Dwyer,  11-1).  2.  Best  Ol  Friends  (4-1)  3. 
None  Sirred  15-2).  Milerstard  3- 1  tav  9  ran 
M.  Bh  hd  K  BeBey  Tow  £12 10.  £4  00. 
£1  30.  £1  30  DF-£4820  Trio  £40.70  CSF 
£5327 

1.45  (3m  ch)  1.  Cad  Me  Rhwr  (1  Lawrence, 

6- 1  l-fovl.  2,  Jac  Del  Prince  (33-1 1:  3. 
Cardnal  Rule  (14-D:  4.  Mingus  i25-1|  La 
Mezeray  6-i  p-(av  16  ran  NR:  Ragged 
Krgdom  111.  20L  P  Hedger  Tore-  £610; 
£190.  £550.  £3  70,  £1010.  DF  rt12.B0 
Tno  £14090  CSF.  £16114.  Tncasr 
£2,404.56. 

2.15  (2m  hdei  l.  Ready  Money  Creek  U 
Osbcme.  10-1  itav).  2.  Darakshan  (7-21;  3. 
Henrys  Pori  (66-1)  H  ran.  21,  21  O 
Sherwood.  Toie- £2. 10  £1  10.  £120.  £900 
DF-  £4  10  Trier  £17400  CSF  £5.12. 

2A5  (2m  toil  1.  Zoiodar  (C  O'Dwyw, 
100-30  lav;  Richard  Evans's  nap)  2. 
Lasara  (20-1).  3.  Flcnu  (6-1)  10  ran  NR 
Sai^.  Star  Ol  Italy  -a.  31  K  Bailey  Tore. 
E3  10.  £1 .70,  £5  90  £1 00  DF  £27  4£t  Tno 
£15870  CSF  ESS  37  Trioaa:  £345  38 

3.15  (2m  hdfe)  1.  Donrdnwskxdlnner  (T 
Daacomt*.  3-1  lav|;  2  Pair  Of  Jacks  (9-21. 
3.  August  Twelfth  (20-iy  9  ran  4L  nh.  R 
Hodges  Tote-  £3  40.  £l  10.  £1  BD.  O  70 
DF  £420  Tno  £10650  CSF  £14  31 
Tricaa.  £174  63 

3.45  L2mH1l0ye  hde)  1.  Copper  Boy  (B 
PoweJl.  7-2)-  2.  Krtasad)  jlO-1);  3.  Lessons 
Laos  (10-1)  Dalreswan  9-4  lav  12  ran.  61 
7L  R  Buckler  Tote  £4  90:  1)  60,  C3Q0 
£350.  DF  £3590  Tno  £160  SO  CSF 
£37  53  Tncash £30505 

PlacepoG  £20-80.  OuxJpot:  £&S0. 


i 


50  SPORT /RADIO 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  NOVEMBER  28 1996 


Another  beef  in  the  war  against  steroids 


Do  you  fancy  a  job  in  sport? 

An  exercise-related  career 
can  often  sound  irresist¬ 
ible  to  a  young  man  or 
woman  eager  to  cash  in  on  a 
dedication  to  physical  fitness  and 
healthy  living.  Here,  though,  is  one 
offer  that  is  more  sad  than  stating  — 
and  enough  to  make  every  true  sports 
enthusiast  wince. 

It  appeared  in  The  Guardian  last 
week;  a  job  advertisement  placed  by 
the  Harrow  and  Hillingdon  Health¬ 
care  NHS  Trust  It  was  far  a  "Steroid 
Worker".  Harrow  Community  Drug 
and  Alcohol  service  is  seeking  a 
skilled  worker  "to  provide  informa¬ 
tion  and  advice  to  people  using,  or 
contemplating  using,  steroids.  Strate¬ 
gies  will  indude  the  provision  of 
sterile  needles/syringes  to  injecting 
steroid  users  and  work  with  local 
gyms".  Applicants,  who  should  be 
qualified  in  counselling,  psychology 
or  social  work,  are  advised  that 
"experience  of  bodybuilding  would 
be  an  advantage". 

"If  you  can't  beat  'em.  at  least  give 
’em  dean  needles."  seems  to  be  the 
philosophy  here,  and  the  message 
that  is  sent  out  to  thousands  of  young 
sportsmen  is  that  steroid  use  is  an 
everyday  ingredient  of  sporting  life. 

it  is  a  message  of  despair,  but  in 
the  world  of  sport  and  drugs,  there  is 
much  despair.  There  is  despair  at  the 
grassroots  level  of  the  gymnasium, 
and  there  is  despair  at  the  very 
pinnacle  of  sport. 

At  the  weekend,  it  was  reported 


that  Dean  Capobianco,  an  Australia 
sprinter,  who  is  facing  a  four-year 
ban  after  a  positive  test  for  anabolic 
steroids,  is  fighting  the  case  with  an 
ingenious  defence.  He  is  d aiming 
that  the  eating  of  meat  from  cows  that 
may  have  been  beefed  up  using 
anabolic  agents  can  cause  an  other¬ 
wise  innocent  athlete  tn  test  positive 
for  performance  enhancing  drugs.  If 
the  defence  works,  we  shall  no  doubt 
hear  of  a  lot  more  sportsmen  loading 
up  on  beef  and  bravely  ignoring  the 
dangers  of  CJD. 

Capo  bianco  said  that  his  evidence 
has  been  served  on  the  International 
Amateur  Athletic  Federation.  "I  can 
imagine  they  are  in  a  panic  about  the 
ramifications  for  their  whole  drugs- 
testing  programme."  he  said. 

“What  drugs-testing  programme?" 
some  might  ask.  Yesterday  Prince 
Alexandre  de  M erode,  the  medical 
chief  of  the  International  Olympic 
Committee  (IOC),  announced  that  16 


athletes  returned  suspicious 
urine  samples  at  the  Olympic 
Games  in  Atlanta  this  year, 
although  only  two  were  banned. 
"JurididaJ  grounds”  and  "tech-- 
nical  doubts"  saved  the  others. 

The  previous  time  the  Olym¬ 
pics  were  in  the  United  States,  in 
Los  Angeles  in  3984,  documents 
relating  to  nine  positive  drug 
tests  at  the  Games  were,  accord¬ 
ing  to  IOC  officials,  inadvertent¬ 
ly  shredded  by  a  hotel  cleaner. 

There  is.  sadly,  no  lack  of 
evidence  of  the  widespread 
abuse  of  drugs  in  sport  at  all 
levels.  In  the  aftermath  of  Ben 
Johnson's  disqualification  after 
winning  the  100  metres  at  the 
10SS  Games,  inquiries  were  launched 
in  Canada  and  Australia  and  con¬ 
cluded  that  drug  abuse  was  common 
in  rop-dass  sport  and  that  anabolic 
steroid  use  has  spread  into  recre¬ 
ational  sport  and  exercise.  Users  can 
now  be  found  in  large  numbers 
among  semi-elite  sportsmen  and 
women,  and  health  and  fitness 
enthusiasts  —  none  of  whan  are 
subjected  to  testing. 


The  line  between  drugs  in 
sport  and  drugs  in  society  is 
becoming  increasingly 
blurred,  and  children  as 
young  as  12  are  getting  hold  of 
steroids  in  a  bid  to  build  bodies  like 
their  muscle-bound  role  models. 

A  survey  last  year  estimated  that 
100, OCX)  Britons  under  the  age  of  16 
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Vacancy  at  Harrow  and  Hiding  don 

are  using  anabolic  steroids.  Schemes 
like  tiie  one  advertised  are  now  not 
uncommon,  and  follow  evidence  that 
an  increasing  number  of  syringe 
exchange  schemes  set  up  for  drug 
users  have  noticed  that  anabolic 
steroid  users  are  using  their  services. 
Such  centres  have  witnessed  the  sight 
of  apparently  super-fit  young  sports¬ 
men  lining  up  alongside  malnour¬ 
ished  drug  addicts  to  collect  their 
hand-out  of  dean  needles.  A  study  in 
1991  found  that  5  per  cent  of  all  dienls 
at  21  syringe  exchanges  in  England 
and  Wales  were  steroid  users. 

Dr  Huw  Ferry,  a  bodybuilder  who 
has  studied  steroid  abuse  for  the 
West  Glamorgan  Health  Authority, 
has  said  that  40  per  cent  of  addicts  at 
South  Wales  needle  exchanges  are 
now  steroid  users. 


'  None  'of  this  could  happen 
without  a  regular  supply  of  the 
drugs  and  the  law  gives  the 
pushers  far  too  easy,  a  ride.  The 
penalty  for  supplying  steroids 
has  been  increased  this  year  to  a 
maximum  of- five  years*  impris¬ 
onment  and  an  unlimited  fine: 

You  can,  however,  turn  up  at 
the  gym  with  a  sports  bag 
stuffed  full  of  them,  but,  unless  it 
can  be  proved  that  you  are 
selling  mem.  the  law  cannot 
touch  you  —  madness! 

Anyone  who  thinks  that  the 
use  of  such  drugs  is  simply  a 
short  cut  to  looking  strong  and 
performing  like  a  champion 
should  be  warned — steroids  can 
kill.  Birgid  Dressd.  si  West  German 
heptathlete  who  used  drugs  includ¬ 
ing  steroids,  was  fourth  at  the 
European  championships  in  1986. 

She  was  dead  before  the  year  was  out 
with  a  collapsed  immune  system. 
Lyle  Alzado,  an  American  footballer, 
died  in  1992  from  brain  cancer  that  he 
said  was  brought  on  by  years  of 
steroid  abuse.  Last  year  James  KevfiL 
a  London  bodybuilder,  became  so 
crazed  after  taking  a  huge  dose  of 
anabolic  steroids  that  he  ran  head¬ 
first  into  a  wall  and  died. 

Meanwhile  the  kids  from  the  gyms 
are  still  queueing  up  for  their  sterile 
needles  and  in  Harrow  they  are  still 
looking  for  a  "Steroid  Worker.”  It 
sounds  like  hard  work  to  me. 

John  Bryant 


part  of  the  writer /poet's  deeply  troubled 


S  kririte  ax  Impending 

HeStfiSrSder  rfftW  verse,  particularly  The  Raven. 

Opera  Matmte  Peter  Grimes.  Radio  3. 1.00pm.  - 

Rrinen’s  Peter  Grim&s  was  born  lustily  in. 1945.  Even  tothose  cr^cs- 

who  had  reservations  about  it  at  the  time, 

wouwSh  •  RMvBudd.  the  mivis  still 


toftJ?  MA  new  recordmgrf 
Peter  Grimes  on  the  Chandos  label.  Philip  Langndge  i5the  hounded 
fisherman  —  a  tremendous  peiWmanceatmost  as  good^  thatoT 
Peter:  Fears  —  and  Janice  -Watson  is  the  faithful  EUen  Orfarxi  The 
London  1  Symphony  Chorus  and  City  of  London  Smfoma  are 
conducted  oYfccbard  Hkkox.  peter  DsvaUc 


Davis  Cup  provides  fitting  finale 

Edberg  looking 
forward  to  life 
in  the  tramlines 


KlF*  :•  **■;  v'.?  ’--t  V  ’  . 
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Retirement  should  suit 
Stefan  Edberg.  He  is 
the  retiring  type  —  al¬ 
ways  has  been.  So  it  is 
probable  that  next  Monday 
morning,  when  the  moment  of 
truth  arrives,  the  rackets  will 
not  be  ritually  burnt  or  hurled 
into  the  nearest  lake,  but 
stashed  neatly  in  the  cupboard 
just  in  case  Edberg.  one  of  the 
great  champions  of  the  game, 
needs  a  little  exercise  a  month 
or  two  from  now. 

Whether  Edberg,  the  double 
Wimbledon  champion,  can 
shuffle  off  in  his  carpet  slip-.  - 
pers  with  one  final  memory 
rucked  into  his  dressing-gown 
pocket.  wOl  be  decided  in 
Malmd  this  weekend,  when 
Sweden  take  on  a  fitfully 
talented  France  team  in  an 
unlikely  final  of  the  Davis 
Cup.  Victory  would  provide  an 
apt  conclusion  to  Edberg's 
distinguished  career.  His 
opening  singles  match  will  be 
his  fiftieth  in  the  cup,  and  a 
record  of  won  35.  lost  14, 
stands  comparison  with  the 
best.  Now.  perhaps,  it  is  the 
turn  of  the  Davis  Cup.  with  its 
quaint  format,  to  lift  him  to 
one  last  peak. 


ANDREW 

LONGMORE 


“I  feel  very  relaxed  about  it," 
Edberg  said.  “It’s  a  team 
effort  we  support  each  other, 
and  that  makes  it  easier,  ft's  a 
great  opportunity  for  me  to 
finish  my  career  playing  in  a 
Davis  Cup  final.  To  win  would 
be  fantastic.  If  we  lose,  it  is  still 
a  nice  way  to  go  out  It's  not  the 
end  of  the  world." 

Nor  will  retirement  be  the 
end  of  Edberg's  world  in  the 
way  that  it  was  for  Bjorn  Borg 
and  Mats  Wilander.  his  com¬ 
patriots.  There  will  be  no 


comebacks,  though,  at  30.  he 
has  plenty  of  time  for  them. 
“Unthinkable,"  he  said.  “I 
know  that  coming  bade  on  the 
tour  —  playing  week  in.  week 
out  —  that  time  is  over.  If  I 
continued  to  play.  I  could 
probably  still  win  a  tourna¬ 
ment,  maybe  keep  playing  for 
another  two  or  three  years.  I 
am  still  fit  enough,  but  I 
couldn’t  win  a  grand  slam 
ftoumamenr  —  he  won  sixj. 
Once  that  chance  is  gone,  it’s 
better  to  leave  the  tennis  at 
home  and  forget  about  it” 

It  helps  that  Edberg  has  .. 
known  perfection' and  cannot 
kid  himself,  as  so  many  cham¬ 
pions  have  done,  that  next  best 
is  good  enough*  So  finely 
balanced  was  Edberg’s  game, 
next  best  tended  to  be  awful, 
anyway,  but  that  has  not  made 
the  decline  any  less  painful  to 
watch  or  to  endure.  Bit  by  bit, 
starting  with  that  impossibly 
athletic  service,  the  game  that 
touched  genius  in  a  straight- 
sets  defeat  of  Jim  Courier  in 
the  1991  final  of  the  US  Open, 
and  earned  $20  million  (about 
£13  million)  in  prize-money, 
disintegrated  until  even  the 
volley,  the  foil  stop  in  most  of 
Edberg's  on-court  conversa¬ 
tions.  finally  stuttered  to  a 
halt.  In  Dubai,  ear  tier  this 
year,  Edberg  contemplated 
abandoning  his  farewell  tour 
and  giving  up  right  there. 

"It's  the  worst  thing  when 
you've  been  at  the  top  and  you 
feel  yourself  slipping.”  he  said. 
"It  comes  to  a  point  when 
things  you  could  have  done  in 
your  sleep,  you  can't  do  any¬ 
more.  Shots  which  are  not 
possible  to  miss,  you  start 
missing." 

Like  the  one  that  cost  him 
the  third  set  against  Mikael 
Till  strom  on  a  miserable  eve¬ 
rting  at  Wimbledon.  "A  simple 
forehand  volley."  he  said.  "I 
was  4-2  up  in  the  tie-break  and 
missed  it  by  an  inch.  It's  what 
happens  when  you  get  older. 
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Edberg  intends  to  slip  quietly  into  the  shadows  after  his  retirement  this  weekend 


you  lose  a  step  and  a  step  is 
time." 

Edberg  lost  and  the  authori¬ 
ties  at  Wimbledon  were  right¬ 
ly  criticised  for  treating  him  — ■ 
one  of  their  great  champions 
—  so  shabbily.  Edberg  shrugs 
at  the  misfortune.  "I  had  one 
bad  day  through  that  period 
and  it  happened  to  be  that 
one."  he  said. 

Edberg  claims  to  be  looking 
forward  to  retirement  but 
only  when  the  new  year  comes 
and  the  Australian  Open  sig¬ 
nals  the  start  of  the  new  season 
will  life  without  tennis  truly  hit 
home,  probably  the  same  time 


that  the  tennis  public  will  be 
wondering  why  everyone 
plays  the  same  way  these 
days.  Sadly,  Edberg  has  seen 
no  successors  willing  to  pound 
his  tip-toed  beat  to  the  net. 

"Serve  and  valley  is  too 
predictable-  now  unless  you  do 
it  to  perfection."  he  said. 
“Guys  just  stand  in  with  then- 
big  rackets  and  take  the  ball 
on  the  rise.  The  ball  is  coming 
back  so  much  quicker. 

“Sooner  or  later  I  will  pick 
up  my  rackets  again,  because 
you  cm  still  play,  it's  great 
exercise:  but.  instead  of  play¬ 
ing  twice  a  day  every  day. 


maybe  it  will  be  three  times  a 
week.  If  I  feel  like  it,  I  might 
play  some  exhibitions.  I  just 
hope  that  when  it  (rettronent] 
hits  me.  1  will  be  busy  enough 
thinking  about  other  things." 

He  has  set  up  a  tennis 
foundation  to  help  young 
children  in  Sweden  and  wifi 
do  some  public  relations  work 
for  Adidas,  his  long-time 
sponsor.  He  will  stiH  be  based 
in  London  with  his  wife, 
Annette,  and  daughter,  Emi- 
lie,  and  has  bought  a  farm 
near  his  parents'  home  in 
southern  Sweden.  It  does  not 
have  a  tennis  court.  Nor  will  it 


940  Mooring  Cofectfcm,  with 
-  '  Peter  Hobday.  tndudes 
Vaughan  WBfiams  (Hvs  ■  . 
■-  Variants  at  Dives  and  .  . 

.  Lazarus);  Tatte  (Spam  in 
. :  ,  Aflum):  Haydn  (Symphony  No 

'  101.  in  D)  ‘  .  . 

1040  Ibiatcal  Encounters,  with 
•’  Main  Nlcofoon.  Includes 
Rossini  (Overture:- The  ttafian 
GW  h  Algiers):  Haydn  (Plano 
Sonata  in  G.HXV1 40);  Hahn 
. .  (Trois  Rondste:  La  Jour);  ' 
DvoHk  (Symphony  No  7  In  D 
minor):  F«a  (B  Amor  Brute) 
1240  GbmpOMrsoMhs  WMc 
American  Symphoniste. 
Copland  (Symphony  No  2,  A 
Short  Symptony1;WHBam 
-  Schuman  (Symphony  No  10, 
American  Muse) 

140pmH«ma;  Opant  Mtfnris. 

••  SaeChoka- -  •  • 

3j45  Tire  Hebrides  Ensambta. 

.  Shostakovich  (Prana  Quintet. 

’  Op  57.  kte  LcMn  and 
Catherine  Manson,  vtoflna, 
Judith  Busbridge,  viola. 

-  ■  •  WDfam  Conway,  ceflo,  Peter  . 
Evans,  piana  (r) 

44S  Tl»  BSC  OrdmatmL  BBC 

National  Orchestra  of  Wales 
underPSu)  HasJms.  Jane 
Atkins,  vioia.  Hindemith  (per 


of  Carole};  Mozart  (Oboe 
•  Qdartet  to  F.  K37Q) A  •  ■.* 

-  •  740  Bscfloxtoufteaux  RntfnL  . 

*«■  ''-iffiSKSsar™ , 

Bullock,  soprano.  BBC 
.  Phflharmorfc  undar  Yan  • 
.  Pascal  Tertater.Btyfee  - 
f.  •  (Overture. Waverfey);  Dutffleur  -. 
(Lb  Mystare  de  L' Instant)  I 
•  Berfoz  (La  Mortde 
>  Cleopatra);  DuWteux 

-  .  (Symphony  No  1) 
SLlQStmUtowflh  Ksdn.  Sines  . 


the  1942 pubfcalion oft*  - 
study  of  American  Kteraiure  • 
On  Native  G/vanci,  thewter  - 
and  critic  Alfred  Kazin  has 
played  a  vital  part  'n  the 
nation's  cukurei  debate 
Tonfeht he clscusses hte 
worii-ffvprogreas  God  and  the 


540 111*  Music  MacMm.  Tommy 
Pearson  cortinuas  hte 

examination,  of  dance  by 
.  looking  at  |azz  and.  tap  . 

.  5.15  In  raw,  wfth  Geraint  . Law*. 
IndhxSng- Matthias  M -Dance - 
Overtw^;  Honefls  (King 
-  David);  Brfttrin  (A Ceremony  • 


945  Ravel  Conoortm.  Plano 
Concerto  m  G.  Pascal  Roga, 
Montreal  Symphony 
Orchestra  under  Charles 
Dutoit 

10.00  Music  Rastored.  Recorded 
last  month  atthe  Royal 


to  mark  the  450th  anrwereary 
ofthe  death  of  Martin  Luther, 
Organist  Graham  Barber 
-  -  performs  chorales  from 

Bach's  Ctevier-Ubung  III  and  . 
settings  of  Eri1  Feate  Bug  1st 
Lfoser  Grft  by  Pachetoel,  - 

11 -30  Composers  of  the  Wa^c 

B®^*and  KodaSV  W 
1220am  Jazz  Notes  Hahy 

"Sweets"  Bison  has  ptewed . 

.  with  Count  Basie.  Frank  . 
Sinatra,  at  Jazz  at  the 
.  -  Philharmonic  and  with  his 

own  groups.  Tonight  he  talks  - 
about  teumpeteand  razz 
140am  Through  the  Night 
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PYKNIC 

W  Pronounced  as  plane.  Short  and  squat  in  build,  with  small 


Carsdesigned 
are  much  admired. 


Cars  designed  by  the  famous  Ptranfanna  studio 
are  iruch  admired.  Alfa  Romeo,  Bentley,  Ferrari,  Jaguar, 
Rolls  Royce  are  a  few  names  that  have  received  the  enviable 
touch.  IfURNA  has  established  an  equal  reputation  for 
innovation  in  the  watch  industry  with  its  name  inked  to 
important  inventions  and  improvements  in  the  science  of 
measuring  time.  The  corribmation  of  art  from  Paanfariia  and 
science  from  ETERNA  has  produced  ties  wonderful  new 
SPORTS  WATCH  cotiection. 

ETERNA  watches  retail  from  £215.  Available  at  selected 
jewellers  throughout  the  British  Isles  and  Ireland. 

For  more  information  please  contact 
ETERNA  UJL  Tel:  0171  405  2666  Fax:  0171  405  2914 
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FOR  Broxboume.  moving 
from  die  sublime  to  the  ridicu¬ 
lous  has  taken  just  two  weeks 
(Colin  McQuillan  writes). 
First,  a  fortnight  ago.  the 
National  Squash  League  dub 
put  Surbiton,  the  folly  profes¬ 
sional  members  of  the  Super 
Squash  League,  out  of  the 
inter-league  SSL  Cup:  this ' 
week  the  memory  of  that 
performance  was  forgotten  as 
Broxboume  were  deprived  of 
a  vital  win  in  their  own 
competition  by  a  doable  dis¬ 
qualification  In  their  match 
against  Phillips  Windows 
Chichester. 

Indeed,  even  their  victory  at 
Surbiton,  against  a  three- 
strong  line-up  induding  the 
England  internationals,  Si¬ 
mon  Parke  and  Tony  Hands, 
has  caused  problems.  Peter 
Gunter,  the  Broxboume  cap¬ 
tain.  said  of  the  forthcoming 
quarter-final  against  Lingfield 
on  December  Kk  “It  is  a  home 
tie  and  we  have  Peter  Mar¬ 
shall.  the  former  world  No  % 
perhaps  returning  by  then 


from  his  chronic  fatigue  syn¬ 
drome  problems,  but  we  oper¬ 
ate  on  tight  budgets  and  this 
means  we  have  to  fond 
another  match  we  did  not 
calculate  for." 

Broxboume,  who  had  led 
Group  B  of  the  National 
League,  fell  to  a  2-3  defeat  at 
Chichester  after  the  local 
match  refereeing  oo-ordinator. 
Devon  Kandiah.  awarded  the 
second-string  rubber  to  the 
home  team  when  a  loose  drive 
from  Julian  WeDings  struck 
Nathan  Dugan,  of  Chichester, 
in  fre  eye,  and  then  disquali¬ 
fied  Stuart  Cowie  for  return¬ 
ing  late  to  court  for  the  fifth 
game  of  his  fourth-string  rub¬ 
ber  against  Lee  Drew. 

With  Tun  Garner  losing  at 
first  string  to  Danny 
Meddings  and  Peter  Genever 
faring  similarly  against  Rod¬ 
ney  Durbach  at  third  string, 
the  match  was  level  at  2-2 
before  Linda  Charman 
clinched  a  home  win  by  beat- 
ing  Stephanie  B  rind  3-0  in  the 
women’s  fifth-string  match. 


office.  "Strange.  3  thought  that  was  always  inherited  Good 
Heavens.  I  don’t  suppose . . 

ZEIGARNIK 

(tj  A  tendency  to  remember  a  task  or  duty  that  we  have  not  yet 
amxptrted.  or  even  got  around  to.  This  is  a  term  fnwtdic  snugSc 
land  of  psychology,  and  describes  a  condition  10  which  a]J  ofns 
are.  to  vaiyaag  degrees,  prone. 

EMUNCTORY 

W  Of  nosfrMowing.  Or  any  organ  of  the  body  that  disposes  of 
?***  VTr'fFh  speak*  a*  *h*  Institution  tonight  is  vwO- 
}^wnrto  wl  °f  ns- Hb  emanctory  achievements  are  an  object 
lesson  lor  ail  of  ns. 
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detectives,  traded  titles,  a  kooky  cook 


In  mourning  for  the  two  fat 
ladies.  I  suddenly  saw  &  new 
career  oppormnityfor  them 
lasr  night.  In  fact  h  brighrened  a 
dull  evening-  A  detective  series!  It’S 
obvious!  Now  foal  irs  such  a  bit 
big  eflnrtfar  John1 Thaw  and  Kevin 
.  Whaley  to  turn  out  for  Inspector 
Marac  (ITV),  why  doesn’t  nairder- 
.  riddled  Oxford  call  up  those  game 
giris  ;- with  the  motorbike  and 
sidecar  instead?  Check  the  list  of 
Inspecior:  Morn’s  distinctions, 
and  Jennifer  .and  Clarissa  match 
them  all.  They  are  fond  of  quota¬ 
tion;  foqjr  have  a  snobbish  de¬ 
meanour:  and.  they  drive  "ah  - 
interesting-  vehicle,  It'S  a  wonder 
noboEty  moaglirt  of  it  before. 

- .  Hie  -trouble  with  the  classic 
Morse  _(and  last  night's  was  a 
classic  in ‘all-  foe^worat  senses}  is 
that  icsset  in4he  present  day.  This 
.Oxford  has  no  incident  rooms;  its 
radr»  just  a  quiet  office  for  the  - 
Ghiefittspeetor.  plus  a  quiet  office 
for  Mffise  and  Lewis.  Suspects  are 


interviewed  at  riverside  pubs, 
without  a  tape,  recorder,  while  a 
soggy,  copy  of  the  Police  and 
Criminal  Evidence  Act  floats  past 
•  unregarded;  Set  Morse  in  foe 
1950s.  and  npbody  would  mind. 
But  now  that'  Prime  Suspect  has 
■  equipped  the  average  viewer  with 
enough  procedural  expertise  to 
rim  his  own  murder  inquiiy. 
Inspector  Morse  just  looks  silly. 
So.  for  all  the  impact  on  realism  it 
would  have,  our  heroes  might  just 
as  w^  .  surrender  tbnr  badges  to 
foe  two  fat  ladies  at  once; 

The  stray  last  night  —  The 
Daughters  of  Cain  was  hum¬ 
drum:  .Oxford,  dqh  found  dead; 
suspicion  instantly  thrown  on 
.Brooks,  a  nasty  former  college 
servant;  -  waters  :  muddied  by 
women  murdering  Brooks  with 
same  weapon.  As- a  puzzle;  it  was 
OK  if  pverstreidhed  hy  about  30 
tnimites.  But  cm  foe  level  of 
character  assumptions  it  was  dire. 

.  If  a  young  woman  is  attractive  and 


lives  in  London,  she  is  a  prostitute. 
If  a  man  gets  the  sack  from  a 
college,  it's  for  dealing  drugs.  If  a 
middle-aged  woman  teacher  re¬ 
moves  her  cardipan  for  a  teenage 
thug,  he  will  assist  her  in  murder. 

In  fact,  the  only  believable 
moment  was  when  Morse  ques¬ 
tioned  Brooks's  tearful  widow 
about  her  husband's  criminality. 
“You  said  nothing  whfle  he  dealt  in 
drugs."  he  snarled  accusingly, 
“Because  it  got  you  a  new  kitchen!" 
At  which  point  she  looked  around 
lamely  and  waved  an  arm.  “Well, 
the  kitchen  did  need  doing.” 

Over  cm.  BBC2,  John  Alexan¬ 
der's  Modern  Times  film 
brought  an  interesting 
slant.  And  if  you  think  that  sen¬ 
tence  is  unfinished,  you  are  quite 
wrong.  Alexander's  7b  the  Manor 
Bought  may  have  been  ostensibly 
concerned  with  the  bizarre  modem 
traffidring  of  baronies,  but  h  was 
mainly  about  setting  camera  tri- 


Lynne 

Truss 


pods  with  raw  leg  shorter  than  the 
others.  Try  an  experiment  Hold 
this  newspaper  in  front  of  you  (a 
hand  at  each  top  comer);  then  drop 
your  right  hand  by  six  indies,  and 
cock  your  head  to  one  side.  That 
was  foe  interesting  slant 
Sometimes  documentary-mak¬ 
ers  hit  on  the  perfect  Post-Modon 
style  for  a  nutsy  subject  like  this, 
and  sometimes  they  don't.  To  the 
Manor  Bought  stopped  just  short 


of  showing  that  the  sodai  world 
had  turned  upside  down  by  show¬ 
ing  it — well,  literally  upside  down. 
Water  flawed  uphill;  chess  sets 
defied  gravity,  and  viewers 
clutched  their  chair-arms  against 
the  rollercoaster  effect.  Perhaps  foe 
larky  angles  were  to  remind  us  it 
was  all  rather  funny  —  with 
harmless  chaps  in  pullovers  seri¬ 
ously  calling  themselves  “The  Bar¬ 
on  of  Trereragh"  —  but 
unfortunately  some  of  us  were  too 
busy  to  laugh,  being  regularly  sick 
into  a  paper  bag. 

Meanwhile,  what  is  a  purchased 
title  really  worth?  This  interesting 
question  was  answered  in  every 
conceivable  way,  with  lots  of  dig- 
in-foe-ribs  reminders  that  most 
titles  were  purchased  by  foe  t  rue- 
blues  in  the  first  place.  Melody. 
Baroness  Urquhart  (formerly  in 
showbiz)  opined  that  h  would  take 
just  three  generations  for  the  blue 
blood  to  start  coursing  through  her 
descendants’  veins,  while  her  hus¬ 


band  explained  that  bringing  new 
people  into  the  system  invested  ari¬ 
stocratic  titles  with  a  new  respec¬ 
tability.  You've  got  to  admit  that’s 
a  novel  view;  or  even  an  interesting 
slant.  In  fact,  the  camera  could 
have  canwheeled  at  this  point,  and 
nobody  would  have  minded. 

Gary  Rhodes  visited  North 
Yorkshire  for  Open 
Rhodes  (BBC2),  and  it 
was  worth  all  foe  daft  preamble 
with  a  waxwork  Dracula  in  Whit¬ 
by  to  meet  foe  board  of  the 
Yorkshire  Pudding  Appreciation 
Society,  who  turned  up  in  a  short 
dapper  line  like  undertakers  and 
measured  Gary's  puddings  with  a 
special  ruler.  As  a  form  of  self- 
importance.  legitimate  member¬ 
ship  of  the  Yorkshire  Pudding 
Appreciation  Society  certainly 
beats  paying  £30.000  for  a  footling 
title  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  found 
at  the  back  of  an  airing  cupboard. 
The  pudding  brigade  can  not  only 


confer  real  distinctions  (certificates 
with  gold  seals),  but  they  get  to  eat 
a  lot  of  yummy  cooked  haner  along 
life's  dreary  way. 

Meanwhile.  Gary  presented  sev¬ 
eral  slightly  peculiar  recipes  with 
his  usual  emphatic  delivery,  which 
involves  much  exercising  of  the 
elbow  joints—  rather  in  the  manic- 
puppet  manner  of  George  Michael 
when  he  used  to  sing  “Wake  me  up 
before  you  go-go".  Last  night 
(whenever  he  could  control  his 
wild  forearms  long  enough)  Gary 
made  roast  cod  and  Yorkshire 
pudding;  deep-fried  black  pudding 
with  home-made  tomato  ketchup: 
black  treacle  pudding  with  liquo¬ 
rice  ripple  ice-cream.  One  might 
criticise  foe  quantity  of  pudding, 
but  —  sony,  hang  on,  l*ve  just 
realised  why  Gary  pretended  to  be 
related  to  Dracula:  it  was  his 
widow's  peak!  Ho  hum.  a  visual 
joke  that  has  taken  12  hours  to  sink 
in.  I  cant  help  wondering,  is  this  a 
record? 
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UKMarBt&fNESS  BREAKFAST  (57490)  . 
7.00  BBOBREAKFAST  NEWS  (T).(34461)'  - 
9.00  BREAKFAST  MEWS  EXTRA  (T) 

-  (6816867)  .  . 

*20  SrrVL£CHAlLENGE  (1 0T6374) 
a4sjam&ir  (8S75B4^'  * 

IflaoCAtff-CObK,  WONT  COOK  Alnsley 
Harriott  (10206) 

11.0ONEWS -fl>  REGIONAL  NEWS  and 
Msefosr  (2051451). 

11.05  THE  REALLY  USEFUL  SHOW  .. 
Consumer magazine  (4979460) 

1^1.45  SWUJE’S  PEOPLE  (S796732) 
12J00.NBKB  fl)  REGIONAL  NEWS  rati 
.weather  (4812461) 

12.05pm  SNOWY  RIVER  —  The  McGregor 

5*ga  (2373022}- 

12J50  COUNTRY  WALKS  TO  CURIOUS 
PLACES?'  iris  Mis  around  Bath 
.  .XU214Q22),  .  :  .=;*  ■ 

NEWS  (T)  and  weather  (44846) 

ISO  REOONAL  NEWS  (14971190) 

140  NHtSffHKXJRS"  (T)  (24882190) 

290  SNOOKER:  The  UK  Championship 
'  Quarter-finals  (6221 19) . 
aioixiiar  THE  DINOSAUR  (i)  (5458954) 
3-»AMn  and  the  Chipmunks  (r) 
(8986022)  A20Ju0aJakyH  and  Hatriat 
HAa*  (IT  (6824683)  435  Smart  (T) 

-  -  (1527935)  5j00  Mwemund  (T) 

■■  *  £0726*5)  S-IO  Bytor  Grow  (1} 
A004845)-  .  . 

IL35NBGHBOURS  (1)  P54816) 

Sq6  nEW5  (T)  arid  weather  (799) 

Ud  fl^aCiNAL  NEWS  MAGAZINES  (751) 
7.00WATCHDOG  (T)  (38S7)  ;  - 
7JOEAST0OERS(T)(935) 

AGO  ANIMAL  HOSPITAL  presented  by  Rolf 
Harris.  A;  reunipn  with  Oscar,  foe  rare 
Edbino  Cafitorrrian  king  snake  0  (ffll  5) 
8302POMT4  CHILDREN  Ben  foes  to  giue 
-Jerviylhe  benflft  of  tevwsdoni  (T)  (7022$) 

,  8-OGKEWS  (T)  REGK)NAL  NEWS  and 
^  weather  [2732) 

P30  BUDGET  RESPONSE:  Ubeotf  ' 

Democrat  Treasury, Spokesman  (I) 
(597867)  '  .  ..  . 

940  THE  THIN  BLUE  LBS  Fly  on  thaWaB 

With  Raton  Afionson:  A  B8C  crew  came 
to  Gastarth  to  make  a  documentary 
about  potefog  (Q  (B41190); 

10.10  ^^H-CRbCOOKE  SHOES: 

Running  Man  Released  tram 
prison,  Jed  resigns  Wmsaif  to  a  life 
outstdB  lhe  music  business  (T)  (4251 75) 
11.05  QUESnON  TIME  OavM  ttnbleby 
chairs  a  debEtie  tnm..  London.  His 
panefefa  are  foe  financial  Secretary  in 
the  Treasury,  Michael  Jack.  MP.  Shadow 
Chief  Secretery  to  foe  Treasury,  Alfetafr 
'  Darling,  MP,  tjberaJ  Democrat  Treasury 
Spokesman,  Malcolm  Bruce,  MP.  and 
Dams  PatitiaNevBeslonas.  a  managing 
director  of  NatWest  Markets  (I)  (829461) 
1!L05amCXJVE  ANDERSON  ALL  TALK  with 
Geena  Davis,  Andrew  Nea  and  Jim 
Davidson  (i)  (T)  (7408829) 

12.40  SNOOKER:  Tha  UK  Championship 
HigWjghte  from  the  last  two  quarter-finals 

(1548707) . 

140  WEATHER  (1879558) 

VMwilwr  iwHwVMioPlaCbto  . 

Rib  numbers  next  to  each  TV-  prograraroe 
Bating-  am  Video  PtusCoda*'  nuitttihWi 
aOow  you  to  programme  your  vfcfao 
iitjUinay  w*h  b  Vfooof^u9+  “  handsa 
the  Vkfiw  PlusCode  for  the  praam 


handset.  Tap  to 


wish  m  maofd.V«d*c*A»+  ().  I 
and  Video  Pragmransr  are  trademarks 
Senator  Development  Ltd.  - 


6.00am  OPEN  UMVBtSFTY:  Sdence  - 
‘  Matters  (5360664)  SJSO  The  Chemistry  of 
Creativity  (9875916)  7.1S  See  Hear 
Breakfast  News  (6907206)  7.30  Perils  of 
Penelope  Ptatop  - (4675683)  735  Blue 
•  Peter  (7103577)  &20  Noddy  (3201916) 
.835  The' Record  (B416596)  9^0  The  rT 
:  Collection  (1027480)  925  The  Art 
(6893916)  935  Writing  and  Pictures 
(2336652)  1030  Playdays  (28312)  1030 
Straytfrne  (3446138)  1035  Teachmg 
Today  (956080)  11.15  Practising  Belief 
.  (7619003)  1130  Showcase  (1320954) 

'  1135 '  Landmarks-  (6122596)  1135 
Belief  File  (6714138)  12.15pm  Ha&o  Aus 
,  Bafin  (9446634)  1230  Working  Lunch 
(60799)  1.00  Lifeschool  (38313481)  135 
■  Mad  About  Musk:  (39246008)  135 
Numbeitime  (14998867)  230  Noddy 
(56015461)  '  ' 

2.10 THE  FUGITIVE  (5315954)  : 

3J»  NEWS  (4735119)  . 

3.05  WESTMINSTER  (6223374) 

335  NEWS  (5455867) 

430  SNOOKER  See  BBC1  (1356) 

6.00  STAR  TREK:  Deep  Space  Nine  (T) 
(312383) 

6A5SNOOKER  (450312)  ' 

730  FIRST  SiGHT  (577)WALES:  The  Work* 
EAST:  Matter  of  Fact  MIDLANDS: 
Midlands  Report  NORTH/NORTH 
EAST/NORTH  WEST:  doaa  Up  North 
SOUTH:  Southcm  Eye 
8.00  THE  WORKS  How  top 

-  comedy  formats  are  sold  to 

American  television  (T)  (5747)  WALES: 
Roll  Over  Beethoven 

830  TOP  GEAR  A  visit  to  foe  annual  Beale 
.  Bash.  Plus  a  review  of  the  latest 
turtxxflesels  (T)  (9664) 


Dick  (930pm) 


9.00  3RD  ROCK  FROM  THE  SUN  Dick  (John 
Ufogow)  eopedences  the  emotion-  of 
jealousy  fer  the  first  time  (I)  (8454) 

930 THE  MIND  TRAVELLER  with  Oliver 
Sacks.  Usher's  Syndrome:  being  bom 
deaf  and  gofng  Wind  (T)  (471393) 

1030 10X10:  Me  of  Dogs  (623041) 

1030  BUDGET  RESPONSE  by  the  Liberal 
Democrat  Treasury  Spokesman 
(516935) 

1035  NEWSNIGHT  (T)  (677436) 

1130  LATE  REVIEW  with  Mark  Lawson. 

-  -  Germaine  Greer.  Howard  Jacobson  and 
=  Jm  White  (633751) 

1235am  THE  MIDNIGHT  HOUR  (4481639) 
1235 THE  LEARNING  ZONE:  OPEN 

-  -  UNIVERSITY:  Design  lor  an  Afen  World 
‘  (8118894)  130  Mapping  the  Mky  Way 

.  .  (73455)  130  Jets  and  Black  Holes 

(80233)  230  FETV  Short  Cuts;  Human 
biology  (44964)  430  Languages:  Now 
You're  TaJkjng/Bon  Mot  (28928)  530 
Business  and  Wbrfc  The  Smafi  Business 
Prt£ramme/20  Steps  to  B^ter 
Management  (44900) 


■.  j.  i.’.rrM 


The  Works:  Men  Behaving  Badly.. -in 
Hoflywood 

BBC2,  8.00pm  (Wales ,  730pm ;  Scotland , 
tomorrow  6.45pm ) 

With  HU  Death  Us  Do  Part  and  Steptoe 
and  Son,  Beryl  Vertue  pioneered  the  selling 
erf  British  sit-cam  formats  to  the  United 
States.  She  is  still  doing  it  Her  latest  project 
is  a  transatlantic  version  of  the  show  she 
Men  Behaving  Badly.  The  film 
i  Vertue  to  Hollywood  and  provides 
an  insight  into  different  approaches  to 
putting  comedy  on  the  screen.  Venue  says 
the  big  difference  is  in  the  number  of  people 
involved,  a  huge  Factory  against  a  cottage 
industry,  though  foe  ultimate  test  is  what 
appears  on  the  screen.  With  its  American 
cast  and  dialogue.  Men  Behaving  Badly  is 
only  a  distant  relative  of  foe  British  version. 
Venue,  however,  denies  a  watering  down.  As 
.in  Britain,  this  politically  incorrect  show 
attracts  more  women  viewers  than  men. 

Women  At  Pby:  Jibby  Beane,  the  Art  Scene 
'Queen 

Channel  4.  SJOOpm 

Jibby  Beane  sounds  likes  an  anagram  but  is 
an  amalgam  of  nickname  ana  married 
surname.  She  was  an  interior  designer  living 
-with  her  husband  fold  two  children  in 
respectable  Surrey  when,  at  the  age  of50,  she 
decided  tocut  loose  arid  become  a  free  spirit 
She  left  her  spouse  for  a  man  half  her  age.  set 
up  an  an  gallery  in  her  spacious  Bayswater 
flat  and  started  a  new  job  as  a  fashion  model 
for  Vivienne  Westwood.  Beane  is  as 
flamboyant  as  this  CV  might  suggest,  calling 
everyone  “darting",  snowing  off  her 
immense  collection  of  eight-inch  :  platform 
shoes  and  generally  determined  to  flaunt 
herselt  Those  tempted  to  emulate  Beane 
may  reflect  that  it  needs  money  as  well  as 
chutzpah.  The  flat  was  not  cheap,  nor  was 
her  Mercedes.  Where  foe  money  came  from 
is  not  revealed. 

The  Turner  Prize 
Channel  4, 9jOOpm 

Douglas  Gordon  is  -  best  known  for 
projecting  Alfred  Hitchcock's  film  Psycho 
without  sound  and  slowing  it  down  so  run  24 
■hours.  Simon  Patterson’s  fame  rests  an  a 
version  of  the  London  Underground  map 
with  foe  stations  renamed  after  such 
luminaries  as  Oliver  Reed,  Kirk  Douglas 
and  Groucho  Marx  All  of  which  seems  to 
belong  more  to  pastiche  than  art,  if  you 
regard  ait  as  an  original  creative  process 
and  not  simply  having  fun  with  somebody 
rise's  work.  But  it  may  be  best  to  stifle  such 
objections  for  both  Gordon  and  Patterson 
have  been  shortlisted  for  foe  1996  Turner 
Prize,  along  with  foe  relatively  more 
conventional  Craigie  Horsfield 
(photographer)  and  Gary  Hume  (painter). 

Crocodile  Shoes:  Running  Man 

BBC],  10.10pm 

The  original  Crocodile  Shoes  was  a  patchy 
affair  and  a  big  disappoinment  after  jimmy 
Nail’s  bold  and  original  Spender.  After  a 
halting  start,  the  sequel  is  proving  to  be  a 
happier  project,  perhaps  because  Nail  (who 
is  creator  and  writer  as  well  as  star)  is  back 
on  home  territory.  Tonighrs  episode,  in 
which  Nan’s  singer-songwriter  returns  to 
Tyneside,  has  all  the  Spender  pie 
from  tiie  harsh  industrial  baaed 
Sammy  Johnson  as  the  fall-guy  who  bhes 
back.  The  plotting  is  sure,  the  laconic 
diatogueajqy  and  those  who  fail  to  warm  to 
Nail’s  singing  can  be  assured  that  there  is 
very  little  ofiL  Among  a  raft  of  credible 
characters  there  is  one  caricature,  a  grubby 
tabkHdiournalist  trying  to  collect  dirt  on  our 
hero.  The  repealed  humiliation  of  this 
wretched  hade  suggests  that  Nail  had  real- 
life  scores  to  settle.  Peter  Waymarit 
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630am  GMTV  (1 40504 1 ) 

935  SUPERMARKET  SWEEP  (1024393) 
935  REGIONAL  NEWS  (2833190) 

1030  THE  TIME. ..  THE  PLACE  (22138) 
1030  THIS  MORNING  (24842596) 

1230pm  REGIONAL  NEWS  (T)  (4618645) 
1230  NEWS  and  weather  (T)  (4784515) 

1235  SHORTLAND  STREET  (4769206) 
135  CORONATION  STREET  (r)  (T) 
(7665867) 

230  HOME  AND  AWAY  (T)  (5781 791 6) 

235  CROSS  WITS  (T)  (57829751) 

230  VANESSA  (T)  (6630041) 

330  NEWS  (T)  (4742409) 

335  REGIONAL  NEWS  (T)  (4734480) 

330  THE  RIDDLERS  (3244770)  330 
Whadora  (7174732)  330  Tha 
Syhrastar  and  Tweety  Mysteries 
(3255886)  435  Scooby  Doo  (9254515 ) 

4.15  Name  That  Toon!  (5370577)  430 
Out  of  Sight  (4721596) 

5.10  A  COUNTRY  PRACTICE  (7029225) 
SM  NEWS  and  weather  (T)  (403867) 

630  HOME  AND  AWAY  (r)  (T)  (502190) 

635  HTV  NEWS  (T)  (101374) 

7.00  EMMERDALE  (T)  (8935) 

730  THE  HG  STORY  Dermot  Mumaghan 
investigates  the  Church  of  Scientology 
(913) 

8.00  THE  BILL  Skase  and  Hollis  demonstrate 
two  differing  approaches  to  police  work 
when  a  pretty  young  journalist  spends  the 
day  at  Sun  Hill  (T)  (7683) 

830  IS  IT  LEGAL?  Office  Party  Will  Dick  find 
out  why  everybody  is  avoiding  eye 
contact  foe  morning  alter  the  office  party? 
(T)  (6190) 


Reece  Dinsdale  as  Di  Scott  (930pm) 

9.00  THIEF  TAKERS  The  trial  of  Frank 
McGrath  collapses,  prompting  Scott 
(Reece  Dinsdale)  to  consider  his  future  In 
the  Met  (T)  (9157) 

1030  NEWS  and  weather  (T)  (20683) 

1030  REGIONAL  NEWS  (269515) 

1(L40  BUDGET  96:  THE  LIBERAL 
DEMOCRATS  (523225) 

1030  FILM:  BBIy  Bathgate  (1991)  it  Is  the 
Depression  and  a  young  man  who  wants 
lo  gel  ahead  hitches  his  wagon  to  New 
Yotk’s  most  feared  underworld  figure. 
Everything  is  hunky  dory  until  the 
youngster  faBs  for  the  gangster's 
girlfriend.  With  Dustin  Hoffman,  Loren 
Dean  and  Nicole  Kidman.  Directed  by 
Robert  Benson  (40755480) 
12L45amTHE  WAR  OF  THE  WORLDS 
(4356436) 

1.40  NOT  FADE  AWAY  (4828184) 

2.40  FLUX  (2638320) 

330  LATE  &  LOUD  (r)  (7383207) 

430  THE  TIME ...  THE  PLACE  (581 46) 

530  HEROES  (r)  (33349)  (86963119) 

530  MORNING  NEWS  (24558) 


.CENWAL^^; 


As  HTV  West  except: 

1235pm  HOME  AND  AWAY  (4769206) 

135  CROSS  WITS  (39325206) 

1 35  A  COUNTRY  PRACTICE  (24896393) 
230  VANESSA  (5781 1 732) 

230330  HIGH  ROAD  (6630041) 

5.10330  SHORTLAND  STREET  (7029225) 
635  CENTRAL  NEWS  AND  WEATHER 
(527409) 

635-7.00  LIFELINE:  TRANQUILLISERS 

(473409) 

1230am  PLANET  ROCK  PROFILES 

(3820900) 

130  THE  PANASONIC  SOUND  BLAST 
AWARDS  (9071726) 

2.15  NOT  FADE  AWAY  (430894) 

3.15  FLUX  (436078) 

4.15  JOBFINDER  (5630981) 

530  ASIAN  EYE  (1825962) 
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As  HTV  West  except 
1235  EMMERDALE  (4769206) 

135-135  CROSSWITS  (39325206) 

135  HOME  AND  AWAY  (29579867) 

235  VANESSA  (57810003) 

235  A  COUNTRY  PRACTICE  (1085157) 
5.10-5.40  HOME  AND  AWAY  (7029225) 
630-7.00  WESTCOUNTRY  LIVE  (32916) 


As  HTV  West  except 
1235  CROSS  WITS  (4769206) 

135  HOME  AND  AWAY  (39325206) 

135  SHORTLAND  STREET  (24896393) 
230  VANESSA  (5781 1 732} 

230-330  HOUSEPARTY  (6630041) 

5.10  HOME  AND  AWAY  (7029225) 

630  MERIDIAN  TONIGtfL(867). .  -  . 

630-730  ANYTHING  YOU  CAN  DO  (1 19) 
430am  BEYOND  REASON  (58146) 

5.00  FREESCREEN  (33349) 


As  HTV  West  except 
1235pm  CROSS  WITS  (4769206) 

135  HOME  AND  AWAY  (39325206) 

135  JUSTICE  OF  THE  LAND  (24896393) 
230  VANESSA  (5781 1 732) 

230-330  PERFECTLY  PETS  (6630041) 
5.10-5.40  SHORTLAND  STREET  (7029225) 
635  ANGLIA  WEATHER  (428799) 
630-730  ANGLIA  NEWS  (119) 


.•^S4Cv 


Starts:  635am  PRO  STARS  (9889119)  7.00 
THE  BIG  BREAKFAST  (67799)  9.00  HERE'S 
ONE  I  MADE  EARLIER  (73472)  930 
YSGOUON  (862003)  1230  HOUSE  TO 
HOUSE  (27596)  1230pm  TRUMPTON 

(17786848)  1235  ALFIE  ATKINS  (17774003) 
130  SLOT  MEJTHRIN  (60886)  130  Film: 
PETTICOAT  PIRATES  (27008461)  335 
FRESH  POP  (2564138)  3.15  RICKJ  LAKE 
(6834954)  4.00  FIFTEEN-TO-ONE  (732)  430 
RIDE  ON  (916)  5.00  5  PUMP  (9041)  530 
COUNTDOWN:  THE  SEARCH  FOR  THE 
SUPREME  CHAMPION  (596)  630 

NEWYDDION  (133119)  635  HENO  (520596) 
635  SION  A  SIAN  (495461)  7.00  POBOL  Y 
CWU  (630867)  735  PENBLWYDD  HAPUS 
(412312)  830  CYW  HAUL  (5225)  830 
NEWYDDION  (4732)  9.00  CANT  Y  CAR 
(7799)  10.00  BROOKSIDE  (726515)  1035 
Film:  NIGHT  SHIFT  (86970409)  1235am 
TURNER  PRIZE  1996  (1532146) 


635am  PRO  STARS  (98891 19)  7.00  The  Big 
Breakfast  (67799)  9.00  Here's  One  I 
Made  Earlier  (73472)  930  Schools' 
Middle  English  9.45  The  Maths 
Programme  11.05  Scientific  Eye  1035 
Geographical  Eye  10.45  Le  Petit  Monde 
de  Pierre  11.00  Geographical  Eye  1130 
Rim  and  Video  Showcase  11.40  The 
Spanish  Programme  (862003)  12.00 
House  lo  House  (27596)  1230pm 
Trumpton  (17786848)  1Z45  Aifre  Atkins 
(17774003)  1.00  Sesame  Street  (43022) 
ZOO  Mongo  Makongo  (56040157) 

2.10  THE  LUANG  SEA:  Jewel  of  the 
Caribbean  The  coral  reef  of  the  island  ot 
Saba  (T)  (70378954) 

Z40  FILM:  Challenger:  Part  Two  (1990) 
Conclusion  of  the  him  about  the  seven 
Cha/tenqercrew  members  of  the  doomed 
mission  (5468312) 

4.00  FIFTEEN-TO-ONE  (T)  (732) 

430  COUNTDOWN  (T)  (916) 

5.00  R1CKI  LAKE  f T)  (5693480) 

SAS  HIPPY  CRITICAL  (r)  (T)  (777954) 

630  NEW  GAMESMASTER  (T)  (409) 

630  HOLLYOAKS  (T)  (461) 

7.00  CHANNEL  4  NEWS  (T)  15030031 
730  THE  SLOT  (339886) 

830  WOMEN  AT  PLAY  Profile  ot 

jibby  Beane,  who  ai  the  age 
of  50  reinvented  herself  as  a  model  for  the 
catwalk  of  Vivienne  Westwood  (T)  <5225} 
830  BROOKSIDE  Can  Jimmy  face  the  future 
without  Jackie?  Bev  is  devastated  when 
the  truth  is  finally  revealed  Can  Little 
Jimmy  live  up  to  his  promise  to  change? 
0)  (4732) 

9-0°  KSS®  TURNER  PRIZE  1996  Live 
Eggraffil  coverage  from  the  Tate 
Gallery  (T)  (7799) 


u 


Crisay  Rock  plays  Maggie  (10.00pm) 

10.00  FILM:  Ladybird,  Ladybird 

(1994)  Ken  Loach's  inlemalionalty- 
acclaimed  film  inspired  by  real  events 
This  is  foe  story  of  Maggie,  whose 
children  have  been  taken  from  her  by  the 
Social  Services  because  ol  a  previous 
violent  relationship.  She  falls  in  love  with  a 
Latm  American  refugee  and  sees  a 
chance  ol  happiness.  But  her  history  still 
haunts  her.  Stamng  Crissy  Rock  (T) 
(629409) 

1135  MOV1EWATCH  (r)  (2197701 

1235am  THE  NIGHTMARE  YEARS  Tha  true 
story  ol  an  Amen  can  joumaiisi  working 
for  an  international  news  service  in 
Germany  in  1934.  With  Sam  Walerson 
and  Ronald  Pickup  (1/4)  (r)  (T)  (326829) 

2.15  BERNARD  HERRMANN:  Music  for  the 
Movies  (r)  (438436) 

3.15  STEEL  DRUMS  (r)  (76822813) 

330  FILM:  Black  Hand  (b/w.  1949)  with  Gene 
Kelly  as  an  idealistic  Italian- American 
who,  with  the  help  ol  a  police  inspector, 
cracks  a  Mafia-like  mob  Directed  by 
Richard  Thorpe  (994726) 
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SATELLITE  AND  CABLE 
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•  For  more  comprehensTve 
listings  of  saleQfte  and  cable 
channels,  see  foe'  ESmtoiy, 
published  On  Saturday  .  ... 

SKY  1  ■ 

7.00an  Lowr-Oomscflon'  (3193138*  T20 
Press  Yajr  Lu*  (3173374)  TM  JHpWOyi 
(5134577)  8.10  Hotel  (6210513  SOB. 
Manor  WaU  (5037S1Q  &4S  Opreh 
Winfrey  (5645472) TA40flBdtVgSfi28a3) 

9X0  Jenny.  Jones  (BftST)  44»  Oprah 
WHrey  (BS374)  BJDO  Star  Trek  (8954)  «M 
The  New  Mmttjm  of  -Supecrn  (B36S4) 
74W  n»  Snpsans  (8683)  7.30U-A*S*K 
(2409)  84)0  Slghtkigs  (33833)  SjOO  Nadi  - 
'  Bodges  £0119)  104)0  Star  Trek  (23306) 
114)0  The  New  Adseoures  oi  Supeenan 
(90041)  124)0  LAPD  (G72B7)  1220m 
(teat  TV  (47981)  14)0  MMte  (50639)  '  ' 

SKY  2  - 

7-OOpcn  Star  Tide  Deep7 Specs 
(9G91745)  84»  Pt*»  fosnin  (4191503) 
9J»  Deteeuce  Saanger  (1941089  1130 
Late  Show.  wMt  David  Lawman  (29SM03) 

-  1200  nit  After  likUtfM:  (BS3320I 

24»m  W  Mix  Low  Pky  (7308271) 

I  SKY  NEWS  ■ 


WafcMkie  news  mange.  *4Bi  bufctM  on 
me  hour.  24  ban  eday.  we* 

SKY  MOVIES  .  . 

0.15am  CeogtO  fa  the  Cwoeettre  fMM) 
(355148571  84)0  The  Reaper,  Out  Cook 
eaf  e  Hate  ki-Jko  toy  (MS}  (55367) 
11100  Reveaga  of  tt»  Nanle  W  (19S4J 
(79461)  12JOO  Smoky  (1908}  (48180) 

.  24X){iib  Tha  Gama  bTaen  (1SS9) 
(478881  *M  TNaBeoe  Jmnay  (1903) 
(3806)  (LOO  tlmmge  of  me  Media  IV 
(ISM)  (81616041)  7 AO  US  Top  70 
(414916)  U0D  Ifigmy  MonOta  Power 
t  twnom  ft«»s  50822)  oaofoe  kteata 
f  Show  (OS77)  KLM  OnDmly  Cnmd 
(4004}  (SB7883)'1fA*'rh-tafa»«»fcrt- 
WSMAnfMu  (18 S3)  £802160)  tAOma 
GW*  an  T  (tM4)£4t1to3  3L2bLoo4 
(1070)  (87898320)  •  ; 

THE  MOVIE  CHANNEL  1  - 

MOM  WbmaaiiMfo 

|613S3j  7J0  Ban-Hur  (1888)  (84480)090 
- “  '  i 08UQ 


'looo  Brtgbm-youoa  (iwo)  (nvco) 

124)0  Tcappad  In  PedaMaa  (19M) 
(467 39  2  nopro  Tba  Othar  Woman 
(1909)  (45428)  44)0  Tnssaura  laMnd 
(1974)  (43791062)  SAS  Uoanoa  lo  KB1 
(MOB)  (post  aSBQ}AJ)0  top  Stood  Mnnec 
Tba  TaOhoqk  Scandal  (I9BS)  (37409) 
1ILOO  PmM  Uwh  pM4)  (5251 19) 
1L45  Sktodbye  Enmah  (1977) 
(186884)  1418m  Heim  of  Sacnte 
(1994)  (2S141 7}  34)6  Shadow  of  ttw  Peat 
(ISOR  (3184)7)  4^0Tha  Gnomaa'  Great 
Mankn  (8544  Mi  7) 

SKY  MOVIES  GOLD 

400pm  Tba  JeiMaye  of  Broadway 
(1940)  (B85042B) -B4JO  East  of  Eden 
(19S5)  (2190732)  SLOOTho  January  Itan 
(1988)  (2102577)  1000  Bachelor  Party 
(1964)  (7875022)' 1750  Tha  Pnahtetfb 
Myet  (1987)  (138242Q  155m  Tha 
baa  (1968)  (6EE314S)  X20-45S 
t  Laify  (1938)  p 242610) 

THE  DISNEY  CHANNEL 

-  Sira  Mrarfaa  Sold  toko*  warMIDpm. 

1  SJOOm  Moueb  Tracks  (5459751)  &25 
Quack  ASack  (8477836)  S 50  -Bonkere 
MBB/IS)  7.15  Dartmtog  tXiCk.[96138S7) 
7A0  Maddn  [3621864)  US  God  Troop 
(9553044)  '  850  Timor  and  PUmtea 
(2503645)  -&40  BtMkare  (2334393)  94)5 
Moose  Tracks  (5674848)  030  Garage 
(7151732)  #4S  Lan*  Chop  PB7T22) 
10.15  Itoppa  'Bawes  (8769648)  1040 
MMnanUfendedand  (3616138)11.10 
Quack  Attack  (7831118)  11.40  Urxfer  Ihs 
UrtveSa  Tree  (8835867)  12.10pm  Fragfife 
'  rtoch  (6851789)  125*  Lamb  Chop 

(82989^  1  JOS  Mouse  Tracks  (60053845) 
130  AbdcBi  (6129920®  155  DartWng 
Duck  te12072ZS)  255  Disney  Prases 

(9800118)  X00  Quack  Attack  (7252848)  . 
350  Mouaa  Tracks  (2141577)  350  Borv- 
kas  ftt4M4ffl  4.15  Gcef  Troop  (7853683) 
45S  Oortratog  Duck  (7438751)  UO  Ate*- 
On  f)  133732)  655  Tknon  and  Pkanbaa 
(8267577)  555  Bortom  (122480)  800 
aneMn  (6645)  830  Bkssom  (617^ 
TOO  ttan  taprwonw  (3683)  750 
FILM:  refill  Ilia  Women  (81386)  yxq 
fimtaylM  (SSB96)  830-1800  Hem 
.tipcreiM  P71S7) 

SKYSFOHTS1 

.  7410am  Spent  Cam*  (34409)  750Amen- 
can  Spots  QudadB  (B3310  850  Ftacrg 
Nows  (*43151 UO  Spcria.Cenke  pStofl 
950  Crass  ftae* a  Rugby  (72683)  1000 
Futoct  (80374)  maOGcB-.ScnQy 


MSon  Defer  Chafenge  —  Uw  (9700374) 
850pm  Grass  Roots  Aighy  (9577)  44)0 
RjibolMOTftd (1312) 450 WarUcff  “ 
(7596)  459  Spare  CBrare  (7530845}  I 
Trans  Wbifcl  Sport  (4770)  6L00  Spoils 
Ceres  p46l) 850 Nstbustere  (71886)  750 
lea  Kodcey  Ayr  v  Manchester  —  Dm 
(817515)  10X0  Sports  Csrsre  (561575 
1050  Tight  Lines  [33111)  1150  Wortd  ol 
SaW».  (15886)  1200  SaSng  (88225) 
1250am  Sports  Centre  (90097)  1410 
-  NetbuBters  (78875)  2X0  %janah  FoaBefl 
(8119^  4410450  Spans  Cane  [21 72Q 

SKY~  SPORTS  2  '  _ 

SJXkHB  TWs  Lines  (4518867)  94)0  Spen- 
eh  Fooftal  (4511954)  1150  RxHDeJ 
Scrapbook  (3959683)  125M4»m  Rug¬ 
by  Uricn:  Hal  at  Fame  (1829097) 

SKY  SPORTS  3 _ 

1200  Beech  VoSeybafl  (25780428)  ijOCpm 
Coca-Cob  Of)  (99368798)  84»  Nhfl.  Ice 
Hockey:  Colorado  v  Phoenix  (557876451 
5.00  Sports  Urbnted  (36824408)  8X0 
Beech  VoteybaH  (25788312)  7410  Sports 
Ceree  (36825138)  750  Footed  Laat^jc 
Review  (82484428)  94»  Go*.  Sur  Cly 
MSon  Defer  Chafenge  (72189664)  1150- 
124X1  Sports  Centre  (99336190) 

EUROSPORT _ . 

750m  Equestnansm  (11312)  850  5x1- 
ing  (38480)  94»  Sncwtooarrtmg  (20732} 
850  Extreme  Games  (86577)  1050 
PsragiCftiK  (2681Q  114»  Moicra  (17732) 
124X1  Table  Terns;  Men’s  Wortd  Cup 
(57374)  lifOpm  Snowtaoardfrg:  RS  Wold 
Champorchlps  —  U»  (88022)  ZOO 
Euefun  (6751)  250  MountabMu  350 
Canoeing:  12tf>  Kayek  Maredxvi  (464 6) 
450  Cameng  (1413785)  4.15  free  Onty 
ng  (8168608)  450  dympc  Magazine 
12664)  SJOO  World  ChemplonsHp  —  Lne- 
(8000799)  6.1S  FmsriWftxMOiBiiplorehp 
(473138)  7X0  Extreme  Games  (32041) 
suoo  Fimpofls  «50  Snosfaoanfeg 
(53003)  moo  Ftauports  (87428)  1150 
Safiig(51515]  1150  Tsmu  {34834)  1200 
Flee  tanfang  (7ta2C78)  1215-1250  Ce- 
noehQ[712^a) 

GRANADA  PLUS 

fiJMren  Runway  (8315206)  850  Ones 
Upon  a  lime  (SSB45799)  655  Our  Back¬ 
yard  {77425428}  7X0  Mphatel  Zoo 
(2177118)  7.1S  Once  Upon  a  Tane 
(B2i 1022)  750  Tte  Rdun  ol  the  Arrtatape 
(8431288)  8l00  name  Camnfeon  Steel 


Carey  Lowell  and  Timothy  Dalton  (Movie  Channel,  5.45pm) 


(1152664)  850  Rreiway  (1151836)  9.00 
Famfles  (117S15)  950  Man  Martel 
(5280586)  1000  Goostrey,  a  VBsge.  Perl 
T«o  (7104409)  1030  Lam  n  to  Chaife 
(1171799)  114W  Love  tor  Lyda  (5431008) 
1250  Oessic  Comneun  Snet  (1155751) 

1 250pm  Suglcal  Span  (5294312)150  The 
Practice  (2831044)  150  Fanftes  (5283683) 
ZOO  Alrer  the  War  (7035138)  34X1  Lam  A  . 
to  Cheite  {7126683} 350 Sewn  (p  «  Scotfi 
Africa  (7607190)  44X1  Sam  (1433645)  SJ» 
love  tor  Lytfia  (7117635)  84X>  Coranalion 
Sea  (7503374)  650  Fatties  (7BP7954) 
74X1  The  Army  Gama  (7118664)  750 
Sulcal  Span  (7623138)  050  Shades  erf 
Darkness  {56521 18)  9410  Coronation  Street 
(5046428)  055  The  Good  Lfe  Guide 
(1033119)  1050-1150  Sam  (667B770) 
Rob  1 1 50pm- 2.00am  Itan  end  Motors 

GRANADA  GOOD  LIFE 

Ann  S50anv450  TV  Sheet, 

tndutee  consumer  news  end  features  end 
Your  Stars  presented  by  Russel  Grant 
From  950-1250  Food  and  Wine.  Irt- 
cfades  radpea  and  Ideas  rrom  Deta  Srnfth 
From  1250050pm  HeaBi  and  Bendy, 
tnbudas  Nanira)  HBelttt 
from  3.00-6.00  Home  and  Greden. 
h^jdes  Good  Lite  Style  GudB 


THE  HISTORY  CHANNEL 

450pm  Biography:  CtaopaBA  (2021732) 
650  Hc4ywood  (2888664)  650  The  War  n 
toe  East  (1308645)  750-850  EUxyapfy 
Atda  Be  Hun  (45081 18) 

THE  SCI-FI  CHANNEL 

Fame,  leawres  and  dassfc  senes  erery  day 
ImmOpm  flam  Monday  to  Wednesday  end 
1am  ««m  Tlusday  lo  Sunday  an  saseSre. 
and  from  Bam  Im  every  day  on  cable 
150m  The  TwSgtrf  Zone  (8437900)  150 
Teles  of  tte  Unexpected  (2412252)  250 
New  ABred  Hitchcock  (5422788)  250  Kfota 
Gafery  (5434523)  350  Friday  the  13th 
(33303201 35844X1  Quarts  (34555078) 

TLC/D1SCOVEHY  _ 

850am  The  Joy  ot  Parang  950  The  Great 
Gar  dooms  Ptot  1050  Go  Fisting  1030 
House  Style  (1810041)  1150  the  Restora¬ 
tion  Gome  (B77S206)  1150  Crethnse 
(8777835)  1250  JuSa  Odd  (1601393) 
1250pm  Grehan  Ken  [3Z5G5491 150  Van 
Can  Cook  (9600472)  150  Home  Agah 
(B1014SO)  250  Funvue  10  Go  (2632645) 
230  Sacra  Gardens  (8935374)  3410 
Fdhine  Adv8mures  (26444801  SJOtrib  Old 
House  IB917I1S1 


DISCOVERY  takas  over  at  450pm. 
4.00pm  Fishng  AdwcmseB  (8928954)  450 
Dnvtig  Passions  (8S2S138)  550  Tme 
Trevetors  (2856225)  580TerraX  (8909190) 
650  Wild  TNngs  (8301698)  750  Next-Step 
(2636461)  750  Mysterious  Unverse 

(8926867)  850  The  PiotesUonals 

(5995480)  950  Top  Marques  2  (87887701 
950  Ftgrtfne  (3351193)  1050  Classic 
Wheels  (5965003)  1150  Secret  Safefee 
(8450139)  1250  The  Protessteuls 

(1888813)  150em  Ht^i  five  (1947087) 
150-250  PaiamedEC  (2316436) 

UK  GOLD _ 

750em  Going  (or  Gold  (2217835)  755 
Crossroads  142941801  050  Neighbours 
(2808157)  858  EasEndns  (2879022)  950 
The  Oi  [1623515)  950  One  by  One 
(7817480)  1050  The  Sutlvans  (1629789) 
114X)  So»y  Sotdy  (1400454)  1250  Cross¬ 
roads  (35652383)  125Bpn>  Noghbours 
(35655480)  1255  EasiEnders  (3427751) 
150  Tony  and  June  (6488157)  210  ALrftte 
Brf  ot  Emery  (3091003)  220  Brush  Strokes 
(4208887)  3.00  Safe  of  the  .  Century 
(2653138)  350  The  B*  (8918577)  450 
Howards'  Way  (8769916)  550  EastEndera 
(1452138)  555  Crossroeds  (3846751)  B50 
Gre  Some  Inl  (89084611 950  Ever  Decreae- 
mg  Cretes  (5021208)  7415  Bab’s  fid  Home 
(5708393)  755  The  Other  One  (14566701 
850  Victoria  Wood  (80OBGB3)  950  The 
Equdore  (59843741  1050  The  B» 
(6507393)  1055  The  Yotng  Ones 

(6712480)  11.15  Taggart  (3477969) 

12.15am  Rmriand  Rrvroo  Btes  the  Bulet 
(B947639)  12-45  FHJI:  Hands  of  the 
IBpper  £21305184)  210  Shopping  Erf  feghl 

TCC _ 

650ara  Srrai's  Crosstog  (6447645)  650 
Uekdoun  (6441451)  545  Heflway  across 
the  Galaxy  end  Turn  Left  (761022)  7.15 
Reedy  or  Not  (760KB)  755  Caftomta 
Dreams  (767206)  8.15  Sweat  Vatey  High 
(206041)  845  Art  AUack  (7682225)  94X1 
Tny  end  Crew  (BS33225)  920  Brun 
(8619461)  940  jotnson  and  Friends 
(5869732)  1050  Room  and  Rose 
(9786615)  1020  Phfeert  ire  Frog 
C2B4312)  1040  Charts  Ctefc  {78833741 
114)0  Dmbebes  (856SQ  1150  Anknai 
Show  (88225)  124M  Barney  (62S66) 
1250pm  Where's  WaRy?  (10867)  14)0 
Casper  end  Friends  (39008)  150  Try  end 
Crew  (61295480)  155  Johnson  end 
Friends  (13130312)  220  Bunp  [1 0050964! 
240  Mr  Bern  (9042848)  350  Hsthsay 
across  the  Getaxy  end  Turn  Left  (1 848)  350 


Ready  o  Hoi  (3835)  44X>  CaMorma  Oeams 
(5770)  45054X1  Sweet  Valtoy  hSgti  (1954) 

NICKELODEON _ 

640am  Teenage  Muiam  Hero  Tunles 
(30770)  650  B*e>  Mice  from  Mars  1936641 
750  Radio's  Modem  Lite  (71719161  7.15 
Hey  Arnold  (4563664)  750  Rucrars  (44886) 
8.D0  Doug  1436831  850  AaeMrf  Real 
Monsera  (42954)  950  Where  on  Earth  e 
Carmen  Sandego*’  (332061 950  Wishbana 
(702251  1050  Bananas  ti  Pyiamas 
(5646596)  10.10 Kane  and  Orb*  (52199541 
1055  Mi  Men  (9687845)  1045  Bananas  in 
Pyiamas  (9607409)  11.00  BBC  Block 
(2O2061  1200  Ctenssa  <467701  1250pm 
Scster  Sister  (74041)  1.00  Barite  (24022) 
150  Kaie  and  Orore  (733121  200  Lute 
Bear  Stores  (9225)250  BBC  Block  (61409) 
350  Aaah>  Real  Monsters  I7H91  4.00 
Bruno  the  Kad  (99641  450  Pugrars 
(1844428)  445  Doug  (1832683)  500  Seier 
Sisier  [95671  550  Moesna  |9I9(>)  650 
Bound  the  T*(s  (60031  G  50-7.00  Are  You 
Atrwi  ol  ihe  Dark7  <31331 

PARAMOUNT _ 

750pm  Drfi'renj  Strokes  (30411  750 
Benson  16887)  B50  Due  South  160751) 
900  ASncm  Ported  (299161  950  Tan 
1615771  1050  Emertaromenr  TocugM 

(54799)  1050  Rymg  Blmd  (30I19J  1150 

Manmade  News  124461)  1150  rkghistand 
(44157)  1250am  Sleoqe  Hamrner'  (98639) 
1.00  Due  South  177417(2-00  Entertainer* 
Toraghl  (80748)  230  Manmade  News 
(17523)  3.00  Flyarg  BSnd  174233)  350-4.00 
Afenosl  Perlect  (3CG25) 

BRAVO _ _ 

12X0  Fantasy  Island  145060801  1.00pm 
Aonngron  Staete  (48062S8)  250  Atrtoman 
(2065461)  350  The  Champers  (8775577) 
450  FILM:  The  Medusa  Touch  (2642022) 
6.00  Joe  90  (BB331571  *50  Capian  ScarW 
7X0  The  Water  Margn  (5913886)  8-00 
Starsky  and  Hutch  (5899306)  900  Crime 
Stray  (S8CO770)  KUO.12J00  RLMfc  The 
Punhhar  (9774848) 

UK  LIVING _ 

SJXtem  Kdroy  |48678&4j  7.00  The  Agony 
Experience  (4 16304 1)750  The  Ycxmg  and 
the  Resoess  (6474333)  8£0  Ken  horn’s. 
Qmese  Cooken  (58381 38)  856  Turnabout 
(7Z9622S1  955  Call  the  Doaa  (7967206) 
10.00  Enerunnen:  NOW  (3992916)  1055 
Jcnv  Sprraer  (77W5151 11JXJ  The  Young 
and  inn  Restuss  (85635151  1155 


Brooks  ide  (94639652)  1255pm  Trarod 
Purourl  (&365477D)  1250  Gadnefe 

(31979131  1^0  Rokaoda  (61731191  250 
The  Agony  Experience  i4753C221 3.00  Live 
ai  Three  IS038301 )  4.00  Who’s  Sony  Now1 
14744374)  450  Ta^aboul  (90809541  555 
Lngo  (92911935)  550  Lucky  Ladders 
(4764138)  650  Bewncned  (47547511  950 
Ready.  Steady.  Cook  (99418671  7.05 
BreofcSide  (4630751 1  755  Trivial  Pursuit 
12710190]  850  General  Piacwe  (£199(03) 
9.00  FILM:  Cast  the  FW  Stone 
(18741312)  1050  Emenairaneni  Now’ 
(75747321 1 1 50-1250  The  Spey  Sex  files 

FAMILY  CHANNEL _ 

550pm  BtockDusiers  16393)  550  Tieasure 
Hunt  [658481 650  Carchphiase  ,3799i  750 
The  Pyrame  Game  |6157)  750  Han  ra  Han 
(24312)  850  Orry  Fisa  (43 Ui  950 
Bergerac  (930031  1050  Ruth  Rendeli 
Mysteries  (96190)  1150  Hero  Damp 
(77577)  1150  Evening  Shade  |8l9Wi 
1250 Mconfcghlins  (48233)  15Qam  Berge¬ 
rac  (13233)  250  Han  lo  Hart  .904551  350 
Moonlrgtilmg  (71417)  450  AI  TopeUM 
ttow  (651841 430650  The  Blad.  Selfcjn 

MTV _ 

The  24  hour  music  channel,  includes 
news,  ravews.  live  concert  fooia$e.  intei- 
wens  and  Ihe  lated  music  video  charts 

VH-1 _ 

The  video  Mu  channel.  Classic  rod-  and 
pop  videos  and  ire  besi  new  sounds 

ZEE  TV _ 

7.00am  Jaagran  750  Lrtesryie  E-asr  B50 
PSiolei  Buogioss  Update  950  HI  Tm  HI 
Hai  950  VourZlndegi  1050 Bn  dial  Eh  hhoj 
1150  SluMi  1150  Banegi  Apm  Bear  1250 
Dasiaan  1250pm  Aai  Oi  kaham  150  Hind 
FDJt  hrtaha  Pyar  10  4.00  ZEE  Too  10 
550  ZEE  Zone  550  kya  Scene  Ha  650 
Punpta  Fo»  650 ZEE  and  You 750  Ten  BH 
Orup  Men  Bhi  Chup  750  Cmcmapc  850 
News  and  Euronews  950 Andai  950  Urdu 
Send.  Jaa  050  Hasrotam  1050  Com¬ 
mander  1050  Chetve  11.00  Zee  Hcrrot 
Show  1150-1250  Aap  Ki  Fanrasr. 
CARTOON  NETWORK/TNT 

Cenfhwous  cartoons  from  5am  to  9pm. 
then  TNT  flhne  as  below. 

650pm  Kkn  (1950)  (36227393)  1150  The 
Roaring  Twenties  (1839)  (1272S37J) 
12.55am  36  Hours  (1964)  (33565610 
255550  Ktot  (IBStq  (78200165) 


i 


SNOOKER  47 


McManus  gives 
no  quarter 
against  Parrott 


Lure  for  former  world  champion 


Jordan  attempt 


to  match 


Mansell’s  drive 


By  Oliver  Holt 


THE  Jordan  formula  One 
motor  racing  team  lost  out  in 
the  race  to  sign  Damon  Hill 
last  month,  but  it  may  yet  have 
a  British  world  champion  in 
its  ranks  next  season.  Nigel 
Mansell,  it  emerged  yester¬ 
day,  is  considering  a  surprise 
return  to  the  sport  with  the 
Irish  team. 

Representatives  of  Jordan, 
who  have  already  secured  the 
signature  of  Ralf  Schumacher, 
the  younger  brother  of  Mich¬ 
ael.  are  thought  to  have  con¬ 
tacted  Mansell  in  the 
immediate  aftermath  of  the 
announcement  of  Hill's  move 
to  TWR  Arrows. 

Mansell,  who  won  the 
world  championship  in  1992 
after  several  near  misses,  has 
consistently  refused  to  rule  out 
retirement  despite  his  ill-fated 
partnership  with  McLaren  at 
the  beginning  of  the  19% 
season  and  is  still  weighing  up 
the  Jordan  proposal.  He  said 
in  the  latest  edition  of  his 
autobiography  that  his  desire 
to  race  had  not  dimmed. 

His  wage  demands  are  like¬ 
ly  to  be  tne  biggest  obstacle  to 
a  deal  but  Benson  and 
Hedges.  Jordan^  title  spons¬ 
or.  was  bitterly  disappointed 
when  they  missed  out  on  Hill 
and  are  desperate  to  recruit  a 
big  name  to  spearhead  what  is 
likely  to  be  a  crucial  season  for 
the  team,  the  last  year  of  its 
three-year  engine  deal  with 
fteugeoL 


Jordan  had  hoped  that  ru¬ 
mours  of  a  disagreement  be¬ 
tween  Jean  Alesi  and  Benetton 
might  drive  the  Frenchman  to 
them,  but  Alesi  snuffed  out 
that  possibility  once  and  for  all 
in  Estoril  on  Tuesday  when  he 
denied  categorically  that  a 
move  to  Jordan  had  been 
considered. 

Neither  Mansell,  who  may 
also  have  offers  to  return  to  the 
American  IndyCar  series, 
which  he  won  in  1993,  nor 
Jordan  would  comment  on  the 
prospects  of  his  return  to 
Formula  One  last  night 
Martin  Brundle.  who  drove 
impressively  for  the  team  to¬ 
wards  the  end  of  the  season 
after  a  shaky  start  is  waiting 
anxiously  in  the  wings. 

Williams,  the  team  that ' 
provided  the  equipment  for 


Mansell:  approach 


No  951  in  association  with 
BRITISH  MIDLAND 


ACROSS 

I  Business /professional  sec¬ 
tion  of  society  (6,5) 

8  Hydrophobic  (5) 

9  A  little  hungry  {?} 

10  Violent  criminal  (4) 

11  Antlered  Arctic  beast  (8) 

13  N  African  desert  (6) 

14  Departs;  foliage  (6) 

17  Official  record  book  (8) 

19  Treat  deliberately  rudely  (4) 

22  Spanish  Fasrisi  movement 
(7) 

23  Showy  success  (5) 

24  In«aml£»ieo'lKk«(7.‘W 


6  Secretly  add  alcohol  to  (5) 

7  Part  ofverse  all  joining) 

12  Captive  (S) 

13  Part  of  neck  grabbed  (6) 

15  While  ice-cream  flavour  (7) 

16  Modify  harshness;  hired 
again  (6) 

IS  Heraldic  red  (5) 

20  (Breath)  fearfully  held  (5) 

21  "She  loves  you, 

(Beatles)  (4) 


M  Bights  are  subject  to  avalabdity. 


British  Midland 

The  Airline  for  Europe 


PRIZES;  TfC  WINNER  wffl  receive  a  return  ticket  travefing 
Economy  Class  to  anywhere  on  British  Midland’s  domestic  or 
international  network. 


THE  RUWIER-UP  w9  receive  a  return  ticket  to  anywhere  on 
British  Midland's  domestic  network.  British  Midland  otters  an 
extensive  range  of  destinations  ttvoughottf  the  UK  as  wed  as 
Europe.  With  over  1,400  flights  a  week  to  15  European 
destinations  British  Midland  are  the  Airfare  of  Europe. 


Post  your  entry  to  Times  TWo  Crossword,  PO  Box  6886,  London 
E2  8SP  to  arrive  by  next  Monday.  The  monos'  names  and  sol¬ 
ution  will  appear  on  Wednesday; 


SOLUTION  TO  NO  950 

ACROSS  1  Literal  5  Mufti  S  Chess  9  Macbeth 
10  Magnifico  12  Hub  !3  Zombie  14  Afloat  |7Moa 
18  Consensus  20  Imitate  21  Drawl  23  Nymph  24  Templar 
P££*  1  5Rossini  4 limpid  5 Macao 

\^Sbn  41  Gymnasium  13  Zambian 
freedom  16  Invent  18  Coach  19  Solar  22  Awl 


Mansell's  triumph  four  years 
ago.  was  still  waiting  yester¬ 
day  for  official  notification 
that  manslaughter  proceed¬ 
ings  against  Rank  Williams, 
Patrick  Head  and  others  over 
die  death  of  Ayrton  Senna  at 
Imnla  in  May  1994  were  about 
to  be  announced. 

It  seems  increasingly  likely, 
however,  that  die  team  that 
won  the  constructors'  champ¬ 
ionship  for  the  fourth  time  in 
five  years  this  season  may  be 
fighting  two  court  cases  early 
next  year  after  it  was  revealed 
at  the  weekend  that  Williams 
are  in  dispute  with  their 
highly-regarded  chief  design¬ 
er,  Adrian  Newey. 

Newey.  who  is  being  wooed 
by  McLaren,  confirmed  yes¬ 
terday  that  he  is  no  longer 
working  at  die  team's  factory 
in  Grove.  Oxfordshire.  His 
contract  with  Williams  runs 
until  1999  but  he  believes 
Williams  breached  it  when 
they  foiled  to  consult  him 
about  the  replacement  of  Hill 
fay  Heim-Harald  Frentzen- 

"What  I  would  like  to  da” 
he  -said,  “is  to  complete  the 
design  of  next  season’s  car  and 
stay  with  Williams  for  the  first 
few  races  of  next  year.  After 
that,  it  is  a  bit  of  a  grey  area 
but  it  would  seem  silly  to  have 
to  sit  on  the  other  side  of  a 
court-room  to  Frank  in  order 
to  sort  it  ouL  If  it  comes  to  a 
court  case.  I  suppose  it  will 
happen  some  time  in  March.” 

That  month  will  also  now 
definitely  witness  the  addition 
of  the  Stewart  Grand  Prix 
team  to  Formula  One.  Jackie 
Stewart  announced  yesterday. 
Unveiling  a  new  one-year 
sponsorship  deal  with  the 
Malaysian  Government, 
thought  to  be  worth  £8  mil¬ 
lion,  Stewart  said  he  had  now 
raised  the  necessary  money  to 
fund  his  first  year  in  grand 
prix  raring. 

Alessandro  Nannini,  the 
former  Formula  One  driver, 
and  Flavio  Briatore.  the  gener¬ 
al  manager  of  the  Benetton 
team,  were  confirmed  yester¬ 
day  as  members  of  a  group  of 
investors  who  have  bought  a 
70  per  cent  stake  in  Minardi, 
the  Italian  team. 
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DOWN 

1  Fr.  revolutionary,  murdered 
m  bath  (5) 

2  Corrupt,  deprave  (7) 

3  Outdoor  public  poof  (4) 

4  Coin;  policeman  (6) 

5  Stressed  (8) 
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Edberg  prepares 
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While  playing  basketball  for  Michigan  against;  ,  Traylor  smashed  feel 

Ball  State,  Ann  Arbor  on  Tuesday  night,  Robert'  left  perplexed  —  but _ .._T. 

Traylor  had  a  shattering  experience,  literally,  reigned  about  hint  In  National 
Sbtnt-dtmkmg  die  ball  daring  the  first  period.  Association  matches,  Scaflic’b  ll-gai 
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Colour  Copier. 

It’s  the  Jackson  Police 
Only  cheaper 


